STAGE 


PRICE 


Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Offica at New York, N. Y., 


ALL RIGHTS 


COPYRIGHT, 


Y,, by Variety, Inc. 


1939, BY VARIETY, INC, 


Annual subscription, $10. 


RESERVED 


Single copies 25 cents 
under the act of March 3, 1379. 


Vol. 136 No. 12 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1939 


48 PAGES 


FEWER FILMS FOR 


Radio Bank Nite Paralyzes Phone 


Report M-G and UA Not Touching Their (INLY ann PICTS 


Canadian Coin for Duration of the War 


Montreal, Nov. 28. 

Reported here that at least two of 
the major American distribs (Metro 
and~ United Artists) are leaving a 
major portion of their rentals in 
Canada for the duration of the war. 
As far as can be ascertained this is 
not due to any currency restrictions. 
since industry is still being furnished 
with adequate American currency 
for normal requirements. Report is 
that distribs are not willing to ab- 
sorb the 10° drop in Canadian ren- 
tals, due to the difference in ex- 
change valuations and plan to invest 
coin here until Canadian funds re- | 
turn to par. If so, this move paral- | 
lels attitude of American distributors 
during the last war, when funds 
were invested in Canadian securities. 

No difficulties in securing funds to 
meet payments for American prod- 
uct have yet been encountered here, 
and for the present there is no talk 
of freezing film rentals. But Cana- 
dian war effort is only beginning, 
and future policy, in regard to ex- 
port of currency, will be determined 
by extent that Canada has to shoul- 
der the war burden. 

[Other foreign coin stories on page 
12.) 


U.S. Cause for Alarm 


Abroad Discounted In 
Itaiy; War Called Ai 


Rome, Nov. 28. 

Hollywood's cry of alarm that the 
war is giving the U. S. film business | 
a kick down the stairs because of | 


cut foreign receipts is all wrong, ac- | 
cording to Italian reasoning. Con- 
versely, sentiment here believes the 
Yanks have everything to gain. 
Reason is this: 

The four major producing countries 
in Europe are England, France, Ger- 
many and Italy. Last year 609 films 
were produced in all Europe. But | 
as England, France and Germany 
¢ e at war, estimates here place the 
coming year’s productio’ at 170, or, 
at best, 190 films. 

Italians in the know point out that 
there are 37,000 cinemas in Europe, 
and with the production of the three 
warring nations drastically cut, the 
foreign market is absolutely open to 
the Yanks. 

They admit that such reasoning | 
does not take into full consideration 
the fact that in many of these coun- 
tries no money can be exported, or 
tha the Americans have withdrawn 
from the market, as in the case of 
Italy. It is argued, however, that 
Hollywood got its foot well inside 
the European door during the last 
war and.the countries over here 


/combo incidentally is continuing un- | 
| Ship as a cooperative group. 


} Pastor will go through with his orig- 
jinal plans for a band of his own, 


+ 


And It Came 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

Frances Faye last week cut ‘I 
Want the Waiter With the 
Water’ from her routine. 

Hot singer, now at Benny the 
Bum’s, had been plugging the 
wacky tune for a fare-thee-well. 
The tray-carriers at the_ spot 
ganged up on her. When she 
started to sing it Friday night 
(24) every waiter in the joint 
dashed up with a tray filled with 
aqua and almost drowned Miss 
Faye. 


Artie Shaw, Jivist, 
Will Do Comeback 


As String Dance Band 


Artie Shaw, who got himself in 
dutch with the jitterbugs by calling 
’em ‘morons,’ will mark his come- 
bacl. into the business eventually 
with a string dance combo, backed 
by a hot clarinet (meaning himself). 
|The symphonic string idea for dan- 
sapation is a complete switch for one 
of the country’s topflight out-of-this 
world swingologists. 

No secret that Shaw isn’t serious | 
about retiring professior.ally despite | 
his walkout on his band at the Hotel | 
Pennsylvania, N. Y., last week, which 
der tenor sax George Auld's leader- 
Tony 


leaving soon. 
Shaw is en route by motor from 
Florida to Mexico (where all good 
(Continued on page 30) 


40 S.F. FAIR DEPENDS 
ON BANKS, CREDITORS 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 

Prospect of a resumption of the 
Golden Gate International Exposition 
on Treasure Island in ‘40 is now 
more or less up to Burton J. Wy- 
man, referee in bankruptcy, who will 
hear the reports of bankers, con- 
tractors, and other creditors tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 


j} attained on any one season. 


‘Joan Bennett Writes 


Banking creditors have already 
gone over the subscriptions raised 
by the 1940 Exposition, Inc., commit- | 
tee, and found them short of the re- | 
quired $1,650,000. The contractor | 
creditors, who stand to get about 10c | 

(Continued page 32) 


DeMille’s Next Spec 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Cecil B. DeMille will make ‘Queen 


BUT LONGER 


10 Distribs Have Promised 
538 for 1939-40, But Prob- 
ably Won’t Deliver—Sales 
Organizations Protest Not 
Enough Returns Realized 
at the First-Runs 


CITE COMPLICATIONS 


A campaign to carry home the im- 
portance of extending the first runs 
of films is likely to be launched im- 


mediately and plans for smaller out- 
puts next season (1940-41) by all ma- 
jor distributors will probably re- 
sult. The exhibitors may _  de- 
mand this if they are to make an 
honest effort to lengthen all runs that 
merit such efforts. They have told 
the distributors this has to be done 
and they would welcome a move se- 
verely cutting down the number of 
pictures made each year, so that they 


each film that is bought—or at least 
the top ones. 

The desire for greater time on an 
average per picture, and the diffi- 


ing his dates very far, based on what | 
he already has bought, may result | 
in the reduction of features for 1940- 
41 to around 300 features, it is be-| 
lieved. For the current (1939-40) 
semester, the 10 nationally-organized 
distributors have promised 538 pic- | 
tures, one of the highest figures ever | 
It is also believed in some circles, 
including among buyers, that the 
distribs will not come anywhere near | 
delivering the 538 films promised and | 
sold for ’39-40. Justification for a} 
bigger ‘failure’ on deliveries, when 
the season is over, would be felt in| 
most quarters, it is opined, due to 
the effort toward extended runs and | 
(Continued on 2) | 


page 


26,600 Women’s Clubs | 
To Boycott Her Film 
| 


Holiywood, Nov. 23. 

Joan Bennett, tiffing with Hal 
Roach over the United Artists ad 
campaign for ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- | 
ter,’ which is just going into re- 
lease, has written to 26,600 women’s 
clubs asking them to boycott the pic- 
ture. 

Actress contends the material is 
too suggestive and has instructed her 
attorneys to file suit unless the ad 
matter is changed. She is said also 


have not been able to shut them out of Queens’ for Paramount on a scale to have rebelled against her part in| 


during the last 20 years. They be-— 
lieve this war will prove to be a re- 
peater for Hollywood in getting an- 
other grip on the markets over here. 


comparable with his other Biblical 
subjects. Story is written around, 
the Madonna. 

Camera start set for spring. 


the picture, but went through 
with it. 
Both studio and actress insist the 


current battle is no publicity stunt. 


will be able to find more time for |} 


culty facing the exhibitor in extend- | 


; lem. 


| Ray, 


The Injun Sign 


Phoenix, Nov. 28. 

Arizona Indians are blaming 
Adolf Hitler for the sudden drop 
in the sale of Navajo blankets. 
Ancient tribal symbol looks so 
much like the Nazi swastika that 
tourists refuse to buy. 

Redskin chiefs, gathered for 
the premiere of Paramount's 
‘Geronimo,’ declared they adopt- 
ed the swastika centuries before 
Hitler became a paperhanger. 


15-20c Vaudfilmer 
Goes to $1 Gate On 
Free Bingo’ Dodge 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 
Howard G. Carroll, Strand, is de- 
fying the district attorney’s ban on 
bingo by running ‘free bingo’ dur- 


| ing intermission of a special $1 re- | 
served seat vaudfilm show Friday | 


|nights with $600 in prizes. House 
;seats 1,500. 

| Local Legion post got away with 
‘free bingo’ in connection with $1 
dance tickets, 
holding this was legal under a court 


ruling on a test case involving ‘bank | 


nights.’ Some few persons hanging 


around who don’t buy dance tickets | 
are given cards and chance at prizes | 


without paying anything, 
carry out the ‘free’ idea. 
Strand management 


just to 


reported so 


many inquiries for bingo, and busi- | 


ness so bad after dropping it, that 
decision was made to blow the 
works, 
to avoid trouble. House’s usual ad- 
mission is 15-20c. 


NEGRO COUNTERPARTS 
OF “HARDY FAMILY’ PIX 


A colored version of Metro’s 
‘Hardy Family’ series, labeled ‘The 
Brown Family,’ is being turned out 
with an all-Negro cast by Harry M. 
Popkin’s Million Dollar Productions, 


Inc. First film in the series, ‘One 
Dark Night,’ is currently in_ its 


world preem at the Apollo, in Har- 
Two more will follow in the 
MDP program of eight all-Negro 
films it has scheduled for 1939-40. 
Star-billing in the initial pic is 
given to Mantan Moreland, 
plays the father. 
years a member of the vaude team 
of Mantan and Miller. Mickey 
Rooney counterpart is handled by 
Robert Simmons. Lad has only a 
minor role in current release, but 
part will be built up in future. 
Other members of the ‘family’ are 
Betty Treadville, the mother; Arthur 
grandfather; Jessie Grayson, 


grandmother, and Josephine Pearson, 
sister. 


the district attorney | 


trusting to the technicality | 


who | 
He was for many 


Business for 10 Minutes in Louisville 


+ 


Louisville, Nov. 28 

According to telephone officials 
her this town, it isn’t necessary to 
| make any coincidental surveys, or 
| house-to-house canvas to determine 
| whether.-listeners are tuned to the 
| Tums radio broadcast or not. While 
no figures are available, ‘phone men 
think they can gauge quite accurately 
'the reaction locally to the ‘Pot of 
|Gold’ show, as they have observed 
ithat during the last 10 minutes of 
| the program the switch board in the 
central exchange is practically black. 
|This means that telephone calls be- 
'ing placed during that time are 
| practically nil, and most of the sub- 
|scribers are taking no chances on 
|making a phone call, thus keeping 
| their line busy, during the period 
;when the call is being put through 
'for the prize winner. 

Whether the odds are 11,000.000-to- 
|; One or more of winning, impression 
| gathered is that stay-at-homes are 
running no risks of making or re- 
|ceiving a phone call, in the hope of 
| being on the receiving end of the 
‘all-important message from the spon- 
sors of Tums. 


$5,000 Due TA on 1939 
Prez Ball May Hait ’40 
Celebration in Capital 


President’s Birthday Ball celebra- 
tion in Washington may get the red 
jlight on free talent this January, 
‘unless the committee straightens out 
its position with the Theatre Au- 
thority. Latter claims that around 
$5,000 is due from last January’s 
balls, parties, etc. 

Alan Corelli, TA’s New York rep, 
| flew to Washington Monday (27) to 
| confer with the President's Birthday 
Ball committee for the District of 
Columbia. This -includes Hardie 
Meakin, of RKO, Carter Barron, 
Loew's; Nelson Bell, of the Wash- 
ington Post, and James Hagen, Dis- 
trict Commissioner of Washington. 
Last January’s President’s Birthday 
Ball celebration included one bene- 
fit performance of ‘Outward Bound,’ 
that revival’s cast making the trip 
to Washington from New York. 

Washington situation does not af- 
fect the status of other cities’ Birth- 
day Ball celebrations, as each town 
has its individual committees which 
settle with the TA. 


Show Biz Munitions 


Cost of demolishing the New Yok 
Hippodrome, the site of which be- 
comes an automobile parking space, 
was $62,500. Of this, $35,000 was sal- 
'vaged in the sale of scrap iron and 
steel girders. Buyer of scrap, it is 
reported, is a British dealer, who has 
_shipped the metal to England. 

Steel sheetings which once com- 
prised the walls of the dressing room 
of Toto, the clown, converted into 
sea mines and air bombs, is a tipoff 
‘idea for short-story writers. 


z VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Thurman Arnold on Labor Unions 
Hits the Show Biz Significantly; 
Dorothy Thompson Encores Blast 


U. S. Assistant Attorney-General 
Thurman Arnold’s interpretation of 
the Sherman anti-trust law, in re-| 
gard to labor unions, may have far- | 
reaching implications to show busi- 
ness, in the opinion of theatrical | 
attorneys. The Arnold views, ex- 
pressed in a letter to the secretary 
of the Central Labor Council of In- 
dianapolis, were made public by the 
Department of Justice in Washing- 
ton recently. 

The assistant attorney - general 
listed five specific ways in which 
labor unicn activity may violate the 
Sherman Act, three of them being 
regarded as bearing directly on the- | 
atrical union practices. Although 
the Department of Justice is inves- | 
tigating the situation and Arnold | 
predicted prosecution of labor viola- | 
tions of the Act, that is viewed as} 
being a more or less remote pros- | 
pect as far-as show business is con- 
cerned, 

According to the letter, it is illegal 
for a union to impose ‘unreasonable | 
restraints designed to prevent the 
use of cheaper material, improved 
equipment or more efficient meth- 
ods.’ It would also be a violation 
of the law to use ‘unreasonable re- | 
straints designed to compel the 
hiring of useless and unnecessary 
labor . .. Such unreasonable re- 
straints must be distinguished from 
reasonable requirements that a min- 
imum amount of labor be hired in 
the interests of safety and health or 
avoidance of undue speeding of | 
work.’ 

Finally, he cited ‘unreasonable re- 
straints designed to destroy an es- 
tablished and legitimate system of | 
collective bargaining. Jurisdictional | 
disputes have been condemned by | 
the AFL itself. Their purpose is to | 
make war on another union by at- 
tacking employers who deal with | 
that union. There is no way the vic- 
tim of such an attack may avoid it 
except by exposing himself to the 
same attack by the other union.’ 

Union Hurdles 

In regard to the first point, legal 
opinion is that- theatrical unions fre- 
quently refuse to handle equipment 
made by non-union labor and oc. 
casionally prevent the use of ‘im- 
proved equipment or more efficient 
methods. Concerning the second 
point, it is common practice for cer- 
tain show biz unions to specify the 
number of employees a producer or 
manager must hire, in many cases 
the ‘extra’ men simply sitting around 
without any actual work to do. That 
is especially familiar in the case of 
the musicians’ union, with its stand- 
by requirements, ete., and the stage- 
hands’ union, which sets an arbi- 
trary number of men that must be 
carried by all shows. 

As regards jurisdictional disputes, 
show business is one of the worst- 
tangled industries in the U. S. 
The narrowly-averted jurisdictional 
strike of the actors and stagehands 
last summer was a striking instance. 

but less costly examples are fre- 


cuently seen on the Coast and were ' 


one of the headaches at the recent 
New York World’s Fair. 

It is pointed out by attorneys that 
Arnold's letter invariably referred to 
‘unreasonable’ restraints. Explained 
that any labor union is a restraint of 
trade, but becomes illegal when it 
is ‘unreasonable.’ Matter is thus one 
of interpretation by the courts, 
which would naturally have great 
leeway in its rulings. Under the 
law, injunctions may not be grant2d 
in the case of labor disputes and the 
courts have ruled that labor disputes 
are ones involving wages, hours, 
safety, health, undue speeding up or 
the right of collective bargaining. 

Since none of the ‘unreasonable’ 
restraints referred to by Arnold in- 
volves labor disputes, 


Sherman Act. In any case, the! 
courts would have considerable lJati- | 


tude in deciding what constituted a | 
labor dispute or when ‘unreasonable’ | 


restraint was being practiced. 


Dorothy Thompson 
Rakes Stage Unions 


Dorothy Thompson, wife of Sin- 
clair Lewis and special editorialist on 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, who com- 
ments on politics, world affairs and 
economics, severely criticized the 

(Continued on page 44) 


‘versal. Zeppo Marx agency han- 
dling him for pix. Accompanying 
Conn were his manager, Johnny 


| York following Conn’s defeat of Gus 


| when U commissioned Bill Corum, 


| ‘Life of James J. Corbett’ and Corum 
| suggested to studio that Conn would 


brother probably will. 


|dent releasing deal. 


in the legal | 
sense, the courts would apparently | 
be empowered to grant injunctions | 
fo prevent union violation of the | 


‘Bill Conn’s U Film 
Dicker; ( Corbett Yarn? 


| 
Nov. 28. 


Billy Conn, Pittsburgh’s light | 
heavyweight boxing champion, 


pulled out for Hollywood yesterday, 
partly on a vacation but also to dis- 
cuss a possible film deal with Uni- 


Ray, his brother, Jackie Conn, also 
a fighter, and Milton Jaffe, local | 
sportsman who owns a piece of 
champ. 
Report was circulated in New 
Lesnevich that title-holder had al- 
ready been signed for a film but that 
wasn't so. Story got under way 


sports writer, to turn out a yarn on 


be an ideal choice for title role. 

contracts, however, were 
signed, but Marx is arranging screen 
test for Conn at U as soon as he ar- 
rives on the coast. He'll do no fight- 
ing in Hollywood but his younger 


GRAINGER 


| Fewer Films 


} Continued from page 


the inability of the exhib to go as 


far in that direction as the distribs 
want him to go. 
Cash In on Adv. 

| The value of word-of-mouth, and 
the contention that this means box- 
| office for pictures many times when 
they are being pulled from one run 
to go into another, is being stressed 
in the distribution field. The pro- 
‘ducer theory is that films are often 
being allowed to get out of the way 
just when they are getting ripe for 


tually no advertising on pictures, 
the word-of-mouth may have 
| reached the point where there would 
be a distinct difference at the ticket 
windows if this form of support 
would be given a chance, it is ob- 
served. 

The fact that word-of-mouth is of 
more importance than generally re- 
garded, it attested to by the strength 
of many releases in subsequent runs 
as compared with their opening en- 
gagements. The circuits have dis- 
covered this to be true in most 
cases and are criticized in major 
quarters because they do not get 
more out of the first runs, as well 
as more out of the subs. 

Distributors are fighting for ex- 
tended runs, not only on the ground 
of quality where pictures are of top- 
bracket value but also under the 
contention that patron comment, 
spreading a good word for the pic- 
ture, now has most of its effects in 
the second, third and fourth runs. 
The sales field is aggrieved at this 
state of affairs because the rental 
returns diminishes with the runs, al- 
though the reverse can and some- 
times is the case so far as the theatre 
return is concerned, 

Jazzed Campaigns 
One of the troubles noted by ex- 


STALKS IDEAS 


Eddie Grainger, son of J. R. Grain- 
ger, sales head of Republic Pictures, 


is in New York setting an indepen- | and other accessories, 


He has wound | 
up at Universal, with which Grain- | 
ger, Sr., 


|The younger Grainger made some 50 | 


films for U during his six years on| 
the lot. 

He has financing and everything | 
set, including the distribution setup, 
save for the formal signaturing. He’s 
ogling talent and story properties | 
while east, Release will be via a 
major outfit, and nothing to do with | 
Republic. 


SEE HOWARD HUGHES — 
PROD. AGAIN SHORTLY 


{run theatre is entitled. 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. | 
Howard Hughes is believed pre- 
paring for an early return to picture | 
production. He’s been testing many 
unknowns. 
He's been variously reported with 
sundry groups and execs, including a 
possible United Artists release. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Nell F. Agnew Edmund Joseph 
Rarnev Halaban Ben Kalmenson 
Jane KBryan Jack Kapp 
Melvyn Douglas Jerome Kern 
Jimmy Durante Fred Meyers 

Ira Genet | Ray Milland 

Alex Gottlieb | Gail Patrick 
Stanton L. Griffis | William Sarovan 
John W. Hicks, Jr.) Barbara Stanwyck 


Russell Holman Robert Taylor 
Lou Irwin 


hibitors, who claim they are some- 
what in a spot, is that if they com- 


a holdover several days before that 
engagement is up. Advertising and 


extra coin. Even where there is vir- | 


mit themselves to extend a film’s run | 
they have got to make a decision on | 


Wednesday, November 29, — 


Execs Seeking the B.0. 


appeal, 


Although general business indices are 10-22% above a year ago, the 
motion picture boxoffice is rated as only about 6% 
time in 1938. This industry headache has the top executives trying to 
ferret out the principal cause or the several contributing whyfores. 
Picture officials believe something is basically out of kilter, 
industry would be keeping pace with other industries with mass 


better than this 


or the 


Film players on radio programs have come in for a full share of 
criticism, This continues to be a particularly bitter source of complaint 
on the part of certain independent exhibitors, 
uct also is blamed by certain distributors, but exhibitors beef that there 
is no sufficient variety of screen fare to effectively exploit. 


Failure to exploit prod- 


Jas. Roosevelt Denies Columnists 


Cracks Anent F.D.R. Go-Betweening 


From Columbus to FDR, 


Hollywood, Nov. 28 

First historical feature on War- 
ners 1940-41 program is ‘The Amer- 
ican Cavalcade,’ tracing progress 
from the days of Columbus to the 
present. 

Two-reeler will be made in Tech- 
nicolor under supervision of Gordon 
Hollingshead. 


MORE MUSICALS 


Hollywood, Nov. 28 
Robert Z. Leonard was handed two 
more musical production assignments 


Justa Two-Reeler to WB 


METRO, 


Goldwyn, 


|}other plans must be laid but some-} at Metro in addition to his current} 


{times too late to switch. 
|are already out, plus window cards 


runs up against the chance that he 


If the ads | chore, 


the exhibitor | 


will have patron trouble on his hands | 


he had advertised until later. 
that 


elsewhere and switches thus become | 


necessary behind the first run if 


| deciding to hold onto the film fur- 
| ther, 


The second-run exhib, jazzed | 
up on his bookings through not get- 
ting a film on schedule, also feels | 
| he has a squawk. In other cases it | 
| may make no appreciable difference, 


everything dependifg on the situa- | 


tion and what is done. 

Accounts in the subsequent run di- 
vision also voice the angle that when 
a first run holds a film too far, it is 
being drained of much of the busi- 
ness to which the 
That com- 
plaint has existed for sometime in 


| many keys because certain pictures 


are held a long time at first run 
stage show houses because of the 
| draught of the in-person entertain- 
ment. 


Nugent Passes Up Legit | 


Nov. 28. 


second or third | : 
| ployees were handed two weeks’ no- 


| becca,’ 


‘New Moon.’ Both are re- 
makes. 
‘The Guardsman’ was shot in 1931 


as straight comedy-drama, and ‘Smil- 


in’ Through’ was made twice, in 1922 | 


was formerly associated also. | because he isn’t opening a picture! and 1932, without music. 
Also, | 
same picture may be dated | Bryan and Claude Rains for toplines 


Warners signed Eddie Albert, Jane 


in the college musical, ‘For the Rich 


They Sing.’ 
Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay 
|are doing the scree 


SELINICK WILL KNOCK 
OFF PROD. TILL APRIL 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Most of David O. Selznick’s em- 


tice of layoff until April, 
duction will be 
ver City lot. 
at the studio 


when pro- 
resumed on the Cul- 
Only current activity 
is the editing of ‘Re- 
final Selznick production for 
1939. 

Daniel T’ O'Shea, who succeeds 
Henry Ginsberg as v.p., will be in 
| charge of a skeleton staff 
| Selznick’ Ss vacation. 


N. Y. End Unaffected 


Elliott Nugent signed to direct | 
i‘The Ghost Breaker’ at Paramount 


| and dropped his plans to appear in 
ithe stage production of ‘The Male 

on Broadway. 

| Bob Hope and Paulette Goddard 

head the cast in ‘Ghost.’ 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


| 
| Hollywood, 


Wendv Atkin | Resemary Lane Nov. 28. 
_ Jimmy Lydon gets the title role 
Richard Arlen | Archie Mayo in “Tom Brown's School Days,’ Gene 
Arthur Freed } John M Saunders RKO. 
Harry M. Goets Sig Schlagei He recently appeared on_ the 
Jean Hersholt | Barry Trivers 
Allan Jones Danny Winkler ‘Broadway stage. 
(ther News Pertaining to Pict 
Italy seen aiding American picture imports................ + .Page 12 
Goodman off Camels; ‘Blondie’ Page 20 
Radio reviews: Fay Bainter-Nan Sunderland, Helen Hayes- 
Fredric March, Paul Whiteman, George Jessel-Walter 
New Thanksgiving no help to Broadway Page 41 
Laurence Schwab must rest t indefinitely. Page 43 
WB topping Bway legit.. Page 43 


With two pictures to be released 
shortly, Selznick-International 
| retain all of its New York staff de- 


James Roosevelt on Monday (27), 
in New York, denied allegations in 
a syndicated Washington column last 
week that he had interfered in Gov- 
ernment tax-evasion cases in Holly- 
wood and in a suit pending against 
the Giannini banking clan. Report 
was that his activity had aroused 
considerable ire by his father and 
other New Deal execs. 

Roosevelt is extending his New 
York stay, ‘on private business,’ 
until Friday. At the N. Y. offices 
of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., of which 
he is v.p., he declared the story, by 


Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, 
Washington columnists, ‘utterly 
false.’ 


In addition to the charges of ‘in- 
terference’ in Government litigation, 
which were leveled against the 
President's son, a postscript in the 
column declared that Washington 
sources have information to the ef- 
fect that Roosevelt's $50,000-a-year 
salary js not coming entirely from 
but from a whole coteri¢é 
of film industry interests who are 
involved in pending Governmental 
cases, 

Fred Storm, Goldwyn press and 
exploitation representative, it is un- 
derstood, will go with Roosevelt if 
the latter quits Goldwyn and or- 
ganizes his own company. Storm is 
also in N. Y. now, having preceded 
Jimmy east by a few days. Roose- 


velt and Storm have long been 
friends. 
Storm, former Washington cor- 


respondent for the United Press, only 
recently joined the Goldwyn staff. 


| He is currently arranging publicity 


|and exploitation on ‘Raffles,” which 
will be released in New York 
shortly. 


during 


FOWLER AND McCAREY’S 


CRITICAL AUTO CRASH 


Nov. 28. 
screen 
film di- 
condition 
sustained 
Azusa, 


Gene Fowler, author and 
writer, and Leo McCarey, 
rector, are in a critical 
from auto crash injuries 
Monday night (27) near 
about 40 miles east of Los Angeles. 
McCarey is reported near death 
from a skull fracture, body injuries, 
burns and a badly mangled arm. 


| Fowler suffered injuries to his back, 


will | 


spite the studio shutdown slated to | 


| begin next week and continue for 
possibly as long as three 
S-I Coast help has been given two 
| weeks’ notice which becomes effec- 
tive Tuesday (5), 

Selznick’s N. Y. story editor, Kay 
Brown, will be the only one east af- 
fected by the siesta. She will limit 
| her work to a maximum of two days 
|}each week, but will keep up with all 
|new books and has been instructed 
' to option, as before, potential picture 
| material. use her vacation 
|period to attend Brooklyn Law 
; School in the evenings for a course 
copyright. 
| Although the length of the studio 
| shutdown hasn't been decided yet 
rt may take place as early 
as Feb. 1, it is understood. S-I has 
ltwo more pix promised for United 
| Artists release after ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ (Metro) and ‘Rebecca’ to UA. 

Miss Brown left on Friday (24) for | 
Atlanta, 
today (Wednesday ) representing | 
Selznick in Metro's’ exploitation 
plans for the ‘Wind’ preem. Dowell 
Calvert, Selznick eastern rep, at- 
tended the sales policy meeting on 


‘end in Chicago. 


months. | 


knee, chest and body burns, but is 
expected to recover. 

Driver of the auto which crashed 
into Fowler and McCarey escaped 
with slight injuries. He said the 
cars collided on a turn. 


Ilona Massey 3d Gite 


To Go Concert Touring 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Ilona Massey steps out on a concert 
tour in January, following the foot- 
steps of her Metro colleagues, Jean- 
ette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy. 
‘Balalaika,’ in which Miss Massey 


' co-starred with Eddy, is in the Cul- 


| 


| 


| 


'‘Wind’ held by Metro over the week- | 


ver City cutting room. 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 30, Lawrence Azard Klip- 
fonpein (Los Angeles to Honolulu). 

Nov. 25 (London to New York) 
Gilbert Miller, David Rose «Name of 
boat censored). 

Nov. 30 (New York to Lisbon) Jo- 


where she'll remain until | seph Friedman, Jack Segal ‘Atlantic 


Clipper). 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
George Baker, Olive Groves, Rene 


‘Hubert, Joseph Friedman. 
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FLOCK NY. 
FILM EXECS 
COAST 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Looks like a new gold rush to Cali- 
fornia these days, with caravans of 
home office biggies hastening to 
Hollywood to look over the various 
problems of labor and production 
schedules for 1940-1941, 

Vanguard of the transcontinental 
trek consisted of Murray Silver- 
stone of United Artists, Jack Cohn 
of Columbia and Herbert Yates of 
Republic, followed by the Para- 
mount contingent, consisting of 
Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, 
Neil Agnew and John Hicks, Jr. 
Next came Universal’s Nate Blum- 
berg and J. Cheever Cowdin, who 
arrived yesterday (Mon.) 

Expected in the next few days 
are Sidney R. Kent and Herman 
Wobber of 20th-Fox, George J. 
Schaefer, RKO’s prexy, Nicholas M. 
Schenck of Metro, Gradwell Sears 
of Warners, W. Ray Johnston of 
Monogram and James R. Grainger 
of Republic. 

General idea is to get the 1940-41 
features away to an early start, with 
some of them slated to get under 
way before the end of January. 


Blumberg’s Busy 3 Weeks 


Nate Blumberg, Universal prez, 
will be west for at least three weeks. 
One of principal points of discus- 
gion with studio chiefs will be re- 
adjustments of picture budgets in 
view of war conditions abroad. With 
reports from Europe increasing 
somewhat in optimism, and 50% of 
currency being allowed out of Eng- 
Jand, Blumberg is understood pre- 
pared to relax somewhat the tight- 
ening of the reins which was or- 
dered immediately after hostilities 
were declared. 

Decision on stories for at least 
half a dozen players whom U has 
either under termers or option also 
require his attention. A_ vehicle 
must be selected for Charles Boyer, 
who was originally slated for the 
next Deanna Durbin, ‘It’s a Date,’ 
but has been replaced because of his 
delay in arriving from France. New 
story must be selected by Feb. 15. 

There must be a decision also on 
stories for Irene Dunne. She has two 
to make. Robert Montgomery and 
Robert Young are also under agree- 
ment to appear in one film apiece 
for U as part of the deal by which 
Metro acquired ‘Madame Curie’ biog, 
while Margaret Sullavan and George 
Murphy are under option, Blumberg’s 
word being awaited on their future. 

Parites’ Party 

Paramount group, including Bar- 
ney Balaban, Stanton L. Griffis, Neil 
F. Agnew, John W. Hicks, Jr., and 
Russell Holman, will spend two 
weeks or more on the Coast confer- 
ring with Y. Frank Freeman, William 
LeBaron and others on production 
plans, current operating problems, 


KEEP IT RESTRICTED TO H’WOOD 


Wage differences between the Hollywood 
studios and craft unions have been temporaily 
settled. Producers have granted the demanded 
10% wage increases, retroactive to Oct. 10, and 
continuing until Feb. 15, 1940, when the ques- 
tion will be reopened and conferees will ex- 
amine the state of the industry at that date. 
Arbitration will be resorted to in an effort to 
reach a new settlement, provided representa- 
tives of each side cannot come to an agree- 
ment, 


Truce prevails at the moment, and a threat- 
ened strike of employees, which would have 
stopped production and, perhaps, exhibition, 
was called off by union leaders last Saturday 
(23). 


That the situation remains acute there can 
be little doubt in view of the statement issued 
by union leaders as to their position on Feb. 
15. It follows: 

‘The position of the unions on Feb. 15 will 
be as it is now and has been consistently; that 
is, that before any readjustment is allowed to 
diminish the earning power of the studio work- 
men, the salaries of those receiving $2,000 a 
week and upward should be carefully scrutin- 
ized. 

‘If retrenchment is absolutely necessary on 
Feb. 15, then it should begin in the higher 
brackets, not among the employees whose 
average (annual) wage is around $900.’ 


As always, in disputes of this character, 


there are innocent victims of controversial 
forces who have no opportunity to voice senti- 
ment or change the course of events. In this 
instance, the interests of thousands of theatre 
owners and operators throughout the United 


States are in jeopardy as result of the clash. 


between studios and workers in Hollywood. 
Reliable sources report there are about 5,000 
out of 13,000 American theatres that employ 
I. A. T. S. E. film operators, who would be sub- 
ject to sympathetic strike call if the studio 
crafts walk out of their jobs. As nearly ali 
important key theatres employ IA operators it 
would be a matter of only a short time before 
the whole structure of distribution and exhibi- 
tion would be at a standstill. All other the- 
atre workers would be off the payrolls, through 
no will of their own, and the consequent dis- 
tress would be widespread. 

Independent theatre operators, therefore, 
have a distinct interest in the progress of 
‘events in Hollywood. 


Local and national theatre owners’ associa- 
tions should exert their influence immediately, 
through every agency at their disposal, and in- 
sist that the issues of Hollywood’s union 
troubles be confined to the area of the studios, 
and not be permitted to embroil theatre work- 
ers. To this end, public sentiment in support 
of the theatres’ position, can be marshalled 
and made effective. 


Steps in a program of this protective nature 
should be taken immediately. 


‘ABE’ COSTING 
RKO MAKE 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Papers were filed yesterday (Mon- 


Rushing Through Life 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Generations suceed each other 
| 43 190 with amazing speed at the War- 
+ 3 ner studio, where the 


Daughters’ are about to become 
‘Four Mothers’ after a brief ex- 
perience as ‘Four Wives.’ 

Original quartet of gals, Lola, 
Priscilla and Rosemary Lane and 
Gale Page, are approaching film 
motherhood with the same di- 
rector, Michael Curtiz. 


COAST LABOR 


Columbus, Nov. 29. 
P. J. Wood, secretary of the Ohio 


‘Four 


day) in the County Clerk’s office, 
covering a loan of $756,865 by the 
Bank of America, revealed that Max 
Gordon’s film version of ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois’ cost $1,043,190 to 
produce for RKO release. 

Total cost includes half of $225,000 
paid to Robert Sherwood for the 
picture rights, the author to draw 
an additional 10% of gross over 
$2,000,000. 


Idle Insurance Act 
Revise Saves H’wood 


Over $2,000,000 Yr, | current labor disputes on the west 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
in the California 


ITO, has advanced the suggestion 
that the entire motion picture indus- 
try unite in combating ‘unfair de- 


mands’ by the labor unions. His 
suggestion was prompted by the 


coast. 

Wood stated, ‘Inasmuch as the ex- 
| hibitor must pay for any concessions 
| granted the unions, I would say that 


Under RKO’s distribution deal, the 
studio charges 20% of the actual 
production cost to cover general 
overhead for use of studio’s facili- 
ties. 


LABOR UNREST HOLDS 
UP PAIR AT 20TH-FOX 


1940-41 program, ete. Balaban and 
Griffis pulled out for Chicago in time 
to spend Thanksgiving there, balance | 
of party leaving Friday night (24), | 
hooking up with others in Chicago | 
for trip west Saturday (25), 

Under last plans, Hicks will not | 
join Zukor on latter’s trip through | 
Central and South America. Zukor, 
accompanied by Mrs. Zukor, stopped 
off in Tucson middle of last week en 
route to Miami on way to Havana. 
From Havana they go to Mexico City, 
dropping down from there into South 
America. 


LeBaron’s ‘Miami’ For 
Mary Martin Buildup 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Next link in the buildup chain for 
Mary Martin is ‘Miami,’ to be pro- 
duced and directed by Andrew 
Stone ahead of ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye,’ recently bought by Paramount 
as a starrer for Miss Martin. 

Story of ‘Miami’ was written some 
years ago by William LeBaron, now 
Paramount’s production chief, and 
the late Victor Jacobi, who did the 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Unsettled labor situation caused 
20th-Fox to postpone start of two 
productions from Nov. 27 to Dec. 18. 

Pictures are ‘The Cisco Kid in 
Chicago’ and an untitled sequel to | 
‘Hotel For Women,’ both in Sol 
Wurtzel’s unit. 


Fewer B’s for Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Paramount execs, in session at the | 
studio yesterday (Monday), decided | 
to trim the number of B pix on the 
1940-41 slate. 

Films will carry minimum budgets 
of $200,000 as against some as low as 
$130,000 on the current season’s cal- 
endar. 


Greenwood’s Comeback 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Charlotte Greenwood makes her 
retusn to films after’ eight years in 
20th-rox ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star.’ 


Score, 


Linda Darnell does the twinkling. 


New provision 


unemployment insurance act will 


save more than $2,000,000 annually | 


for studios, execs and employees who | 
are paid more than $3,000 a year. | 


After Jan. 1 the state will tax only | 
the first $3,000. 


Under the original statute the em- | 
ployee paid 1% of his yearly salary, | 
no matter how big, and the employer | 
remitted 2.71% of the payroll. Under | 
the old law some execs and top ac- 
tors have paid as high as $5,000 a 
year for the right to collect $15 a 
week when out of work. 

Unemployment benefits, under the | 
recent provision, go up from $15 to/| 
$18 weekly as a maximum, with a 
minimum of $10 weekly, as against | 
the former scale which ran from $7 
to $15. Hollywood gets a break, | 
since it pays and receives about 40% | 
of the state’s large salaries. 


Langton Back West | 
After Scouting Scribs 


Francis D. Langton, chief of Para- | 
mount's writers, trained west Satur- | 
day (25) after two weeks in New | 
York interviewing possible additions | 
to his Coast staff. 

No one was inked by Langton but 
several comparatively unknowns | 


have been instructed to await a call 


from the Coast as soon as it is deter- 
mined on what basis Par will go! 
ahead with its 1940-41 program. 


ithe problems of the producers auto- 
matically become those of the the- 
atre owners.’ 


MARCH, GARSON DUO 
FOR METRO’S ‘SUSAN’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Metro will bracket Fredric March 


j}and Greer Garson in the leads of 


‘Susan and God,’ originally intended 
or Norma Shearer. George Cukor 
directs and Hunt Stromberg 


| duces. 

Picture gets under way after first | || 
of year, with March completing the | || 
RKO for 


film before reporting to 
‘The American Way.’ 


Gene Zukor’s 2d at Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Eugene Zukor rolled ‘The Way of | 
All Flesh,’ his second picture as as- | || 


sociate producer at Paramount. 

Akim Tamiroff has the top role, 
played in the original version by 
Emil Jannings. 


Another Lift for Jane 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Jane Withers had her option lifted | 


by 20th-Fox and started her sixth 
year on the lot. 
Currently she is co-starring with 


|Gene Autry in ‘Shootin’ High.’ 


OFFSET 


Hope for 60-75c Taxation 
Start — Even a 5c Tilt 
Spread Over 10,000 
Houses Would Help All 
Around 


BALLY ITS BENEFITS 


Searching out some logical means 
of boosting the domestic income of 
distributors, the industry is present- 
ly mulling the possibilities of an- 
other drive against the present 40c 
‘ceiling’ on theatre admissions. Move- 
ment, now in the preliminary stages, 
would seek a revision upwards of 
the present 10% war tax on admis- 
sion tickets which begin at scales 
over 40c. This would see a campaign 
looking to establishment of 60-75c as 
the point where the taxation should 
Start. 

The problem of eliminating this 
40c ceiling on the picture theatre’s 
boxoffice has been up before. But 
this is the first time that all branches 
of the picture business have been 
in such agreement that something 
must be done to lift the admission 
price level throughout the nation. 
New campaign would be predicated 
on the theory that this is the most 
logical and certain method of over- 
coming losses in the foreign field, 
caused by the war, either through 
declines at the boxoffices abroad or 


through freezing of currency by bel- 
ligerents. 
Main talking point, aside from the 


fact that improved domestic revenue 
is essential to healthy theatre busi- 
ness, profitable operat:»ns for pro- 
ducer and distributor and mainten- 
ance of high salaries, is that in- 
creased revenue all down the line 
in the industry will mean higher tax 
revenue, compensating for losses sus- 
tained by raising the point where the 
taxation shall start. 

It is widely known in the trade 
that the start of theatre taxes at 
40c automatically forms a barrier 
against efforts to raise the nation’s 
admission price level. Exhibitors 
contend they are shackled by this 
40. barrier which is the line of de- 
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Coast Studios Labor Mess Seen 


Further Helping 


Judge to Set U. S. Trust 


trust action against the major film 
companies will be set Friday (Dec. 


federal court. 


To Bring Some Production Fast 1) by Judge John C, Knox in N. Y. 


Union strife on the Coast which, | 
during the past week, had the whole | 


industry jittery, together with the 
ever-present danger of increased 


taxation, more ham-and-eggs move- . 


ments, etc., is reportedly encouraging | was renewed for three more pictures, | claiming 


Par Ties Jones for Three 


Hollywood, Nov, 28. 
Allan Jones’ deal with Paramount 


confer today (Wednesday) with Paul 
Williams and William Farnsworth to 


clean up the questions of interroga- | 


tories. 

It is expected that the U. S. will 
seek a date of trial in March, 1940, 
that three months are 


producing quarters to go along on beginning with ‘The Count of Lux-' sufficient to enable all defendants to 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s campaign embourg,’ scheduled to roll late in| prepare answers. The Government 


to move some film-making east. In | 
circles close to the situation, it is, 
believed that the LaGuardia battle 
to get film production for New York 


January. 


Singing actor leaves tomorrow 


(Wed.) for two weeks at the Para- | 


mount, New York. He recently com- 


_expects to be able to answer the film 
/companies’ interrogatories, which 
will be served on them Friday, 
| within that period. It is expected 


is of such timeliness at present that | pleted ‘The Great Victor Herbert.’ | that this will meet with opposition 


even more than the 10° asked for | 
may be shifted from the Pacific. 
Producers are declared in_ the 
mood to do anything to wriggle out 
of the clutches of the Coast union 
setup and, in labor quarters in New 
York, leaders are high on the pros- 
pects of an about-face by the film 
companies in view of the troubles 
that are constantly cropping up in 
Hollywood. 
Union higher-ups point with opti- | 
mism to the action taken by the_ 
Central Trades & Labor Council at | 
a recent regular bi-monthly meeting 
when a resolution was passed as- 
suring producers that there would | 
be no trouble with studio crafts for | 
an uninterrupted period of five years 
if they would set up shop in the east. | 
It is pointed out that perhaps the | 
time is getting ripe for the producers 
to go for that kind of a deal and) 
hinted that if a five-vear agreement | 
could be negotiated, it might even be 
at the same scale as now. If an in- 
crease were negotiated, it is then 
added that the producers would save | 
in the east, as against Hollywood, | 
because they wouldn't require the 
same number of men per produc- 
tion. 
Eastern Unions te Co-op 
The feeling is that the producers, 
with LaGuardia and banking inter- 
ests prodding them, may be inclined, 
in view of labor conditions out west, 
to test the possibility of closer 
harmony on the Atlantic coast. 
Union officials in the studio crafts 
point up the fact that there has 
never been any trouble with labor 
on the eastern end. and there is no 
likelihood of it in the future under 
what is termed a more or less 
‘handshake agreement’ policy. 
Resolution concerning peace for 
five years, if producers wanted to | 
talk turkey to the New York unions, | 
goes far beyond the studio crafts | 
themselves and, having been passed | 
before the Central Trades & Labor | 
Council, would mean the assurance | 
of all labor, including the A.F.L., in 
that connection. Thus, no one union 
or, for that matter, all of the studio 
crafts. could be expected to kick 


over the traces and go back on such | 


an agreement. 

Studio unions in the east are ex- 
ceedingly strong for the proposal to 
build a Cinema City for as many 
producers as want to participate. 
The mayor is warm for a production 
center development and understood 
that the matter of financing it is sim- 
ply a detail following numerous con- 
ferences that have 
money men. Under plans drawn, it 
would cost upward of $10,000,000, it 
has been estimated. 

Schaefer Sees Mayor 

Meeting with producers and others 
during the past week, including 
George J. Schaefer, the mayor may 
huddle today (Wednesday) with the 
studio union committee, consisting of 
Sol J. Scoppa of Studio Mechanics, 
Local 52, who had been very active 
on the campaign from the beginning: 
Florence Marston of SAG: Fred 
Marshall, United Scenic Artists and 
Charles Downes of the cameramen’s 


union. 
Schaefer's conference with the 
mayor,. at which the president of 


RKO stated he would be glad to co- 
operate, without defining what 
moves might be made by that major, 
was held Friday (24). Nelson Rocke- 
feller, with whom the mayor has dis- 
cussed the N, Y. film-making cam- 
paign several times, talked to the 
city’s chief exec the same day. 
LaGuardia has also gone over the 
matter with John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
and understood the Rockefellers. 
who are deeply in RKO and operate 
the Music Hall, are very much in 
accord with the mavor’s offensive. 
Another angle, so far as RKO is 
concerned, is the attitude of Floyd 
Odlum. He favors production in the 
east, it is declared, and is of the 
opinion that pictures can be made as 
good in New York as in California 
(Continued on page 18) 


been held with | 


Film will be concurrent at the Par. 


20TH-FOX TAKES OVER 
‘TURRET’ FROM GOLDWY 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Twentieth-Fox bought Samuel 
Goldwyn’s entire investment in ‘The 
Sweetheart of Turret One,’ cur- 
rently in preparation, for a price un- 


the services of Jon Hall, top-billed, 
and Niven Busch, who is working on 
the screenplay. Sale indicates that 


from the defendants who will seek a 
, six-month delay, leaving any com- 
promise to Judge Knox to decide. 


Suit’s Trial Date on Fri. 


Trial date of the Government anti- 


The companies will | 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


| 


Can't Take It, Eh? 


Sudden stoppage of Warners series of satirical shorts in Technicolor 
is attributed to a double protest. 
Samuel Goldwyn, Who considered himself caricatured by the linguistic 
boners affected by Fritz Feld in the role of a foreign dictator. 
ducer is said to have threatened to withdraw his picture from Warners 
theatres unless the comedies were dropped. Second protest is declared 


One is understood to come from 


Pro- 


| to have come from the Motion Picture Producers Assn. fearing that 
| the public might get the idea that all film execs were screwballs. 


| between $30,000 and $40,000 each. 


Two pictures, written and directed by Crane Wilbur, were titled 
‘Out Where the Stars Begin’ and ‘Swingtime in the Movies.’ 


They cost 


Since several months ago he indi-. 


'cated that he felt the issues should 
be tried at the earliest convenience 
for all, it is likely that a trial before 
summer will be assured. 


0th Answers 


‘derstood to be $50,000. Deal includes ' 


| 


~ Fannie Brice; 


Goldwyn will halt studio activities | 


for several months with the comple- | 


Other Actions 


tion of ‘The Westerner,’ now before 


; the cameras. 


Unusual deal is the second made 
by 20th-Fox in recent weeks. The 
other was the purchase of ‘The 
Great Commandment’ from Cathe- 


completed. 


-Jessel-Hecht Setting 


Old Bio Studio Lease 


Deal for use of the old Biograph 
studios in the Bronx by George Jes- 
sel and Ben Hecht may be com- 
pleted with the owners, Empire 
Trust Co., tomorrow (Thursday). 
Numerous talks have been held with 
bank execs and all detiils have been 
worked out except the actual amount 
of coin to be paid for use of the 
studios. 

Empire, as its part of the deal, will 
furnish the Biograph location to Jes- 
sel and Hecht fully equipped for 
lensing. It is now vacant and equip- 
ment will be purchased as soon as 
final papers are signed. J&H will 
rent the studios on a daily basis, but 
their agreement gives them first op- 
tion rights for its use for production 
of the three films which they have 
slated. 


Lone Ranger Sues Rep. 


For $10,000 on Serial 


The Lone Ranger, Inc., filed suit 
in N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday) against Republic Produc- 
tions, Inc., seeking $10,000 damages 
plus an injunction to restrain fur- 
ther production of the serial. 

Also sought is permission to ex- 
amine the defendant's books as, un- 
der a contract, the plaintiff was to 
receive 10% of the gross of the se- 
rial after $390,000 was reached, 

4 
What, Again? 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
George O'Brien rescues the same 
gal for the third successive time in 


dral Films after the picture had been | 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Twentieth Century-Fox last week 
filed answer to Fannie Brice’s suit 
for $750,000 damages for alleged de- 
famation of character in the pic- 
ture, ‘Rose of Washington Square,’ 
denving that the film had any con- 
nection with her and that all the 
characters were fictional. 

Also set forth that the story of 
Fannie Brice and Nick Arnstein was 
/completely public, and finally, that 
Miss Brice continues to earn consid- 
| erable money as a performer, so that 
the picture couldn't have harmed 
her earning capacity. 

LaVarre’s WB Appeal 
Albany, N. Y., Nov. 28. 

William LaVarre's suit to collect 
$50,000 from Warner Bros. Pictures, 
|Inc., for. story material which, he 
claims, was used in two films, ‘Bed- 
side’ and ‘Gambling Lady’ was 
argued in the Court of Appeals, 
| highest tribunal. LaVarre appealed 
from a dismissal) of the action in 
|N. Y. supreme court and affirmed 
by the Appellate Division. He claims 
the producers engaged him to write 
a scenario, featuring Warren Wil- 
liam, to be called ‘The Bedside 
Manner.’ The work was rejected, ac- 
cording to appellant, but plot later 
was employed in ‘Bedside.’ Similar- 
ly, scenario material turned out for 
a Barbara Stanwyck starrer sub- 
sequently appeared jin ‘Gambling 
Lady.’ LaVerre alleges he received 
no compensation in either case. ‘The 
Bedside Manner’ story was, writer 
says, the beginning of a 
popular, lucrative motion pictures 
dramatizing the medical profession. 


Company contends both films were ' 


produced from Original stories 
written by other authors and gen- 
erally denies LaVarre’s allegations. 
It credits authorship of the first pic- 
ture to Manuel Seff and Harvey 
Threw; the second to Doris Malloy 
and Ralph Biock. 


his untitled western which rolls to- | 


morrow (Wed.) for RKO. 
Femme lead is Virginia Vail. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Novy. 28. 

Paramount hoisted Wanda Mc- 
Kay’s player option. 

Universal handed John Sutton new 
actor ticket. 

Phyllis Brooks drew new player 
pact at RKO. 

20th-Fox lifted June Gale’s player 
option. 

Dalies Frantz inked actor pact with 
Metro. 

William Brent drew a writer ticket 
at 20th-Fox, 

Metro signed John Wray to two- 
picture player deal. 

Metro hoisted George Murphy's 
option, 

Leslie Fenton inked new director 
with Metro, 


Chaplin No Pirate 

Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Charges’ of 

Charlie 

ture ‘Modern Times,’ was tossed out 

of superior court. Michael Kustuff, 

Russian author, claimed the actor 
had pirated his script, 


plagiarism against 


London Court Reverses 
Eliz. Allan’s 17G Award 


London, Novy. 16. 
Court of Appeals has granted ap- 
peal by Metro (British) against an 
award of $17,000 to Elizabeth Allan, 
film actress. A lower court decision 
hac been im favo: of Miss Allan. 


Miss Allan sued for breach of con- | 


tract and damages, alleging the com- 
_ pany engaged her to play Christine 
| in “The Citadel.’ The Mister of the 


Rolls (Appeals judge) refused per- 
|mission to appeal to the House of 
Lords. 


cycle of | 


Chaplin, involving the pic- | 


Finale for Grand National is ex- 
,pected to take place this afternoon 
| (Wednesday), when creditors of the 
‘company, which has filed a voluntary 
| bankruptcy petition, meet once again 
| with referee Peter B, Olney, Jr., in 
|N. Y. federal court. Creditors, who 
/last Friday (24) named Joseph Dan- 
|nenberg their counsel, are set to ask 
ithat a permanent receiver be ap- 
pointed to liquidate the firm or that 
Earle W. Hammons, GN prez, be 


forced to put up a $50.000 bond to. 


cover any future losses if he desires 
,to continue operation of the business. 
Inasmuch as the bond idea was 
| suggested by the referee, and cred- 
jitors believe that Hammons will be 
| unable to furnish such a sum in view 
;of the company’s present prospects, 
|it is expected Hammons will be 
forced to relinquish control. Only 
thing that could possibly give him a 
|reprieve would be proof positive that 
‘he has obtained a loan from the Re- 
,construction Finance Corp., for which 
he has long been dickering.  Inas- 
much as the creditors have also had 
}communications from the RFC that 
ithis is unlikely, they feel it is time 


for them to step in. Referee last 
week said he would acquiesce to 
their desires on this. 

| The moment the bankruptcy is 
!complete, however, a combine of 


‘bankers, production and distribution 
men is ready to step in and buy the 


assets, which they consider princi- 
pally to be the exchange setup. 
| They are prepared to establish a 


company of their own and will facil- 
itate this by buying up GN if it can 
be accomplished without getting 
themselves involved in litigation. In- 
cluded in the new proposals are sev- 
| eral important creditors of GN, who 
‘naturally don’t want to take over 
|until bankruptcy purges its present 
debts. 


Hammons’ Plea for a Week 


In an attempt to stay the appoint- 
ment of a permanent receiver, Ham- 
mons On Monday (27) sent out a 
mimeographed letter to all creditors 
asking their indulgence for another 
week and promising he'll have the 
RFC money. Creditors are in no 
mood to wait, however, as the result 
of an event of last Friday (24), and 
some may take further legal action 
against Hammons individually. Many 
serious allegations were made be- 
fore Referee Olney. 

A big burnup was the refusal of 
Hammons to allow Thomas J. Shana- 
han, chairman of the creditors’ 
committee, to attend a confab, as per 
|; Olney’s orders, among Hammons. 
T. K. Stevenson, prez of Electrical 
Research Products, Inc.. which was 
supposed to have advanced $100,000 
for GN’s reorganization, and Thomas 
J. Ahearn, N. Y. rep of the RFC. 

When Shanahan was informed that 
| the meeting was to be at a private 
luncheon by Stevenson, who told 
| him he wasn't invited, Shanahan 
; called Olney. Olney was away and 
another referee instructed Shanahan 


continued to maintain 


that he didn’t have to invite anyone 

he didn’t want, to his luncheon. 
Meeting of the creditors’ com- 

| mittee was held Jater in the aft- 


|ernoon, with Hammons invited to 


| had made at the earlier confab with 
Stevenson and Ahearn. He phoned 
|to say he had nothing to report. 
Shanahan reported he had _ talked 
with Stevenson a few minutes be- 
fore, who told him Erpi had no 
$100,000 commitment to GN. 


Allege $4,000 Weekly Loss 
A second meeting of creditors of 
Grand National Pictures, Inc. was 
held Wednesday (22) before referee 
Peter B. Olney Jr. in N. Y. federal 
court. At this meeting, Joseph Dan- 


| to attend and pay for his own lunch. | 


,nenberg, 


Creditors to Ask Permanent R’c'v'r 


For Grand National Today (Wed.) 
Or That Earle Hammons Step Out 


attorney for a creditor, 
continued his attack on the company 
and told the court that after an jn- 


' vestigation of the books of the com- 


Goldstein who 


vany by A. Jesse Goldstein, his ac. 
countant, he was convinced that the 
company was hopelessly insolvent 
and was losing not the $2,000 we« kly 
as testified to by Earle Hammons, 
president, but over $4,000 weekly. In 
this statement he was backed up by 
informed the court 
that taking amortization and depre- 
ciation into consideration the sum 
would be $8,000 weekly. 


Creditors committee, representing 
diversified interests was chosen. They 
are Thomas J. Shanahan, a banker, 
representing Jerome D. Maguire, a 
secured creditor holding $22,000 in 
claims; Hap Hadley, representing 
himself, with $730 in claims; Richard 
F. Walsh, v.p. of the IATSE, repre-' 
senting wage claims; Henry Wald- 
man, representing William Bein, of 
Cincinnati, a landlord, holding $1.159 
in claims; Allen E. Freedman, of De- 
Luxe Laboratories, representing $19.- 
000 in claims; and Samuel Sedran, 
representing small creditors, $366. 

There were two nominations for 
tentative trustee, Harry Fromberg, 
attorney, 320 Broadway, being 
elected. He must post a bond of 
$20,000. 

Dannenberg then explained tc the 
court what he meant when he szid 
the company was hopelessly insel- 
vent. He pointed out that trade- 
marks and reissue rights are 
ried on the books as the main esset, 
and supposedly worth $1,060,922. This 
is a jump from a figure of $12,166, 
which was the amount first listed, the 
attorney claimed. He accused the 
company of selecting an arbitrary 
figure, and putting it on the books 
so that asseis overbalanced liab)lities. 

The referee agreed that $1.000.000 
was more than could be expected in 
a sale for the rights to trademarks, 
but it was pointed out by Rogers 
that the RFC loan could not be se- 
cured if GN were out of business, in 
which case the company mighi just 
as well fold now, 


Cale 


Hammons declared that the RFC 
would not loan the money if iit felt 
that the company would fold imme- 
diately thereafter. As to the leases, 
they are being left in a siatus quo 
position, as the referee poinied out if 
the plan goes through the company 
wil] need them, and if it fails they 
will not, 


Safier Drafts New Deal 
For GN Western "Changes 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
New distribution arrangements for 


Grand National product has been 
worked out for Salt Lake City, Port- 
land and Seattle by Morris Safer, 
company’s western district sales 
chief, 


In Portland and Seattie GN prod- 
uct will be distributed by former 
exchange workers on a_ percentage 
deal, and in Salt Lake City former 


/company employes have been } laced 
‘on a new salary arrangement to act 
|as distributors. 

|attend and report what progress he | 


Los Angeles exchange employes 


were given wage checks for week 
ending (25) upon return of Sefer 
date 


and have been paid in full tc 
with exception of two weeks wares 


waived, one in July and other in 


October, Claims for both these 
weeks have been filed and employes, 


as preferred creditors, will probably 


signed, 


be reimbursed when financial details 
of company finally are worked ©" 

W. C. Riter, for the past two yews 
manager of GN exchange here, I 


| 
| 


~ 
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Means $200,000 Wage Uppage 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Studio wage hike effected by Willie Bioff will cost the film producers 
a total of about $200,000 per annum, with an additional $50,000 if pro- 
duction is at peak. The $3,000,000 figure mentioned as the upped over- 
head is a theoretical one if the entire 23,000 employes coming under 
the new agreement were working at the same time, which is unheard 


of. 


It is figured that only about 2,170 employes will share in the pay tilt, 
including 1,070 laborers not affiliated with the IATSE; 350 plasterers, 
400 machinists, 250 building service employes and 100 welders, molders, 


blacksmiths and allied crafts. 


One-third of the laborers work occasionally at indies, hence are not 


affected in the tilt, which is restricted to majors. 


Of the total number 


of employes, most are part-time workers. Some now receive 62%2c. an 


hour, some 75c. and a few 9lc. 


Pay of all is to be equalized at 9le, 


League of N.Y. Theatres Again 


Defers Vote on Film Financing 


League of New York Theatres 
will vote Friday (1) on the proposed 
Wharton-Wilk plan for the return 
of Hollywood financing to legit pro- 
duction. Plan, which is in the form 
of an amendment to the Dramatists 
Guild minimum basic agreement 
with the managers, was adopted sev- 


eral weeks ago by the Guild mem- 
bership and now awaits approval by 
the producers before it becomes ef- 
fective. 

The League, which includes many 
of the leading Broadway managers, 


had been expected to vote on the| 
amendment at its meeting yesterday, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


(Tuesday) but consideration of the | 
theatre ticket code took up all the’ 


time of the meeting. After the 
League gets around to vuting on the 
film financing plan the Guild will | 
call a meeting of the signatory man- 
agers who are not members of the, 
League. Expected that proxies will} 
be taken from the managers who} 
vote in the League balloting, so they | 
will not have to attend both meet- 
ings. Figured that the League may 
geek by its vote to ‘recommend’ the} 


| 


| 


| 


action of the non-member managers. | 


Meanwhile, despite reports that 
Warner Bros. has acquired the film 
rights to Sidney Kingsley’s ‘The 
World We Make,’ at the Guild, N. Y., 
no actual deal has taken place. War- | 
ners back the production, but did so 
under the existing minimum basic | 
agreement, so the screen rights are 
still in the open market. It had been 
announced that Warners would use 
the piece as a vehicle for Bette Davis, 
and, 
legit production, it is presumably in- 
terested in obtaining the 
rights. But no 
known to have been made. 


COL. CLARIFIES STAND 
ON BACKING LEGITERS 


screen | 
outright bids are 


| 


| 
| 


| 

Columbia’s position on backing of 
legit productions was clarified Mon- | 
day (27) by D. A. Doran, who came | 


ast last week as special representa- 
tive of Harry Cohn, Col prez, and 
who will represent the company in 
any play production it undertakes. 
Doran declared that he has been 
sent to N. Y. to purchase properties 
of all types which Columbia can an- 
nounce in March as on its 1940-41 
schedule. If plays can be bought 
without producing them on the legit 


Stage first, that is preferred, he said. | 


However, if the company comes 
across any plays which authors will 
not sell, without having them bap- 
tized on Broadway before being 


filmed, Columbia is ready to do busi- | 


ness, 

Whether Doran acts as producer 
of any legiter undertaken will de- 
Pend on circumstances, he said. If 


the play is not optioned by an es-| 


tablished producer and Doran feels | 


it is the type of thing he could do, 
he will handle the producer reins. 
If, however, the play is owned by a 
producer or Doran hesitates to 
undertake it himself, the company 
will back an established entrepre- 
neur, similar to the Warner Bros. 
arrangements with George Abbott. 


This is the preferred plan, Doran. 


Said. 


| fusal to play in 
since the studio financed the} 


Tours Draws Music 


Job on Producers Pix 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Producers Corp. signed Frank 
Tours to supervise music for all its 
pictures. First is ‘Kingdom Come,’ 
a musical starring John Charles 
Thomas. 

Currently Tours is preparing the 
score for the Lee Garmes produc- 
tion, ‘And So Goodbye,’ at RKO, 


Hedy Loses Coin Tiff, 
Back to M-G at $500 
Wk.; Garfield-WB Accord 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Hedy Lamarr settled her contract | 
| feud with Metro and returned to 
| the payroll at her old salary, $500 a 
week. She had been holding out 
seven weeks for a weekly boost of 
$4,500. 


Star’s return resulted in an order 
| for extensive retakes and added| 
scenes for the unfinished picture, ‘I 
Take This Woman,’ in which she co-|} 
starred with Spencer Tracy. W. S.| 
Van Dyke was taken off his director | 
; chore on ‘New Moon’ and assigned | 
| to ‘Woman,’ which has been rewrit- | 
ten since it was laid on the shelf last | 
June. | 

John Garfield returned to the War-| 
ners payroll to take the top spot in| 
‘My Son’ after a three-week layoff. | 


Producer Grant of Raise to 
Crafts Seen as Move for 
Talent Salary Pruning — 
Bioff Gives Up on Pander- 
ing Rap 


FEB. 15, 1940, PARLEYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Threat of a general strike in the 
picture industry was dissipated Sat- 


urday (25) when the producers 
okayed a 10% pay hike for 23,000 
studio workers. Those affected in- 
clude machinists, plasterers, laborers, 
building service employes, welders 
and molders. 

A proviso was tacked on the wage 
grant that all pay increases since 
Aug. 15, 1939 will be relinquished if 
the film companies, by Feb. 15, 1940, 
can show the industry is not able 
to stand the extra drain. This con- 
dition was interpreted by leaders of 
the talent groups as another move 
by the producers and William Bioff 
to bring the actors, writers and di- 
rectors into a wage-cutting parley. 

The companies first turned thumbs 


down on Bioff’s demand for an in-| 
Fed- | gained quite a reputation for his per- | 


crease for certain American 


CURBS STRIKE 


Trying to Lens the Right Answerer 


Makes ‘Info Shorts Prod. a Screwy Job 


Reopen U.S. Quiz 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Federal Grand Jury investiga- 
tion of the film industry was re- 
opened here this week, with the 
return from Washington of 
Charles Carr, special assistant 
U.S. attorney-general. It is said 
that Carr has instructions to pre- 
sent all of his evidence to the 
jury and let them either vote in- 
dictments or return true bills. 
Carr's orders are to investigate 
income tax matters, restraint of 
trade and asserted labor racket- 
eering. 


Pathe last Wednesday (22) shot 
12,000 feet of film between 8 a.m. 
and 8:30 p.m. to make an 850-foot 
short that will run less than 10 min- 
utes. The cameraman, Tom Hogan, 
who’s been in the business 20 years, 
much of it as a newsreel lenser, 
terms it the screwiest job he has 
ever tackled. 

‘Even in a newsreel,’ he explained, 
‘you know which way the horses 
are going to run.’ 

Short was ‘Information Please,’ 
celluloid version of the radio show. 
It is probably the most unique job 
in recent motion picture history, like 
its three predecessors in the past 
few months, being entirely ad libbed 
and shot without a script. It was 


Veteran Tom Gorman 
Blames New School Of 
Mors. for Rowdyism 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 


Theatre managers are held to 
blame by Tom Gorman, division 
manager for RKO in Chicago, for un- 
controlled audience behavior in New 
York houses. Gorman was one-time 
manager of Keith’s Jefferson, in New | 
York’s East 14th street, where he| 


eration of Labor crafts outside the} suasive measures in keeping order in | 
International Alliance of Theatrical | a house once noted for its disorder. 


Stage Employes, But when Bioff and | 
his AFL Studio Conference threat- | allowed in New York theatres. 
unless the | 


ened a general strike 


demands were granted within 24 


‘When I see the behavior that is 
Gore 
‘particularly in the 
makes me 


man observes, 
| so-called first runs, it 


hours, the producers quickly capitu- | cio¢ Only bad management is re- 


lated. 


Following letter was sent to Bioff, | 


as chairman of the Conference, by a 
producer committee composed of} 
Joseph M. Schenck, Y. Frank Free-| 
man, E. J. Mannix, Walter 
and M. B. Silberberg: 

‘In order to avert a strike in the 
motion picture industry, we make 
the following proposal in response | 
to your demand for a 10% 


Wanger 


increase | 


in the basic wage rate of the crafts | 


represented by you. 


‘We herewith agree to a 10% in-| 


crease effective as of Oct. 10, 1939. 
‘We have endeavored to point out 


to vou that the conditions confront- 
are such as to} 
to grant any/ners is ‘The Villa On the Hill 


industry 
impractical 


| ing this 
| make it 


|sponsible for a condition that can 
lexist to bring forth stories like 
Variety published recently concern- 
| ing Jack Haley. 

‘I think many of the so-called new 
school of Broadway managers cer- 
t inly know little about handling 
| theatres because, if they knew their 
| business, such conditions would not 
| exist.’ 


Villa’ for Bette Davis 


Holiywood, Nov. 23. 


Bette Davis’ 
which 


Actor had been suspended for re-| Wage increase at the present time.! James Hilton is scripting. 


‘And It All Came) 
True.’ 


We particularly pointed out to you) 
(Continued on page 18) 


Camera work starts early in Janu- 
ary. 


NEW YORK 


154 West 46th St. 1708 


HOLLYWOOD 


No. Vine St. 


The Show Window of Show Business 


Anniversary N umber 


To be published late in December 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 
ADVERTISING COPY MAY BE SENT TO ANY VARIETY OFFICE 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martins PI. 


next starrer at War- | 


filmed at Fox-Movietone studios in 
Manhattan. 

Board of experts is the same as 
that on the air—John Kieran, N. Y. 
Times sports writer; Oscar Levant, 
musician-composer, and Franklin P. 
Adams, New York Post columnist. 
Guest was Deems Taylor. Previous 
guests have been Rex Stout, Gene 
Tunney and Clarence Budington 
‘Kelland. Clifton Fadiman, of course, 
serves as interlocutor. 

Hogan, who is assistant to Ray 
Foster, chief cameraman, admittedly 
has the toughest job on the set. He 
operates a movable camera and when 
|Fadiman asks the questions he has 
| to guess who will know the answer 
|and get the lens on him before he 
| replies. He’s pretty good at it, al- 
| though there seemed no explainable 
| reason why he selected Levant when 


| 


|Fadiman wanted to know what a 
| divan is. Taylor knew. 
| Just in case Hogan misses his 


guess, a long-shot camera operates 
simultaneously to get in the whole 
quartet of answerers, so no reply is 
completely missed. 

Shooting is quite an event at the 


studio. RKO, which distributes the 
shorts, invited about 50) exhibitors, 
who brought their friends, who 


brought their friends. Board of ex- 
|pe:'; also has a few friends in and 
| there are usually a number of in- 


'vited mewspapermen and all of 
| publicity department. Which 
|means that at one time or another 


| during the day there are more than 
| 300 spectators to trip over cables, 
|cough and tumble off of chairs on 
which they balance the better to 
i'view the proceedings. 

Shooting begins at 8 a.m., with the 
‘entire morning consumed in taking 
| Fadiman asking the questions. After- 
' noon is spent with the experts, Fadi- 
man not being pictured, although he 


continues to ask questions. * He’s 
dubbed in later. Evening is taken 
up with shooting of professional 


players acting out skits which are 
part of questions, bringing in pic- 
tures, performing chemical experi- 
ments and numerous other devices 
used in the process of stumping the 
experts. 

Questions are selected by Dan 
Golenpaul, producer of the radio 
version, who sits in the first row of 
gapers, bites his fingernzils, and 
bawls out Fadiman’s femme secre- 
tary for upsetting the navigator 
with something she says to him be- 
tween takes. Quizzes are chosen for 
visual appeal instead of oral clarity 
as on the ether. 


Best answerer among the experts, 
who sit at a long desk with a ques- 
tion mark shaped microphone in 


front of each is Kieran, as on the 
air, although Levant does the most 
chattering. Knowledge that what 
he says can be kept trom posterity 
by leaving him in the cutting room 
trashcan encourages him to try 
many awful puns. That’s one of the 
reasons why 11,150 feet of celluloid 
were wasted. 

Deems Taylor seemingly knows a 
terrifying lot about primitive lethal 
weapons but is otherwise generally 
ga,, while F.P.A. looks very glum 
and wears socks that make producer 
Fred Ullman, Jr., sorry film isn’t in 
Technicolor, 

All in all it’s a lovely day. even for 
the experts, who ery at great length 
about the hard work under the 
lights, although they are understood 
tu collect about 200 tears apiece for 
their lachrymose labors. 
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Anti-Trust 


By Philly Indie Vs. Warner Bros. 


Charges In Suit 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. * 


The Lansdowne has filed a suit for 


ner Bros, circuit and the major dis- 
tributors charging them with viola- 


tion of the Federal anti-trust laws in 


alleged discrimination against the 


theatre in the matter of film clear- 
ance. Complaint was filed in U. S. 


district court here by the Lansdowne | 


Amus, Co., and Harrison Bros. & Co., 
Inc., owners of the theatre property. 


It is the first suit of this type filed 


in this territory and believed to be! 


the second in the country. 


district court in behalf of an Okla- 
homa independent). 

The plaintiffs claimed they had 
been damaged in a sum of $70,000, 
loss in revenue and loss in deprecia- 
tion in value of the building, and 
under the Sherman and Clayton 
anti-trust acts, treble damages are 
asked. 

The Lansdowne asked the court to ! 


straining the defendants from carry- | 
ing out existing contracts. which it 
claimed were ‘attempts to monopo- 
lize the industry’ and ‘combinations | 
and conspiracies in restraint of in- | 
terstate trade.’ | 

The Lansdowne’s petition charged | 
that the distributor defendants had | 
‘divided the territories between | 
them’ and each enjoys an ‘unchal- | 
lenged monopoly in preferred exhi- | 
bitions of motion pictures.’ 

Counsel for the Lansdowne 
charged that the defendants entered 
into a ‘combination and conspiracy’ 
during the time Warners operated 
the Lansdowne by changing its run 
right before Warners’ lease expired 
‘in order to depreciate the value and 
the productive possibilities of the 
theatre by preventing it from ex: | 
hibiting pictures until they had lost | 
their freshness and much of their | 


j 


box office value.’ 

(Warners had a lease on the 
Lansdowne from February, 1926, un- 
til May 31, 1937.) 

Switched Runs 


When Warners first took over the | 
house, the plaintiff avers, its run was | 
only seven days after the 69th St. | 
theatre, also operated by Warners, | 
ard in some cases, day and date with | 
the 69th St. Toward the end of their | 
lease, it is charged, Warners changed 
the run at the Lansdowne so that 
it followed not only the 68th St., but 
three other Warner houses in the 
area. One of them, the Parker, 
charges a lower admission price than 


| 


the Lansdowne, the plaintiffs con- | 


tended. 
I: most cases the Lansdowne plays 


pictures three weeks to a month 
later than the 69th St. it was 
claimed. 


In spite of the fact, they said, that 
they had offered to pay as much or 
more for the films than Warners, the 
defendants have ‘uniformly denied 
tr plaintiff the right to exhibit them 
on equa) terms.’ 

The Lansdowne, which has 1,633 


seats, claimed it suffered ‘great loss term session as compared with re- 
Limited dura- 
from the fact that | 
many ‘must’ Jaws were enacted this | 


ard damage’ in that: 
1. The value of the b' ilding had 
greatly depreciated. 
The patronage of the public 
had been greatly reduced. 


| claimed, 


| district court on Dec. 11. 


of clearance. 

Warners operates theatres in Arda- 
more and Bryn Mawr in competition 
'to the Fried houses in those bor- 
, oughs. 


B’klyn Nabe Starts 
| Anti-Trust Action 


Mobeel Enterprises, Inc., operators 


_ (A simi- | of the Glenwood, Brooklyn nabe, has 
lar suit was filed recently in Boston | gieg 


suit in N. Y. federal court 
against Century Circuit, Inc., Loew’s, 
Inc., Warners, 20th-Fox, RKO-Radio, 


Paramount, United Artists, Vita- 
graph, Inc., Universal, Big U Ex- 
change, Columbia, Monogram and 


Republic seeking triple damages for 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust 
act, with $75,000 the amount sought. 


The plaintiff claims to have pur- 


; chased the lease of the theatre in! sisted 
grant a preliminary injunction re- | December, 1937. Third run pictures | staged an individual boycott. 


were being exhibited, with the Cen- 
tury’s College playing behind the 
Glenwood. In July, 1938, the Cen- 
tury started its anti-trust violations 
in conjunction with the other de- 
fendanis, the complaint alleges, and 
was granted concessions in price, 
long terms of credit, priority, exclu- 
sive playing time, right of selection, 
cancellation and rejection. The only 
films the plaintiff could secure, it is 
were those pictures not 
wanted by the Century. In order to 
make sure of this the Century over- 
bought on product, taking all films 
of every defendant. As a result the 
Glenwood, which had operated at a 
profit in 1937, showed a loss in 1938, 
and was only able to keep open by 
playing old films, or ones which the 
Century rejected. 


See Fewer 40 
Legislative 


Woes For Pix 


Picture industry does not expect 
state legislature sessions next year 
to prove as big a headache as in 1939. 
Already inklings have come from 
/various parts of the country that no 


| prolonged sessions or too much new 
\legislation are in prospect. It’s all 
predicated on the fact that it is a 
; Presidential year and many solons 
| will want to stay home looking aftex 
their own political fences. 

Film leaders 


session 


York stafe legislature next year, 
with maximum of 70 days antici- 
pated. This is relatively a_ short} 


cent Albany huddles. 
tion also stems 


year. 


Fried filed 
$210,000 triple damages against War- his complaint Sept. 28, 1938, charging 
{the Warner chain and the majors of | 
' discrimination, especially in the mat- 


All Shot Up 


Kernville, Cal., Nov. 28. 
Main street, scene of a thou- 
sand cowboy battles, is about to 
have its face lifted. Cameramen 
complain that the old western 
thoroughfare, built especially for 
pictures, is growing too familiar 
and needs a few new wrinkles. 
Renovation starts when the 
snow melts in spring. 


WB Defers to Twin 
Indies on %; 
~ Other Film Deals 


Minneapolis, Nov, 28. 
Receding from its percentage de- 
mand and giving the independent 


Twin City subsequent-run exhibitors 
the alternative privilege of buying 
flat, Warner Bros. now is completing 
1939-40 product deals at a normal 
pace. Thirty such deals are pending. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul indies re- 
the percentage demand and 
They 


claimed that if they acceded it 
would establish a precedent and 


there'd be similar demands from 
other companies; percentages 
are objectionable to these nabe ex- 
hibitors. 

Warners, however, is claiming that 
where flat deals are being made now 
the prices being paid for the four 
pictures usually sold on percentage 
are equivalent to what the per- 
centages normally would yield. 

Paramount will sell ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’ to the indies here sepa- 
rately, with indications that a 40% 
adjustable contract will prevail, in- 
stead of the 50% 
quired, 

Columbia also offering 
Smith’ to the local indie trade 
singly, but at a price as high as the 
particular theatre ever has paid for 
any picture. However, there's no 
squawk from the indies, the attitude 
being that when company offers a 
big-drawing film separately it’s en- 
titled to more than would be called 
for as part of a complete deal. 


Julius Gordon’s N. Y. Deals 

Julius Gordon of the Beaumont 
Amusement circuit in western Texas, 
partners of Paramount, is in New 
York on product deals, plus personal 
interests, 

Since his father, Sol Gordon, presi- 
dent of Beaumont, took ill, he has 
taken over the principal duties of the 
circuit. 

The Basil circuit 


in the Buffalo 


| territory has contracted for the full 


lineup of Republic pictures for the 
1939-40 season. Numbers 18 the- 
atres. Deal closed locally with Nick 


already have been 
|}advised that a comparatively brief 
is in prospect for the New 


Basil by Jack Bellman, Rep’s branch 
manager at Buffalo. 
| RKO has closed for its 1939-40 
|product with the following circuits 
|during the past week: 
| M. A. Shea, numbering 38 houses 
|in New England, Ohio and Pennsyl- 
|vania; F. H. Durkee chain of 17 in 
|the Baltimore territory; Wometco 
lcircuit of Miami, and the Haynes 
;chain, operating in Mississippi, Ten- 
inessee, Arkansas and Kentucky. 
B&K’s RKO Buy 
Balaban & Katz and the Great 
| States Circuit in Ilinois and Indiana, 


split usually re- | 


‘Mr. | 


The Movies. 


actresses, 


on Films Vs. Radio 


As part of the national! industrial survey conducted by Fortune 
Magazine and published in the December issue, section 7 is devoted to 
Most favorite actor and actress list, in order of selection 
is, men: Spencer Tracy, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, Wallace Beerv 
Lionel Barrymore, Paul Muni, Robert Taylor, Gary Cooper, William 
Powell and Nelson Eddy; women, Bette Davis, Myrna Loy, Jeanette 
MacDonald, Irene Dunne, Norma Shearer, Shirley Temple, Janet Gay- 
nor, Ginger Rogers, Claudette Colbert and Joan Crawford. Year ago 
Gable led the men in a similar survey, and Shirley Temple topped the 
Recap shows that 29.1 of all persons interrogated had no 
preferences, and 21.8 said they never go to films. 

In reply to the question, ‘If you had to give up either going to the 
movies or listening to the radio, which one would you give up?’ the 
poll shows 79.3 would give up films, and 13.9 would forego radio. 
don’t knows were 6.8% of all interviewed. 

Certain theatremen who discussed the ‘which would you give up?’ 
poll declare the question is unfair to films because it does not dif- 
ferentiate between films and radio entertainment, but includes a)] 
radio programs of which news broadcasts, market reports and re- 
ligious programs supply a distinct demand untouched by films. 
they say, juvenile vote would lift the standing of films. 


The 


Also, 


Warner Bros. profit for the fiscal 


102,687 before provision for Federal 
income taxes and $674,780 charge 
made for adjustment of film in- 
ventory because of threat to foreign 
income. Operating profit, after pro- 
vision for Federal taxes and de- 
ducting all other charges including 
the writeoff to reflect changes oc- 
casioned by the European war, was 
| $1,740,907 as against $1,929,721 in the 
| preceding fiscal year. This is equal 
'to 36c per common share as com- 
pared with 4le in the 1937-38 fiscal 
year, after providing for the year’s 
dividends on the preferred. Com- 
pany showed 70c per common in the 
|39 weeks ending May 27 last. 

In addition tc operating profit, a 
|net credit to earned surplus amount- 
ling to $198,437 was made and capi- 
{tal surplus increased by $107,096. 
Warner Bros. statement stressed 
the foreign situation by citing that 
ithe accounts have been adjusted to 
|reflect certain changes caused by the 
'outbreak of the European’ war. 
| Statement covers only business up 
| to Aug. 26. But it was pointed out 
that because film rental income has 
‘declined in European countries since 
|/Sept. 1 and foreign exchange is off 
lin the dollar equivalent, the com- 
|pany has made revisions to provide 
|in its amortization table for antici- 
|pated decline in foreign income. 
|This also shows up in $674,780 
| writeoff allowed for adjustment of 
| the film inventory. 

Warners’ gross income was $102,- 
083,131 or only $22,780 less than in 
the previous fiscal year. Despite a 
‘saving of nearly $1,000,000 in op- 
|erating and general expenses, amor- 
| tization of film costs held nearly as 
jhigh as a year ago. Thus amor- 
‘tization was figured at $30,148,148 for 
the fiscal year just passed and $30,- 
278,971 in the preceding 12-month 
period, although the company had 


| 


| 


| 


Warner Profit for Year, $3,102,687: 
More Co. Earnings and Dividends 


stock to shareholders on record Dec, 


year ending last Aug. 26 totalled $3,- | 8, payable next Jan. 16. This is the 


initial payment on the common 
shares this year and covers the ens« 
tire 12 months ending next Dec, 31. 

Divvy on the common indicates 
that the company looks for substan. 
tial earnings in the final quarter thig 
year because for the first nine 
months this year RCA showed just 
under 12c per share. 

Corporation also declared divi- 
dends on both classes of preferred 
stock, covering the Oct. 1 to Dec. $1 
period. Both are payable Dec. 21 to 
holders on record, Dec. 4. The dis- 
tribution on the first preferred is the 
regular 87'4c quarterly divvy while 
the ‘B’ preferred distribution is $1.25, 
the amount which has been declared 
each quarter for some time. Only a 
minor number of shares still are out- 
standing on the Preferred B, vast 
majority of shareholders exchanging 
this class of stock for the new first 
preferred several years ago. 


6 Philly Nabes 


Dual, 20 Later: 
Indies Panicked 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

Embarking of the Warner Bros. 
circuit on a double-feature policy in 
nine nabes here, and the indication 
that many others in the chain will 
follow the practice in the near fu- 
ture, has piled up woes for the in- 
dies. 

Along Vine street the lone wolf 


|noted a year ago that higher costs|exhibs are complaining that once 


had boosted amortization charges 


that year. 


'20th-Fox Directors Meet 


Directors of 20th-Fox are sched- 
uled to meet tomorrow (Thursday), 
regarding final dividends of the year. 
While the preferred stock payment 


| Thursday on Final Divvy) 


ithe bag. 


they’ve been caught holding 
All their commitments for 


more 


| product have been on the basis of 
| showing them in single-feature ter- 


ritory, thus being forced to make 
deals at higher prices than if they 
had been playing duals. 

Now with Warners on the twin- 
bill standard, the indies will have to 
double-up to meet competition and, 


Film business also is viewing the 


seems certain, action on the common 


forthcoming session of Congress in 
Washington with considerable opti- 
mism. The belief is growing that 
not too much new legislation will 
be taken up because most congress- 
men will want to get back to their 


3. The ability of the treatre’s op- 
erators to ‘profitably bargain for film 
in a free and untrammeled market 
has been denied.’ 

The 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., Warner 


defendants in the suit are 


which B&K controls, has signed with 
|RKO for the 1939-40 season under 
| negotiations which were closed in 
Chicago. 

Ned E. Depinet, A. W. Smith, Jr. 
;}and RKO’s midwest district manager, 
| Walter Branson, sat in on the deal 
| With John Balaban and others repre- 


will depend on the current rate of | 


earnings. Company will 


show fa- 


'vorable income in the final quarter | 
of the present year, judged on expe- | 


rience in the last two years, and this 
might make possible a common stock 
distribution. The common divvy was 


constituents and start their cam- 
Bros. Circuit Management Corp., 
Stanley Co. of America, Vitagraph, ; 
| Pressing railroad problem may 


Inc., Paramount, RKO-Radio, Loew’s, 
20th-Fox, Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists Corp. 

Heartened by the decision in Fed- 
eral court two weeks ago, when the 


Landis was granted a preliminary in- , 


junction against the same defendants, 
other independents in this area are 
readying similar suits against the 
majors. 

Another WB Suit at Bat 


While local exhibitors were await- 
ing the appeal of the 13 major dis- 
tributors and exhibitors against the 
Landis theatre decision skedded to be 
argued in the U. S. 
Appeals next week, another indic 
was getting ready to go to bat againsi 
the Warner chain and the distribu- 
tors in Federal court here.’ 


Harry Fried, operator of three 


section, will argue his case in the 


take the pressure off the 
ing drive to push 


cent advices. 


Jackson, Tenn., on Sunday Pix 
Memphis, Nov. 28. 


| 


| Jackson, 40,000 pop., largest mu- | Publicity 
/nicipality in west Tennessee outside | ceeding George Brown, in charge on | 
'Memphis, will ballot Dec. 8 on Sun-| this end for more than two years, 


day films. 


the Neely LOW Smith Succeeds Geo. 


‘through the house, according to re- | 


| Only city of its size in state with- 
‘out Sabbath flickers, town defeated | 


senting the circuits, paeaned the last quarter because of 


Twerftieth-Fox already has paid $1 
iper share on the common this year 
j}and has maintained its preferred 
| Brown at Columbia Pics payments. Company will . benefit 
| \from usual melon cutting from Na- 
{ 


Selioweed Mev. Se: | ional Theatres in the final quarter, 


Smith has 
head at 


Lou been 


Columbia, suc- | year. 

Paramount Pays Off 

|previously having been publicity-ad| Paramount maintained its usua 

| head at the h.o. in New York. | dividend rates on both classes of pre- 
Smith was among several under | ferred stock last week when distribu- 


‘proposal two years ago in referen- consideration during the past week | tions were declared on the first and 


Circuit Court of Um bitterly contested by ministerial | by Harry Cohn. 


organization. 


| Sundays OK 
Middlebury, Vt., Nov. 28. 


vote. 


Middlebury approved Sunday films tures. 
indie houses in the swank Main Line yesterday (Monday) by a two-to-one | Edward Small last summer was re- 


For many years, Second preferred issues. 
with Publix Theatres and Paramount| Divvy of $1.50 per share was de- 
at the h.o., Smith shifted to Holly-;clared on the first preferred and 


wood in 1938 to join Frank Lloyd 2s| 154% a share on the second, both | 
He was with being usual quarterly disbursements. | 


| associate producer. 
Lloyd in that capacity on two pic-| Dividends will be paid Dec. 26 to 
A contract he signed with’! stock on record Dec. 8. 

Radio Corp. of America last week 


cently settled. declared a 20c dividend on common 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


needing extra product, will have to 
pay prices out of proportion to 
what’s normally paid in double- 
feature territory. 

Now that the duals are set in nine 
Warner nabes, it is reported that 
at least a score more will be in line 
by the middle of next month. It 
was pointed out that patrons will 
wait until pictures reach the twin- 
bill houses, to see two films for the 
price of one. For this reason vir- 
tually every nabe will be on the 
double-standard before New Year's, 
exhibitors believe. 

Folding of vaude in five Warner 


aaunied FY betenner generally bolsters the income | key nabes is also expected to hasten 
appointed showing for this last period of the | the institution of duals. 


indications, the Philly 
once almost entirely & 


From all 
territory, 


1 | Single feature area, will become one 


of the largest users of duals in the 
country. 

It is not believed, however, that 
any of the central-city houses will 
show twin bills. 


‘MEET AGAIN’ ROLLS 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Warners gave the gun to ‘W- Shall 
Meet Again,’ starring Merle Oberon. 
| George Brent and Pat O’Brien. 
Edmund Goulding is director. 


| = 
| 
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| 
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| 


all 
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Chi Pays Unit 
Props Walls, 196, Mikado’ Helps 
Flyers, $16,500, Kyser Big 206 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 


Current week is brilliant at sev-| 
eral stands, with the public Jamming | 


into the loop sector to fill up pews 
which haven't been dusted in weeks. 
Stage show spots are particularly 
strong and the customers are react- 
ing to the dynamite offerings. 

Chicago has ’em lined up with 
Dick Powell on the stage, ditto the 
Oriental with repeat of ‘Mikado in 
Swing’ show. State-Lake is riding 
to a new high mark with an all-girl 
show on the stage, while the Palace 
is packing ’em with the Kay Kyser 
picture, ‘That's Right, You’re Wrong.’ 

Both the State-Lake and Oriental 
are using slough films to tag along 
with their stage shows, with only 
the Chicago adding any picture 
strength via ‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk.’ 


At the straight film houses, the | 


best mark continues to be turned in 
by ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ 
at the small Apollo. It’s now in its 
third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col) (3d wk). Prac- 
tically a riot and smashing through 
to better than $11,500 currently after 

etting mammoth $14,100 last week 

2d). 

Chicago (B&K) (4.000; 35-55-75 )— 
Mrums Mohawk’ (20th) and stage 
show. Dick Powell on stage and a 
real coin magnet. Building the take 
to excellent $50,000. Last week, 
‘Rulers’ (Par) and vaude, satisfactory 
$32,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Jamaica’ (Par). 
third loop week after fairish fort- 
night in the Roosevelt. Is okay 
however, at $5,000. Last week. ‘Bali’ 
(Par) was meagre for second loop 
week at $3,000 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Legion Flyers’ (U) and ‘Mikado in 
Swing’ unit on stage. Second date 
for all-colored Gilbert & Sullivan 


show here and third date in loop. 
but still a draw. Upping take to 
biggest in months at $16,500. Last 


week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) and vaude, 
okay $13,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
*That’s Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Call Mes- 
senger’ (U). Double feature item 
riding high on Kay Kyser picture 
and shooting to bright $20,000, biggest 
take under new policy. Last week 
was brutal with ‘Allegheny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Accident’ (U), $6,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
73)—Disputed Passage’ (Par). Going 
to fair $11,000. Last week, ‘Jamaica’ 
(Par) wound up mild fortnight to 
$7,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 25-40)— 
‘Grey Walls’ (Col) and stage show. 
All-girl unit on stage, with Rita Rio 


orch, Toby Wing, Marie Wilson and | 


Faith Bacon accounting for big 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Cavell’ (RKO) 
and Cab Calloway band unit, was an- 
other sock at $19,200. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G)) (1,700: | 
(M-G) (2d} 


85-55-65-75) — ‘Circus’ 
wk). 
this one, but holding to $7.500 after 
snagging fair-to-middling $10,200 for 
first week. ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) set to 
replace. 


INDPLS. B.0. PICKS UP: 


‘THIN MAN’ FAT $13,500 


Indianapolis, Nov. 28. 
It looks like Xmas shopping has 
started early in the downtown sector, 
with the turnstiles really spinning 
for the first time in several weeks. 
Strong attractions are the answer. 


Loew’s is topping the town with 
‘Another Thin Man’ dualled 
‘Bad Little Angel,’ with second pic 
slowing down the take rather than 
helping. Indiana 
black playing ‘That’s Right, You're 


Wrong’ and ‘Meet Doctor Christian’ | 
Circle and Lyric vie | 


for eight days. 
for stage mazuma, former only fair 
with Martha Raye, but latter doing 
Profitable week with Jack Haley, 
Mary Carlisle and Jack Teagarden 
orch. Apollo is healthy with move- 
over of ‘First Love’ from Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—'First Love’ (UY. Second week 
after first showing at Circle, good 
$3,300. Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ 
ty moveover from Indiana, okay 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.600; 25-30- 
40)—Dress Parade’ (WB) and 
Martha Raye topping vaude. 
fair $12,000. Last week, ‘First Love’ 
(U) and ‘Missing Evidence’ (U), sat- 
isfactory $8,300. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—That’s Right’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. 
Christian’ (RKO), eight days. Profit- 
able $9,000. Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’ 


Moved here for | 


Word-of-mouth not too hot for | 


with | 


is nicely in the} 


Only | 


(Par) and ‘Neighbors’ (Par), jerked 
_after six days and poor $3,800. 

;  Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ 
(M-G). Headed for terrific $13,500 
and h.o. Last week, ‘Circus’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gray Walls’ (Col), below aver- 
age, $7,200. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep) with Jack 
Haley, Mary Carlisle and Jack Tea- 
garden orch on stage. Okay $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th) 
and Horace Heidt orch, socko $17,500. 


MUNI 
ORK $17,000 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

With Thanksgiving filling the tills 
nicely Thursday night (23) and holi- 
day spirit carrying pretty well over 
the weekend, total b.o. looks to be 
v.k, this week. ‘Daytime Wife,’ plus 
Everett Marshall-Harriet Hoctor re- 
‘vue, is leading town at the Capitol 
with ‘We Are Not Alone’ and Eddie 
LeBaron Orch a close second at 
Earle. 

Second week of ‘Babes in Arms’ at 
the Palace is still tops among the 
istraight pic spots, with ‘That’s Right 
You’re Wrong,’ at Keith’s, doing sur- 


leritics stamped as solely for pop 
i'music fans in town, which can’t even 
‘support one big-time band at a nitery 
hotel. 

Hullabaloo about three Loew 
houses switching from Friday to 
| Thursday openings as a regular pol- 
ficy has fizzled out after three tries. 
lentire trio reverting to traditional 
'Friday debuts starting this week. 
| Everybody launched current attrac- 
'tions on Thursday to snag Thanks- 
lciving interest, which accounts for 
‘most estimates being for eight days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
|_‘Davtime Wife’ (20th) and vaude. 
'Tyrone Power fandom plus draw of 
| Everett Marshall-Harriet Hoctor re- 
|vue leading town with good $19,000 
‘for eight days. Last week, ‘Circus’ 
(M-G) and much-ballied original 
' musical revue, ‘Swell Hotel,’ got oke 
| $16,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
i*Real Glory’ (UA) (2d run). Back 
ion mainstem after poor week at Pal- 
;ace and heading for solid $5,200 for 
leight days. Last week, ‘Cavalcade’ 
(20th) (2d run), slipped to average 
$4,500. 

Earle (WB) 
Not Alone’ 
i'Muni rep and hefty 
{Jane Bryan as new dramatic wow, 
aided on pop side by Eddie LeBaron 


(2,216: 25-35-40-66)— 


orch on 
for eight days. Last week, ‘Elizabeth 
Essex’ (WB) (2d wk) and vaude, 
fair $11.300 for six days. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
| ‘That's Right’ (RKO). 


hotel. Will see average $9,500 for 
eight days. Last week, ‘Allegheny 
| Uprising’ (RKO). passable $7,000. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Roaring 
i Twenties’ (WB) (2d run), Back 
‘downtown after oke week at Earle 
land should see average $5,000 for 
eight days. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col) (2d run) in fifth mainstem 
iweek, got good $4,500 for six days. 
| Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
|‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d wk). Point- 
ling toward swell $15,000 for eight 
days. Last week, big $18,500. 


“CANARY’-NIESEN FINE 
$10,000 IN TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 28. 
Entirely diverse in audience ap- 
| peal, ‘Lion Has Wings’ and ‘Babes in 
| Arms’ are neck-and-neck for a $14,- 
000 foto-finish. 

Rest are healthy. with Shea’s vaude 
'doing nicely, with Gertrude Niesen 
| headlining. 

Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35-50) 
| — ‘First Love’ (U) (2d wk). Disap- 
| pointing $4,500 on second stanza after 
i first’s very good $7,600. 
| Loew's (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
'‘Babes Arms’ (M-G). Excellent $14,- 
1000, and will hold over. Last week, 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Nov. 30 


Astor—‘Mill on the Floss’ 
(Standard) (3d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘That’s Right— 


You’re Wrong (RKO) (29). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 22) 


Globe— Beasts of Berlin’ 
(PDC) (3d wk.). 
Music Hall—‘We Are Not 


Alone’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 15) 

Paramount—‘Cat and Canary’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) 
(2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Destry Rides 
(U) (29). 

Roxy—‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- 
ter’ (UA) (1). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 13) 

Strand—‘Elizabeth and Essex’ 
(WB) (1). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 4) 


Week of December 17 


Again’ 


Astor—Mill on the Floss 
(Standard) (4th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Secret of Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G). 

Music Hall—‘We Are Not 


Alone’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—‘The Great Vic- 
tor Herbert’ (Par) (6). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rialto—‘Tower of London’ (U), 
(Reviewed in Varir1y, Nov. 22) 
Rivoli—‘Destry Rides Again 
(U) (2d wk.). 
Strand—‘Elizabeth and Essex’ 
(WB). 


‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour 
Girls’ (M-G), fair enough $7,500. 
Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-40)— 
‘Cat and Canary’ (Par) and vaude. 
Very good $10,000. Last week, ‘Man 
Could Hang’ (Col), with Bowes’ ams, 
satisfactory $8,500. 
Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433: 25-40)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Blue Grass’ 
(WB). Okay $3,400. Last week, 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), satisfactory $3,- 


prisingly well for flicker which all | 200 


Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-40) 
—‘Lion Wings’ (UA). Patently prop- 
aganda film of Britain’s air force and 
reconstructed raid on Kiel canal 
jamming them in for smash $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), just 
fair $5,500 on second week after good 
$7,500 on first. 


LOY-POWELL 
$13,000 


Kansas City, Nov. 28. 

Houses concentrated on heavy at- 
tractions for heavy play on Franks- 
giving holiday in this Democratic 
town. Magnetic power strongly upped 
over last week and biz is improving 
proportionately. Weather on turkey 
day ideal and theatres made most of 
it. State of Kansas celebrates Thanks- 
giving Thursday (30). 

‘Another Thin Man’ is getting one 


| 


| 
| 


| 
} 


| week, 


of very infrequent solo bookings at 


(WB) and vaude.|the Midland for generous response. 
applause for | Holdovers seem certain for ‘Eliza- 


beth and Essex,’ at Newman, ‘Day- 
time Wife,’ day and dated at Uptown 


stage, getting good $17,000 | and Esquire, and ‘That's Right You're 


Wrong,’ at Orpheum. All are single 
features, except Orpheum. 
Traditional pigskin classic between 


35-55 )— | Missouri and Kansas U., at Lawrence, 
Getting only | 
Kay Kyser admirers in town that/K. C. 
can’t even support a name band in a/| wound up on that. 


large delegation from 
weckend but football 


drew 
over 


Kans., 


Estimates for This Week | 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid-| 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th). Opened} 
Wednesday, day early, and getting | 
fair $7,500 for eight days. May h.o. |} 
Last week, second for ‘Drums 
Mohawk’ (20th), got nice $5,000 for 
six days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573: 10-25-40) 
—Another Thin Man’ (M-G). Break- 
ing long precedent here as solo fea- 
ture. Very pleasant at $12.000. Last 
‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G) and 
(Col), $8,500, fair. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40) — ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). 
Making good stand and $7,200 good 
enough to mean h.o. Last week, ‘Cat 
Canary’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par), nice $6,800, bettering expecta- 
tions. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘You’re Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Money 
Ring’ (WB). Kay Kyser name is 


‘Beware Spooks’ 


draw here and doing big at $10,000. | 


may hold. Last week, ‘On Toes’ 
(WB) and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), 
average $6,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 
‘Laugh Off’ (U) screen and ‘Gobs of 
Joy’ unit on stage, with Sammy 
White as headliner. Under par at 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Little Accident’ 
(U) and ‘Broadway Ballyhoo’ stage 
production featuring Pat Rooney, Jr., 
and Herman Timberg, Jr., got $7,100, 
okay. 


Not a whimper is to be heard from 
any quarter along New York’s first- 
run front. Even the smaller houses 
are doing well. Thanksgiving day 
(23) was big everywhere, and Friday 
(24), with the kids out of school that 
day also, went over normal. The 
weekend, as well, was excellent, 
Saturday’s take in particular being 
heavy. 

‘Cat and Canary,’ with Tony 
Martin and the Jan Savitt band at 
the Paramount finished its first week 
last night (Tuesday) at $56,000, sock- 
ful, and begins the second today 
(Wednesday). Theatre put on an ef- 
fective campaign. Teeing off Thanks- 
giving to a mighty gate, another pic- 
ture that is getting its share of the 
business is ‘Thin Man’ at the Capi- 
tol. It will hit around $42,000 and 
also holds. 

The Roxy brought in ‘Day-Time 
Wife’ a day ahead of schedule in 
order to cash in on the holiday. It 
goes eight days to around $40,000, 
good, but will not be retained a sec- 
ond week. ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- 
ter’ moves in Friday (1). 

‘Flying Deuces,’ also brought in 
for Thanksgiving, is taking Laurel 
and Hardy to a pretty $12,000 or bit 
better at the small-seater Rialto 
where it is doing a capacity trade 
to get this coin. It holds. 

‘Mill on the Floss ended its sec- 
ond week at the Astor Monday 
night (27) at $14,000, an increase 
over the first week. Thanksgiving, 
plus a remarkably good play from 
the kids, provided the lift. ‘Mill’ re- 
mains here a fourth week, after 
which it will be moved to another 
house, not yet set. It has to vacate 
the Astor so that Metro may ready 
the house for the twice-daily $2 top 
opening of ‘Gone With Wind’ Dec. 19. 

The Criterion is away over aver- 
age for a change with ‘Return of 
Dr. X,’ first Warner booking it has 
had in a long time. House continues 
with picture up to 6 o’clock today 
(Wed.), its eighth day. for a gross of 
over $10,000, and at 7:30 opens ‘That's 
Right, You’re Wrong,’ from RKO. 

‘First Love’ last night (Tues.) 
wound up three weeks at the Rivoli, 
where it turned a nice little profit, 
final stanza being $13,500. Two other 
holdovers, both of them on third 
(final) weeks, are ‘Ninotchka at the 
Hall and ‘Roaring Twenties,’ Strand 
attraction. Very good profit-makers, 
the Garbo picture will end at around 
$108,000, the holiday push putting it 
over both the first and second weeks 
in gross. Cannot be held because 
theatre is getting jammed on product 
it has booked. ‘We Are Not Alone’ 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). The Cag- 
ney film, with Bob Crosby on stage, 
will take the Strand to $28,000 or 
thereabouts on the concluding third 
lap. good. 

‘Babes in Arms.’ second-run at the 
State, is pulling ’em in bunches for 
a week of $30,000, fine. Lennie Hay- 
ton orchestra and Beverly Roberts 


are on the stage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Mill on | 


loss’ (Stan) (83d week). Good lift 
from kids and Thanksgiving day for | 
a second week’s gross of $14,000, end- | 
ing Monday night (27). First week | 
was $12,400. Picture remains here | 
for four weeks, with Metro ringing | 
in ‘Wind’ Dec. 19 on a two-a-day 
basis at a top of $2, day-date with 


the Cap. 

Capitol (4,520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G). Getting a brisk 
play; $42,000 or around that, and 
holds over. Last week ‘At Circus’ 
(M-G), under $28,000, profit, but dis- | 
appointing. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Dr. X’ 
(WB). Doing exceptionally well at 
over $10.000 for 742 days ending to- | 
night (Wed.) at 6 p.m. Last week | 
‘Sabotage’ (Rep). bad, under $4,000. | 
‘That's Right’ (RKO) oper; 
(Wed.). 

Globe (1.700; 25-35-55)—‘Beasts of 
Berlin’ (PDC) (2d week). Getting 
plenty of coin at probable $9,000 this 


| 
| 


tonight | 


week (2d), picture wi. be held a 
third. First seven days a rollicking 
$13.000. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Three | 
Sons’ (RKO) and ‘Little Accident’ 
(U), beth Ist run, doubled. Never 
before has this house coupled two 
first runs; business o.k. at 
Last week ‘Dress Parade’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Money Ring’ (WB) (lst 


| run), $7,900. 
(3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 


| Paramount 
|—‘Cat and Canary’ (Par) and, in 


|person, Tony Martin and Jan Savitt | 


| (2d-final week). Inaugurates hold- 
over today (Wed.) after smashing 
through to fancy $56,000 first seven 
days. Last week, second for ‘Rulers 
of Sea’ (Par) and Martha Raye-Bob 
Zurke combination, $30,000, okay, 
though light. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-$1.65)—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and 
stage show (3d-final week). Upsets 


| stimulus 
| Kyser opens a full week on stage to- 


| way to 


| 40-55) — ‘Not 


$7,200. | 


| sare (Col) (2d wk). 


No B way Turks This Week; ‘Canary’ 
With Jan Savitt-Martin Chirpy 566, 


all precedent by getting more the 
third (current) week than on either 
of the prior two. Thanksgiving day 
boosts this week’s take to around 
$108,000, compared with $98,000 last 
week (2d) and $106,000 first seven 
days, tremendous profit. Can't hold 
due to booking commitments and 


Xmas holiday plans. ‘We Are Not 
Alone’ (WB) opens’ tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Flying 


Deuces’ (RKO). Laurel-Hardy com- 
edy packing ’em in here, $12,000 or 
better. Holds. Last week, ‘Missing 
Evidence’ (U), only $5,500, mild. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25 - 55 - 75-85-99) — 
‘Destry Rides’ (U). Opens here to- 
day (Wed.), following three weeks of 
‘First Love.’ Final week for latter, 
ending last night (Tues.), $13,000, 
while second week was $22,000, very 
satisfactory although not the tops. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Day- 
Time Wife’ (20th) and stage show. 
Goes eight days to get house back to 
regular Friday opening; doing well 
at $40,000 for that period, but won't 
be held. Last week, third for ‘Mo- 
hawk’ (20th), on six days under 
$28,000, o.k. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Babes in 
Arms’ (M-G) (2d-run) and Lennie 
Hayton orchestra, Beverly Roberts 
on vaude show. Film pulling strong- 
ly, $30,000 or around that. Last 
week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) (2d- 
run) and Sims and Bailey, Con Col- 
leano and Jack Durant, under $17,- 
000, weak. 

Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and Bob 
Crosby orchestra (3d-final week). 
Winds up highly profitable run at 
approximately $28,000. Last week 
(2d) was $40,000, excellent. ‘Eliza- 
beth and Essex’ (WB) opens Fri- 
day (1). 


MUNI SATISFIES 
HUB, 


Boston, Nov. 28. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ is 
still going to town at the b.o. and 
again leads the Hub film parade in 
its holdover week at two Loew’s 
houses. ‘We Are Not Alone’ and 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ are about even. 

‘Alone’ opened Thursday (23) at 
the Met, while Paul Muni was play- 
ing in person at $3.30 top in ‘Key 
Largo’ at the Colonial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-30-35-40) 
—-‘Escape’ (20th) and ‘Danger Flight’ 
(Mono), dual, with vaude, four days, 
and ‘Full Confession’ (RKO) and 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) (both 2d run), 
double, two days. Aiming at okay 
$8,000, with help of football crowd 
over the weekend. Kay 


morrow (Wednesday) with his 


‘ rang 44 
j That’s Right You're Wrong’ (RKO) 


on the screen. Last week, ‘Hidden 
Power’ (Col) and ‘Sued Libel’ 
(RKO), dual, with vaude, four days, 
and ‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) and 
‘Daughter Tong’ (Imp), dual, three 


| days, $8,800. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)-—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 
‘Busy Work’ (20th) (both 2d run). 


| Fairly strong, $5,500. Last week, ‘Cat 
| Canary’ 


y’ (Par) and ‘Heaven Fence’ 
(20th), $6,200, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Allegheny Uprising’ 
(RKO) and ‘Little Accident’ (U). On 
satisfactory $15,000. Last 
week, holdover of ‘First Love’ (U) 
and ‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO) (1st wk), 


| dual, okay $12,500. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 25-35- 
Alone’ (WB) and 
‘Honeymoon’s Over’ (20th). Satis- 
factory, but indicated $15,000 not up 
to usual Muni draw. Last week, 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Hero 
Day’ (U), dual, pallid $12,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five 
| Peppers’ (Col) (2d wk). Very strong 
| at $17,000. First week, socko $20,000. 
| Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 
'*Busy Work’ (20th) (both 2d run). 
|On the strong side, around $8,000. 
| Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and 
| ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), dandy $8,500. 
Seollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
|'—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Have Music’ (UA) (both 2d run). 
‘Okay for about $6,000. Last week, 


‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Pack 
|! Troubles’ (20th) (both 2d run), 
| $5.500. 


| State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
| —'Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Pep- 
Around $11,000, 
good. First week, big $14,000. 
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Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


— 


FILM 


Linda Ware’s Pop No 
Like Par’s Publicity But 
506 May Appease Him 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 


Claiming that he is the victim of 
tianderous publicity, George W. 
Stillwagon, father of 14-year-old pic 
songbird Linda Ware, has filed suit 
in Circuit Court here for $50,000 
Gamages against Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., Arthur and Anna Stillwagon, 
uncle and aunt of the girl, and Jack 
Sherrill, business. manager for the 
kid actress, all named as defendants. 
What burned Stillwagon is the pub- 


licity that he had assertedly 
abandoned Linda in an_ orphan- 
age. said that after the 
death of the child’s mother he 


had given her temporarily to her 
aunt and uncle and that Paramount 
provided the funds to finance the 
legal battles wherein the uncle and 
aunt were declared Linda’s guard- 
ijans. 

He cited as particularly obnoxious 
the publicity stunt of the picture 
company in rounding up orphans in 
all parts of the Country and taking 
them to Hollywood for preem of 
her picture ‘The Star Maker.’ Earl- 
ier picture had been scheduled for 
making its bow in Detroit but stayed 
out because company said it wanted 
to duck any legal suits by bringing 
Linda here for preem. He said that 
pub, stunt gave public idea kid came 
out of an orphanage not in accord 
with the facts. It also made a heel 
of him, he felt, by indicating that he 
had no interest in his daughter. 

In his suit, Stillwagon claimed that 
after Linda became famous, her 
brother, George W. Stillwagon, Jr., 
19, hitch-hiked to California to see 
his sister but was prevented by the 
uncle and aunt from visiting her 
except under supervision. 

Earlier, Stillwagon brought a suit 
in the Probate Court here to have 
the guardianship proceedings in 
California set aside. However, Pro- 
bate Judge Patrick H. O’Brien up- 
held tne California ruling. 


SMILING GARBO KEYS 
‘NINOTCHKA’ BALLY 


Atlanta, Nov. 28. 


‘If Garbo can smile why can’t we 
all?’ was theme of ‘contest’ planted 
in Atlanta Journal by Eddie Pente- 
cost, manager of Loew’s Grand the- 
atre, in connection with run of Me- 
tro’s ‘Ninotchka’. 

Contest was aimed at Christmas | 
shoppers and urged early buying— 
and smiling—against getting caught 
in crush later on—and grouching. 
Journal assigned roving photog- 
rapher to mingle with shoppers in 
stores with orders to snap mugs of | 
smilers. Persons whose pictures | 
were used in paper’s columns were 
invited to call at Grand boxoffice | 
and claim pair of guest tickets to | 
‘Ninotchka.’ 

Daily stories, plus still shots, gave 
picture neat exploitation and was in- 
expensive. 


Selznick, Seven Players, 
Go With ‘Wind’ to Atlanta 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Seven name players in ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ accompany David O. Selz- 


nick to the world premiere in At- | 


lanta Dec. 15. 


List comprises Clark Gable, Vivien | 


Leigh, Olivia De Havilland, Ona 
Munson, Laura Hope Crews, Evelyn 
Keyes and Ann Rutherford. 


Dixie Hospitality Stuff 

. Atlanta, Nov. 28. 

Clark Gable won’t want for food 
when he comes to Atlanta Dec. 15 
for world preem of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ at Loew’s Grand. Up to 
Saturday (25) ‘Wind’ publicity GHQ 
had received many invitations for 
star to dine with various Atlantans 
and organizations—promising every- 
thing from champagne to fried 
chicken, Southern style, and hot bis- 
cuits. This doesn’t include invites 
sent to him direct in Hollywood or 
extended through other sources. 

Meanwhile word from Coast stated 
Metro was shifting schedules for 
‘Strange Cargo,’ Gable’s next starrer, 
to allow for his five-day absence for 
trip to Atlanta and back by special 
plane. 


GIVES SELF AWAY 


By John C. Flinn 


By what process of showmanship reasoning the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer organization evolved its plans 
for the premiere exhibition of the Selzick-Interna- 
tional production, ‘Gone with the Wind,’ is a film mys- 
tery for the moment. The scheme of kickoff is some- 
thing more than a violation of precedent; it i: a theatre- 
man’s nighimare. It is also the riskiest piece of show- 
manship in memory, with little to win, and much to 
lose. 

Month in, month out, there isn’t a smarter group of 
practical film operators than the head men at 1540 
Broadway. From the Loew organization springs the 
wells of production ideas which are translated into 
consistently money-making pictures, filmed at Culver 
City, Calif. Tentacles of the Loew distributing system 
span continents and oceans. The theatre organization 
rates among the best. Experience of years is depended 
upon to guide management and booking of houses, 
most of them important first runs, flagships in their re- 
spective territories. 

With the announcement some weeks ago that Metro 
would handle the distribution of David O. Selznick’s 
screen version of the Margaret Mitchell best seller, 
opinion prevailed that the attraction could not have 
fallen into better showmanship hands. It is common 
knowledge that the production investment is tre- 
mendous, even in a business where tremendous still 
means enormous. Subject material, advance buildup, 
star names and public anticipation are in combination 
to make ‘Wind’ a tornado attraction, for the edification 
of the patrons and the consequent financial profit in 
prospect for something better than 10,00 theatres in 
America alone. 

As the date for its initial showings approaches, how- 
ever, the trade glimpses the unique problem which the 
film has created for itself as a piece of commercial 
property because of its length. Showing time will re- 
quire three hours and 40 minutes. Airplanes take as 
long as that to fly between New York and Chicago. 

‘Gone with the Wind’ is an extraordinary film, even 
before it unreels itself on theatre screens, strictly from 
a footage viewpoint. It will require more sitting 
through than the longest double bill program, with 
news, cartoon, travelog and screeno combined. From 
the posterior angle it is a miniature six-day bike race. 

‘Gotterdammerung’ is lengthier, but Wagner cut it 
into five acts with four intermissions, ‘Wind’ is in two 
stanzas. 


O’NEILL’S TIME-OUT FOR DINNER 


There are other instances of long shows. 

Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Strange Interlude’ permitted audi- 
ences to take time out for dinner between the second 
and third acts. 

Maurice Evans is touring the midwest in an uncut 
version of ‘Hamlet,’ running four hours, which has 
given many theatregoers the thrill of acquaintance with 
the morning milkman. 

To cope with this problem of length, which neces- 
sarily limits the number of daily showings of the film, 
it is apparent that many conflicting ideas were ad- 
vanced within the Loew organization. One school of 
thought held tenaciously to the plan of two-a-day, re- 
served seat policy, with a long period of subsequent 
run protection. Such was the manner in which the 
roadshows of former days were handled, and the Loew 
books testify to the success of the plan, remembering 


FOR DEAR OLD COLUMBIA 


New Orleans, Nov, 28. 
When Gar Moore, Orpheum thea- 
tre blurbist, and Don Prince, Colum- 
bia exploitation man here, announced 
in the local newspapers that a man— 
the Amazing Mr. Williams—would 


be given away on the opening night 


here. 


and Essex’ 


Happens’?’’ 


Sexing It Up 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 
Maxwell Anderson would raise 
his eyebrows if he saw how the 
picture made from his play was 
ballyed at the United Artists 


Gag line in newspaper ads for 
‘The Private Lives of Elizabeth | 
ran: 
Meets the ‘Old Maid’ and What 


that ‘The Big Parade’ and ‘Ben Hur’ each grossed more 
than $1,500,000 before they were released in film thea- 
tres at popular prices. Others voted for continuous 
screenings, in large capacity houses, with admission 
prices jacked up to the $1.50 scale, first come, first 
served. Another group argued for day-and-date ex- 
hibitions, in two or more theatres in the same city. 
When all the briefs were in and filed, the referee’s de- 
cision was to try everything suggested, evidently with 
the assurance that the public in any event had the 
final say. 

First showing will be held in Atlanta, Dec. 15, with 
all the ballyhoo trimmings of official welcomes to the 
stars, director and producer. After the premiere the 
film will be shown three times daily, advanced prices, 
no reserved seats. Atlanta gets the first pitch as the 
locale of the story is laid in the Southern city. 

Broadway opening is set for Dec. 19, with simul- 
taneous showings at the Astor and Capitol. In the first 
named there will be two showings daily, alli seats re- 
served, at prices scaled from $2, while at the Capitol 
there will be three performances daily, prices scaled 
from $1.50, and no seats reserved except in the loge 


sections, 
OTHER DATES 


In Boston (21) day-and-date showings will be given 
at the State and Orpheum, twice daily, matinees unre- 
served, nights reserved. On the same day openings 
are set for the Capitol, Cincinnati, three times daily, 
no seats reserved; the Colonial, Reading, twice daily, 
reserved seats, and Loew’s, Harrisburg, three unreel- 
ings, seais not reserved. In all three cities the scale of 
admissions will be boosted. 

To complete the record, but not necessarily to clarify 
the plan, there will be twin showings in Los Angeles 
(28), twice daily at the Carthay Circle, all seats re- 
served, and three daily at the United Artists’ theatre, 
unreserved. 

It all sums up to one of the most fantastic showman- 
ship projects yet devised, to be compared only with 
the young man who jumped on his horse and rode 
away in all directions at once. The plan scarcely quali- 
fies as a spectacular stunt, considering that ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ as an attraction, does not require revolu- 
tionary handling in order to interest the public. Be- 
cause of the exceptional length of the feature some 
experimenting on the two-a-day, reserved seat policy 
vs. the continuous run might be justified by trying out 


one policy in one city, and the other in some far re- | 


moved spot. 
time and price scales within competitive areas is to 
invite public confusion as to where the film is playing, 
when it goes on, and how much is the cost of admis- 
sion. 

P. T. Barnum handled a bigger show than ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ and he needed multiple rings in which to 
exhibit his acrobats and animal acts, but he retained 
a single boxoffice scale. There was only one way to 
get in, and that was through the Main Entrance. 

Perhaps it’s just a gag to stir up some interest in the 
premieres and the Loew organization will change its 
mind before the opening dates and ‘Gone with the 
Wind’ will find its right groove, on a continuous policy, 
no reserved seats, mats. 50c., eves $1. 

If it can do that, and pack ’em in, it will have ac- 
complished all that its sponsors can hope for it. 


‘TRADE AT HOME’ DRIVE 
UNDER WAY ON COAS 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
‘Trade at home’ campaign, tieing 
in small town theatres, newspapers 
and merchants, is being worked out 
by Robert H. Poole, executive secre- 
tary of the Pacific Coast Conference 
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners, 


‘Robin Hood | 


|of the film of the same name (Col), 
'it was just a publicity gag. But sev- 
leral score girls registered for the 
| prize and an actual drawing had to 
be held Thursday (24) in the Or- 
pheum lobby, the winner getting 
Prince, the p.a. 

Girl was taken on nitery tour, 
|given orchids, ete., at theatre’s ex- 
netted considerable 


Crookston, 


pense. Gag 


'loid, and The Item, afternoon sheet, Toes’—a post card reading, Dear So 
although Prince’s connection with/| and So: I'll be at the Chief theatre 
next week and I'd like to see you 
I have never forgotten our 
(Signed) Zorina.’ 


|Columbia office was not mentioned. | 
Ace sleuths of the local police de- | 
partment were guests of manager 


again. 
| last meeting. 


Bemidji, Minn., Romeo 
Can’t Remember Zorina 


Minneapolis, Nov. 28. 

Minn., 
seriously the Bemidji, Minn., Chief | 
space in the Tribune, morning tab-| theatre's publicity gag for ‘On Your 


with movement already gaining con- 
siderable impetus in the Southern 
California area. 


Poole’s plan is for closer co-opera- 
tion between theatres, local mer- 
| chants and newspapers in building 
| up goodwill and mutual advantages 
|for all concerned. As part of the 
campaign, local service clubs will be 
lined up with a view to routing 
speakers to all meetings. 


resident took 


Newspaper Tieup On 


To attempt two showings under different | 


| Rodney D. Toups at showing of ‘An- 
other Thin Man’ (M-G) at Loew’s 
State, and grabbed up some news| 
space as result. 


Jiving the B. 0. 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 
Demands for special attractions to 
get people into the theatre leads 


manager Charlie Freeman, Century, 
to try Jitterbug School. Freddie 
Woolston’s band plays 15-minute 
program from stage over WSAY, and 
then gets hot for contest of half a 
dozen jitrebugging couples on the 
stage. Theatre offers $15 in prizes 
and expects 45-minute show to be 
real attraction, especially among the 
ice cream soda generation. 

WSAY co-ops with lots of free 
plugs. 


Resident in question sent letter in 
reply: ‘Dear Zorina: Received your 
card today. Say, where did I meet 
you? Surprised you kept me in 
mind. Tell me a little about it and 
it will probably bring the whole 
thing back. Sorry I’m not living in 
Bemidji any more. I had to move 
to Crookston. Write to me soon. I’m 
anxious to connect with you. You 
know I have so many lady friends 
and I can’t keep track of all of them. 
Well, it’s late and I must roll in. But 
do write me now. Regards.’ 


BORIS MORROS SUED 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
George Disbrow, 14, filed suit for 
$25,200 against Boris Morros Pro- 
ductions and the Metropolitan Air- 
port. 
Plaintiff claims he was burned by a 
powder explosion during the filming 
of ‘The Flying Deuces’ at air field. 


‘Child’s’ World Preem 


Kansas City, Nov. 28. 

World preem of ‘Child Is Born,’ 
Warner release, has been set for the 
Newman theatre here for Dec. 5. 
Jerry Zigmond, house manager, has 
set picture for early evening show- 
ing, with presentation program 
around 9 p.m. between night shows. 
Contest is under way by Kansas City 
Star to select prize baby who will 
be filmed for Universal Newsreel’s 
special New Year’s Eve issue. Eve- 
ning program will be centered around 
the babe, with several other stunts 
to be climaxed at same time. 

Jimmy Winn, g.m. of the local 
Warner exchange, has Ben Cohn in 
from the Coast, and Monroe Ru- 
binger, of his own staff, working out 
details with Zigmond. 


Commercial Sponsor 
Rents 6 Houses to Give 
12,000 Kids a Pic Party 


Reading, Pa., Nov. 28. 

The biggest free show in local his- 
tory, requiring six theatres, was 
staged by the Kaufmann Furniture 
'Co. here Saturday (25). It com- 
prised a morning presentation of 
| films after the furniture store’s an- 
nual ‘Santa Claus Arrives’ parade 
over the city’s business district and 
to the six theatres rented by the 
furniture company. 

Around 12,000 children were ac- 
commodated at a two-hour screen 
show in each house, including Wil- 
mer & Vincent's Embassy and State; 
| Loew’s Colonial; Warner’s Astor, and 
‘the Rajah Theatre Co.'s Park and 
|Rajah. Children were admitted on 
ifree tickets issued by the store, the 
‘company renting the theatres for the 
‘morning. 


‘DR. KILDARE’ THROWS 
PARTY FOR ORPHANS 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 28. 
An exploitation stunt keyed to the 
| kindly physician’s role which Lionel 
|Barrymore plays in ‘Secret of Dr. 
Kildare,’ was a party the Grand the- 
atre, the Times Union and the Ten 
Eyck hotel gave Saturday (25) for 
100 orphan children of St. Vincent's 
and La Salle schools. A luncheon 
was served at the hotel, with enter- 
tainment by winners of Amateur 
| Night contests staged under Manager 


|Larry Grand’s direction, and with a 
|talk by Commissioner of Public Wel- 
'fare Leo Doody. 

Kids also went to the theatre to 
see the film. 


Kiddy Kwiz Kontest 
Packs ’Em In at Mats. 


Philadelphia. 


| Editor, VARIETY: 

We inaugurated a Kiddy Kwia 
Kontest for our children patrons 
| every Saturday matinee. We culled 


'the field of adult quiz programs and 
| from these fashioned a contest along 
| the kiddies’ line entirely. 

| We started two weeks in advance 
| with trailer copy, lobby announce- 


i'ments and application cards for 
'children to sign. Along with the 
|quiz contest, we incorporated a 


| prize contest to kiddies submitting a 
list of ten answers and questions, 
l to be delivered or mailed to the the- 
|atre. You’d be surprised at the ex- 
| ceptional intelligence of these ques- 
| tions. 

We selected for the quiz contest 
|a group of 10 boys and 10 girls, who 

had sent in their applications in ad- 
vance. 

The reaction to a child receiving a 
| postal card notifying him to appear, 
| was excellent and has built up good 
| will. The manner in which we de- 
| veloped this contest is so constituted, 
| that there can be no losers, everyone 
| wins a cash award. We have bonus 
| prizes for harder questions, but if a 
contestant stumbles on a question, 
they return to the end of the line 
and get as many chances as neces- 
| Sary. Of course, when we see this 
| 


child coming up for the second time, 
we give him the simplest question 
we have. 

Our presentation is as professional 
as possible, I work with two assist- 
ants; an usher who guides the chil- 
dren to the microphone used for con- 
testants, and a young girl who works 
on the opposite side to ring up the 
cash register showing the amount of 
the award and also handing the 
children their silver. 

The sight of the twenty children, 
our employees and myself and the 
visible equipment with a large Wel- 
come sign, all arising to stage level 
gives the kiddie audience a great 
thrill. While we have gone to elab- 
orate preparations to prepare this 
contest, the labor has been worth 
the fine results we are obtaining; for 
proof we have over five-hundred 
contestants’ applications filed. 

Martin Goldenberg, 
Warner Bros. State. 


fi 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


VARIETY 9 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Kyser, $18,000, Laughing Garbo, 


$17,000, Neck ’n’ Neck in Frisco 


+ 
| 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 


Thanksgiving Day helped pull) Ke ity 

business up this week at most houses. y C Grosses 
Holdovers at Orpheum and United | 

Artists are doing okay. Estimated Total Gross 


Kay Kyser and Greta Garbo pull-| 
ing plenty, w ith ‘That’s Right, You're | 
Wrong’ at Golden Gate and ‘Nin- | 
atchka’ at Paramount. Kyser has 
slight edge and should do sweet $18,- | 
000, which is about a grand more 
than laughing Garbo will gather. 

Estimates for This Week 

(F- WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Rul- 

(Par) and Blue Grass’ | 

Give indication of $16,000, | 

is Okay. Last week, ‘Eliza- 

beth Essex’ (WB), fell down to vend 
000, fair. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
— That's Wrong’ (RKO) plus’ 35-55), 
Tooking for good $18,000. Picture 
getting good air plugs because of 
Kyser’s NBC show. Air program, in| 
turn, plugged by Gate screen trail- 
ers. Last week, ‘Dr. Christian’ | 
(RKO) and Louella Parsons and her | 
‘Hollywood Stars of 1940,’ chalked | 
up $18,000, which was not as good | 


as expected. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— | 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (5th wk). Goes 
to business that holds 


on and on 
up unusually well considering the | 


(Based on 27 cities, 186 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Ne 


Last $1,623,700 
~ (Based on 24 cities, 165 theatres) 
ers Sea 
(WB). 
which 


RIGHT $15,000 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 28. 
Takes of major houses are On an 
upswing currently in face of early 


length of the run, ‘Witness Van- 
ishes’ (U) (3rd wk—mats only). | holiday shopping prodded by ad 
Nifty $9,000 this week. Last week, | ‘vanced Thanksgiving celebration. 


plenty nice $10,200. 2 : | Biggest trade-puller is ‘That’s Right 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40 3? k lace | 
— ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Night- “You're 
figure, Not far behind is ‘Ninotchka,’ 


ingale’ (WB). Laughing Garbo ‘and | 
smooth Melvyn Douglas drawing| which is hanging up very good biz 
the Albee. ‘Secret of Dr. Kil- 


|! and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th). 
| good $6,200. Last week, ‘Drums Mo- 
| hawk’ (20th), $7,200, very good. 


'‘Fast Furious’ 
| Geen. Anticipates good $3,000 in six 
| days. 
| Daughter’ 
| 600. 


| lent $6,500 in eight days. 
|‘Cat Canary’ 
| (M-G), $7,300, great. 
| Total Gross Same Week | 


‘First Love ’(U) and ‘Little Accident’ | 
| (U), second week, nifty $4,100. | 


Headed for 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
Mr. Smith’ (Col) (4th wk). Looks! 
Last week, — 


Music Box (iaaeirioks: Evergreen) | 
(850; 27-42)—‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and 
(M-G). Moved from 


Last week, ‘Housekeeper'’s 
(UA), moveover, okay $2,- | 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
| (2 27-42)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) 
/and ‘Stranger’ (20th). Expect excel- 
Last week, 
(Par) and ‘Fast Furious’ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


(1,350; 21-27- (Based on 12 theatres) 


(WB), plus 


Palomar (Sterling) 
37-42)—‘We Not Alone’ 


vaude. Indicate big $6,500, thanks to Total Gross Same Week 

Fami Last week, ‘Chicken Wagon $309,600 
amily’ (20th) and vaude. Black- Based 12 th 

stone, headlining, got $7,100, very on 
| 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3.039: 27-42)—‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G).| 
Pointing for $12,000, marvelous, and | 
top gross here in months. Last week, | 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32.— | 


‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) and ‘Bali’ | 

(Par), (2d run). Anticipated good | CLEVE. DAYS 
week (21-27-42)— | 

Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB), ong 


$2,600. Last 


| week, $3,000, big. 


Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy Work’ | 
(20th), not so hot $9,000. ete 

St. Francis AF -WC) (1,470; 30-40) | at Keith’s. | 
—Cat Canary’ (Par) and ‘What Life’) Vaudfilm Shubert is just fair with} 
(Par). Moved over from Warfield ‘Little Accident’ and Ted Weems’ 
and set for nifty $6,000, Last week, | band. From Dec, 1 through Dec. 28 | 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Television | this theatre will be straight pix, al- 


heavy $17,000. Last week, ‘Drums | for 
_— is giving good account of itself; 


Spv’ (Par), good $5,000 after pre-!| lowing for a pre-Xmas stage | 
vious hefty four-week session at the before resuming combo policy. | 
Wartield. | Next week, beginning Friday (1), 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35-| the Albee will have Eddie Cantor | 
55-75 )— Eternally Yours (UA) (3d) and his stage show linked with film | 
wk). Should do nice $5,500. Last at 42-65c scale. RKO is making the | 


week, good $7,500. | one-week vaudfilm change from the 
Warfeld (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— Shubert because the Albee has 1,150 | 
‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and “Pack yore seats. Shubert’s admish has | 
Troubles’ (20th). Set for good $12,- peen 40-60c. 
500. Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par} 
and ‘What Life’ (Par), gladsome Estimates for This Week 
$14,000, Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Very good 
‘ ) 907 $14,000. Same last week on ‘Drums 
ROARING 208 QUIET Mohawk’ (20th). 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘First Love’ (U). Transferred from 


$7,000 IN N.G. OMAHA 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | 
32)—‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Bor- | 
rowed Time’ (M-G) (2d run), only 
$2,000, slow. Last week, ‘Name Only’ 
(RKO) and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) 
(2d run), okay $2,700. 


Holiday 
Spirit Helps B.0.; 


| Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
35 )—U-Boat 29’ (Col) (2d run) and 
‘Lost Fliers’ (U). Nice thrill duo 

Louisville, Nov. 28. for this spot, nice enough for three 
Nice lineup of pics on view cur. | extra days, and about $2,900 for full 


Cleveland, Nov. 28. 
Community Fund drive, 


hitting theatres, many of which got 


| openings. 

Biggest beneficiary is State. where 
‘Another Thin Man’ is pulling the 
heaviest attendance figure in last 
two years. ‘On Dress Parade’ isn’t ! 
an asset for Palace, but okay vaude | 
is helping house hit moderately good | 
/pace. ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ opened | 
| slowly at Hipp, not clicking as em- 
'phatically as stay-overs of ‘Disputed | 


t nai |sesh. Last week, ‘Jeepers Creepers’ 
rently, and all set to cop some good | (Rep) plus ‘Man Could Hang’ (Col) 
coin. All films had nice openings | (2d run) landed mild $900 on three | 
Thursday (23), which date, incident- | “—. RKO) (3.000: 30-35-42-5 
ally, wa huge observed as Thanksgiv —Drums’ (20th). Third round for 
ing in this state. Nov. 30 was set aS| this one from Hipp and still going 


the official day in Kentucky by Gov | fine, $4,500. Last week, ‘Dr. Chris- 


Chandler before he was ap-/| tian’ (RKO), very poor $1,300. 

pointed to the Senate. owever, ln) ‘Have Music’ (UA) (#4 run). 
| banks and public offices were closed | Swell $3,400, better than its first. 
and a semi-holiday atmosphere was |Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), also 


made sweet music on h.o., $2,900. 


in evidence. Hipp (Warner) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 
| Opening of Xmas shopping season! _<fijzabeth Essex’ (WB). A little 
Friday (24) brought out thousands /|to9 much heavy pageantry for 


with! with floats, 


Palace for second week. Nice $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) | 
Omaha. Nov. 28. (2d run), sad $3,500. 

Theatre biz here continues on the! Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
downcurve, especially evident the ‘Sabotage’ (Rep) and ‘Roving 
past two weeks. Trend represents Tumbleweeds’ (Rep), _ split 
general situation here and exhibs are | ‘Playing Dynamite’ (WB) and ‘Rio’ 


about ready to get out the red ink. (U)., Okay $2,100. 


Ditto last week on | 


| 


of people to witness a Xmas parade, Davis-Flynn fans. 
bands, etc. So, with | tory $13,500, 
holiday-like crowd to begin the week, | ‘pyums 
and Kentucky’s official Thanksgiving | five-dav h.o.. 


Maybe. satisfac- 
if it builds. Last week, 
Mohawk’ (20th), on = only 
got good $7,300, after 


| Day still to come, downtown houses clocking profitable $15,500 on first 
seem to be sitting pretty. stanza. 

Best money looks to go to Loew's! Lake (Warner) (800; 15-25) — 
State with ‘Ninotchka.” ‘Day-Time) ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) plus ‘Money 
Wite,’ at Rialto, is also well up at the; Ring’ (WB). Holiday hypoing it to 


Other houses have no com- $2,400, oke. Last week, ‘Kid Night- , 
plaints. ingale’ (WB) and ‘Three Sons’ 
Estimates for This Week completely, just 
abou 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—Drums Mohawk’ 30-35-42-55 ) 
(20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th).; 4. arene ere (WB) with | 
Continuing in the groove, after 
moveover from Rialto, and should); gonnler-Gay trade 
okay $2,000. Last week, ‘First | 2° sticking to regular Friday open- 
a at (1) and ‘Call Me ais (U) ing. Will be fortunate if anything 
$2. 100 over fair $15,000 floats in, since 
there’s too much competish. Last 
entucky (Switow) ( ; 15-25)— | week, ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) with 
‘Star Midnight’ (RKO) and ‘Lost}‘Folies Bergere’ unit, got tremen- 
Patrol’ (RKO). Picking up some ex- | dous $22.000. 

tra biz from downtown crowds and|_ State (Loew's) (3450: 30-35-42-55) 
doing fairly well at $1,600. _ Last | —‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). A 
| week, ‘Rose Marie’ (M-G) (reissue) | killer-diller, bagging 14,300 custom- 


| and ‘Coast Guard’ 


Competish is heavy on all sides in- | ‘Hero Day’ (U) and ‘Konga’ (Col ), 
cluding legit. prize fights, ice hockey | split with ‘Tropical Fury’ (U) and. 
and pro football. ‘Money Ring’ (WB). | 

Estimates for This Week Keith's (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— | 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- ‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Good 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25)— ‘Rains $5,000. Last week, ‘Dress Parade’ | 
Came’ (20th) and ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’! (WB). okay $4,800. 
(RKO), dual, split with ‘Unexpected 5-42 )— 
Father’ (U), ‘Isle Lost Men’ (Par) 
and “Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th), from Albee “for second. week. All 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Glamour 
Girls’ (M-G), dual, split with ‘Man ge (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
t _ Hang Col) and ‘Gracie ‘That's Wrone’ (RKO). Socko $15,000. 
fairish Last week, ‘First Love’ (U), good 

‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), dual. Paul topped by Ted Weems orch. Fair 

unt not up to expectations at $13.000. Last week, ‘Pack Troubles 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Allegheny Up- Sisters heading 
rising’ (RKO) and ‘On Toes’ (FN). | (20th) and Andrews Sisters he gj 
$3.500. ng stage show, mild $12,500. 
; Omaha ‘Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and ‘Night 
Work’ (Par). Fair $7,000. Last week, MUNI- VAUDE. $6, 500, 
Circus’ (M-G) and ‘20,000 Men’ 
(20th), $7,500, alright. GOOD IN OK SEATTLE 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Pack 


(20th). Mediocre $8,000 
: ’ : eattle. Nov. 28. 
Last wes ‘First Love’ (U) and Sea ks 
‘Stranger’ (20th), $8,500, good. This state had_ its lega rggrcet 
Paramount ( Blank ) GB 000: 15-35- giving Thursday (23 ce and for — 
55)—‘Busy Work’ (20th y plus Phil | houses the holiday figures in this 
Spitalny “and all-femme band on) Weeks grosses. A k Ary 
Spitalny responsible for all of Washin game drew 
$13,500. Last week, ‘All Quiet? (U)| the after- 


25.000 at the Stadium in 


(reissue > 
reissue) and ‘Hero Day’ (U), $3,000, which hurt matinees, 


but night 


fairish, for five days. anager ; great | 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25- Was + is alternating 
6 Summery weather is alternating 
35)—‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Old Chi- “nh making a b.o, com- 


with rainy days, 


| 
Cago’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Stop, 
Look’ (Col), first-run, and ‘Rains Pination.— 
Came’ (20th), dual. Fairish $1,300. Estimates for This Week 


Last week, ‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Chan Blue Shanes (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


Reno’ (20th), $1,200, n.s.h. (850: 7-42)—Drums Mohawk’ 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) (20th). ge eover Fifth indicates big | 
—Konga’ (Col), ‘Woman Judge’ | $3.600 in nine days. Last week | 
(Col) and ‘Kansas Terrors’ (Rep), | (27c), Sweethearts’ (M-G) and ‘Test | 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Calling Pilot’ (M-G) ‘revivals), six days, 

Marines’ (Rep), ‘Desperate Trails’ | poor $900. 

(Rep), first-runs, and ‘Fifth Avenue, Coliseum = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
Girl’ (RKO), tripler. So-so $1,100.| (1,900; 21-32)—‘Rains Came (20th) 

Last week, ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ /and ‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d run), 

(WB), ‘Husbands Work’ (Rep), first-! Looking for good $3,500. Last week, 

Tuns, and ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and Sher lock | 
‘Par), tripler, split with ‘Crashing| Holmes’ (20th) (2d run), $2,500, 
Through’ (Mono), first-run, ‘Million slow. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever green) 
(2 349: 27-42)—Davtime Wife’ (20th) 


Dollar Legs’ (Par) and ‘Golden Boy’ | 
‘FN), tripler, $1,200, good. 


(Col), fair $1,500.' ers on Thanksgiving and coming 


| Loew’s State (3.100: 15-30-40)— | within $50 of one-day record set by 

/‘Ninotechka’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie! ‘Rosalie’ (M-G) in January, 1938. 

Baby’ (Col). Received raves from! No doubt in the least of grabbing 

critics and proving that Garbo still | great $22,000 in eight days. Last 

packs a potent b.o. punch. Aiming| week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), 

at solid $9,000. Last week, ‘Co-Ed’| pleasant $12,500 

(M-G) and ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 

mild $6,000 55)—Disputed Passage’ (Par). Shift- 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,900;|0V°r taking advantage of home- 

15-30-40)—'Not Alone’ (WB). Gen-| towner John. Howard in film. Good 

eral perking on the main stem, with | $9,000 for five. aa Last ver 

crowds lured by Xmas parade and| Pancing C o-Ed M-G), $3,800, 

street decorations, helping to bring fairish. 

this one fair $3,200. Last week, cena 

‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), on 

stanza, profitable $3,400. MUNI CETTING CLASSY 


| should easily cop $6,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40) —‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘City Darkness’ (20th). Plenty of, 
femmes going for this one, particu- | 
larly with Tyrone Power's name on; 
the marquee. Heavy coin-getter and 
Last week, 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy 
Work’ (20th), easily topped town 
for hefty $10,000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Allegheny Uprising’ 


$5,000 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Nov. 28. 
Ted Lewis’ band unit zoomed the 
Orpheum biz for its four-day run 
this week, with the straight film 
houses all drawing satisfactory trade. 
Paul Muni’s ‘We Are Not Alone’ 
|is getting the Warner the class trade, 
while ‘Rulers of the Sea’ is taper- 


(RKO) and ‘Sued Libel (RKO). ing off from last week’s big ‘Drums | 
With upped newspaper linage and | of the Mohawk’ biz at the Malco! 
general upswing in b.o. activity. this} palace. ‘Day-Time Wife’ shows 
pair should be good for satisfying Tyrone Power is hot here in any 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Road Glory’| of a vehicle. 

(20th) (reissue) and ‘Missing Evi- 


Estimates for This Week 
(2.600; 
(20th ). 


dence (U), felt the opposish and 
couldn't chalk up much better than 
$2.400, weak. 


10-30-40) 
Holding | 


Loew’s (Loew's) 
—‘Day-time Wife’ 


‘take of ‘Love’ 


football | 
and warmish nights for once are not 


| the benefit of smash Thanksgiving | 


'z0’ (UA) (3d wk). 


(RKO), 


itrouble getting 


ion. first 


Pre-Yule Trade Away with Bang 
In L.A.; ‘Ist Love’, Sweet $26,600, 
Thin Man’ $30, O00 H.0.’s Also OK 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Pre-Christmas season got away to 


good start with early Thanksgiving 


Day observance helping boost biz for 
most of the first runs. ‘Rulers of the 


Sea’ and vaude piling up good $18,500 
;at the Paramount, but town honors 


are being claimed by ‘Another Thin 
Man,’ which may pass $30,000 at com- 
bined Siate-Chinese. 

Pantages - RKO have the new 
Deanna Durbin pic, ‘First Love,’ with 
initial week garnering over $26,000 
and holdover is assured. Combined 


‘Three Smart Girls’ on 
In same houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
arthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
73 Wite’ (20th) and 
’ Darkness’ (20th), dual. Mild on 
Pt Ms r with around $2,100 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th) and ‘Escape’ (20th), on move- 
over—second week, so-so $1,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), 
dual. Holiday biz helping for neat 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Day-time Wife’ 
(20th) and ‘City Darkness’ (20th), 
dismal $6,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
|65)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Doing nicely on holdover and 
should add another’ $7,300. Last 
week, big $11,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA)—‘Intermez- 
Looks like okay 
$3,400 on current week, aided by 
Thanksgiving. Second week finished 
with profitable $4,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
65)—Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $7,400 on holdover after in- 
itial seven days piled up very big 
$12,000. 

Orpheum 
55 )—Chicken 
‘Law Pampas’ (Par), 
vaude. Major Bowes’ 
aided by holiday, helping for okay 
$9,000. Last week, second-runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Three Sons) 
dual. Durbin good for 
around $13,600 on first stanza, very 
good. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
(4th wk) and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), 


very good $7,500. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
and stage show. 


Rulers Sea’ (Par) 

Topped $4,900 on opening day 
(Thanksgiving) and should have no 
good $18,500 on the 
week. Last weck, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par), 
with Texaco air leads on stage, fin- 
ished to lucrative $23,000. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘First Love” 
(U) and ‘Three Sons’ (RKO), dual. 
Hitting fast clip for likely $13,000 
seven days, and good for 

Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col) (4th wk) and ‘Everything 
Ice’ (RKO), neat $7,600. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75) ‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G) and 


initial week 


(2,280; 30-40- 
(20th) and 
dual, and 


unit on stage, 


(Bdwy.) 
Family’ 


holdover. 


‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), dual. Should 
have no hitting $17,000, 
which is not to be sniffed at. Last 
week, ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘City Darkness’ (20th), very weak 
$9,100 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) and 
‘City Darkness’ (20th), dual. Very 


tame on moveover for around $2.100. 
Last week, ‘Drums’ (20th) and ‘Busy 
Work’ (20th). okay $4,300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Drums. Mohawk’ (20th and 
‘Busy Work’ (20th), dual (2d wk). 
Holdover justified with additional 
$5,200 in sight. First week, without 
holiday, brought satisfactory $5,500. 


we ek, 
‘20,000 


up well for sure $6,000. Tast 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) split with 
Men’ (20th). $3,000, poor. 
Warner (Warner) (2.300; 10-30-40) 
‘We Not Alone’ (WB). Started 
weak, but building steadily via rave 
notices and word of mouth to maybe 
$5,000, big. Last week, ‘Kid Night- 


ingale’ (WB) split with return show- 
ing of ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), $4,000, 
| very good. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2.200: 
10-30-40)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par). Will 
get average $4,800. Last week, 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), $7,200, 
| socko. 

Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2.800: 
15-40-55) —- ‘All Come Out’ (M-G) 
with Ted Lewis on stage. Nabbed 
plenty sweet $6,500 for four days. 
Last week, ‘Woman Judge’ (Col) 
and Constance Bennett in person, 
two days only, $3,200, swell 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-20- 
30) — ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) for three 
days, ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col) and 


‘Coast Guard’ (Col), two days each. 
Former pulled heavily on return 
date and may push week to $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Full Confession (RKO), 
$1,800, good. 


is ahead of Durbin’s . 


LOY-POWELL BIG 
| 


a 
4 

1 


10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


Hugh Herbert- Wave Big $10,000, 


But ‘Essex’ Only Light $5,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 28. 

Big Minnesota theatre is having its 
day currently. With only mild op- 
position, Hugh Herbert, its vaudfilm 
headliner, stands out like the Cornell 
football team. Making hay while the 
geun shines with its current top mag- 
net, the house is well out in front in 
the boxoffice race. 

There are two holdovers—First 
Love,’ continuing for a second canto | 
at the Orpheum, and ‘Drums Along 
the Mohawk,’ moving over from the 


State to the Century for seven more 
days—and both are getting by satis- 


week, ‘First Love’ (U), spiffy $4.100. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Not so 
good, and yanked after five days, 
with ‘Day-time Wife’ (20th) subbed 
to make 11-day stretch in all. Total 
will be fair $5,000, thanks to ‘Wife.’ 
Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par), weak 
$3,000. 

Varsity (NTI Noble- Federer) 


lent $13,000 in sight. Last week’s re- 
peat of ‘Mr, Smith’ (Col) faded to so- 
so $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G). Pacing for good 
enough $4,500. Last week, ‘Cat Ca- 
nary’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ (Par), 
good $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50 )— 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Chan Island 
(20th) (2d wk.). N.g. $2,200 after 
good $3,800 first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—L’Orage’ (3d wk), Fair 
$1,400 in prospect. Last week, good 
$1,900. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


factorily. Only new films of conse- 
quence are ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ and | 
‘On Your Toes,’ holding forth at the | 
State and Gopher, respectively. They | 
are not producing any great box- | 
office rush. 

There's still plenty of stage fare | 
current, or on the horizon. ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time’ is at the Alvin for three 
performances. Clyde McCoy heads a 
pretentious show opening at the 
Orpheum Thursday (30) as opposi- 
tion to the Minnesota’s offering, A. 
B. Marcus’ ‘La Vie Paree’ unit. How- 
ever, the Harry Hirsch Gayety winds 
up the first half of its burlesque 
roadshow season Thursday, as per its 
regular schedule. 

Weekend trade was somewhat 
stimulated by an inflow of visitors 
attracted by the Minnesota-Wiscon- 
sin football, game which drew 45,000, 
concluding the gridiron season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Beware Spooks’ (RKO) and ‘Three 
Sons’ (RKO), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) and 
‘Tropic Fury’ (U), dual _first-runs. 
Good $1,800 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Bright Boys’ (U) and ‘Kid Nightin- 


gale’ (WB), dual first-runs, split | 
with ‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) and 
‘Heaven Fence’ (20th), dual first-| 


runs, $1,500, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 25-35- | 
40)—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th). Moved | 
here from State for extension of loop | 
first-run. Still clicking satisfactorily 
and looks like $4,000. Last week, 
‘Mr, Smith’ (Col) (3d wk), got fine | 
$4,200, following $10.000 first Or- | 
pheum week and $6,000 second ses- 
sion at this house. | 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— 
*Secret Stamboul’ (Indie). Meaning | 
nothing at b.o. Just a filler preced- | 
ing highly ballyhooed ‘Ballerina.’ | 
Light $600 indicated. Last week, 


‘Love Affair?’ (RKO) (subsequent | 
run), $700, poor. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 


Presence in cast of | 
Eddie Albert, localite, and widely | 
heralded Zorina bringing in some 
customers. Light $2,500. Last week, 
‘Full Confession’ (RKO), yanked | 
after five poor days, $1,500. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
30-40)—‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) and 
vaude headlining Hugh Herbert. 
Latter is the draw and house is en 
route to big $10,000. Last week, 
‘Panama Patrol’ (GN) and stage 
show, $5,200, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 25- 
35-40)—First Love’ (U) (2d wk). 
Holding over an additional six days 
because of swell initial week re- 
sponse. Good $4,500 indicated. Last 
week, $8.800, big. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). No 
great guns as a trade puller here, 
but highly praised. Bette Davis at- 
tracting some customers. Headed for 
only $5,000, light. Last week, 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), $7,500, good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Old 
Maid’ (FN). First neighborhood 
showing. Practically new house still 
on initial momentum and good $3,000 
seems possible. Last week, ‘Women’ 
(M-G). $3.500, big. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Two Hearts in Waltz Time’ (For- 
eign) (revival). 
mediate predecessors here. May 
reach $1,000, licht. Last week, ‘Un- 
der-Pup’ (U) (2d wk), $700, poor. 


Montreal Low, But 


‘On Toes’ (WB). 


Bette High $13,000; 


Montreal, Nov. 28. 

Loew’s is the only first-runner hit- 
ting on all six currently with ‘Eliza- 
beth and Essex.’ It will probably 
h.o. Nothing special for the other 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty (CT) (1.600; 75c-$2.50 

plus tax)—‘When We Are Married’ 


(Legit). Five nights, two mats, 
starting Tuesday (28). Advance sale 
fair. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-40-55)— 


‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$6,500 after very good $11,000 first 


week. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)—‘U 
Boat 29’ (Col) (2d wk). Sighting 
fair $4,500 following good $7,500 last 
week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— 
‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB). Town 
crowding into this one, with excel- 


| de L’Adieu.’ 


No better than im- | 


34)—‘Capitaine Benoit’ and ‘Chanson 
Sighting average $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Gibraltar’ and ‘Oncle de 
Normandie,’ good $5,800. 


THIN TOPS 


| Faces’ 


(1,100; 10-25-35) — ‘Angels Wash 
(WB). Doing nicely, maybe 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Dust Destiny’ 
(WB), about $2,500, all right. 


DET. IMPROVES, 
DURBIN FINE 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 


Strong pic bills are holding up 
downtown biz. Hit earlier by long 
Chrysler strike, which for seven 
weeks now has kept 60,000 workers 
off payrolls, theatres find that good 
films still pull ’em in. 

Bulk of the customers are spend- 
ing their money on ‘Elizabeth and 
Essex’ and ‘First Love,’ but others 
are holding up to a good average. 

Ball started rolling here when 
Thanksgiving (23) hypoed the b.o. 
Holiday seemed to start the crowds 
in motion and good bills are keep- 
ing them coming after some bad 


Buffalo, Nov. 28. 
Downtown boxoffice is on the up- 
side again this week, with four out 
of five of the turnstiles moving up 
for sharp peaks, and even the Hipp, 
which has been lagging, going into 
upper brackets. 
‘Another Thin Man,’ at Buffalo, is 
showing great tugging power, Dur- 


'bin’s ‘First Love’ is overheating the 
| wickets at Lafayette, while ‘Roaring 


Twenties,’ at Lakes, is proving 
powerful draw. Tall takings are in 
order for the Kay Kyser film debut 
at the 20th Century. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). Spurt- 
ing along at dandy gait and should 
get around $20,000, sweet. Last 
week, ‘Circus’ (M-G), Dick Powell 
and Emery Deutsch orch on stage, 
plenty potent $22,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and ‘Kid 
Nightingale’ (WB). Romping along 
for around fancy $11,000. Last week, 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th), same. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Pack 
Troubles’ (20th) and ‘20,000 Men’ 
(20th). Business showing decided 
bulge for probably dandy $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) 
and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), second 
stanza, tame $5,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-, 
35)—‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Hero 
Day’ (U). Running great guns and 
should see over $14,000, brilliant. 
Last week, ‘Grey Walls’ (Col) and 
‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), poor $5,000. 

Twentieth-Century (Dipson-Basil) 
(3,000; 25-35)—‘That’s Wrong’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO). Looks 
okay for snug $10,000. Last week, 
‘Dr. Christian’ (RKO) and Shep 
Fields orch on stage (25-40), got 
| under $12,000, fair. 


| 


Grid Boosts Lincoln; 


‘Babes’ Loud $4,200 


Lincoln, Nov. 28. 
| Crucial Oklahoma-Nebraska foot- 


weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) (2d run) 
plus ‘Stop, Look’ (20th). Should get 
neat $7,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col) and ‘Prison Gates’ (Col), got 
good $4,500 in second week of sec- 
ond-run, 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—First Love’ (U) and ‘20,000 
Men’ (20th). Should glean big $24,- 
000. Last week, ‘Drums’ (20th) with 
‘Little Accident’ (U), $17,000, good. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) — ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) 
and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G). Headed for 
nifty $14,000. Last week got okay 
$13,000, with ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and 
‘Touchdown’ (Par). 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) 
(lst wk) and ‘Remember’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). ‘Remember’ was at UA two 
weeks ago; ‘Rulers’ moves over after 
week at Michigan. Look for good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Roaring Twen- 
ties’ (WB) with ‘Remember’ got 
pretty $9,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Another Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (2d wk). Will stay up 
there this week with $7,000, after 
taking plenty good $11,000 last week. 


‘Cavell’-Fields, 
Inkspots Nifty 
$24,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburg, Nov. 28. 


Weekend following Thanksgiving 
has always been big around here, 
and this year was no exception. Got 
everything away to flying start, and 
most of the spots can now coast in to 
first-rate grosses. Biz started drop- 
ping a bit yesterday (Morday), a 
natural reaction, but not enough to 
cut in very severely. 

Leader by wide margin is Penn, 


ball game, plus the ‘Franksgiving’ 
| celebration, both bringing extra 
| people to town, helped get the pres- 
| ent celluloid crop away in good 
| Shape. ‘Babes in Arms’ is the hefty 
| winner. 

Town looking forward to 
Howard Federer’s three-day vaude 
booking for the Liberty (4-6), which 
may decide whether or not stage 
shows get a place in local scheme. 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe)) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Made Spy’ (RKO) and 
‘Honor West’ (U), split with ‘Son Is 
Criminal’ (Col) and ‘Should Marry’ 
(Mono). All right, $900. Last week, 
‘Panama Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Over- 
land Mail’ (Mono), split with ‘Mickey 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Wong Chinatown’ 
(Mono), so-so $700. 

Liberty (NTI-Noble- Federer) 
(1,000; 10-25-30) — ‘Dust Destiny’ 
(WB). Moveover from Varsity may 
get only $800, light. Last week, ‘Real 
— (UA), also moveover, $900, 
ear; 

LincolIn (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25) — ‘City Darkness’ (20th) and 
‘Spirit of Culver’ (U), split with 
‘Bad Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (20th). Fair, $2,000. Last 
| week, ‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th), split with ‘Little Acci- 
dent’ (U) and ‘Big Czar’ (U), okay 
$2,100. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 


25-40)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G). Week’s | 
topper; probably $4,200, swell. Last! 


with ‘Another Thin Man’ going to 
|town despite mixed notices and set 
ito move to Warner for h.o. after 
|first key engagement. At Stanley, 
|Shep Fields and Inkspots are paired 
| with ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ and com- 
|bo, which didn’t open until day fol- 
lowing holiday, is having healthy 
|engagement, while Fulton’s still 
holding firm with ‘First Love,’ in 
third week and probably fourth com- 
ing up. While no standout, “Tower 
of London’ is doing satisfactorily at 
| Alvin; ‘Beasts of Berlin’ got away 
fair at Senator. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Tower London’ (U). Historical hor- 
ror drama got only a fair grade from 
crix, but will do around _ $7,700, 
which isn’t bad. Last week, second 
of ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), dropped 
sharply to $5,700 after $12,000 opener. 

Fulten (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—'‘First Love’ (U) (3d wk). Durbin 
hit still showing considerable 
strength. Paced for around $4,200 on 
current session, which may possibly 
mean another h.o. Last week, with 
the holiday, grabbed fine $8.000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). Biz 
proves there’s still plenty magic in 
the title and also in Loy and Powell 
as a team. Should pull great $23.500. 
That’s for eight days, since flicker’s 
sticking to put house back on Friday 
opening schedule, and it’ll move to 
Warner then. Last week, ‘Elizabeth 


Philly Looks Like Old Times: 


‘Dr. Kildare’-Parsons Big $28,000 


Essex’ (WB), major disappointment, 
getting only $11,500 in six days. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Beasts Berlin’ (Indie). A _ quick 
booking, opening Sunday (26), be- 
cause house was afraid to keep ‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col) any longer, due to fact 
that nabes are now getting it, too. 
Propaganda picture’ hasn’t much 
chance of bettering $2,200, which is 
pretty sluggish. In three days of 
fifth week, ‘Mr. Smith’ had plenty of 
stuff left, getting socko $2,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Edith Cavell’ (RKO) and Shep 
Felds-Inkspots. Raves for flicker 
helping, but Fields and Inkspots are 
proving the popular b.o. draft and 
accounting for what will be WB de- 
luxer’s second mop-up in a row. 
Should have no trouble’ swingin’ 
home with around $24,000, excellent. 
Last week, Hal Kemp, Rufe Davis 
and ‘Dress Parade’ (WB), big $25,700. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). Brought 
here from Penn. Doing just fair at 
$5,000. Last week, “Full Confession’ 
(RKO) and ‘On Toes’ (WB), in dog- 
house at $2,900. 


BALTO HEALTHY; 
BETTE FORTE 


Baltimore, Nov. 28. 

Off to a rolicking holiday start and 
holding a bullish pace thereafter, 
downtown theatres here are chalk- 
ing up some rosy figures, 

‘Another Thin Man,’ at Loew’s 
Century, is giving that house a new 
high for recent activity, and ‘Eliza- 
beth and Essex,’ at the amply seated 
Stanley, is keeping the turnstiles 
clicking. Combo Hipp, with ‘That's 
Right, You’re Wrong,’ plus vaude, is 
also garnering a bullish figure, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Another Thin Man’ (M-G). 
Attracting one of biggest grosses 
here in moons, with $15,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G), 
unexciting $6,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205: 
15-25-35-40-55-66) —‘That’s Wrong’ 
(RKO) and vaude. Clicking in solid 
style, with $17,000 indicated for 
eight-day stretch. Last week, ‘Fast 
Furious’ (M-G) and vaude headed by 
Wally Vernon, fairish $10,800 for six 
days. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Tower London’ (U). Get- 
ting some action at steady $8,000. 
Last week, second of “First Love’ 
(U), added good $6,400 to initial take 
of $10,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th). Not up 
to expectations. with $5,000 the most 
looked for. Last week, third of 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), mild $3,600. 
added to okay previous total of 
$11,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). Utiliz- 
ing ample capacity of this deluxer to 
whack out okay $14,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par), held 
up moderately at $6.200 after pleas- 
ing initial round to $10,700. 


ONLY GARBO, $17,000, 
HOT IN COLD PROV. 


Providence, Nov. 28. 

Nothing to rave about along the 
main stem, with exception of ‘Nin- 
otchka,’ at Loew’s State, which is 
dragging in all the biz. Other stands 
are simply marking time. 

‘Mr. Smith,’ playing third down- 
town week at Carlton, is still going 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Rio’ (U). At- 
tracting only so-so notice for fairish 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Allegheny Up- 
rising’ (RKO) and ‘Hero Day’ (U), 
okay $6,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Smug- 
gled Cargo’ (Rep) (3d wk). Main- 
taining steady pace for nice $4,000. 
Garnered swell $5,500 last week. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mutiny House’ (Mono) and vaude. 
Fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Drums Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) (2d run) and vaude, 
hefty $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Not Alone’ (WB) and ‘Kid Nightin- 
gale’ (WB). Muni usually strong bet 
at this stand, but only fair $7,000 this 
time. Last week, ‘Tower London’ 
(U) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), disap- 
pointing $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Furious’ 
(M-G). Big money winner this 

(Continued on page 16) 


Philadelphia, Nov, 28. 

The biggest Thanksgiving in years, 
plus the usual weekend celebration 
after the Penn-Cornell football 
classic, making theatre b.o.’s zoom 
to pre-recession levels this week, 

Leading the cash register parade 
is the Earle theatre, singing its swan 
song to the tune of $28,000 for the 
combination of ‘Secret of Dr. Kil. 
dare’ and Louella Parsons and her 
‘Star of 1940’ stage troupe, including 
six young Hollywood hopefuls. Par. 
sons’ gang is setting a new high in 
recent months for a non-band show 
at the Earle, which shutters Thurs, 
night (30) due to the squabble with 
the musicians’ union over a new 
contract. 

; Also very much in the blue chips 
is ‘Mr. Smith's’ second week, ‘Ni- 
notchka’s’ opening week at the Boyd, 
and ‘Allegheny Uprising’ at the 
Stanton, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68) 
— ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) 
(3d wk). Neat $7,500 after surprise 
ing $11,500 in second week. 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). Plenty hotcho 
with $22,000. Looks like at least two 
more weeks at this pace. Last week, 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), got okay 
$9,000 for third round. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and stage 
show, headed Louella Parsons’ star- 
let revue. Packed houses is sending 
the vaudfilm combo up to $28,000, 
plenty in the gravy. House folds 


Friday (1). Last week. good $20,000 
for ‘Dr. X’ (WB), George Hall's 


orch, Parkyakarkus, 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-42-57-68) — 
‘Day-time Wife’ (20th). Only dis- 
appointer in the lot, with bare $12.- 
000 for semester. Last week, ‘Ja- 
maica Inn’ (Par), did lot better with 
$15,300. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) (2d run). 
Moveover from Boyd not hurting 
any and nifty $5,900 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), okay 
$5,600. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘First Love’ (U) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Doing better here than at Fox de- 
luxer, with neat $3,800 for second 
turn. First week, $5,700, plenty 
solid. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57-68) 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d wk). Still 
stepping high with potent $15,000 
and good for at least one more ride. 
Opener, smashing $22,700. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). Pull- 
ing a_ sleeper with hefty $6,500 in 
till. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), 
fair $4,800 for second-run showing. 


‘MR. SMITH’ GOING OVER 
TOP IN PORT., $9,000 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 28. 

| Holiday biz put all spots in town 
| over with bang. ‘Mr. Smith,’ at 
|Paramount, is a_ terrific winner, 
nearly doubling the normal gross at 
that house, ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare.’ 
at Broadway, and ‘Ninotchka’ h.o. at 
Parker’s UA, are two other good 
ducat sellers. 

The Orpheum is scoring heavily 
again this week, but chiefly on the 
nia of repeat of Sally Rand's 
unit. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-35- 
40)—‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Co-Ed’ (M-G). Big winner at $6.- 
300. Last week, ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(UA) and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), 
okay $5,500 and moved to Mayfair. 
Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2.- 


000: 30-35-40)—‘That’s Wrong’ 
(RKO) and ‘Three Sons’ (RKO). 
About average for this house at 


$4,000. Last week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) 
-_ ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th), okay $4,- 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
500; 30-35-40) — ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(UA) and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). 
Getting nice $3,000 following first 
strong week at Broadway. Last 
week, ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB), moved 
from UA, about $2,600. 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
20-30-40)— ‘Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep) 
(Ist wk), with Sally Rand’s stage 
unit (2d wk). Latter chiefly re- 
sponsible for big $7,500. Last week, 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) with Sally 
Rand unit, terrific $11,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000: 30-35-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
and ‘Television Spy’ (Par). Great 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Drums Mohawk’ 
(20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th), okay 
$5.000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
35-40 )—‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Little 
Accident’ (U) (2d wk). Good for 
$5,300. First week over the top for 
great $6,000. 


| 

| | 
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while the M-G-M Hit Parade passes by! 


Enjoy the most amazing 
year of successes in all 
film history. And just 
think, it’s only November! 
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Freach Picture Industry Back in Rut 
As Propaganda Bureau Gets Blame; 
Giraudoux Principal Target for Abuse 


Paris, Nov. 14. 

After spurting to what resembled 
the beginning of a long, steady up- 
beat, the French pic industry is 
back in the doldrums. The Bureau 
of Information, headed by scrivener 
Jean Giraudoux, is the principal 
target blamed for the ills. He is 
charged with lacking initiative, au- 
thority and organizing ability. The 
bureau itself is accused of being ae 
hothouse of unkept promises. 


In September, with the nation! 
busily getting on a war footing, those 
in the trade remained quietly and 
patiently in the shade awaiting the 
expected reaction to the industry’s | 
halt. With October came the first | 
signs of renewed activity. Authori- | 
ties gave the impression they would 
Joosen up considerably in showcase 
restrictions. 


| 


False Hopes 


| 
Banking on these promises, ex- | 
hibitors announced the unshuttering | 
of many houses and the release of | 
new productions. Heartened by 
these peans of joy, French and 
American distributors set to work | 
to supply the demands. Producers | 
were encouraged to complete unfin- | 
ished pix and go ahead on new pro- | 
ductions, With bonanza days in the, 
offing, producers called back direc- 
tors and asked for actors to be de- | 
mobilized in order to finish 15 films | 
in various stages of completion. | 


November brought the bursting 
of the bubble. Producers depended 
on distributors and the latter on ex- | 
hibitors to start the ball rolling. The 
mountain petered out to a molehill. | 
Military authorities are reported to | 
have crossed Giraudoux somewhere 
along the line. Although they ex- 


tended the closing time for show- | 


cases to 11 p.m. they were much | 


tougher about increasing the audi- 
ence size at any given performance. 
Also, they were charged with gum- 
ming up production by refusing to 
release temporarily the required ac- 
tors. 

Nevertheless, officials at Girau- 
doux’ office are charged with hav- 
ing gone ahead painting everything 
in rose tints. They flatly announced 
that work had started on various 
lots when the contrary was true. 


Of 353 showcases in Paris, 243 


are again open for biz, but this gives | 


a false picture of the situation. All 
could be doing a roaring trade if the 


long queues of spectators waiting | 


on the sidewalks were permitted to 
enter and occupy the empty seats. 
The other 100 houses—most of them 


| posed as those inside, Yet, no pro- 
| vision has been made for them.’ 

| He added that the entire industry 
‘hinged on b.o, returns, and that if 
restrictions continued to be placed 
| limiting income, every phase of the 
trade would remain paralyzed. He 
‘said that the industry was permeated 
with a feeling of demoralization. 

‘There is little likelihood that the 
producers will receive financial aid,’ 
he concluded. ‘An intersyndical com- 
mittee headed by Deputy Henri 
Clerec has been formed, however. 
It will examine unfinished and pro- 
jected films and will recommend aid 
in individual cases if the subjects are 
interesting and timely.’ He hinted 
that the aid might be i1 the form of 
notes discounted by the Bank of 
France, and which would not be col- 
lected until the end of the war. 

A local pic magazine is loudly de- 
manding a film dictator and recom- 
mends Louis Jouvet, Rene Clair, 
Julien Duvivier, Marcel Achard or 
Marcel Pagnol for the post. Its wish 
may be granted because there have 
beer. recurring rumors of a shakeup 
ard the transformation of the infor- 
mation bureau into a ministry with 
cinema, radio, press and culture sub- 
divided into sub-ministries. 

Giraudoux is reportedly unhappy 
about his inability to get things done. 
His complaint is said to be that all 
his wishes and requests have been 


'sidetracked by the military clique. 


He is said to have fought for actors’ 
releases and asked for less severe 
s' owceace restrictions. But for the 
most part he has been rebuffed. In 
this connection, Le Jour, ’aris daily, 
writes: ‘If men are temporarily demo- 
bilized to take in the harvest why 
shouldn’t a very few men be released 
to complete pics?’ 

Another paper points out there are 
sufficient unmobilized and demo- 


bilized men to keep ‘he industry go- 


ing. It says that there are 28 direc- 
tors, 50 cameramen and assistants, 
about 50 decorators and makers of 
sets, at least half dozen complete 


Friedman’s Columbia 
Home-Office Confab 


Joseph Friedman, general manager 
for Columbia in Great Britain, has 
arrived in New York for confabs 
with h.o. execs. 

Future course on selling in Eng- 
land, in view of currency freezing, 
will be decided at the conferences, 
which are expected to last several 
weeks. He returns via Clipper to- 
day (Wednesday). 

Friedman said yesterday (Tues- 
day) he will determine whether the 
British government will extend 
facilities for production in England. 
If, so, he declared, Columbia will 
send Irving Asher back there to con- 
tinue work. Asher made three for 
Col. in England last year. 

Jack Segal, manager of foreign ex- 
change operations, will accompany 
Friedman to Europe on the Clipper. 
He is heading for Paris, from where 
he will survey the Continental ex- 
change setup. 


Italy's Cabinet 
Shifts Seen As 
Aiding US. Pix 


Rome, Nov. 28. 
Italy’s cabinet shakeup is expected 
to bring a more definite change in 
fascism’s viewpoint toward the im- 
portation of foreign films, it is stated 
in well-informed circles here. 
While no revolutionary measures 


| 


that would permit the Yanks to come 
back into the Italian distributing 
field on the same basis previously 
enjoyed is envisaged in the imme- 
diate future, these quarters state 


/some sort of move that would make 


| (Ed. note: This marks the first admis- | 


business possible here is in the cards. 


sion from Rome scurces that the gov- 


|ernment is trying to win back the U. 
|S. distribs). 


Foreign Exchange. 
| predecessor, 


Main reason for such a belief 
is stated to be the appointment of 
Raffaello Riccardi as new Minister 
Unlike his 
Felice Guarneri, Ric- 
cardi is known to take a Icnger view 


suund crews, hundreds of technicians | on the subject of foreign trade ex- 
anc all the actresses required as well | changes. 


as some available actors. 


War-Time London 


London, Nov. 14. 


| Harry Lauder entertaining the 


| Scottish troops. 


Small groups of from three to-five | 
professionals are providing enter-| Popular Culture Pavolini, 


Guarneri, for example, would not 
'allow the country to buy foreign 
|Juxuries, as he was a strict econo- 
|mizer who believed that the only 
| way to make the country self-suffi- 
{cient was to prevent her from buying 
|more than she sold, 
_ banning of coffee, gasoline and 
| American films is generally ascribed 
to him. 

It is not believed that Minister of 
who re- 


large, modern deluxers—are still tainment for soldiers, travelling in | cently replaced Dino Alfieri, would 


boarded up. Only three French and 


five American piciures have been re- | : ’ : 
| John Atwill has received his doc- | importation of foreign films. In any 


leased to date. 
3 or 4 Unfinished Pix 


The 15 unfinished films announced 
as being on the lot dwindled to three 
or four. These few were completed 
but in every case they were only two 
or three days away from the cutting 
room and required little outside 
help. There are about 45 other pix 


held by the distributors because the 


part of the production expenses. 


percentage grossed would only cover | 


automobiles. 


| be opposed to the adoption of a pol- 
licy that would permit a more free 


| tor’s degree, and is now a captain in | case, it was not the ministry of prop- 
the Royal Army Medical Corps. He’s | aganda that was responsible for the 


the son of Lionel Atwill. 


| Jack Doyle has rejoined the Irish 
Guards, 


Jack McGrath, former’ general 
manager of Theatre Royal, Dublin, 


Artillery, as a major. 


ready for release, but are being with- has joined his regiment, the Royal | 


Desmond Tester, who played the | 
Exhibitors, distributors, producers, drummer boy with Sabu in ‘Drums,’ | ture officials as indicating a move 


| institution of the monopoly, but the 
'former Minister of Foreign Ex- 
| change, Guarneri. Alfieri was known 
| to be against the mor opoly, although 
| he admitted that American films cost 


Italy 20,000,000 lire ($1,052,620) in 
gold that was going abroad. 


U. S. Cos. Optimistic 
Swing away from Nazi influence 
in Italy is envisioned by U. S. pic- 


actors, directors and technicians, bul- | has objected to military service. He | towards bettering business between 


warked by an irritated press, are 
unanimous in deploring the situa- 
tion. 
‘where the recovery was rapid and 
where government collaboration 
helped the industry get back on its 
feet in short order.’ 

Dr. Pierre Blancheville, head of 
the French Distributors Syndicate 


and president of the new Intersyn- | 


dical group, best expresses the view- 
point of the trade. 

‘The exhibitors are irritated with 
the government for the measures it 
has failed to take, and the rhythm 
of the entire trade depends on the 
exhibitors,’ he told Variery, 

‘The military authorities 
been far too intransigeant,’ he con- 
tinued. 

‘It is hard to understand why they 
should limit the audiences in motion 
picture houses and yet plice no re- 
strictions in cafes, sport stadiums 
and churches. The dangers are just 
as great for one as for the other. 
If such precautions are taken for au- 
diences inside the theatre, what 


about the people in queues waiting 
outside for admission? In the event 
of an air raid they are just as ex- 


They point to Great Britain, | 


have 


| Was granted exempiion on condition 
he undertook agricultural work. 


Paris, Nov. 14. 


| 


Paris in Wartime 


the two countries, relations with the 
Yank film business being favored. 


Niger’ premiere, postponed to Nov. 


Lucienne Boyer, Corinne Luchaire, | 22, to be followed by benefit for the 


Claude May, Louise Carletti, Gene- | air ministry at same showcase with 


| vieve Callix, Helene Robert, Miche- 
line Presles and Jane Sourza, latest 
| femme film stars to adopt familyless 
'soldiers for duration of war. 


Shades of pre-war days at Max- 
|im’s Friday nite (10), with following 
‘picked out at random: Grover 
| Whalen, Duke and Duchess of Wind- 
sor, Pierre Laval with daughter 
Duchess de Chambrun, Kitty Gal- 
lien, Germaine Aussey. Irving Marks 
with Arian Borg. 


Gracie Fields aired in from Lon- 
don and dashed off to the front to 
sing for the Tommies. 


The Olympia’s grand film gala for 
army benefit with ‘L’Homme du 


British pic, ‘Lions Have Wings.’ 


Free matinees given to soldiers at 
the Comedie Francaise, Opera Com- 
ique and Odeon with ‘Madame Sans 
Gene,’ ‘Carmen’ and ‘L’Arlesienne,’ 
respectively, on Armistice Day. 


War correspondents say that Jose- 
phine Baker, with ‘J’ai Deux 
|Amours,’ and Maurice Chevalier, 
with new war song, ‘Et Cas Fait 
d’Excellents Francais’ (‘And That 
Makes Excellent Frenchmen’), are 
pulling down house whenever they 
go ‘somewhere in France.’ Following 
Chevalier and Miss Baker to the 
front will be Lucienne Boyer, Gi- 
sele Casadesus, Pierre Dac and Denis 
d’Ines, 


The present | 


50% Frozen Income, $17,500,000, 
Left in Britain, Seen Assuring Fine 
Quality of Made-in-England Prods. 


ODEON’S 35-YEAR DEAL 
FOR PAR’S 7 IN LONDON 


London, Nov. 28. 
Odeon circuit signatured a 35-year 
lezse of seven Paramount cinemas 
here on Nov. 23. 
Carlton and Plaza and_=e seven 
others remain under Par control. 


Leasing agreement, whereby 
Odeon would operate seven of Para- 
mount’s theatres in England, was 
okayed by Paramount previously 
and only remained for Odeon board 
to approve the lease. 

Deal was under way some time 
before the European war started and 
is not regarded as a war‘ime econ- 
omy move on the part of Paramount. 
Negotiations were broken off shortly 
after war was declarec both parties 
awaiting business conditions under 
wartime regulations before proceed- 
ing with final details. Stanton 
Griffis, chairman of Par’s executive 
committee, went .o London and per- 
sonally supervised negotiations late 
list summer. 


U.S. Film Cos. Protest 
On Jap ‘Discrimination’ 


six U. S. major film companies over 
| alleged Japanese discriminatory tac- 
tics against them marks the initial 
gun in a renewed campaign to ob- 
tain a new coin-picture pact with 
Japan, Distributor reps for. six 


Opens New Pact Drive 


Protest in Tokyo Monday (27) by | 


Ruling of the British government, 
announced last Wednesday (22) in 
London, freezing 65% of the gross 
or 50° of the net income of seven 
American distributing companies in 
Great Britain, was in line with ex- 
pectations. Because it represents a 


maximum of $17,500,000, which the 
seven companies can take out of the 
British Isles annually (Universal has 
a separate deal because of its Brit- 
ish interests), the 50% of net release 
of coin was not rated as disappoint- 
ing as many feared. Especially in 
view of threat to freeze 80%. 

However, the decision to allow the 
quota law in Englard to operate as 
is until the end of next March was 
not greeted so enthusiastically. For 
major companies who have fulfilled 
all quota pictures obligations for the 
six-month period from Oct. 1 last to 
April 1, 1940, there is no worry about 
such production in the offing until 
next spring. But others are con- 
fronted with taking a samble on ex- 
pensive production or trying to rush 
through minimum cost features 
which would have little chance in 
the world market. 

The monetary policy of the Brit- 
ish government which is to run un- 
til late in 1940, as announced by 
Oliver Stanley, head of the British 
Board of Trade, puts a maximum 
ceiling of about $17,500,000 on the 
amount of coin that can be removed 
frora Great Britain during the next 
12 months. This applies to the seven 
majors, excluding Universal, mean- 


|ing that each company would avere 


$2,500,000 in remittcaces though, 


oy 


of course, the sum will be divided up 
| according to the earnings of each in- 


| major companies sought the help of | 


ambas- 
rental 


American 
in freeing 


| Joseph C. Grew, 
|sador to Japan, 


|money frozen there and in securing | 


dividual company. 
How It Figures 
This total is arrived at by figuring 
the seven U. S. distributors as hav- 
ing an average annual gross of $50.- 
000,000 over the last three years 
(government edict specifies the max- 


'ir-um is to be reached by taking a 


{permits for additional pictures to | 
|enter the country. 
American distribs will have ex- 


| hausted their supply of about 200 
| pictures in Japan by the end of 1939. 
| Hence, a new deal, allowing some 
| 1,200,000 yen (about $275,000) to 
| leave Japan and to permit new U. 
|S. product into the country, shortly 
| will be sought. 

1938 with Japan whereby 3,000,000 
‘yen (about $700,000) was transferred 
| to the San Francisco branch of the 
| Yokohoma Specie bank, to be held 
'in escrow for three years, this cov- 
ering rental money over an 18- 
'month period ending last Decem- 
ber. Other feature of this deal was 
'that 200 features were allowed to 
_ enter Japan (exchange is at the cur- 
rent rate, considerably lower than 
when 1938 pact was made). 


| 


‘Report Griffith Mulled 


As Rose’s Foreign Aide 
28. 

Grif- 
sales 
War- 
War- 
Rose, 


London, Nov. 

Possible selection of David 
fith, formerly First National 
chief in Great Britain before 
ner Bros. combined FN with 
ners, as assistant to David E. 
is reported under consideration 


mount in Great Britain. 

David E. Rose is due in iw. Y. from 
London within the next week. No 
announcement of any addition to his 
staff will be made until he arrives 
in N. Y. 


Soldiers’ 


Paris, Nov. 14. 

New cabaret to do biz on Champs 
Elysee as the ‘Madelon Cabaret’ is 
announced for early opening. It 
will be directed by war-wounded 
| pie actors. 

Feature is that certain percentage 
of the tables will be set aside for the 
wounded and soldiers on leave, to 
whom drinks will be served gratis. 


NEW MEX. 7,000-SEATER 


Mexico City, Nov. 28. 

Mexico City will soon have one of 
th biggest cinemas in the Americas, 
th. Cine Colonial, under construc- 
_tion by Oscar and Samuel Granat, 
local circuit operators. 

House is to seat 7,000 and is being 
readied for opening in Fetruary, 


maces pact jate in | the country thus represents of 


3-year average). Operating expenses 
are figured at 30°, according to for- 
eign department executives in New 


| York, which would leave $35,000,000 
; net income to be divided, with 50‘; 


| 
| 


‘duction. 


of this net remaining in Great Bri- 
tain. 


The $17,500,000 allowed to leave 


the maximum gross. If the net in- 


sh r 47 4. 
iu the 


come 
period reaches only $30,000,000, the 
seven majors would receive only 


$15,000,000. In any case, the amount 
allowable for export cannot exceed 
$ ,500,000. Separate deals patterned 
a.ong the same lines are. being 
worked out by American independ. 
ent distributors while Universal's ar- 
rangement is more complicated be- 
ceuse of the active participation of 


General Films Distributors in U 
management. 
The. average amount—$2,500,000 


per company—which is left frozen in 
Great Britain doubtlessly will be put 
to work in carrying out quota pro- 
Paramount claims it has all 
quota credit films out of the way 
for the six months ending next April 


| 1. Understood that Warner Bros, also 


here. | 
Rose is managing director for Para- | 


| O° the Quota Act. 


is fairly well set and that 20th-Fox 
will have little producing to do in 
order to measure up to requirements 
Metro, Columbia, 


| RKO and several others may have 


to do further quota production work. 


| Victor Saville, who made ‘Goodbye 


Mr. Chips,’ probably will supervise 
any additional producing to be done 
by Metro. 


With three triple-credit quota fea- 
tures figuring to cost $1,000,000 to 
$1,500,000, much of the frozen coin 
re naining in Great Britain would be 
put to active use. Not only that but 
quality films are regarded as having 
a fine chance of showing a profit in 
th- world market. This would en- 
able American companies to un- 
freeze part of the coin. 


Reisman on RKO O.O. 


Phil Reisman, head of RKO’s for- 
eign department, is leaving New 
York this week for Mexico City, and 
possibly an inspection tour of Cuba 
and Mexico. 

Reisman has been planning the 
trip for the last 10 days, but the 
press of developments in Europe 
forced several postponements. 


) | = 
| | | 
| 
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Business in Phoenix: 
“GERONIMO!” does a 
smashing week’s busi- 
ness in only two days! 


Business in Tucson: 
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The Great Victor Herbert 


Fea 


Faramount production and release, 


fures Allan Jones, Mary Martin, 
«onnolly, Lee Bowman, Judith Barrett, 
Susanna Foster. Directed by Andrew 1. 
Stone. Sereenplay by Russel Crouse and 
Robert Lively, from story by Lively and 
Stone: camera, Victor Milner; dances, Le- 
Roy Prinz. Previewed in Projection Room 
(N. Y.), Nov. 27¢, ‘39. Running time, 
#6 MINS, 
JONN RAMSEY Allan Jones 
Victor Herbert...... eseeeee Walter Connolly 
Dr. Richard Moore..ceceeee... Lee Bowman 
Peggy (14)...... Foster 
Marie Clark...... Barrett 
Barney Harris cerome Cowan 
Warner John Garrick 
Albert Martin... Watkin 
Michael Richard Tucker 
George Faller... K, Dawson 
Mrs. Victor Herbert..........-Mary Currie 
Lamp James Finlayson 
From the almost inexhaustible 


library of Victor Herbert operettas, | 
Paramount has selected a melodious | 
background for a biographical film 

based on the career of the American 

composer, It is elaborately pro- 
duced, visuaily effective, and serves | 
to introduce to film audiences Mary | 
Martin, youthful singer who last sea- | 
son had Broadway talking about her | 
‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy’ num- | 
ber in ‘Leave It to Me.’ There is! 
going to be more conversation about | 
Miss Martin over wider areas when 

the picture moves into general dis- | 
tribution, and it is going to be en- 

tirely complimentary. 

As for the vehicle itself, audiences 
will learn from it very little about 
Victor Herbert, except that he com-_ 
posed a long list of musical stage | 
hits, and in his spare time concerned | 
himself with the domestic joys and | 
sorrows of actors who played and 
sang in his shows. Effort to capture 
for the screen, with some realism, the 
life and manners of New York, 
around the turn of the century 1s_ 
quite futile. The screenscript Is a 
synthetic piece of work, employing 
characters and situations suggested 
by half a dozen backstage stories. It 
is a laborious hour and half, bright- 
ened only by reprises of Herbert 
numbers and appearances of the ap- 
pealing Miss Martin. 

Walter Connelly gives a life-like 
characterization of the composer, 
bearing a striking resemblance to 
Herbert, who was a popular and 
familiar figure on Broadway for 
many years. In the story, which was 
whipped up by Robert Lively and 
Andrew L. Stone, who also directed, 
Herbert is given a part of secondary 
importance. Plot is framed around | 
the marriage of a tenor and soprano, | 
and the inevitable domestic clash 
when their careers move in opposite | 
directions. Composer is the peace- 
maker who brings about harmony 
and happiness before the final fade- 
out. 

Although Miss Martin’s voice is 
limited in its range, care was used | 
in the selection of her songs. Her) 
trouping stamps her immediately as 
2 capable film artist. 

As the young husband, Allan Jones 
makes a personable appearance and | 
sings his numbers with spirit. Other | 
featured players are Lee Bowman, 
Judith Barrett and Susanna Foster, | 
a child coloratura who takes ‘Kiss 
Me Again’ to a new high. 

Production is a series of lavish | 


settings, extensive groupings and 
elaborate scenic buildup. Some of 


the musical numbers employ the Le- 
Roy Prinz ballet and a well trained 
chorus. Victor Milner’s photography 
is outstanding, and the musical ar- 
rangements are excellent. 

With the advantages of Victor Her- 
bert’s superlative score, the _ film 
should please the musically wae. 

im, 


CISCO KID AND LADY 


Hollywood, Nov. 24. 


Mth-Fox release of Jofin Stone produc- 
tion Stars Cesar Romero; features Mar- 
4ovie Weaver, Chris-Pin Martin, George 
Montgomery, Robert Barrat, Virginia 
Field, Harry Green, Directed by Herbert 
¥. Leeds. Screenplay by Frances Hyland; 
original by Stanievy Rauh, suggested by 
character, ‘Cisco Kid’ by William Sidney 
Porter (O. Henry): camera, Barney Me- 
Gill; editor, Nick De Maggio. Previewed 
° t Fox Wilshire, Beverly Hills, Nov. 24, 


at 
ov. 


Running time, 73 MINS. 


Bid. Cesar Romere 
Julie Lawson....ce. Weaver 
Gordito ...... Chris-Pin Martin 
Tommy Bates...ccecece George Montgomery 
Jim Harbison...... Robert Barrat 
Billie sees Virginia Field 
Gloria Ann White 
Pop ...James Hurke 
Sergeant...cccee James Flavin 
Ma Saunders, Ruth Warren 


Cesar Romero takes over the role 
of the Cisco Kid in 20th-Fox’s plan ments. 
to continue the series. What Romero | 


Walter 


claim, Cisco steps in to thwart the 
|plans and save the mine for the 
orphaned baby. Yarn develops in 
iseries of checkmate moves between 
the two men, until Cisco finally sees 
Barrat killed and the mine and baby 
safely in the care of the schoolmarm 
jand her sweetheart. Cisco falls in 
‘love with the teacher, but gives her 
jup when he finds she has another 


him from capture. 

Supporting cast does well with ma- 
‘terial provided. Chris-Pin Martin is 
‘Romero's roly-poly sidekick; Marjorie 
Weaver is the teacher; Barrat a 
‘standard villian, and Virginia Field 
ithe dance hall gal. Baby Gloria Ann 
| White is caught in several cute shots. 
Tango dance by Romero and Miss 
'Field is excellently staged and, al- 
though brief, a highlight of the 
picture. 


THE BIG GUY 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Universal release of Burt Kelly produc- 
tien rs Victor MeLaglen, Jackie Cooper, 
Directed by Arthur Lpbin. Screenplay by 
Lester Cole. Based on story by Wallace 
Sullivan and Richard K, Polimer; camera, 
Elwood Bredell; editor, Philip Cahn. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Nov. 22, 
"3%. Running time, 78 MINS, 


Warden Whitlock Victor McLaglen 


Sti 


Jimmy Hutchins.... eevee. Jackie Cooper 
Joan Moran 
Mary Whitlock. Munson 
Lawson... Hicks 
Jack Lange. VOnNathan Hale 
Chuck Pawley 
Buzz Miller. -..George McKay 


Here is an actionful and suspense- 
ful melodrama that ranks as a top 
programmer with strong entertain- 
ment factors for picture of its type. 
‘The Big Guy,’ with Victor McLag- 
len and Jackie Cooper for marquees, 
will provide good support for the 
key duals, and rates as bill topper 
in the subsequent and action houses. 

Although story has a partial prison 
background, it neatly sidesteps utili- 
zation of too much penitentiary foot- 
age and concentrates on the human 
drama of a youth who innocently be- 
comes enmeshed in a prison break 
and subsequent murder. Convicted 
as an accomplice, and sentenced to 
die, the boy proclaims his innocence 
while the prison warden struggles 
with his conscience to disclose facts 
that would clear the kid. Secretly 
holding loot of the dead gangsters, 
with idea of future security for his 
wife and self, the warden finally 
signs a confession—but at the hour 
the vouth and a trusty makes a 
break for freedom. The warden 
eventually dies in a pitched battle 
with the beserk trusty. 

McLaglen is vigorous as the guard 
captain who gets permanent appoint- 
ment of warden after apprehending 
the escaping convicts. Cooper is ex- 
cellent as the youth involved with 
the prison break plot through his en- 
thusiasm to secure funds to continue 
schooling. Cooper’s dramatic scenes 
are highlighted with conviction, es- 
pecially one in which he accuses Mc- 


|Laglen of stealing the money cache 


of the prisoners. 

Edward Brophy capably carries 
comedy thread as the prison trusty, 
with Jonathan Hale a suave fixer for 
the break. Peggy Moran supplies 
minor romantic interest for Cooper: 
Ona Munson is McLaglen’s wife: and 
Russell Hicks the boy’s attorney. 
| Picture unwinds at a fast clip, 
|neatly building dramatic punch un- 
| der expert piloting by Arthur Lubin. 
{Production values are adequate for a 
‘top programmer. 


THE NIGHT OF NIGHTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 21. 
Paramount release of George M. Arthur 
} production. Stars Olympe Bradna, Pat 
|’ Rrien, Roland Young. Directed by Lewis 
Milestone. Original screenplay by Donald 
Oxden Stewart; camera, Leo Tovar; editor, 
Doane Harrison; asst. director, Holly 
| Morse Previewed at Westwood Village 
Nov, 21, '3% Running time, 85 MINS. 


Dan O'Farrell Pat O'Brien 


Marie Alyce O’Farrell...... Olympe Bradna 
Michael Fordkin......... Reginald Gardiner 
George E. Stone 


‘Night of Nights’ starts out with 
a premise that indicates healthy en- 
tertainment for a general program 
picture but drops into the obvious 


‘half way through, and winds up as| 


familiar Pagliacci drama of back- 
stage life. Lacking marquee strength, 
picture will suffice as a: supporting 
attraction in the duals and subse- 
quents, of better-than-average pro- 
gram material. 

Picture is geared at a most leis- 
urely pace, Lewis Milestone’s direc- 
{tion and the cast performances as- 
| Sisting materially to overcome short- 
comings of the script. It contains 
some sparkling and interesting pas- 
| Sages, spiced with dramatic mo- 
and then again swings into 
passages that handicap in re- 


Jacks in the physical build of Warner taining audience attention. 


Baxter, who first did the Kid, he 
suavity, 


adequately makes up in 


Pat O’Brien, topflight Broadway 
author-actor, goes on a binge with 


craftiness and greater romantic ap- Roland Young prior to opening of 


peal. Handicapped by a lightweight) his show. 


story, parading familiar material 


: Pair blow up premiere, 
,| with O’Brien’s wife, in the lead, de- 


‘Cisco Kid and the Lady’ will satisfy | serting him. O’Brien lives in a haze, 


as a dual supporter where outdoor 
action is required, Obvious situations pears 
inserted, tied to-| Youngster is a vivid reminder of his 


are conveniently 


until years later his daughter ap- 
from a Quebec’ convent. 


gether loosely without much regard | wife, and finally persuades him to 
for a sock dramatic climax. Series) again revive his play, the father and 


needs much stronger story material 
to give future releases proper 
momentum for audience popularity. 

Story gives Cisco a chance to do 
another good deed as a border Robin 
Hood. When Robert Barrat murders 
a prospector to jump latter’s rich 


|daughter playing the leads. Open- 
|ing night is a success for both, and 
‘O’Brien succumbs to a heart attack 
‘for the tragic finale. 

Story theme is basically laugh- 
clown-laugh, used innumerably be- 
ifore, but in this case the story gets 


|and_ situations. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Great Victor Herbert’ 
(Par). Appealing to the music- 
ally inclined. Eye-filling and 
melodious. 


‘Cisco Kid and the Lady’ (20th). 
Cesar Romero as the Cisco Kid 
handicapped by weak story. Ac- 
tioner for dual support. 

‘The Big Guy’ (U). Strong ac- 
tion melodrama for key dualers, 
Victor McLaglen and _ Jackie 
Cooper starred. 

‘The Night of Nights’ (Par). 
Backstage drama lightened by 
direction and cast performances, 
Nominal supporter for key duals. 

‘Return of Dr. X’ (WB). Hum- 
phrey Bogart as the bogeyman 
in a ‘bring-’em-back-from-the- 
grave’ theme. 

‘Torture Ship’ (PDC). Sup- 
posed to be a scarer, but misses 
the mark. Limited appeal for 
action houses only. 

‘Fighting Gringo’ (RKO). Good 
George O’Brien western. 

‘Outpost of the Mounties’ (Col). 
Saga of the northland strictly for 
the western nabes. 

‘Sky Patrel’ (Mono). ‘Tailspin 
Tommy’ series maintains even 
keel in this one. Jackie Coogan 
now added to cast. 

‘Sons of the Sea’ (GN). Leslie 
Banks starrer, British - made, 
dealing with espionage. Good 
for British programmers. 

‘Hell’s Cargo’ (AB). Exciting 
sea yarn, good for native Britain 
and American duals. 


rather unwieldy and cumbersome 
in its unfolding. 

Olympe Bradna is charming and 
personable as the daughter. O’Brien 
overdraws his characterization for 
most of the footage. Young pro- 
vides light moments as O’Brien’s pal, 
and Murray Alper is prominent as a 
chauffeur provided with laugh lines 
Reginald Gardiner 
is excellent as the pro in the Lambs 
Club men’s room who becomes a big 
Broadway producer, while George 
E. Stone handles role of latter’s as- 
sistant in competent style. 


|fort for Lewis Milestone in nearly 
two years. 


RETURN OF DOCTOR X 


Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Stars Wayne Morris, Humphrey Bogart, 
Rosemary Lane; features Dennis Morgan, 
John Littel, Lya Lys. Directed by Vin- 
cent Sherman. Adapted by Lee Katz from 
story by William J. Makin: camera, Sid 
Hickox, At Criterion, N. Y., week Nov. 
22, °39. Running time, 60 MINS, 
Marehall Quesne........ Humphrey Bogart 
Joan Vance...... Rosemary Lane 
Walter Wayne Morris 
Michael] Rhodes..... ecceeee Dennis Morgan 
Dr. Francis Litel 
Detective Ray Kincaid..... Charles Wilson 
Vera Lewis 
Detective Sergeant Moran..... Tack Mower 
Hotel Manager.......... -.-Creighton Hale 


Addicts of the gory and the ma- 
cabre should get a kick out of this 
chip off the Frankenstein block. 
|Even though the course of the plot 
can easily be anticipated and the gen- 
|}eral pacing isn’t so strong, the film 
| packs enough dramatic sock to sus- 
tain the interest. Hardly any device 
of the shocker school is overlooked. 
There’s a succession of blood transfu- 
sion scenes, lots of laboratory aba- 
daba, a couple startling samples of 
| the walking-dead and the usual anti- 
| climax where the ingenue is saved in 
|the nick of time from the morbid 
surgery of the scientific fiend. Aver- 
age drama femme customer won't 
cotton to the theme, but the film 
should pass muster in those spots 
where they prefer to take their hor- 
ror straight. 

The doctor that brings ’em back 
from dead in this fable is a specialist 
in hemotology. It’s his dream to de- 
velop in the laboratory a chemical 
substitute for blood and the excite- 
ment centers around the murders 
that follow when a human experi- 
ment of his, an electrocuted doctor, 
seeks to keep himself alive by sap- 
ping from the veins of others the 
same type of blood that once coursed 
through his own system. The hemo- 
tologist, in order to keep his orig- 
inal resurrection quiet, is compelled 
to become the after-accessory of this 
zombie’s crimes. 

‘The Return of Doctor X’ moves 
through the first couple reels through 
a fairly well-balanced structure of 
mystery and comedy. Latter element 
is deftly woven into the proceedings, 
but the picture could stand a lot 
more of it. 

The cast should have its affects on 
the marquee and it also plays well. 
Wayne Morris gives a likeable ac- 
count of himself as the cub reporter 
who accidentally stumbled into the 
maze of crime and who. even though 
fired for what his-editor at first 
thinks a pipe, proceeds in his own 
semi-dumb way to unravel the who- 


} 


Picture is the first directorial ef-' 


|Outpost of the Mounties 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles Starrett; features Iris Meredith and 


dunit. As the ex-medic who gets a 
second taste of life and becomes a 
mass-killer in his effort to retain it 
Humphrey Bogart exudes plenty of 
menace and pitches a makeup that 


should give Boris Karloff a hot run| Sens of the Pioneers. Directed by C, C. 
Coleman, Jr. Original = screenplay by 
for honors. John Litel carves out a Charles Francis Royal; camera, George 


erack characterization as the labora- Meehan; editor, 


tory genius touched with madness. 
Dennis Morgan meets the require- 

ments as the young doctor who helps 

Morris solve the mystery, while 


Rosemary Lane has little to do but) 


look cute and act terror-stricken at 
the right moments. Odec. 


TORTURE SHIP 


Producers Distrib Corp. production and 
release, Features Lyle ‘Talbot, Irving 
Pichel, Jacqueline Wells, Sheila Bromiley, 
Anthony Averill, Directed by Victor Hal- 
perin, Screenplay by George Sayre, sugr- 
gested by ‘A Thousand Deaths’ by Jack 
London; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor 
Holbrook Todd. At Central, N. Y., dual 
week Nov. 18, 1939. Running time, 57 
MINS. 

Bad Bennett. Lyle Talbot 
Dr. Herbert Stander.......... Irving Pichel 
Mary Bromley 
BrigGS. ctaniey Blystone 
Julian Madison 


Quickie action thriller that misses 
fire all the way on its possibilities, 
‘Torture Ship’ will find screen space 
only at the foot of twin bills in two- 
gun palaces patronized by trade 
that’s not too fussy about its fare as 
long as it holds ‘hope of a thrill. 
Couple of names are included in the 
cast, but they’ll hardly mean much 
at the b.o. Lyle Talbot, who han- 
dles what love interest there is, gets 
top billing over Irving Pichel, al- 
though it is the latter who really 
holds the prime role. Jacqueline 
Wells is Talbot's heart interest. 
Actually, whatever selling is done 
on this—and it does offer possibilities 
—must be based on the name of Jack 
London, whose story, ‘A Thousand 
Deaths,’ suggested ‘Torture Ship.’ 

Tale is of a doctor, Pichel, who is 
convinced that glandular troubles 
are at the seat of all criminality. 
Unable to experiment on land, he 
charters a yacht, fits it up with an 
operating room, helps eight killers 
to escape jail and takes them on a 
sea voyage. Assorted lot of toughies 
resent being made guinea pigs and 
the doctor is killed in one of the 
continuous scuffles to take over the 
ship, which is commanded by 
Talbot. Miss Wells is a suspected 
killer, but turns out innocent, which 
Talbot knew all the time, when the 
glandular operation makes her for- 
mer boss, Sheila Bromley, repent 
and tell all. Anthony Averill is 
Pichel’s assistant. 

There can be no quarrel with the 
acting of the principals, it being of 
a rather superior grade than the 
story. Yarn has so many unreason- 
able and unexplainable points that 
it will annoy even the most juve- 
minded. Production is fair, not re- 
vealing the film’s cheapie nature. 
It’s rather slow in getting started, 
however, and the minor members of 
the cast are going to win no Apollo 


contests or femme trade. Herb, 
. 
The Fighting Gringo 

RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Stars George O’Brien; features Lupita 
Tovar, Lucio Villegas, William Rovle. Di- 
rected by David Howard. Story and adape 
tation, Oliver Drake; editor, Frederic 
Knudtson; photography, Harry Wild. At 
Central, N. Y., dual, week Nov, v4, '39. 
Running time, 59 MINS, 
Ratice Potter. Strange 
Bandra Mary Field 


‘The Fighting Gringo’ is a well- 
made western in the George O’Brien 
series, based on a story that has a 
lot of meat, plenty of action and bet- 
ter than average dialog. Picture is 
compact, has been carefully edited 
down to 59 minutes and’ will fit 
nicely on double bills for proper 
turnover. 

O’Brien is cast as a gun-fighter 
who has his own band of scrappers 
Their business being to look 
trouble and try to solve it. the group 
walks into a murder for which a 
Spanish rancher stands accused. 
Manner in which they clear it up, 
amidst much fighting and intrigue, 
makes for plot material that holds 
the interest all the distance. 

The love interest is capably 
handled and Lupita Tovar, with her 
Hispanic accent, is somewhat of a 
relief from the cut-and-dried cow- 
country heroines. She may be going 
on to better things, properly cast. 
Mary Field also turns in a good per- 
formance as a ranch-owner who is 
being bamboozled. 

Men in support of O’Brien con- 
stitute a competent group, headed by 
Lucio Villegas, William Royle, Glenn 
Strange and Slim Whittaker. Last- 
mentioned, a desert rat type. might 
have been pointed for more laughs. 
The comic relief is slight but not 
particularly needed in view of the 
tightness of the action, fast pace 
maintained and the plot situations 
involved. 

Technically, wester.. is well up to 
standard, Char. 


Charles Nelson; songs, Bob 
Nolan and Tim Spencer. At Central, N. Y., 
dual, week Nov. 18, 1939. Running time, 


63 MINS, 


| Sgt. Neal Crawford.........Charles Starrett 
| Norma Meredith 
KR. A. Kirby...ccceeeess- Kenneth MacDonald 
Cooper: ..ceece Lane Chandler 
Dick Curtis 
Taliaferro 


The Sons of the Pioneers 


More than the usual story value 
for a wide-open-spacer is contained 
in this further epic of the guys who 
never fail to get the villain, but 
bad acting and worse direction ruin 
whatever chance it has. !t will fit 
nowhere but as fodder in strictly 
boots ’n’ saddle houses. 

Despite the quality of the story as 
it stands, great opportunity is lost 
to'make more of it. It has a good 
basis for a mystery story, but is led 
along the path of least resistance by 
revealing the bad men to the au- 
dience at the start and leaving only 
the poor Mounties to be puzzled by 
pow perpetrator of the heinous mur- 
er. 

Charles Starrett, as sergeant of the 

Canadian coppers, hoofs into town to 
find hand-to- hand combat ensuing 
between Stanley Brown, a miner, 
and Dick Curtis, one of the owners 
of a trading company which has re- 
duced the countryside to poverty by 
its high prices. Curtis is later killed 
by his partners, Kenneth Mac- 
Donald and Edmund Cobb, who 
want to make off with a safe full of 
gold dust, and the blame is naturally 
put on Brown. Starrett, who has 
fallen for Brown’s sister, Iris Mer- 
edith, solves the crime, gets the kid 
out of the jug and Miss Meredith for 
a mate. 
_Story is tight in its general out- 
lines, but comically weak in plot 
detail. Characters are made to do 
such unreasonable things, the au- 
dience laughs and jeers. And the 
casting isn’t designed to help that 
angle any. Starrett is too much the 
big, brave Mountie; Miss Meredith 
is just too plainly play-acting; and 
Brown is hardly the rugged type 
for the role he’s handed. 

Sons of the Pioneers’ singing is 
excellent and they are given some 
fair timberland tunes, but they 
chirp innumerable’ choruses of 
each, bogging down the action. 

Herb. 


Information, Please 


RKO Radio release of RKO Pathe shorts 


} series based on the radio program of the 
; Same name; produced by Frederick Wile 
man, Jr.; supervised by Frank Donovan: 
program director, Dan Golenpaul. First 
of the series: Clifton Fadiman, m.c.: Oscar 
Levant, Franklin BP. Adams, John Kieren 
and Rex Stout. At RKO Palace, N. Y., 
week Noy, 16, '39. Running time, 10 MINS, 

This being an unusual short, 


auguring much for the series, VARIETY 
deviates from its usual policy of not 
reviewing short subjects. If briefies 
maintained the same standard of 
novelty and comedy that this one 
does, it might have a more than 
casual bearing on film programs in 
general. Too much has been mas- 
terminded in the past about worthy 
shorts offsetting the double-feature 
‘evil,’ ete.. and just how little most 
of this talk means is further attested 
by the fact this short still finds it- 
self on a dual bill at the Palace on 
| Broadway. 

As a cinematic entry, however, 
‘Information Please’ holds plenty for 
the boxoffice. For one thing, if 
rides the crest of the popularity 
achieved on the radio. For another, 
it’s dandy entertainment. 

Regular stock company on Infor- 
| mation Please maintains a good bat- 
, ting average for the camera. Clifton 

Fadiman looks the affable inter- 


| 
| 


locutor., in person; Oscar Levant dis- 
| ports himself before the lens with 
;}the same young-squirt freshness 
| that characterizes him in the ab- 
stract, over the air; John Kieran and 
| Franklin P. Adams (FPA) have the 
!same personal charm in their droll 
| humor and statistical knowledge fa- 


for | miliar to thousands over the air. 


| Rex Stout, as their first guester, 
;was a happy and_ distinguished 
being allegedly fooled by a 
(character out of one of his own de- 
| tective novels. 

Most impressive is the fact that 
the camera and production caught 
what appears to be spontaneous and 
unrehearsed pacing. That this has 
been the general keynote of the 
show is attested to by RKO Radio’s 
back-of-the-lens production wrinkles, 
such as inviting newspapermen to 
watch the making of these shorts at 
the Fox Movietone studios, where 
they are usually shot. This is sup- 
posedly evidence of the fact that the 
Info experts aren’t tipped off in ad- 
vance on the questions. This, their 
first short, evidences that. 

For camera values, the program 
deviates only in minor aspects. In- 
stead of the half hour with its com- 
mercials, etc.. it’s all boiled down to 
a compact 10 minutes. Also, for 
benefit of sight values, there are cer- 
tain visual stunts, such as the one 
where usherettes, in tights, bring in 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Poor French Pix | FILM BOOKING CHART 


0 S ouse; (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VaRirTY presents @ complete chart of feature releases of! 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 


Brooklyn, Nov. 28. 
All houses in the downtown area 
are packing ’em in with socko pic- 


reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) | tures. 

' Standout jis Fabian Paramount 

COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ‘with ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key to Type Abbreviations R. T.—KRunning Time | / and ‘Five Little Peppers.’ Fabian 


| Fox is good with ‘Roaring peenties 
'and ‘No Place to Go,’ and Loew 
_Metropolitan is doing fine with 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CDO—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; KD—Komantic Drama; MU—Masleal 


Filmarte, N.Y., shuttered Sunday | 


: snt’s claim | WEEK Rev. { | 'ond week of ‘Babes in Arms’ and 
(26) because of managements Cla OF in TITLE TYPE Ce. TALENT R. T. ‘Main St. Lawyer.’ RKO Albee also 
that there was not sufficiently strong | RELEASE! Var. | —a with , Drums Along Mohawk’ 
roduct to continue success- | | —-—— | and ‘Escape. 
French ak 9 22, 39 | 10/25 THOSE HIGH, GREY WALLS D | Cot | W. Connolly-I. Meredith | Estimates for This Week 
ful operations. De 929 | THUNDER AFLOAT D | M-G | W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grey 94 Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—*Drums 
also has forced the Little Carnegie | 9/27 $1,000 A TOUCHDOWN c Par J. E. Brown-M, Raye-E. Blore | 1 ; Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Escape’ 620th ,. 
on nearby 57th street into showing | $/23 | FIFTH AVENUE GIRL CD | RKO _— G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E.Ellison —g2_—| Jumping to fine $22,000. Last week, 
839 | STOP, LOOK AND LOVE C | 20th J. Rogers-W. Frawley | ge *Allegh ising’ (RK 
second-run U.S. films. Allegheny Uprising RKO) ana 
d t d that operators can se- | 10/4 INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY cD UA L. Howard-I. Bergman 70 | ‘Little Accident’ (U) plus ‘Informa- 
| 10/4 | RIO cD U__| S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V.McLaglen 3g tion Pl 
cure plenty of French and British / NO PLACE TO GO cD G. Dick 58 ion Please’ short, fairish $15,500. 
pictures, which they have been ac- | rekson-D. Mergan-F. Stone Met = (3,618; 25 - 35 - 50) — ‘Babes 
rustomed to showing, but none is 29, 39 | SCANDAL SHEET Col O. Kruger-O. Munson 65 G) and. “Main 
rated sufficiently sturdy to 10/18 | FAST AND FURIOUS M M-G | A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey $18,000, 
successful at the boxoffice. 9/13 HONEYMOON IN BALI c Par MacMurray-Carroll-Jones | 98 | week. excellent $21 000. sae 
ane | 9,27 CALLING ALL MARINES M Rep D. Barry-H. Mack-W. Hymer | 65 | Sassen (4 126: 25-35-5())—’Mr 
Strand, Syracuse, Darkens 10/4 THE ARIZONA KID Ww Rep R. Rogers-G. Hayes-S. March | Smith Goes to’ Washington’ (Col) 
927 | HERE I AM, A STRANGER 20th | R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Jo | | 
Syracuse, Nov. 28. TAN soyce ‘Five Little Peppers’ (Col). 
. 1025 | THE WITNESS VANISHES M U | D. Durbin-E. P: : woe { 
trand ypened late in - Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard 66 Peachy $30,000. Last week, ‘Rulers 
| CAVE. D RKO | Neagle-Oliver-Sanders | 92 Sea’ (Par) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ 
again 29. _ 9 27. | ESPIONAGE AGENT _M WB _J. McCrea-B. Marshall (WB), okay $17,500. 
Lampe, local managing director of |10,/6 39 9 20 WHAT A LIFE € Par J. Cooper-B. Field | 75 Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Roaring 
RKO-Schine houses, announces. This | 9/29 CRASHING THRU D Mono J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone | g2 Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No Place to 
leaves only three downtown houses | 10/18 THE KANSAS TERRORS Ww Rep Three Mesquiteers | §3 Go’ (WB). Strong $24,000. Last 
in the string No announcement i 9/6 EVERYTHING'S ON ICE © RKO I. Dare-E. Ellis-V. Vale | 65 week, ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dress 
made relative to Erle Wright, man- , 11/8 THE ESCAPE D 26th K. Richmond-A. Duff 58 Parade’ (WB) (2d wk), fine $18,- 
aging the house. | 10/4 ETERNALLY YOURS cD UA L. Yeung-D. Niven | 110 = | 000. 
9/13 | HERO FOR A DAY cD A. Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Torture 
Many U. D. Switches _10/18 | PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS | wp | E. Fellows-J. McCallion | Ship’ (Indie) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep). 
Detroit. Nov. 28. 19,13 39| 12/14 | FLIGHT TO FAME CD Farrell-J. Wells Thursday (30), with 
Death of Claude Deardorff, man- 9/20 | BABES IN ARMS CD J. Garland-M. Rooney-G. Kibbee | 96 | ‘Bey y 
ager of Detroit's Broadway-Capitol, | 5/31 JAMAICA INN M Par C. Laughton-M. O'Hara 99 t Nol). 
on Nov. 11 has set in motion whole 10/4 THREE SONS D RKO E. Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan 
series of managerial staff changes 1n | 10/4 HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE MU 20th A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin 9 ae 
United Detroit chain. 10/25 | ON YOUR TOES | . MU = WB _ | Zorina-E. Albert | 93 K r L ud t N 
Dow Thompson, of the Riviera,; SMITH TO WASH. om. | yse oudes ose 
takes over managerial post at Broad- | i020 39 11/11 RB. , Col | J. Stewart-J. Arthur-C. Rains. | 126 
way-Cap: Frank Upton moves from 10/18 | AT THE CIRCUS Cc M-G | Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice 85 In Denver at $14 000 
Cinderella to fill Thompson's old job; | | 11/22 | TELEVISION SPY D Par W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierSr. 58 | , 
Clark Field switches from mgr. at | SHIPYARD SAeLS : Cc 20th G. Fields-S. Howard anes 
Ramona into Upton’s spot; Don) 111 PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES 20th J. Withers-Ritz Bres. | 
Dunn, another megr., goes from Alger | | OKLAHOMA FRONTIER w U J.M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight | ‘That's Right, You're’ Wrong’ is 
to Ramona; James ‘Easson continues | | SMASHING MONEY RING _WB | R. Reagan-M. Stevenson proving Kay Kyser’s a draw here 
switching mgrs. by going from Rose- | 10, 10/27 39 | 10/25 BEWARE SPOOKS — Cc Col J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 65 | and sending Orpheum inte top 
dale to Alger, while Cassius Smith | BAD LITTLE ANGEL D M-G V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen 37 money. Film may h.o. 
is one to leap into upward bracket. | | 21/1 | MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE D | wone | C. Bickferd-B, MacLane x4 | All first runs are at least average, 
From assistant manager at United | | 11/22 | DANGER FLIGHT BD Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 if not above. 
— he becomes manager at Rose- | 10/18 a oo PASSAGE D Par Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard so Estimates for This Week 
aale. 10/18 SUED FOR LIBEL D RKO K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Lane 6s | , -40)— 
Sz -~hanges Iso have affected | Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
managerial | 10/25 20,000 A D 20th R. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay 83 | “First Love’ (U), after week at 
staffs. Grand Hawkins. asst. at | 9/13 UA J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W. Gargan 80) Denver. Nice $4,000. Last week, 
Fisher. goes to United Artists to take | U H. Herbert-B. Sancy-F. Rice 65 |‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th), strong 
10/25 THE ROARING TWENTIES D WB J Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 106 64.500 after week nver 
over Smith’s old post; Earl Cutter, | 11/1 JEEPERS CREEPERS cn . g , $4,500 after week at Denver. 
asst. at Broadway- Capitol, goes to | _ Rep_ _Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers Broadway Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
the Fisher; Nathan Allor goes from | ]]/3/39 | 11/8 BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY C | cel P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 | Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Three 
Cinderella to Broadway-Capitol as | STRANGER FROM TEXAS w Col C. Starrett-L. Grav-D. Curtis | | Sons’ (RKO), after week at Or- 
asst.: Howard Wills, another asst., | | 10/11 NINOTCHKA D | M-G G. Garbe-M. Douglas-I. Claire 111 | pheum. Good $2,500. Last week. 
moves from Vogue to Cinderella, | 11/22 OVERLAND MAIL W | Mone! Jack Randall 57 | Mr. Smith’ (Col), day and date with 
while stepping upward are Clinton FIGHTING MEN D Mono J. Newill-S. Blane Rialto after week at each Denver 
Wells, second assistant at United | | 40/11 THE FLYING DEUCES c RKO S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 65 | and Aladdin, strong $3,500. ar 
Artists, to asst. at the Vogue, and MARSHALL OF MESA CITY w RKO George O’Brien 61 | Denham Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- ; 
Clifford Brown, third string at Michi- HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE CD 20th J.Rogers-K.Waiburn-M.Rambeau = g, +=» 40)—‘Cat_ Canary’ (Par) (2a wk.). 
an, to'new second at United Artists. | 43/1 LEGION OF LOST FLYERS M U R. Arlen-A. Nagel-A. Devine sg |Nice $7,100. Last week, strong 
Resignation of Charles Perry, for | | 31/18 CALL A MESSENGER M U B. Halop-H.Hall-M. Carlisle 64 $9.300. ‘ , , 
five years manager of downtown | | 11/22 KID NIGHTINGALE Cc WB _J. Payne-J. Wyman 5g ; Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40 )— 
Adams, has been handed in. Re- | ———— Day-time Wife’ (20th). Heading 
ported that Balaban management/ 11/10/39 | 11/8 REMEMBER? | Di M-G Taylor-G. Garson-L. Ayers 82 | for nice $11,000. Last week, ‘First 
forced resignation because Perry | HEROES IN BLUE D Mono D. Purcell-B. Hayes . | Love’ (U), ditto. 
owned a piece of the Madison, which | ; 1/1 CAT AND CANARY . M Par B. Hope-P’lette Goddard-J. Beal q | Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
operates as second-run house, right | . | 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER M Rep E. Ellis- A. Louise-R. Baldwin 72 '—vYou’re Wrong’ (RKO) and ‘Fast 
across Grand Circus Park from} 11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING D RKO J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 98 | Furious’ (M-G), Kyser the big noise 
Adams. Latter is a first-run which 11/8 DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK D 20th C. Colbert-H. Fonda-E. M, Oliver 103, here this week and heading for very 
also takes over major pics from Fox | 11/8 FIRST LOVE D U D. Durbin-R. Stack 84 | good $14.000. Last week, ‘Remem- 
2 for extended downtown runs. 11/8 ONE HOUR TO LIVE . M U D. Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel | 61 ber’ (M-G) and ‘Three Sons’ «RKO), 
— When resigning, Perry added that | _|__10/4 |_ELIZABETH AND ESSEX _ D | wR _B. Davis-E. Flynn 106 =| nice $9,400. 
he felt he could not do justice to | HIN 3 ~ Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
both interests. He has been con- 11/17/39 = | M-G Loy-W. -C. A. Smith | 101 | ‘Rio’ (U) and ‘Bright Boys’ (U). 
tinuing to act as manager of Adams, | | RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND D 58 | Okay $4,000. Last week, ‘Espionage 
for the appointment of | RULERS OF THE SEA D | p. and ‘Blue Grass’ (WB), 
Madison, formerly operated by | U Bathbene-B. Karloff 92 | Rialte (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Drims 
11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER Rep J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 63 ’ 
United Detroit and which had been MEET DR. CHRISTIAN D ‘ i : Mohawk’ (20th), after week at each 
dark for nearly a year, reopened | +h ) Y ’ WORK . RKO J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 poe and Aladdin, and ‘Busy 
this fall with double-feature re- ON. DRESS "PARADE 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 64 =| Work’ (20th). Good enough $2,000. 
vivals. = _WB_ | Dead End Kids-J. Litel 62 | Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ day 
——— 11/24 39 r AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS Cc Col J. Blondell-M. Douglas gg | and date with Broadway atte: week 
Recpening 2 in Milwaukee 11/22 | SECRET OF DR. KILDARE dD M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day } 83 !at each Denver and Aladdin. and 
Milwaukee, Nov. 28. | ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL Ww Mone | Tex Ritter ‘ '‘Shipvard Sally’ (20th), = strong 
The Alhambra here, long dark 11/8 | OUR NEIGHBORS CD spar F. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 $2,500. 
after an unsuccessful comeback ven- 11/22 THAT'S RIGHT. YOU'RE WR’NG MU RKO K.Kyser-A. Menjou-&. E. Horton 91 
ture, may reopen within few months. | 11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE cD 206th T. Power-L. Darnell W. William 31 
The Garden, dark after | 11/29 | BIG GUY D U V. McLaglen-J. Cooper 
ful foreign policy, to reopen shortly | _ _11/15 | WE ARE NOT ALONE __bD WB we Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 112 Providence ; 
m for 800-seat theatre to be erected : 12 1 39 PRESIDENT A. Continued from page 10 
ye or rt Wis, by Smith Bros. & | GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA W_ > Mono | C.Reynolds-J. King week and hefty $17,000 in offing. 
according to Seca "Rig : YUKON FLIGHT ; D | Mono | J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien | | Last week, ‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
< g pres plans. COWBOYS FROM TEXAS W | Rep | R.Liv’gton-R.Hatton-D.Renaldo | Angel’ (M-G), fair $12.506 
Edward M. Starkey, operator of | 11/29 | NIGHT OF NIGHTS CD | Par | P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young 5 | Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-5@)— 
theatres in Berlin and | Wisconsin | RENO D RKO | R. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 573 | ‘Our Neighbors’ (Par) and ‘Law of 
tapids, has taken over the 500-seat | 11/22 | CITY IN DARKNESS M | 20th | S. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke | 32 | Pampas’ (Par). Not much more than 
Chilton, in Chilton, Wis., from John | 10/25 | INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLID’Y M | 20th | G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers | gg {| weak $4,500 looked for. Last week, 
= | LAUGH IT OFF Cc U J. Downs-C. Moore ;‘Spawn North’ (Par) and ‘Paris 
the | WB LH. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane | | Honeymoon’ (Par) (revivals), gar- 
West Coast. E. H. Nitzke will man- | 12/8, 39 | 11/15 | FUGITIVE AT LARGE M | Col | J.Holt-P. Ellis Fun. 
age the Chilton for Starkey. TAMING OF THE WEST Ww | Col | Bill Elliott 
GOES ARIZONA | M-G | F.Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee | A LITTLE SHORT THERE 
2U EX At Mono | John Wayne 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. | TWO THOROUGHBREDS D | RKO | J. Lydon-J. Kerrigan 
Don Stitt, former theatre musician BARRICADE CD | 20th =| A. Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher | film, radio and stage earnings were 
who has been with Harris Amus. Co. MAN FROM MONTREAL D | U | R. Arlen-A. Devine | filed here by collector of internal 
as for ae | | _PRIVATE DETECTIVE M | J. Wyman-D. Foran revenue. 
named to pilot circuit’s new Manos | = | —— - | lea 
Jeannette, Pa. Since 1936, Stitt, whe | 12/15 39° NICK CARTER, DETECTIVE M-G__W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull 
FOUR JUST MEN D | parks, $8,082; Max Reinhardt, $1.577: 
formerly played banjo in Stanley Mono F.Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee | Al Pear 
theatre. ork, has managed Harris’ PIONEER DAYS W Mono | Jack Randall Al Pearce, $1,343; Jules Furthman. 
houses in St. Marys, Reynoldsville | 11/22 ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS cb Par J. Allen, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale | 59 $2,008; |: a Temple, $2,918, enc 
and DuBois. Albert Giddings ap- | | SOUTH OF THE BORDER w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey | _Monroe Neuman, $2,999. 
pointed to assistant’s post. THE HONEYMOON’S OVER D 20th S. Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
Morris Lefko has joined RKO) 11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE M U P. Foster-I. Hervey 64 DIRECTORS SWITCH PIX 
sales staff here, filling vacancy left | THE MAD EMPRESS Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 
by resignation of Joe Lefko (no re- | 12 22 3/. JUDGE HARDY AND SON ~~ CD M-G L. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker, Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
lation). Lefko, a brother of George |*”: ©*. WESTBOUND STAGE W | Mono | Tex Ritter |. Kurt Neuman and Edward Dmy- 
Lefko, RKO exchange chief in GULLIVER’S TRAVELS cD Par Carteon \fryk traded director asignments it 
Cleveland, at one time was office MONEY TO BURN CD | .Rep J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan | Paramount. Former pilots ‘A Nighi 
manager of branch here and for a MARRIED AND IN LOVE cD RKO A. Marshall-B. Read H. Vinsen ‘at Earl Carroll's’ and latter ‘Golc« 
number of years has been with com- | CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECT. M U E. Bergen-RK. Cummings Gloves? 
(Continued on page 47) 11/22 | FOUR WIVES D WB Lane Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert | 116 Both pictures roll this week. 
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the losses and curtailment of our 
business occasioned by the war in 
Europe. We have asked for an op- | 
portunity to show you that a wage | 
increase at this time was impracti- | 
cal and that retrenchment was nec- | 
cessary. 

‘On or about Feb. 15, 1940, you 
will give us an opportunity to show | 
you that the conditions of this in-| 
dustry make a continuation of the | 
wage increase impractical and fur-| 
ther to show you that we have taken 
every possible step within our power | 
to readjust our business so as to 
make it possible to continue with- | 
out recalling these wage increases. | 

The ‘If’ 

‘If we convince you that the condi- | 
tions are such that the wage in-| 
crease should be surrendered by you, | 
you agree to surrender such wage | 
increases and to secure the sur- | 
render of the wage _ increases 
granted to AFL crafts subsequent to_ 
Aug. 15, 1938. 

‘If we have been unable to so 
convince you and there is a difference 
of opinion between us on this matter, 
the question of the surrender of 
these wage increases shall be put 
to arbitration. 

‘The arbitration shall be held at) 
Hollywood beginning immediately | 
after either party declares there is | 
a disagreement. 

‘For the purpose of such arbitra- 
tion, each group shall select one ar- 
bitrator and the two arbitrators so | 
selected shall select a third. In| 
the event the two arbitrators are un- | 
able to choose such third arbitrator, | 
then he shall be selected by the 
American Arbitration Society. Each 
party agrees to abide by the result | 
of the arbitration.’ 

Workers immediately announced 
that the conditional wage grant had 
been accepted by unanimous vote. 

In accepting the producer pro- | 
posal, Bioff said: ‘The position of | 
the union on Feb. 15 will be as it is | 
now, and has been consistently; that | 
is, that before any readjustment is | 
allowed to diminish earning power | 
of studio working men, salaries of | 
those receiving $2,000 a week and | 
up shall be carefully scrutinized. 

‘If retrenchment is absolutely nec- 
essary on Feb. 15, then it should 
begin in the higher brackets and not 
among employees whose average an- 
nual wage is $900.’ 

Bioff Surrenders 
A short time before the negotia- 


Surrender Clause 


Tf’? Clause Curbs Strike 


Centinued from page 5 


' was not guilty but took the rap for 


' Dec. 20. Judge Wilson stated there 


tions opened, Bio surrendered to 
police on telegraphic warrant 
from Chicago. The message asked 
that he be picked up and held for 
extradition to Chicago to finish 
serving a six month sentence im- 
posed after he was convicted in 1922 
on a charge of pandering. It was 
claimed that Bioff served only six 
days, being released after he filed a 
motion to appeal his conviction to 
the State supreme court. The ap- 
peal never was perfected, although 
the conviction was affirmed by the 
Appellate Court. 

Bioff characterized his arrest as a 
frameup. He said he was only 22 
when the offense occurred; that he 


an older man. Bioff was released in 
¢1,000 bail on a habeas corpus writ. 
Hearing on the writ was set for Dec. 
12 in Superior Court. In the mean- 
time attorneys for Bioff filed a re- 
quest with Governor Olson for a 
hearing on any extradition request 
from Illinois. 

Superior Judge Emmett Wilson 
has refused to issue a temporary 
injunction requiring Screen Actors 
Guild to extend full voting privileges 
to Class B members. The applica- 
tion of Ed Heim, member of the SAG 
Council, will go to trial on its merits 


was no need for a temporary re- 
straining order since no election or 
negotiations were pending. 

Cowboy members of the SAG are 
circulating petitions asking the Guild 
to request extension of the 300-mile 
Guild shop zone. Riders claim they 


Victimized 


New Orleans, Nov. 28. 

Cot. Charles L. Clifford, officer 
in charge of recruiting here for 
the army, knows what it’s like 
to bite the hand that feeds him. 

The Col. and his sergeant, Paul 
Vaurtain, talked the management 
ef the Liberty here into run- 
ning a trailer for them, to in- 
still army enthusiasm into the- 
atre patrons. The management 
Was very nice, and put the trailer 
on the screen. 

Friday (24) two members of 
the theatre staff enlisted. They 
are Robert L. Berns, usher, and 
Jacob Berry, doorman, of the 
Liberty, They'll go to Bards- 
dale field in Shreveport. 

P. S.: The theatre isn’t run- 
ning the trailer any more. 


weH and fined $350 plus costs when | 


However, Bioff served only seven 
days of that sentence and was re- 
leased on an appeal which was sup- 
posed to go to the Illinois supreme 
court. 

Since March, 1923, when the stay 
was allowed to Bioff, no action had 
been taken on the case which some- 
hew got lost in the shuffle though 
it was the duty of the State’s Attor- 
ney’s office to keep track of all such 
cases and make request for a man- 
date to bring Bioff back into custody. 

As soon as possible, now, the ne- 
eessary papers will be drawn up 
and a requisititon issued to the gov- 
ernor of California for the extradi- 
tion of Bioff to Illinois to serve the 
remainder of that six months’ sen- 
tence for receiving money from an 


have lost 8,000 jobs this year through 
the employment of natives at ed 
ite location spots outside the 300-! 
mile limit. 


Chi Panderer’s Background 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Willie Bioff, western rep of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes, last week gave him- 
self up to the police in Los Angeles 
following a wire from the State’s At- 
torney’s ofiice here asking that Bioff 
be apprehended and held for extradi- 
tion on a charge of pandering, for 
which he was convicted in Chicago 
in 1922. 

Lieut. Charles Egan, assistant te 
Capt. Dan Gilbert, special investiga- 
tor of the State’s Attorney’s office, 
is scheduled to make the jaunt te 
the Coast to bring Bioff back to Chi- 
cago on the remanding order. 

Bioff, in February, 1922, was sen- 
tenced to six months in the Bride- 
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New York Theatres 


STARTS FRI., DEC. 1ST 


BETTE ERROL 


DAVIS FLYNN 


“The Private Lives ef 


Elizabeth and Essex” 
STRAND 


Bway and 
4ith St, 


In Person 


AL DONAHUE 


Orchestra 


ar MUSIC HALL 
Paui Muni in 
“WE ARE NOT ALONE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Held Over 
BOB HOPE 
“THE CAT AND 
THE CANARY” | MARTIN 
GODDARD SAVITT 
A Paramount Picture AND BAND 
PARAMOUNT 


inmate of a disorderly house. 


LaGuardia 


Continued from page 4 


and probably at less cost. He is 
said to have gone to New York banks 
recently and offered to match 
$3,500,000 for a producing venture in 
the east on his own. This move was 
made following the making of ‘One- 
third of a Nation’ and ‘Backdoor to 
Heaven’ last year, which Odlum 
financed for Paramount release. 
Other Exec; 


During the past weck the mayor 
also had a confab with T. K. Steven- 
son, president of Erpi who sought to 
shift around $2,500,000 in eastern 
production commitments to the 
Coast. Mayor asked to see him and 
reported Stevenson denied Erpi was | 
discriminating against the east, add- 
ing that his company would be glad 
to make films on the Atlantic coast 
without realizing any profit on it. 
LaGuardia also had Walter S. Gif- 
ford, president of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph, to see him. 
A. T. & T. controls Erpi, which in 
turns has the lease on the Eastern 
service studio, Astoria, and the 
General Service studio, Hollywood. 
Jack Skirball and John J. Wild- 
berg, who were set to make three at 
the Astoria studio, then were shift- 
ing west, may still turn out the films 
in the east. Al Christie is planning 
to do the same on the three pictures 
which he contracted to do for Mono- | 


Destry Rides Again 
with 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
JAMES STEWART 
UNITET 
ARTISTS RIVOLI 
Deors Open 9°30 A.M 


Kroadway 
at 49th Sé. 


MIONITE SHOWS 


Best of 
them all! Broadway blet Street 
Wm. POWELL - Myrna LOY 
and baby in their new and very funny filr 


“ANOTHER THIN MAN” 
Coming soon: Robt, Tayler, “REMEMBER 


Tharsday 
Chas, Laughton 
“JAMAICA INN” 
Persen 


Frankle Masters 
and Oreh,. 


Others 


Last Times Today 


“Babes in Arms” Ia 
In Person 
Lennie Havten 

and Orch. 
Beverly Roberts 


Tri-States’ Duo 
; Des Moines, Nov. 28. 
Tri-States here opened the Es- 
quire, Davenport, and the Rocket, 
Rock Island, ll. Richard Stoddard, 
manager of Esquire; Henry Plude, 
manager of Rocket. 


gram. He is working out a deal with | 
the Empire Trust Co. on that now. 


Boag are going ahead on plans to tee 
off with a musical. They state they | 
are not yet set on the picture. Still 
another venture is headed by | 


tional eastern production is planned | 
by Acredo Productions, including | 
beth Yiddish and English-language | 
films. 
at the Biograph plant. 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
has not given up on eastern produc- 
tion and is willing to give respon- 


sible preducers the same break as 
accorded similar producers on the 
Coast. This is the gist of the state- 
ment made by T. K. Stevenson, 
president of Erpi, this week in giv- 
ing his summation of feature preduc- 
tion in the east. Stevenson empha- 
sizes that Erpi will go just as far in 


extending studio credits as in Holly- 
wood, all other conditions being 
equal. 


“We have to consider a producer’s 
financial backing,’ he said, ‘the same 
as a bank. If we estimate that the 
producer has the sort of picture 
which has a reasonable chance of 
going over, is in the right price 
range, and has distribution insured, 
there is no reason why such a pro- 
ducer should not receive an okay to 
go ahead at our plant. You realize 
we ean’t extend studio credits indis- 
criminately but we are willing to 


convicted on charges of pandering. |: 


| Hervey Fox: 


Meantime, John Butler +) | tor, 
; utler and Gil | Greene. At Waldorf, N. Y., dual, two dave, 


George Jessel and Ben Hecht. Addi- | ; 


They will probably be made | 


| 


Stevenson of Erpi in N.Y. | 
Clarifies Eastern Prod. 


Information, Please 


the disguised photographs on easels, 
and the experts try to discern if it’s 
really Jim Farley hiding behind a 
beard and a luxurious Hepner, et al. 
In the main, however, it follows the 
radio formula as produced by the 
show’s radio impresario, Dan Golen- 
paul, creator of the show. 

Frederick Ullman, Jr., and Frank 
Donovan have done a good ce)luloid 
transition job. Abel. 


SKY PATROL 


Monogram relewse of Paul Malvern pro- 
duction. Features John ‘Trent, Milburn 
Stone, Marjorie Reynolds. Directed by 
Howard Bretherton. Screenplay, Joseph 
West, Norman S. Parker; based on Pal 
Forrest cartoon strip; camera, Fred Jack- 
man, Jr.; editor, Carl Pierson. At Colo- 
nial, Lincoln, dval, Running time, G1 MENS. 


Hetty lou Marjorie Reynolds 
Jackie Coogan 
Bryant Washburn 
Boyd tiwin 
JACKSON, john Peters | 


Patrol.’ The toppers in the cast re- 
main and perform the same. For 
whatever marquee value it may 
have, Jackie Coogan’s moniker is 
added to the cast, in a semi-sym- 
pathy, semi-cowardly role, which 
won't do him much good with. the 
kids who see the Tailspin pics. 


Pinning itself partially to the 
Government's idea of training 
youthful flyers, but going a_ step 


farther by making a test border 
patrol manned by the cadets, 
schooled by John Trent (Tailspin’), 
the Norman S. Parker-Joseph West 
screen play provides a fair share of 
action. 

Smuggiers are the focal point in 
the border patrol’s’ interest, the 
sneakers being headed by Leroy 
Mason, and dealing in amunition. 
Coogan, son of the colonel under 
whose command is the patrol, is 
learning flying, but can't overcome 
his dread fear of guns, ultimately 
resulting in his being shot down 
and disappearing. Search finally 
gets a clue to his absence in the 
flight of a mystery amphibian plane, 
which leads to the smuggler’s ship, 
where Coogan is 
oner. 

Coogan’s registry of emotion in- 
cludes only one thing, a cloudy pout, 
and there his histrionic supply is ex- 
hausted. Far as ‘Sky Patrol’ is con- 
cerned, it’s just another step back- 
ward, on his much publicized ‘come- 
back’ trail. 

John Trent and Stone work to- 
gether well, and Marjorie Reynolds, 
uniformed as a stewardess but who 
seldom flies, fills the decoration re- 
quirements as the only woman in 
the cast. Young Dickie Jones, juve 
aid in the search, is okay, and will 
be found valuable to the kid in- 
terest. 

Sure of pretty fair reception gen- 
erally, with excellent chances in kid 
action spots. Barn. 


JUST LIKE A WOMAN 


(BRITISH MAD7) 


Alliance 
Gertrude 


Stars 

David 
Hartley 
Felix Aylmer. Di 
Mycroft. Story, Paul 
adaptation, Alec Copell: edi 
Flora Newton; camera, Claude Friese- 


production and release, 
Michael, John Lodge, 
Burns; features Jeanne de Casalis, 
Power, Arthur Wonther, 
rected by Walter €, 


Nov. 12-13, Running time, 71 MINS, 
Poppy Jeanne de Casalis 
Al. tiartley Power 
Sir Robert Hummel.......... Felix Avimer | 


The 
Sir Charles Devoir.... 
Roderique 


Ralph Truman 
Fred Emney 
Anthony 


Less British than most films 


made in England, ‘Just Like a Wom-' 


an’ is an import that compares un- 
favorably with the domestic article 


wait for our money on any reason- 
able production proposal which we 
deem has a fair chance of 
out.’ 

Stevenson pointed out that ap- 
proximately $100,000 had been ex- 
pended in equipment, salaries and 
effort to encourage eastern produc- 
tion during the last nine months but 
that not a single camera had turned 
on a feature production since the 
first of 1939. Consequently, the 
Eastern Service studio chief was 
told to concentrate on industrial 


paying 


picture-making about a month ago, | 


according to Stevenson, 

‘We have a number of industria] 
fim projects already signatured,’ he 
Said. 
production, turned out by our facili- 


being held pris- | 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 14 


and is unlikely to gain more than 
cursory notice on U. S. duals. Ro- 
mantic leads in a game of hide-and- 
seek that concerns a string of black 
pearls are Gertrude Michael and 
John Lodge, both Yanks. 

Although the plot involving the 
pearls is amateurish, film moves at 
a pretty merry clip, ending, as an- 
ticipated from the start, in the ul- 
timate clinch. Miss Michael snatches 
the pearls from underneath the nose 
of an English buyer and attempts 
to negotiate their sale. Lodge, in 
hot pursuit all the way, eventually 
gets the baubles, but learns that she 
is the daughter of the jeweler broker 
for whom he works. 

In production and direction the 
film leaves much tobe desired, but 
performances by Lodge and Miss Mi- 
chael are satisfactory. lLessers, in- 
cluding David Burns, Jeanne de Ca- 
salis, Hartley Power, Arthur Wont- 
ner and Felix Aylmer, offer noth- 
ing out of the ordinary. Aylmer 
could have played for more comic 
relief, however. 

Photography is above average for 
foreign-mades. Char. 


SONS OF THE SEA 


The Tailspin Tommy series pro- | (in Color) 


gresses along at even keel with ‘Sky | 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Nov. 16. 

Grand National retlease of British Con- 
soltidated Production, Stars Leslie Banks, 
Directed by Mourice Elvey. Screenplay, 
Gerald EBliott, Maurice Elvey; scenario, D, 
Willlom Woolf, George Barraud; camera, 
Krie Cross, At Cambridge, London, Run- 
ning, time, 82 MINS, 


Newton Ward 
TIOVAL. Kav Walsh 
CON-MANGEP Cecil Parker 
Lieut. John Peter Shaw 
60840008 Nigel Stock 
Commander-in-Chief.......... Charles Eaton 


A panoramic film of life at the 
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, ace 
British institution for training naval 
officers, ‘Sons of the Sea’ also con- 
cerns international spying versus 
British Secret Service, in which 
England triumphs over espionage. 

It’s well produced, with propa- 
ganda motif that will entertain loyal 
subjects and should prove interest- 
ing to American audiences who like 
spy stuff and travelogs. 


Starring Leslie Banks, cast has 
been carefully selected. Direction 
adequate. Jolo. 


Ireland | 


‘I believe the Westinghouse | 


HELL’S CARGO 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

London, Nov. 16. 
Associated British production and re- 
lease. Features Robert Newton. Directed 
by Harold Huth, Screenplay, Dudley Tar- 
lie, from story by Leo Joannon; camera, 
Philip Tannura. At Cambridge, London. 

Running time, 79 MINS, 
Commandant Lestailleur... 
Commander Falcon.......... Kim Peacock 
Commander Tomasov........Robert Newton 
Annette Lestailleur.Penelope Dudluey Ward 


.... Walter Rilia 


Pierre Lestailleur.......... Geoffrey Atkins 


Dr. Laurence..... eooes Martin Walker 
Liner Captain. Oscar 
Henry Morrell 


‘Hell's Cargo’ is a kaleidoscopic 
story full of adventures at sea, with 


| its characterizations admirably por- 


trayed. A commendable production 
level for a vivid tale that spells 
suecess boih here and in American 
duals. 


It's a story of three men meeting 
under trying circumstances and con- 
ducting themselves with the dignity 
of their respective countries’ tra- 
ditions. One is English, the second 
French and the other Russian. Yarn 
is built more specifically around a 
cargo of mysterious aniline @dye 
which, when contacted with sea 
water, generates a deadly poison gas. 
|The doctor of this vessel is a 
| drunkard who, in an international 
| port, starts spilling the beans to one 
of the girls. The heavy, owner of 
the cargo, stabs him in the back 
during a fight among sailors of the 
; three commanders, and when their 
respective lads are arraigned before 
their superiors, all deny any serious 
| conflict, and certainly not murder. 
When the guilt is pinned down to 
| the owner of the illegal cargo, they 


set out to capture his vessel. The 
bandit refuses to ‘heave to’ and 
|dumps his cargo into the ocean, 


, Which immediately becomes a sea of 
poisonous gas that will travel for 


| hundreds of miles and annihilate 
anything human it envelops. The 


| necessity for passing through the gas 
area in order to save the lives of 
people on an innocent passenger 
boat carries conviction by the inti- 
mate knowledge of technical detail 
of naval operations, and makes for 


| an exciting picture. 
| Robert Newton portrays the 
Russian with simplicity; Walter Rilla, 
as the French commander and Kim 
| Peacock, representing Britain, are 
also fine along with Louise Hampton 
_in_a bit. Other support is adequate. 
Direction by Harold Huth is ad- 
| mirable, displaying a good eye par- 


ties, is the start of higher quality and | ticularly for character. Originally a 
technique in commercial film pro- | legit actor, he bas spent the past 10 


ducing. In addition, we are going 
ahead at Eastern Service with our 


24 educational pictures per year | 


made by Erpi Classroom Films.’ 


| years in almost every branch of the 


| film industry. A slight condensation 


of opening scenes, designed for 
atmospheric detail, would make for 


| improvement, Jolo. 
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CHRISTMAS COMES THREE DAYS EARLIER 


THIS YEAR. For those who open 


DECEMBER 22nd (National release nn 


with 


“CHARLIE 


| (Tentative Title) 

| | with 
Mortimer Snerd- Robert Cummings 

Constance Moore - John Sutton 

Louis Calhern - Edgar Kennedy 

Samuel S. Hinds - Harold Huber 


Original story by Robertson White and Darrell Ware 


DIRECTED BY FRANK TUTTLE 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER, JERRY SACKHEIM 4 i 
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Dental 


Endorsement 


Copy Brings Angry Beef From 
Kolynos, and NBC's in Middle 


NBC finds itself caught in the mid- 
dle of a bitter fight between Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert and Lord & 
Thomas over a statement incorpo- 
rated. in the plug on Pepsodent. 
B-S-H has already reacted drastically 
to the situation by cancelling Koly- 
nos’ ‘Orphans of Divorce’ serial on | 
the blue link, while L & T refuses | 
to budge from its contention that 
the disputed statement is justified by 
facts of the case. L & T threatens 
to pull all the Pepsodent business 
off NBC if the network interferes 
with the plug as phrased, whereas 
NBC is confident that some compro- 
mise can still be worked out. 


The statement in the. Pepsodent 
commercial that stirred Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert to protest was as 
follows: ‘All three Pepsodent denti- 
frices’ have been given the Seal of 
Acceptance of the American Dental | 
Association, and Pepsodent is the | 
only dentifrice among leading den- | 
tifrices that won this approval.’ B- | 


Ben Pratt Off NBC; 
Publicist for Dewey 


Ben Prait is leaving the NBC press 
dept. in New York this week to be- 
come publicity chief for the presi- 
dential campaign of District Attor- 
ney Thomas Dewey. First chore is a 
trip to Minneapolis where Dewey 
will make an important speech. 


Bill Kostka filled Pratt’s niche at 
NBC with Art Donegan. 


Penn, New York, Colonial 
Regionals In Line For 
Kay Kyser Programs 


Lucky Strike is considering the ex- 
tension of its Thursday night re- 
broadcast of the Kay Kyser series to 
three regional links. These are the | 


KSD-AFRA SET 


St. Levis Daily Wins Its Claim Parity 
With KMOX Unfair 


St. Louis, Nov. 28. 


After huddies extending over 10 
weeks. KSD ‘St. Louis Post-Dis- 
| patch) last week inked a pact with 
ithe American Federation of Radio 
| artists whereby a new minimum 
lscale was established and increases 
of 10% and 15% were granted to four 
employees receiving more than the 
/new minimum. Two employees re- 
iceive a 10% raise and two others, 
| Sterling Harkins, who doubles as 
|gabber and production director, and 
Clair Callihan, a combo gabber, con- 


'tinuity writer and production as-, 
sistant, were upped 15% in the 
dough line. They received more 


than the new minimum, $45, which 
was raised from $35. The scale for 
free lance warblers and actors will 
be the same as at KMOX where 
soloists receive $8 for a 15-min. pro- 
gram and actors $6 for a 15-min, 
stint. 

When the confab opened Vic Con- 
nors from San Francisco, acting as 
' national representative of AFRA and 
| Nellie Booth, exec, sec. of the St. 
Louis Chapter huddled with George 
M. Burbach, Ed Hamlin and George 
Chambers, execs of the newspaper 
and station. AFRA wanted the sta- 
tion placed on the same parity with 


S-H, as agency for Kolynos, charged Penn State, New York State and | KMOX where a minimum of $50 per 


that this statement was not in ac-| 
cordance with the facts since the | 
ADA has also given the seal to Koly- 
nos and that the latter toothpaste | 
rated among the leaders. NBC | 
sought in several lengthy confer- | 
ences last week to induce L & T to} 
modify the statement, but the agency 
stood pat, claiming that it had the 
support of the ADA for the state- 
ment as worded. Anyway, it added, 
Kolynos’ seal wasn’t official since the 
announcement has not been as yet 
published in the dental association’s 
journal. 
Trade Inside 

As for the mathematics of the 
claim, L & T doesn’t rate Kolynos 
as ‘among the leading dentifrices’ 
because it is eighth on Nielsen’s list of | 
best sellers and, according to the 
same checking source, sold less than 
half of what Dr. Lyons toothpower, 
another B-S-H account, tallied for | 
the year ending Aug. 31. The Niel- | 
son figures were compiled exclusive- | 
ly among drug stores. Total sales 
credited to Kolynos was $523,000, 
whereas the turnover for the first 
four brands were Ipana, $2,024,000; 
Colgate, $1,515,000; Pepsodent, $1,- 
425,000, and Dr. Lyons’, $1,236,000. 
Squibbs, which is fifth with $885,000, 
also holds the ADA seal. 


Hersholt to Switch | 
To N.Y. for 6 Weeks 


Jean Hersholt will originate his 
Chesbrough Vaseline program (Mc- 
Cann-Erickson) from WABC, New 
York, from Dec. 6 to Jan. 10 in- 
clusive. Playlets will be cast and 
directed in New York as only the 
player’s wife is accompanying him 


| Make - Believe - Ballroom 


Colonial networks. Source of the} 
broadcast in the regional cases | 
would be the same as prevails for 
WOR, Newark. currently, namely, 
Miller tape versions of the programs 
as cleared over an NBC hookup 
Wednesday nights. 

WOR has been airing the recorded 
version since last summer. Arrange- 
ment would be okay with NBC be- 
cause the transcribing would be done 
at the program's origination point. 


60 Seconds of Silence 


St. Louis, Nov. 28. 

St. Louis stations which have 
joined in Mayor Bernard F. Dick- 
mann’s safety campaign that was 
inaugurated because of an increasing 
number of automobile fataiities ob- 
served 60 seconds of silence Thanks- 
giving Day as a memorial to victims 
of traffic accidents. 

Promptly at 2:45 p.m. every station 
went dead, KWK and WIL inter- 
rupting football broadcasts. 


Why Wouldn’t They? 


Martin Block and WNEW, New 
York, on which he conducts his 
recorded 
program three hours daily, renewed 
ties Monday (27). 

‘Ballroom’ is currently supported 


week was established months ago 
when a new wage contract was 
signed. KSD refused to grant such 
a parity on the grounds that it shares 
time with KFUO, doesn’t originate 
any network programs and doesn’t 
realize the revenue that the 50,000 
CBS watter does. This was the 
point that delayed the final pact. 
Negotiations stopped twice when 
Connors was called out of town and 
two weeks ago Emily Holt, national 
exec sec of AFRA planed from New 
York to continue the huddles with 
Nellie Booth, aiding and abetting. 
The new contract runs to Feb., 1941. 
Miss Booth said that new wage 
pacts will not be sought with WEW 
and KXOK, the letter owned and op- 
erated by the St. Louis Star-Times, 


Lanny Ross to Remote 


Lanny Ross will originate one of 
his three-a-week 11 a.m. sessions for 
Franco Spaghetti from Miami, 
Florida. This occurs Dec. 18 in con- 
nection with the ballyhoo for Para- 
mount’s feature-length cartoon, ‘Gul- 
liver’s Travels,’ in which Ross’ voice 
is used. 

Sponsor will send Ross, producer 
John Gordin and spieler Jean King 
to Florida by plane. WQAM will 
handle the pick-up, which is to in- 


by 19 sponsors. Contract assures a 
guarantee and share of profits. 


clude Jessica Dragonette. 


From Miami Dec. 18 


| 


Benny Goodman Off Camels Dec. 0) 


Cigaret Company Keeps 


‘Blondie’—Drops ‘Casey,’ 


Retains ‘Opry’ Local Shows 


'Furguson & Walker, 


New Sales Rep Firm 


Gene Furgason & Co. and Wythe 
Walker & Co. have merged their 
station rep lists and the new setup 
will operate as Furgason & Walker, 
Inc. 

Offices previously 
Furgason will be used .1 New York 
and Chicago, while branches are 
being arranged for in St. Louis, De- 
troit and on the west coast. 

L. Furgason, who was with 
Walker, and Arch Kerr, who was 
with Furgason, stay with new firm. 


Ameche Returns to C&S; 
Bergen Retires Second 
Dummy, Too Tough 


occupied by 


Don Ameche returns to the Chase 
& Sanborn Coffee hour Dec. 17, with 
the result that Rudy Vallee holds 
over but one week from his original 
four-week booking. Ameche with- 


drew in October because of a 
troublesome stomach. 
Mortimer Snerd character’ has 


been put back into the trunk by Ed- 
gar Bergen as far as radio is con- 
cerned. Bergen’s explanation is 
that he can’t conveniently work two 
dummies from a script. One thing 
that Bergen did find out after he 
had the Snerd character on the air 
a couple weeks was that the listener 
interest in Charlie McCarthy figment 
hasn't yet reached the waning point. 


Buhrman Quits KCMO 


Kansas City, Nov. 28. 

Bert Buhrman, musical director, 
pulls out of KCMO Dec. 5. Kenneth 
Heady becomes assistant to Jimmy 
Coy, program director. Heady also 
carries the tag of production man- 
ager, and continues same work on 
the announcing staff. Lyda Mae Coy 
moves out of program department to 
take charge of transcription pro- 
grams, a new department. 

Station is buying a Collins five- 
kilowatt transmitter. Recently was 
granted uppage by the FCC for day- 
time. 


Clare Boothe Luce has accepted 
bid from Ralph della Selva, celeb- 
rity-interview on ‘Connecticut Hall 
of Fame’ at WDRC, Hartford, to 
take the stand next Sunday (3). Mrs. 
Luce lives in Stamford, a 75-mile 
jump. 


from Hollywood. 

Hersholts try to spend Christmas 
each year with Lauritz Melchior, 
of the Metropolitan opera. They are 
fellow Danes, 


KDYL’s Xmas Campaign 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 28. 

KDYL, in conjunction with the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
started the Christmas shopping sea- 
s0n with a mammoth children’s pa- 
rade the day after Thanksgiving, 
which will be closely followed by 
street lighting broadcasts and home 
decoration contests. Co-operating 
with the Salt Lake Tribune-Tele- 
gram, KDYL will send Woodbury’s 
band to the Children’s Hospital. 

Other Christmas promotions on 
this station include the Elk’s Merry 
Christmas Club which is broadcast 
three times weekly, in the interests 
of distributing toys, clothing and 
food to the needy. KDYL tops it 
off with a huge Christmas party for 
underprivileged children, with the 
co-operation of the Visiting Nurse's 
Association. 


By Woodbury’s ‘First’ 

Salt Lake City, Nov. 28. 
Famous Music, publishers of mu- 
sical score for ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ 
gave Woodbury, KDYL musical di- 
rector, right to be first to give entire 
musical score to the nation over the 
air. Program fed to NBC Red web. 
Famous has recently published 

Woodbury’s own ‘By the By.’ 


Further Revision of FCC Procedure 


Might End Present Secret Memoranda 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

sweeping administrative 
| changes within the Federal Com- 
|munications Commission were re- 
| ported in the offing this week, fol- 
| lowing another ruling that further 
|}menaces individuals who seek to pro- 
jtect their interests. Apparently 
| scared by moves to gain judicial re- 
| view of the new FCC policy pre- 
; venting licensees from intervening 
|on the ground of possible economic 
| damage, various members of the FCC 
and key department heads are talk- 
ing seriously about a new procedure 


litigation by returning in part to the 
old ‘examiner system’ and the prac- 
tice of functioning through panels 
or subdivisions. Overhauling of the 
intervention rule also is probable, 
although nothing has come to a head 
yet. 

So far, nothing more than very 
suggestive hints have indicated that 
the Commish is in a mood to reno- 
vate its administrative machinery for 
the third time within a two-year pe- 
riod. But the signs are encouraging 
to industry representatives, who 
have been growing more and more 
irate over the way the ‘stream-lined’ 
apparatus has operated. 

Talk has been heard of setting up 
a staff of referees or umpires to pre- 
side over hearings and of ending the 
practice bj which FCC lawyers, ac- 
countants and engineers secretly in- 
fluence the kilocycle cops in their 
decisions. A complete return to the 
system of having examiners make 


that would cut down the volume of} 


reports with proposed decisions is 
not likely, but end seems certain for 
the existing custom of having a 
member of the law department pre- 
side at public sessions and then sub- 
mit a sub rosa report that becomes 
in effect the proposed findings of the 
Commish. 

Since the examining system was 
uprooted by former Chairman Frank 
R. McNinch a year ago, the FCC has 
followed a course without a com- 
plete parallel in any government 
quasi-judicial agency. Parties are re- 
quired to make ‘proposed findings of 
fact,’ which are taken into considea- 
tion by the Commission which en- 
ters, in turn, its ‘proposed findings 
of fact.’ Any applicant or respond- 
ent dissatisfied with the tentative de- 
cision has the right of oral argument 
before the final action is taken. 

Idea now being discussed is to have 
not only the parties but the various 
Commission branches — engineering, 
legal and accounting departments— 
also. submit 
which would be part of the public 
record, rather than _ confidential 
memoranda as at present. The argu- 
ment then would involve all of the 
conflicting conclusions and interpre- 
tations, after which the Commish 
would weigh the issues in dispute. 

Another potential reform under 
consideration consists of more fre- 
quent use of committees to hear pol- 
icy cases. While it is improbable the 
Commish will go so far as to revive 
the ‘divisions’ which formerly han- 
dled broadcast, telephone and tele- 


‘proposed findings,’ 


graph matters, some kind of panels 
may be employed to both distribute 
the burden and meet complaints 
about too much partiality. Steps have 
been taken in this direction with the 
designation of individual Commis- 
sioners to sit in several acrimonious 
controveries and with creation of 
committees to study television and 
war problems. 

While some reforms are believed 
certain, the industry front remains 
indignant over restriction of hearings 
virtually to the applicant. Barris- 
ters found another reason for boiling 
last week when the Commish, throw- 
ing back a protest against more com- 
petition, ordered a new hearing on 
the request of a potential broadcaster 
already issued a construction permit. 

Latest sore spot is the ‘show cause’ 
order served on Kentucky Broadcast- 
ing Corp., which has been handed pa- 
pers covering a low-power outlet at 
Louisville, using 1210 kc. The Com- 
mish directed this candidate to 
demonstrate again its financial fitness 
after denying its petition for leave to 
fight a grant of additional time to 
WGRC, New Albany, Ind. When the 
Louisville recruit claimed additional 
competition from across the river 
‘would result in such severe loss of 
operating revenue to petitioner's pro- 
posed station as to impair the serv- 
ice which it could render,’ the Com- 
mish declared ‘at the most such al- 
legations cast serious doubts upon 
the petitioner’s financial qualifica- 
tions to construct and operate its 


proposed station.’ 


+ 


Benny Goodman washes up for 
| 
‘Camel cigarets Dec. 30 after a run 


of three and a half years. His cur- 


| rent spot on the NBC red Satur- 


|day nights will be taken over the 
|following week (Jan. 6) by Bob 
|Crosby. The revised Crosby pro- 
'gram will have Johnny Mercer and 
| Helen Ward missing and Mildred 
| Bailey, currently on the Goodman 
| show, holding down the femme vocal 
|assignment. Harry Holcombe will 
/continue as the Crosby stanza’s an- 
| nouncer. 

Camel has also renewed for the 
‘Blondie’ serial on CBS, and it will 
continue to underwrite the plug 
which precedes CBS’ ‘The Day in 
| Europe’ with Ted Pearson as an- 
| nouncer, and maintain ‘The Grand 
| Old Opry House,’ which originates 
from WSM, Nashville. The ‘Casey 
lat the Bat’ series on the Yankee 
| Network will be dropped. 
| Dick Marvin, Esty radio director, 
yesterday (Tuesday) for Holly- 


'wood to look in on the agency's 


shows originating from that point. 
On the way back he'll stop at Nash- 
ville. 


Muzak Licensee Is 
About Ready in Det.; 
23 Installations Set 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 

With retail outlets comprising 
about half the total, Michigan Music 
Corp. (Muzak licensee) has contracts 
| for installation of wired music in 23 
|establishments here. Station WJBK 
| Officials, who Own 66% of the Michi- 
|gan corporation, in the past month 
| have signed up Fort Shelby hotel, 
(Hotel Detroiter, Fisher Building, 
Milter’s Jewelry Store, and numer- 
ous other stores and liquor dis- 
pensaries, 

Efforts are being centered on out- 
lets in Detroit’s loop and General 
Motors-Fisher building areas, ac- 
cording to James F. Hopkins, gen- 
eral manager of WJBK and one of 
chief owners of the Michigan cor- 
poration. Station has installed triple 
turntables and pipes sweet music to 
outlets 15 hours daily, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 a.m. By concentrating on down- 
town areas, it’s figured line charges 
can be held to minimum and will 
keep out opposish which would have 
to sign up outlets in outlying dis- 
tricts, thereby running into big line 
charges. 

While musicians’ union here has 
held several conferences with him, 
Hopkins doesn’t believe he'll run 
into trouble with union inasmuch as 
MMC’s contracts specifically states 
that wired music must ‘not supplant 
live musicians.’ Thus far no Muzak 
outlet has harbored a band pre- 
viously. WJBK is plugging Muzak 
constantly during its regular broad- 
casting. 


Revamp WSB-WAGA Music 


Atlanta, Nov. 28. 

Revamping of WSB’s_ 17-piece 
house band, Georgia Ambassadors, 
moved Perry Bechtel and Earl Lan- 
dis into associate director spots to 
assist Musical Director Marcus Bart- 
lett, who also serves as station’s foot- 
ball spieler. 

Bechtel, a guitarist, acts as maes- 
tro on WSB’s ‘Welcome _ South, 
Brother,” programs, five nights per 
week. Landis, a newcomer, to sta- 
tion, used to direct Georgia, Para- 
mount and old Loew's Grand pit or- 
chestras. 

Policy changes in connection with 
Ambassadors, it was stated, would 
stress musical classicism with soft- 
pedaling of swing. 

WAGA, little brother of WSB, has 
also taken on new group of musi- 
cians. Staff, formerly consisted of 
string trio, but new band is made up 
of Joan Norman, violinist and dl- 
rector; Dozier Lee, pianist and vibra- 
harpist; J. V. Johnson, sax and clar- 
inet, and Louise Basset, guitarist. 
Program Director Earle Pudney 
helps out at the piano. 


Spielers, Writer Join KYDL 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 28. 
KDYL has two new staff grabbers, 
Nelson McIninch and Tom Cafferty. 
Mildred Baker, a continuity writer, 
‘has also been added. 
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TOO MUCH MATINEE 


PUBLIC HOWEVER SKED 


we do about it, our joint efforts 

might bring about a new and de- 

sirable trend.’ 
KOIN Contest 

Myer of KOIN, Portland, 

is not a critic of daytime se- 


because if you feel the same way | 


Newscaster’s Un-Cut ‘Hamlet’ 


W. 


Ore. Newscaster with a national hookup has developed into one of the 


prize prima donnas of the industry. People associated with him on 


rials. To the cont he feels ; , , 
por the program find him particularly tough to get along with because of 
public. He wires Variety: ‘Audience his insistence that they listen intently to every word he pours into the wees 


By BOB LANDRY 


‘It must have been something I 
ett.’ 
—Old proverb. 


Station managers around the coun- 
try are inclined to suspect that they 
have been over-fed on daytime 
sevials. But they hesitate to be too 
specific in naming names. Their 


self-confidence as diagnosticians is | 
undermined by the failure of the Co- | 


operation Analysis of Broadcasting 
to file a clinical report bearing out 
the hunch. So far C.A.B. remains 
inscrutable with scarcely a hint that 


the patient is on the verge of break- | 


ing out with dramatic colic. 


Carefully brought up never to re- | 


gard private judgment as having any 
standing or 
companied by research project 
confirming it, the broadcasters are 
slow to condemn 
merely because they’re too numer- 
ous, too silly or too anything. If the 
C.A.B. doesn’t quiver the broadcast- 
ers will discreetly hold their peace 
and their noses. 

The remarks of 
Grunwald 
coincide with a letter John Patt of 
WGAR, Cleveland, has recently sent 
to fellow-broadcasters. The com- 
ment of 
offered to the present discussion of 
a subject which seems to have rather 


VaRIETY'’S Ed 


abruptly gathered a certain amount | 
who has | 
just interviewed 300-o0dd persons in| 
as part of a two! 
months’ trip from New York to the) 
returning, | 


of momentum. Grunwald, 


the radio industry 


Pacific coast and now 
sums tp some of the reasons 
for the 
portant stations with regard to the 


given 


growing load of network strips. He | 


further reports that the matter is 
much in the table talk of broadcast- 
ers this fall. Patt’s letter bears that 
out, 


Patt’s letter to stations last week 
read as follows: 


‘For some time I have been 
concerned, as I imagine, perhaps 
you have been, that daytime 
commercial radio has become a 
matter of one continued serial 
story program after the other. 
This year this is more true than 
ever before with Columbia and 
NBC having more than 15 day- 
time hours of these programs, 
most of them continuous. 

‘I am delighted that. at least 
one or two daytime advertisers 
have seen fit to put on a pro- 
gram of musical entertainment. 
The only one that we happen to 
be broadcasting from our station 
is Lanny Ross for Franco Spa- 
ghetti. But other CBS stations 
are also broadcasting smiling Ed 
McConnell for Purity Bakeries. 

‘We believe it would be to the 
interest of the radio industry 
and to our stations if a larger 
percentage of daytime advertis- 
ers would use vocal and instru- 
mental musical programs, va- 
riety and comedy entertainment. 
That these need not be expensive 
is shown by the fact that the two 
programs I have mentioned have 
only one ‘name’ artist and a 
small accompanying group. 

‘I should like to suggest to 
you that you call attention to any 
such musical programs a little 
more frequently than you do to 
the other programs. I have heard 
from advertisers using 
sevial stories that they get better 
results from these programs than 
from musical programs. Surely, 
it is to our advantage to help in 
any way we can to keep musical 
programs on during the daytime 
and to encourage, if possible, 
more daytime advertisers to use 
the facilities of Columbia and of 
our stations locally. We are, ac- 
cordingly, calling attention to 
daytime musical programs with 
more than the usual number of 
program announcements and get- 
ting behind them with limited 
local merchandising and pub- 
licity efforts. 

‘Pass this suggestion on to you 


importance unless 


daytime serials 


(see adjoining column) | 


some of the latter is also; 


attitude expressed by im- | 


surveys tell the story and we have 
no complaints from listeners al- 
though KOIN has more serials than 
any other local station.’ 

Jim Shouse of WLW, Cincinnati, 
is of the school that holds ‘the 
opinions of station managers, includ- 
ing myself, should count for abso- 
lutely nothing in evaluating the ac- 
ceptance of daytime serials on the 
part of the public.” Shouse thought 
there was no need for the industry 
to be unduly concerned and referred 
175,000 telephone calls made 
throughout the WLW area in sup- 
port of this feeling. He believes, 
moreover, that daytime radio i 
much better than it was, say, six 
years ago. 

Barron Howard of WRVA, Rich- 
|} mond reports his station’s ‘confus- 
ing’ experience. ‘We still feel that 
so many serials is bad programming 
but can't seem to prove it.’ Howard 
explains: 

‘We have long been cognizant 
of the unbalancing effect of so 
many serials and last year adopt- 
ed a firm policy of allowing only 
two continuous serials. We re- 
quired non-dramatic entertain- 
ment every third quarter hour. 
This policy was adopted pursuant 
to surveys which seemed to in- 
dicate a listener desire. It was 
enforced for nine or ten months 
and then surveys did not indi- 
cate any rush of listeners to tune 
our station for the non-serial 
programs. In fact our audience 
peaked during serials and 
dropped during other entertain- 
ment, with competition peaking 
if competition carried serials. We 
accordingly abandoned the 


policy.’ 
‘At any rate,’ sums up this execu- | 
tive, ‘we do speak from experience 


even if we don’t know what to say. 

I, R. Lounsberry of Buffalo has a 
slant based on his own particular re- 
lationship to it. He writes: 

‘As we divide the network pro- 
grams on Stations WGR and WKBW, 
‘this problem is not so serious to us. 
|The programs undoubtedly have a 
very high audience rating. How- 
ever, in spite of this, if all of these 
programs were placed on one sta- 
tion as is done in many other cities, 
I personally, would consider the 
situation alarming and would recom- 
mend as a remedy, that the sched- 
ule be split so as to provide for good 
music programs between some of the 
serial stories.’ 


mike. 


toric and enunciation, 


It’s uncut ‘Hamlet’ so far as the ex-announcer is concerned. 
Recently he noticed that a panelman let his interest stray elsewhere 
and the engineer had to be taken off the program. 
contended that if the engineer wasn’t interested in everything the 
broadcaster had to say he didn’t belong. 

The same commentator also has an obsession about meticulous rhe- 
and the impression gathered by those around 
him is that the right phrasing and pronunciation is more important 
than the sense or news value of what he says. 


The commentator 


WSAI OKAYED 
FOR NITES 


Cincannti, Noy. 28. 
Permission for WSAI to boost its! 
night signal from 1,000 to 5,000 | 
watts, the same as its day power, 
was granted Monday (27) by the)! 
FCC. Station is owned by the! 


50,000-watt WLW. 


strength, it is understood 


and something like $35,000 will be) 
invested in new equipment. 


Texaco Show As Is; 


Frances Langford Can 
Double, So Takes Cut 


| Texaco has renewed its Wednes- 
| day night program on CBS for an- 
other 13 effective Jan. 3. 


| eae will not be any change in the 

setup of either the eastern or the! 
| western half of the hour. Only con- 
| tract che ange concerns Francis Lang- 
ford. The account figured that there 
wasn’t enough for her to do on the} 
show to justify the $1,500 a week, 
and in return for being permitted 
to take another network commercial | 
she has accepted a salary cut. 

Others continuing with the Holly- | 
wood half-hour are Ken Murray, | 
Kenny Baker, David Broekman, | 
Jimmy Wallington and Ed Gardiner, 
director. Transamerican Broadcast- 
ing & Television Corp, retains the | 
production assignment on the show’s 
second half hour. 


weeks, 


Crosley Corp., which also operates | 


In line with the increased signal | 
that | 
WSAI’s transmitter will be relocated | 


off is 


‘Fred Waring Advertises 


For a Bull to Lead 


Into a China Shop' cree. 


Rated as one of the wackiest 


| stunts pulled on a network commer- 


| cial in some time is the bet in which | 
, Fred Waring and Paul Douglas, an- , 
nouncer, have involved themselves 
on the Chesterfield program (NBC). 
Wager eventuated from some kid- | 
{ding Waring handed Douglas over 
the air about his talent as a picker | 
of winning football teams. Waring 
said that he could do better blind- 
folded and the upshot was a bet that 
whoever lost would have to take a 


bull through a china shop and pay | 
The pay- | 


for the resulting damage. 
due when Douglas returns 
next week from a short vacation in 
Florida. 
Meanwhile 
series of ads in 
reading ‘Wanted—Rent one 
grade bull for day’s work in china 
shop. Write Waring, 1697 Broadway, 
N. Y.’ The ads were originally 
marked for the ‘help wanted male’ 
column but the Times 
them to the ‘business opportunities’ 
section on the ground that it couldn't 
be facetious with the unemployed. 


Waring inserted a 
the N. Y. Times, 


Stanco Continues Serials 
Via McCann-Erickson 
Stanco business, which consists of 
the recorded ‘Meet Miss Julia’ and 


| ‘Alice Blair’ series, will be renewed 


fe another year. Present contracts 
expire until January. 

Products involved are Daggett & 
| Ramsdell cream, Mistol, Mydoland 
| Flit. MeCann-Erickson is the agency. 

Gilbert Ralston, who used to be 
with NBC’s transcription department, 


jis a program manager in the Comp- 


ton agency, 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


| The Show Window of Show Business 


Ain Anniversary Number 


To be published late in December 
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high | 


relegated | 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


Fond du Lac, Wis., Nov. 28. 

There is considerable talk among 
managers of basic network stations 
that, unless the networks in the fu- 
, ture can devise some system of keep- 
ing down the load of daytime pro- 
grams (such as is being issued this 
fall), a revolt is in store for them. 
The managers’ attitude is based on 
numerous factors, but the principal 
one is simply this: The load of net- 
work daytime business is causing big 
stations a tremendous loss in rev- 
really hurts—that 
into the coffers of 


revenue Is going 
lesser stations. 

When the new radio season start- 
ed this fall, the spot business took a 
|Swing upward and hit an all-time 
high. But simultaneously the net- 
| works let go a huge barrage of se- 
rials which, in frequent instances. 
|prevented key stations from accepting 
jall of the spot or local business they 
{could have placed. Since network 
|business generally pays far less 
|;money than local or national spot 
business, the managers irately be- 
lieve that they are operating on a 
‘paper loss’ of revenue. 

Coupied to this money-matter are 
several other points which are in- 
creasingly becoming the subject of 
discussion: 

a. There are too many daytime se- 

rials. P. & G, and Sterling Products 
may be smart to buy so many, say 
the managers, but P. & G. and Ster- 
|ling will douse them overnight if 
C.A.B. ratings burn out—and then 
| what for the stations? 
Meantime smaller’ stations are 
shoving music and sports opposite 
itheir big competitors’ serials, which 
leaves the little fellows with a per- 
manent form of local programming 
and the serial stations with soap. 

b. The load of daytime business is 
causing the big stations’ production 
departments to grow rusty. As things 
stand now, the continuity staff in 
|many instances is playing cards and 
the house band is shooting craps to 
|pass the time away. One western 
station killed 33 daytime local shows 
this fall to accommodate the network 
load. short, managers believe 
ithat expensive investments are rust- 
ing, while—quite the opposite—the 
smaller stations are oiling up their 


production - programming depart- 
ments as never before. 
Sneaking In 
NBC stations additionally report 


that the NBC system of blocking off 
certain portions of the day under 
option and leaving the rest of the 
time at the stations’ complete dis- 
posal is this year failing to function. 
Advertisers have caught on to the 
gimmick that if they demand time 
outside the option period (in other 
words, in the stations’ own time) 
they will be playing to less web com- 
petition. Therefore an_ increasing 
number of sponsors do not want to 
periods reserved for web 
but want to elbow into 
tation time. Since stations hate to 
ay no to big customers, many have 
all their free time in this 
revenue, of course, 


shows in those 


buy those 
broadcasting, 


yiven up 
manner—at less 
than if they had local 
pots. 

CBS stations, 
under no 
quawking. 

What the upshot will be, or when 
is problematical. But 
most managers agree that either one 
of two alternatives must be em- 
ployed, Either the stations must get 


all of whose time is 


option to CBS, are also 


it will come, 


;radically more money for their day- 


time. Or 
limit 


else the networks must 
daytime broadcasting to cer- 
tain periods at very high rates, and 
let the rest go free to the stations. 
Against nighttime radio there are 
no squawks whatsoever. Stations 
feel that the evening broadcasts are 
real prestige-getters and that with- 
out them radio would be a dud. But 
the daytime shows are regarded as 
such trivial fare that not one pro- 
gram director queried in any basie 
network city could roughly recite 
the plot of any three serials. Many 
state that they never listen to them— 


————'fithey just can’t take it. 


\ 
3 
| | 
| 
| 
| ene | 4 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | { 
| 
a 
f 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


N.A.B. Bulletins Its Membership 7 
On Victor Disc Royalty Fees 


Song Made Famous By 
CBS Show Published 


Ear] Robinson, former Federal Mu- 
sic Project attache in Washington, 
whose ‘Ballad for Americans’ got 
unusual attention on the ‘Pursuit for 
Happiness’ (NBC) program a fort- 
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Money (Noisy Kind) 
Drowns Out Discord 
At ‘Hillbilly Rodeo 


St. ‘St, Louis, Nov. 28. 
Larry Sunbrock, president of the 
so-called National Fiddlers Assn., is 
$3,000 in the clear on his National 
Hillbilly Jamboree, which was held 


VARIETY 


Michael Blair Seeks U.S. Passport 
To Make News Discs in Europe 


Michael Blair, former Hollywood 


Washngton, Nov. 28. 

Subtle warning to broadcasters 
not to yield to RCA-Victor demands 
for royalty payments on recordings 
went to National Assn. of Broad- j 
casters members last week in the 
form of a long semi-legal discussion 
detailing the host of controversies 
about performing rights. The trade 
body indicated it will employ every 


news programs on the general out- 
announcer, wants to take a record-/| line of newsreels, is being produced 
ing unit over to Europe to cut|and sold by Ayers-Prescott. No New 
transcriptions which would’ be| York outlet has been obtained, but | here. It was raining and KMOX 
shipped back to this country for dis- the agency claims nearly 150 stations | |was not cooperating, but nevertheless 
tribution among the stations sub-| throughout the country are carrying | 16,490 customers planked down 55 
scribing to his International Radio| the series. ‘cents each to hear the guitar and 
Newsreel. His equipment would| Shows use feature yarns rather blow-jug gentry get hot. 

consist of a mobile unit with a) than spot news and always have the WEW copped four of the five firsts. 
couple turntables, a portable short- geome involved appear in person. Roy Schaffer’s string band took 


Wave sending set and a portable 
turnable. Also a small plane. 


Blair has been in New York for | 
the past several 
special or spot events and interview- 
ing celebs for his disc ‘newsreel.’ | 
Blair expects to get the necessary | 
crossing papers despite the rule of | 
the U. S. Department of State that 
passports may be issued only to ac- 
credited mewspapermen, network 
employees and staff men for estab- 
lished newsreel companies. 


Wilfred Thomas’ Experience 

Wilfred Thomas, a radio enter- 
tainer from London, recently en- 
deavored to interest Canadian or 
American broadcasters in discs of 
‘Life in England’ as made overseas 
by the production agents of Radio 
Luxembourg. Those on this side re- 
acted adversely fearing the stigma of 
‘foreign propaganda.’ Thomas is 
mow in New York. 


American Radio Newsreel 


Albany, Nov. 28. 
American Radio Newsreel, a re- 


| clude 


tions’ 


Names who have guested so far in-/the warbling contest; Al Boulicault, 


Dorothy Thompson, 
Dempsey, Martha Raye, etc. 


months covering | /Don Pan is producer of the series. | Charles Smith, 
Joseph Johnston, continuity writer 
for Pathe newsreel, is scripter, while 
formerly with Para- 
mount newsreel, is assignment editor. 


James Rend, 


Ed. Arnold AFRA Prez 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Presidency of L. A. chapter of 


American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists passed to Edward Arnold last | 


Jack | ‘billed as 
Erich | was head of the squeeze box division; 


| 


‘Al, the Accordion King,’ 


tagged as ‘Smoky,’ 
|outdfifidled all; ‘Tex Waterburg (who 
is under Sunbrock’s management) 
copped the so-called ’Singing” con- 
test. Excise Commissioner Lawrence 
McDaniel was the contest umpire, 
and the applause of the customers 
decided the winners. 

KMOX refused to permit Pappy 
Cheshire’s hillbilly group, winners 
of most of last year’s contests, to par- 
ticipate because of a financia] rum- 
/pus last year. Rather than wreck 


week when Frederick Shields with- | last year’s show KMOX permitted 


drew frem the elective office due to 
pressure of other business. 

Arnold also is third vice-prez of 
Screen Actors Guild. 


LaVell Waltman, formerly with 
WSAU, Wausau, Wis. has been 
named program director of KROC, 
Rochester, Minn. Dwight Merriam 
has been placed in charge of the sta- 
new continuity department 


eorded series of 15-minute feature there. 


Cheshire’s band to participate, but 
forbade them accepting any dough. 
Sunbrock attempted to obtain 
‘Skeets’ Yaney for the yodeling con- 
test last week, but the deal fell 
through. KMOX called every local 
station carying spot announcements 
for the show, and told them not to 
use Yaney’s name. KMOX did not 
broadcast the announcements. 

Lum and Abner, on a p.a. tour, 
were delayed by fog, but participated 
in both performances. 
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night ago, is having his work pub- 
lished by Robbins Music. John La- 
Touche, the poet, did the lyrics. 

Paul Robeson introduced the ora- 
torio. 


VICTOR WARNS; 
DECCA LESS 
SPECIFIC 


Unlike RCA Victor, Decca Records 
doesn’t propose, at least for the im- 
mediate future, to set a deadline as 
to when radio users of its product 
must obtain licenses, or else. Decca 
has taken the position that stations 
have been properly notified of the 
company’s attitude and that the re- 
sponsibility is theirs should they con- 
tinue to broadcast Decca platters. 

In a circular letter sent out last 
weekend Victor advised broadcasters 
that the immunity it has permitted 
them expires Friday (1) and that any 


airingof Victor records after that 
date without the license which the | 
company has made available would | 
subject the source to damages and an | 
accounting of the profits. The let- | 
ter also stated that in the event the, 
court ruled against Victor in the| 
Paul Whiteman case, now before the 
U. S. circuit court of appeals, all 
license money would be promptly 
refunded to the stations. 


SEATTLE EXPECTS PACT 
THIS WEEK WITH IBEW 


Seattle, Nov. 28. 

With only the wording of the con- 
tracts now holding up settlement be- 
tween local radio stations and the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, Local 77, indications 
are that further talk of strike will 
not be heard. W. A. Kelly, rep of 
the union on the coast, is now hud- 
dling with the radio ownership com- 
mittee and the station tops willing 
to meet him halfway on a settlement. 
Scales and working conditions are 
not holding contract up. It is un- 
derstood that new scale will be 
above present rate of pay and there 
is no split in the committee on sali- 
ent parts of the contract. It is ex- 
pected the matter will be closed by 
Wednesday or Thursday (29-30) of 
this week. 


Union Bans Ray Noble 
Date on CBS Band Show 


Attempt to pick up Ray Noble’s 
orchestra from Hollywood for Co- 
lumbia_ Records’ radio program, 
‘Young Man with a Band,’ on CBS 
was nixed by the Los Angeles mu- 
sician’s union. 


work for one band in that territory, 
decreed the local. 


LASKY’S ‘GATEWAY’ OFF 


Will Substitute 
Hollywood Show 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ winds up 39 weeks for Wrig- 
ley Dec. 31 and gives way to a new 
show being framed. 

Leslie Atlass, CBS Chicago boss, 
came here with the chicle maker’s 
decision and announced re- 
placement would likely originate 
here. 

Wrigleys is reported near closing 
on successor show. A western idea 
with celluloid cowhand, Gene Autry, 
is under consideration, among others. 


Wrigley Another 


Location job at Beverly Wilshire | 
| hotel and weekly bit on the Burns 
jand Allen radio show was sufficient 


Jesse Lasky, who was tied up 


sponsorship deals. 


legal weapon to upset the findings of 
the trial court in the RCA-WNEW 
case and said ‘until the whole issue 
is settled, the N.A.B. will continue 


its efforts to protect the interests 
of broadcasters.’ 
With its usual indirectness, the 


N.A.B. failed to advise members to 


| follow any particular course but the 


resume contained a clear suggestion 
that the payments should not be 
made and_ stations should avoid 
use of RCA-Victor recordings pend- 
ing final determination of the vari- 
ous controversies. 

Refusal of RCA to postpone fur- 
ther its licensing program was made 
known by N.A.B. Although the 
multiplicity of appeals ‘clearly in- 
dicated that none of the parties was 
fully satisfied’, Neville Miller was 
told that RCA will not grant more 
time for clarification of the matter. 
Consequently, the N.A.B. issued its 
recapitulation so that the industry 
can ‘be informed of a number of ad- 
ditional facts bearing on the situa- 
tion.’ 

The review called attention to the 
following angles: 

1. Federation of Musicians has 
threatened to oust any member who 
signs over property rights in discs 
to the recording companies. 

2. National Association of Per- 
forming Artists does not recognize 
RCA’s right to collect royalties on 
behalf of its members and still in- 
| sists on its claim for direct compen- 
sation. 

3. Music Publishers Protective 
Association has disowned the record 
companies’ campaign. 

Station owners must keep in mind 
also the dispute with the AFM, 
which may affect the use of records, 
particularly in case the industry 
rebuffs the musicians and the unions 
go on strike, the memo reminded. 
Furthermore, there is a_ possibility 
that when present agreements be- 
tween the AFM and record cutters 
expire, the union may be able ‘to 
exact certain terms regarding the 
ownership of property rights, if any, 


that exist in the records’, the NAB 
warned, 
‘It is apparent that the rights 


claimed by RCA are challenged at 
every turn,’ trade was advised. 

‘It is understood that NAPA and 
the music publishers each wish half 
of any royalties collected from 
broadcasters by the record manu- 
facturers, so that no revenue would 
remain for the record manufacturer. 
NAPA wants to own whatever prop- 
erty rights there are for the benefit 
of their band-leader members. AFM 
does not sanction NAPA’s ownership 
because it does not take into account 
the work of the individual members 
of the orchestra and vests all rights 
in band leaders through NAPA. 
AFM therefore wants to control 
these rights. 

‘The music publishers contend that 
RCA does not have the right to li- 
cense phonograph records for broad- 
casting. NAPA through Whiteman’s 
appeal contests the injunction ob- 
tained by RCA against Whiteman 
and the station. The station con- 
tests the injunctions obtained by 
both RCA and Whiteman. RCA con- 
tests the injunction obtained by 
Whiteman against the station and 
objects to the Court failing to find 
a property right in RCA by virtue of 
its manufacturing skill. 

‘In other words, no one is satis- 
fied.’ 


FTC Retards ‘Retardo’ 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

Barrage of objections was fired bv 
the Federal Trade Commission Sat- 
urday (25) at the radio and pub- 
lished copy of American Clinical 
Laboratories, Official Research Bu- 
reau of New York, Federal Research 
Corporation, and Shellevy Braver- 
man, promoters of a reducing com- 
pound, 

Cease and desist order called for 
numerous changes in claims for ‘Re- 
tardo,’ which is reporied to have 
been certified by the research out- 
fits, owned, according to the Com- 


with the ‘Gateway’ shows has gone | mish, by Braverman, who also is the 
to Detroit and Chicago on new! owner of American Clinical Labora 


tories, Inc. 
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OMAHA: RAZZLE-DAZZLE RADIO 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


Omaha, Nov. 28. 

Everything that need be said about Omaha economically 
was said a couple of weeks ago in a discussion of Oklahoma 
City. Except that Omaha (260,000 counting in Council 
Bluffs) is bigger, the two towns wear the same socks. That 
also goes for the radio stations inasmuch as the top wattage 
in Omaha—as in Oklahoma City—is 5,000. And to make the 
parallel even finer, Omaha is doing a whale of a radio busi- 
ness because, failing high-wattage, the stations picked some 
other angle to dramatize to the time-buyer. Whereas Okla- 
homa City picked razzle-dazzle promotion, Omaha _ picked 
razzle-dazzle management. 

There are, of course, many cities where station managers 
are in the blue ribbon class. But Omaha is one of those 
rare instances where the managers are not separated by a 
lot of wattage, and still get over the hill in high gear. To 
make the test-tube attractiveness of Omaha in this respect 
even more complete, the three pilots—Johnny Gillin (WOW), 
Don Searle (KOIL), and Bing Smith (KOWH)—are all old- 
timers in the industry. This is no kids’ scrap, though the 
managers (in actual age) aren’t ready for chin-whiskers yet. 
They've still got sex appeal. 

To appreciate the nuances of Omaha station management, 
it must be borne in mind that station management today is 
not the factor in spot time-buying which—it is safe to say— 
it will someday be. Agency men are still largely buying by 
the hatpin, or alibi, method. That is, they buy wattage. For 
a second thing, it must be remembered that, barring few ex- 
ceptions, station management is stylized to the point of boiler- 
plate. The 50,000-watters (if not sound asleep) specialize in 
smoothie management; the regional stations harp on alert- 
ness; and the smaller outlets usually go in for straight slug- 
ging. Omaha, against this background, is of grade-A inter- 
est because the managers here have thrown stylization to the 
winds and have invented their own kind of unorthodoxy. 


THE KIND OF MANAGEMENT THAT 
NEEDS AN IRON CONSTITUTION 


Taking up the three managers analytically, and not from 
any personal angle, it can be said of Johnny Gillin that he 
runs his plant as if it packed 50,000 instead of 5,000 watts. 
In short, Gillin’s showmanship is of the smoothie sort. But 
whereas most of the 50,000 watters which Gillin so religiously 
emulates operate with a two-man front office, Gillin is run- 
ning the show all by himself. 

Getting a little deeper into a front office discussion, it is 
safe to say that the two-man type is most usually found be- 
cause it saves wear and tear on the manager. Such teams 
as Credo Fitch Harris-Lee Coulson (WHAS), Merle Jones- 
Art Casey (KMOX), etc., were formed so that the manager, 
to save his nerves, could forward-pass any obstreperous re- 
former, time-chiseler, or plain nut to his helper for a soften- 
ing process. And anyhow, a two-man front office looks 
hoity-toity. 

But Gillin (and perhaps Martin Campbell like him) does 
it the hard way. Gillin additionally shoulders commercial 
duties. For this unique kind of operation this much can be 
said: it’s impressive because it’s unexpected. Providing that 
the manager has a good personality (and an iron constitu- 
tion), the station reflects that personality all the more 
strongly. The kind of personality which comes in most 
handy is of the velvet-glove type. It dovetails neatly into 
Sales-service operations, and the way things stand today, 
sales service is not only becoming more and more necessary, 
but it is absolutely mandatory. Parenthetically, it should be 
added that one-man operation needs the backing of a two- 
fisted, alert staff. Gillin has such. 

Don Searle (KOIL) meantime has invented a system of 
operation that’s close to unique. (Recently switched from 
NBC to CBS). He has taken a flight into the realm of 
mathematics. His pet policy—a merchandising scheme of 
vast dimensions—has been oiled up to the point where it is 
hard to:‘tell when the merchandising stops and sales-service 
begins. All of which requires a bookkeeping machine big- 
ger than most stations would care to tackle. Searle addi- 
tionally has instituted checks on programming, sales confer- 
ences, and who knows what on a scale that would swamp the 
ordinary manager. _The whole thing, of course, is—from its 
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finest angle—showmanship. And it’s especially well-con- 
ceived because it completely differentiates Searle’s opera- 
tions from Gillin’s 

Vernon H. (Bing) Smith is the fellow who should, by all 
ordinary standards, be the rip-snorting fighter with a glib 
lingo and six kinds of rate cards. Instead, Smith is a polite 
but serious student of station operation. He looks before 
he leaps, and his policies are often checked—via mail or 
traveling—with the best policies in existence elsewhere. This 
seems like the millenium when it comes to small station man- 
agement. 

While this trio of managers gets along pretty well socially, 
the radio situation from the sheer business side is hotter 
than a waffle iron. That’s a good feature. For without high- 
wattage, and nothing to make up for it, Omaha might other- 
wise fall asleep in the midst of the cornstalks and not be 
heard from again. 

WOW, NEC Red affiliate, is the oldest station in Omaha. 
It's owned by the Woodman of the World Life Insurance 
Society, and since 1935 has been housed in resplendent of- 
fices worthy of Darryl Zanuck. WOW keeps one eye cocked 
on Omaha, and the other on the farmer. It has a terrific 
load of commercial business, and its operations are framed 
accordingly. 

William Ruess (of the insurance company) is nominal 
head of the station, but Gillin does all the day-to-day work 
as general manager. Howard Peterson, here since 1935, 
handles promotion and merchandising. Harry Burke, once 
with WJAG and now an eight-year veteran here, is program 
director. Production is taken care of by Lyle de Moss, ex- 
KFAB. Publicity, certain writing duties, and photography 
are steered by Bill Wiseman, longtime newspaperman. 

WOW in 1937 won the Variety prestige-subsidiary plaque, 
and the station’s current efforts in the same direction are 
consistent. News is specially written for ether consumption 
according to a house style-sheet. The local food show is an- 
other station pet, and largely through WOW’s efforts the 
grocers not only stage a big splurge but also put about $8,000 
into the kitty. To publicize station programs and products, 
a ‘Radio News Tower’ is issued monthly. Some 10,000 listen- 
ers buy it for half a buck a year, and around 5,000 agencies, 
clients, etc., get it for nothing. Another attention-getter is 
an annual tour to the hinterland with a cast of 37 station 
members. Labeled ‘Good Will Tour,’ this carnival ties in 
with local American Legion posts, ete., puts on a free show, 
and in general brings WOW personally in contact with the 
plow jockeys. Last year 25,000 persons saw it. 

Programming is aimed at both city and farm folk on the 
theory that the two are nearly identical out here. Produc- 
tion stuff and special events (handled by Foster May) are 
the two big items, being used actively to offset the heavy 
chain scheduie. There’s a 12-piece houseband batoned by 
Fred Ebener; a 14 voice chorus; the Sophisticated Rangers 
(western music); Ray Olson, Don Shaw and Lyle de Moss, 
singers; Ralph Wagner, sports editor; and again Foster May, 
doubling in newscasting. 

Leaving aside the more routine (and pretty well sold-out) 
programs, WOW’s current schedule includes: an ‘Aunt Sally’ 
show for shut-ins which has a huge following, but is not for 
sale; a ‘Homemakers’ Club’ (10:30-11 a.m.) run by Martha 
Bohlson and numbering 400,000 members; a man-on-the- 
street (12:45-1 p.m.); a ‘Junior Roundtable’ (5:15 p.m.) in 
which five high school kids settle the affairs of the world; 
and a ‘Little Man’ kid-next-door skit (alternating with Jun- 
ior Roundtable) scripted by Milton Rieck. The last-named 
is being groomed for potential sale. Civic and state tie-ins 
are heavy. 

KOIL is the CBS outlet. It is owned by the Central States 
Broadcasting Co. which also owns KFAB and KFOR in Lin- 
coln. Searle, who manages the whole works, meantime owns 
a piece of KMMJ, Grand Island, and KANS, Wichita. KOIL 
hasn’t a hillbilly on it, nor bothers about farm market re- 
ports and similar fare. That whole end is handled by 
KFAB. The Omaha station is entirely urban, and if any- 
body wants both urban and farm stuff, the idea is to sell him 
KOIL and KFAB as a combo. Parenthetically, it might be 
added that KOIL is one of the few CBS stations also carry- 
ing a Mutual franchise. It is additionally one of the few sta- 
tions which pays the union for musicians without using them. 
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WIS CARRIES A BONUS 


Columbia, 


Columbia, | 
WOLS, Florence, S. C., has be- | 
|come a bonus station to WIS, Colum- | 


Searle simply told the boys not to show up on the grounds 
that there weren’t enough to make a decent orchestra any- 
how. (The union thereupon assigned the musicians to play 
in hospitals). 

In addition to Searle, who runs the station and keeps a 
weather eye on everything, Frank Pellegrin specializes in 
commercial chores. He’s been here about a year after doing 
radio and promotion work at Creighton University. Bruce 
Wallace, here three years after a stretch with newspapers, 
handles the merchandizing. 


WHETHER YOU ASK FOR IT OR 
NOT YOU GET SERVICE AT KOIL 


As indicated before, merchandising at KOIL is down to a 
fine point. Any advertiser who buys 13 or more half hours 
automatically gets: a week’s showing in 50 display windows; 
space in a dealer flash; at least one four-inch ad in 28 papers; 
mention in dealer bulletins; letters; pre-announcements; and 
some re-broadcasts to hit listeners at other times. If the 
advertiser is a good customer, he may get more. But—and 
this is where the sales-service comes in—he gets the routine 
treatment whether he asks for it or not. And the station hits 
as hard the last week as it hits the first week. To prove it, 
each advertiser's merchandising schedule is kept on an 
elaborate chart which is later sent to the client so he can 
check for himself. And during the whole interim, the cus- 
tomer is besieged with mail showing him how the campaign 
is getting on, plus samples of his posters, etc. The station 
hires an artist, Harry Walsh, to get the whole thing dolled 
up properly, and always pushes the radio program far 
heavier than the product. It’s the heftiest and most elabo- 
rate merchandising-sales service stunt seen on this trip. 

KOIL is carrying a heavy CBS schedule. Rest of the pro- 
gramming is along typical urban lines. A musical clock is 
unraveled from 7-7:30 a.m. From 9:45-10 a.m. comes the 
‘Polly, the Shopper’ home economics stuff. The title to this 
show was bought from the Bee-News when it folded, and 
Belle West now runs the stanza as a participation program. 
There’s a Homemaker’s Club at 10 a.m. Later comes a quiz 
show for kids in which they are paid off in pennies (instead 
of the dollars adults usually get). Two more audience-type 
shows are the ‘Cornhusker Roundtable’ and ‘Answer, Please.’ 
The former is a football rehash between University of Ne- 
braska rooters and opponents; and the ‘Answer, Please’ series 
is a stump-the-experts affair. KOIL runs a fair number of 
transcriptions, but balances them up via continuity written 
by a staff of three. 

KOWH is the independent station. It operates daytime 
only, and was purchased not so long ago by the World Her- 
ald. At that time Bing Smith—who still is president of 
WREN in Lawrence, Kansas—came over to manage it. The 
station operates on a single rate, has a nifty studio layout, 
and is beginning to more than meet expenses. 

Smith is carrying a total payroll of 28, which is pretty big. 
Clem Young, seven years with the paper, is sales manager. 
Chet Gowan handles special events, which are plugged hard, 
and Orville Weimer gets billing as newscaster. Ronnie Ash- 
burn is the sports man. 

By way of programming, KOWH harps on news, sports, 
and some Bohemian and Norwegian-Swedish music. The 
day opens with a ‘Sunrise Music Hour’ variously filled by 17 
Bohemian orchestras. It’s a participation show. From 17:45 
to 8 a.m. there’s a ‘Safety Patrol’ issued by the police depart- 
ment to safety patrols in the local schools (sustaining). 
‘Major & Minor’ (Minor Clites and Fred Eckerson) fill the 
10:15-10:30 a.m. spot. This piano-accordion team (one of 
the members is blind) is a big mail puller. County agents 
and grain market reports get a big play throughout the day. 
At 2:30-3 p.m. Kermit Hansen distinguishes himself by being 
one of the few males to put on a home economics program 
for women (his stuff is ghosted by a gal). Helen Corey and 
Jackie Lee are the two billed pop singers. Along audience 
participation lines is a ‘Goodwill Industries’ stanza (8 a.m.) 
in which down-and-outers ask questions of prominent busi- 
ness men anent getting back on their feet. It, too, pulls lots 
of mail. Transcribed music is used fairly steadily. 

KOWH’s merchandising policies are along standard lines— 
_ cards, letters, etc. 
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Camden, N. J., Nov. 28. | studio will be dedicated Sunday, Dec. | ; bia, which recently became affiliated | : 
Station WCAM, owned and oper-! 19, at 2:30 p.m. with a statewide, Official ownership — transfer of | with NBC. There will be no extra| This Canadian city, where blue 
ated by the City of Camden, N. J.,| broadcast, it was announced here WKRC by CBS to the ae | charge on WOLS for network or na- | laws keep theatres closed on Sun- 
last week. | became effective Monday (27) mid-/ tional spot accounts buying WIS. seven 
on ) h ; 3 days, trekked across the Detroit 
Friday (24) was placed Speakers will include Homer P night, eight hours after receipt of WIS has installed a two-day wire! ‘ht 
auction block by Mayor George E. peakers Stati River Sunday night (26) to witness 
Br > rh dit realed it| Rainey, prexy; B. F. Pittener, edu- word of the FCC's sanction. Station | for the exchange of programs be- ' ; 
‘dean ‘and T. S. Shelby, ex- | is 5 kw day and 1 kw at night. It! tween itself and WOLS. Move was/|# Stage show put on by Windsor’s 
tension dean became a basic outlet for Mutual, ! made to improve the night-time ser- |CKLW talent at the Broadway- 
Ww time change in September, when | vice of WIS nrog Capitol theatre troi 

purchasers to buy the station last WOAI, San Antonio, will origi- tied in with L B. Wilson’s gin Ww od 
year were turned down by the for-' nate Texas Quality Network’s show, WCKY ‘whieh jumped from 10 to 50 ripe at 250 watts night and iy On . Vith Joe Gentile as ng Windsor 
mer City Commissioners when the; while KNOW will carry for Texas 1,200 k.c. med the tal- 
station had been turned over to an/ State Network. KTBC, Austin, also Now known as the Times-Star sto. | . a Red ( ross benefit show: 
operating firm and was paying the) jined up i. Harry Steele's hillbillies, Bob LaRue, 
city $1,500 annually. But this year . | a lleg , sill Lewis, Wally Townsend, Gor- 
: , sain A : Structure will house all college, Taft, Jr.. son of the paper’s editor don Fleming, Rev. J. A. Davies. 


the Federal Communications Com- 


activities. 
mission refused to approve the lease 


radio 


and a newcomer in radio. During 


and ruled that the city would have 
to operate the station as a municipal 
project and pay salaries. 


A contract was entered into with 
the Mack Sales Company, whereby | 
the latter would sell time and pay | 
the city $1,666 monthly. The city! 
agreed to pay salaries and other, 
expenses. Recently the station pay- | 
roll has been $800 a month—the 
heaviest in WCAM’s 12-year history. 

An audit made by the City Treas- ! 
urer showed that the city has paid | staff. 
out $17,315 since the first of m4 
year and had received but $13,333 in 
return. Mayor Brunner said the. 
was two month's countered 


Dean Fitzer, g.m. 


ready about Feb. 1. 
prise three studios, 


technical 


Mack Sales Co., 
payment in arrears. 

‘I think selling the station will be | 
gZ0od business for the city’, will be 
Said. 


/WDAF Overcomes Noise | Bull Schudt, Jr., general manager 


Of K.C. Star Presses | will stick on for a fortnight to groom 


Kansas City, Nov. 28. | his 
of WDAF, ex- 
pects station’s new studios will be | 
Suite will com- 

and audition 
room all built around a central con. | station's 
‘tr ' booth, and offices for execs and 


Studios are located in the build- 
in of the Kansas City Star, owning 
company, and previously station en- 
interference 
| from the newspaper presses. 
plan of floating the studio in a room of personnel at KUTA, Salt Lake's | 
has eliminated the difficulty and all | 
|st dios will be thus suspended. 


ithe past several years young Taft did 
|editorial work on the Times-Star. 


18 months, 


of WKRC for the past 


successor. After that Schudt 
| goes into CBS headquarters in NYC. 

Taft’s office will be in the Hotel 
Alms, where WKRC has its business 
and broadcasting departments. The 
news room, however, is be- 
ing transferred to the Times-Star | 
building, downtown. 


move into 


diately 


midwest. 


W. B. Sears to KUTA 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 28. 
William B. Sears has taken over | here. 


CBS BUREAU IN CHI 


Nan Elliott, former booker for Bal- 
aban & Katz and Pantages, has been | 
named manager of the newly 
Columbia Artists office here. 


because CBS is 
|drive to become a key factor in the 4nd 
radio artists’ bureau business in the , 


Miss Elliott was previously at KHJ, | 
Los Angeles, for Don Lee network 
and with the William Morris agency 


Windsor musicians’ union also fur- 


nished a band. 

Several artists from Detroit also 
98. | took part, including Xavier Cugat, 
'Armos Jacobs. 


Chicago, Nov. 


opened KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE GAME 
Wrigley building imme- | 


Two national radio networks, CBS 
Mutual, as well as WHAS, 
Louisville, will carry piay-by-play 
, accounts of University of Kentucky- 
University of Tennessee _ football 
games from the Kentucky stadium 
in Lexington on this week’s Thanks- 
| giving Day (30). 

George Walsh, sports announcer, 
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A new | duties of assistant manager in charge | 


NBC Blue outlet. Mass., 


He’s from KFBK, Sacramento. 


Kenneth Curto from WLLH, Low- | 
has replaced Al Hiorns at 
WPRO, Providence. 
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ANALYSIS PREMIERE PUBLICITY 


Columbia Broadcasting System's sales promotion department, in con- | promotional departments tie-in. It tends to suggest, superficially perhaps, 
junction with the Phil Lord office, New York, has recently conducted an | some of the things stations will readily do and the opposite. ‘ 

j j i i i stots : : A separate transcription mentioning each station call letters in the bod 
experiment in national-local coordination of a exploitation campaign in is tae frie pit aad out Thi oot a big playing with the station od 
connection with a new afternoon program. The show was the series called | ; parently liking the local mention touch. It is notable that ‘tie-ups with 
‘By Kathleen Norris’ sponsored by General Mills. (5 p.m., EST.) | book stores’ was pretty much of a stumper although the series was sold 

Preceding the program’s debut on the CBS network a press book a la! on a basis of the following of a best-selling novelist. 
films was prepared setting forth a variety of tie-ups and other steps which! On the whole it appears that this is a very useful preliminary venture 
local stations were asked to carry through. All stations got a copy. | in a field of cooperative showmanship not much developed, especially as 
Most important part is the detailed check-up made by CBS of just what | regards afternoon programs. The data that follows is CBS’ own. It is 
was done. This represents a clinical study of how home town press andj from an actual worksheet. 
‘By KATHLEEN NORRIS’ 


Played Station 
Tran- Checked News- An- News- Book 
Sent scrip- Program Feature paper nounce- paper Dealer Store House Show Movie 
City and Station Telegram tion Listings Boxes Publicity ments Ads_ Tie- — Tie-Ups Organ Windows Trailers Extras 
WCAU, Philadelphia........... x x x x és x x 
x x x x x xX 
WCOCG, 4 x x 3 x x 
ROM, Portland, OPO... x x x 5 x ‘ 
ESFO, San Francisco. x = x ; x 


* Special interviews with prominent Civic Club leaders, and letters to secre‘aries of local Civic clubs. 
+ Interviewed public librarians, contacted church groups, and sent notices f. Headquarter Bulletins of Grocery Chains. 
+ 


Transcontinental as of This Week : 


Small agencies reported last week ball game in the Orange Bowl, | 

that Blackett-Sample-Hummert was | Miami. 
raiding their accounts in behalf Meanwhile Mutual continues to | 


the proposed new network, the! pound its own deal locally and Fred | 
Transcontinental Broadcasting Sys-| Weber, Mutual general manager, has 


s tem. One of the accounts cited was/| been in almost constant contact with 
oaks from WERT acorns grow Fred Fleer Co, maker of Deuble| the” Blackett Sample act with| 
u um. 


Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert is quoted as telling adver- 


MILLER STARTS 
HIS MUSIC 
TOUR 


Neville Miller, prez of N.A.B., be- 
gan his series of regional rallies on 
behalf of Broadcast Music, Inc., with 
yesterday’s (Tuesday) meeting at 
the Ritz Tower, N. Y. An intensive 


sked takes him to Dayton, South 
Bend, Omaha, Denver, Tulsa, Minne- 
apolis, Richmond, Nashville, Dallas, 
and thence to the Pacific slope. 

About 30 broadcasters from some 
20 stations were at the N. Y. meeting, 
which mulled various problems now 
before radio, but dealt mainly with 
the ASCAP issue. Meeting en- 
dorsed the new music pool, and sev- 
eral said they would subscribe. As 
rules required a check for 10% and 
a pledge of 50% of the 1937 ASCAP 
payments none of the promises are 
binding until signatures and checks 
come in. 

Among those present were Bill 
Fay, Robert Soule, Clarence Wheeler, 
Edgar Twamley, Cecil Mastin, Julius 
Seebach, John Hogan, Kolin Hager, 
Richard O’Dea, Don Flamm, Sid 
Kaye, Harry Wilder, E. K. Johnson, 
Sam Geller, Ike Lounsberry, E. M. 
Stoerr, Bill Hedges and Harold 
Smith. John Kennedy was present 
also, although not belonging to this 
N.A.B. district. 


| Washington Buzz } 


Whether another ‘unethical prac- 
tice’ case will plague the legal fra- 
ternity and the FCC is latest topic of 
speculation following the Commis- 
sion’s steps to crack down on ap- 
plicants who do not tell the whole 
truth. One barrister with a sube- 
stantial practice is said to have en- 
| gaged in conduct that borders on 
perjury in putting through an ap- 
plication for a ‘client’ who recently 
has been discovered only an em- 


| Ployee, not owner, of his station. 


(Continued on page 35) 
tisers solicited that it is giving 


Transcontinental 22 hours a week. 

Elliott Roosevelt, it is said, hopes 
to get the broadcast rights to the 
Cotton Bowl game New Year’s Day 
for his inaugural schedule. 


Ralph Atlass Signs 
You'd have thought those acorns were nuggets. The Chicago, Nov. 28 

4 Ralph Atlass last week signatured 
rush came not only from the Carolinas, but from as | for his two local stations to the El- 


liott Roosevelt-Transcontinental web 
far away as Wisconsin and Iowa. The Mayor of | 3,4 both the Atlass WIND and 


z : m broad- WJJD stations will serve as Chicago 
Darlington, S. C., speaking on a WBT far outlets and origination points for the 
cast, casually mentioned that he had some thousand | network. Likely that WJJD will be 

7 i . A used for the daytime hours while 
acorns lying in his orchards and if anybody cared | WIND will carry the evening shows. 


: ‘ As the set-up now stands, the key 
to nurse a live Carolina oak, WBT would be glad to | stations for the Roosevelt chain will 


> TI tarted an WMEX in Boston; WMCA in 
send the means whereby. Unaware he had s Mew Yorks KQV. WEND.- 
avalanche, he went on to the main subject of his talk, | WJJD, Chicago; KXOK, St. Louis; 


WDGY, Minneapolis - St. Paul; 
the delightful town of Darlington. 


KCMO, Kansas City; KYA, San 
Francisco; KFWB, Los Angeles, the 
; Northwest network and the Texas 
WBT’s live oaks grow all over the country now. And | state network. 


: Plans still are to start the Trans- 
in Canada, too. A week after the broadcast, came a ceubinaihed wammeien on don. 1. wih 
letter postmarked Saskatchewan (1,830 miles from | 4" exclusive broadcast of the foot- 
WBT). Its writer said that where she lived there | 


wasn’t an oak tree for miles around. She owed her 


Hiltbilly 


Louisville, Nov. 28. 
Louisville's entertainment spots 


West because 


radio much, she wrote, but she never dreamed it 


would be the means of bringing real Carolina live- 


820 ON 
THE DIAL 


POWER plus RECEPTIBILITY 


WHAS reaches one of the 
largest audiences in the fiddle 


it broadcasts 


with the maximum power 
(50,000 watts) on a wave- 
length (820 kilocycles) which 
insures clear reception. Within 


rushed off her trees-to-be, the Mayor’s supply of 


acorns was completely exhausted. 


In such broadcasts WBT serves its listeners, It serves 
its clients, too, by planting the seed of their sales 
messages in minds made willing by just such brilliant 
radio as WBT creates each day. Sales grow, on WBT. 
Any Radio Sales office will help your sales too. 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
St. Louis, Charlotte, N. C., Los Angeles, San Francisco 


oaks to her door —for nothing! By the time WBT | have suddenly broken out into a hill- 


‘billy rash. The National has ’em 
| over from WHAS, Louisville, Satur- 
day nights, the Savoy is playing the 
Golden West Cowboy troupe from 
WSM, Nashville, along with Roy 
Acuff and the Smoky Mountain Boys, 
while the Jefferson Armory has a 
Sunday evening hillbilly jamboree of 
its own, 

Clayton McMichen’s Georgia Wild- 
cats and other WAVE, Louisville, 
talent, compose the armory’s bill. 


St. Paul Breaks Out 
St. Paul, Nov. 28. 

KSTP has gone hillbilly for its 
daily 6 to 7 a.m. stretch, except Sun- 
days. Program is tagged ‘Sunrise 
Serenade,’ with Cal Karnstedt dou- 
bling as m.c.-producer. It’s fed to 
the Minnesota Network. 

Performers include Eva Green- 
wood, the Rodik Twins, Pete Angell 
and his Mountaineers, John Maxe- 
don, Herb Wilson and Boris Ratoff. 


the primary area “served by 
WHAS there are 5,039,828 
people, who spent, last year, a 
total of $1,296,831,000 in re- 
tail outlets. Sell YOUR product 
to the buyers of this territory 
through the station whose signal 
permeates the market with the 
greatest power and clarity ... 


WHAS 


BASIC CBS OUTLET 


Represented Nationally By Edward Petry & Company 


Owned and Operated By The Courier-Journal 


and The Louisville Times 
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RADIO MAPS 


THURMAN ARNOLD 
HOPE 


New Strategy by Broad- 
casters Hits ‘Unnecessary 
Men’ Angle — Meantime 
N.A.B. Has a Brainfull of 
Worries 


SOCIAL ASPECTS 


With negotiations for a renewal of 
employment agreement between the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and the Independeent Radio Network 
Affiliates having come to an abrupt 
halt, intimations are being made in 
employer circles that there is a 
good chance of the whole contro- 
versy being tossed into the laps of 
the U.S. Department of Justice. Such 
action would be based on a state- 
ment recently made by Assistant At- 
torney-General Thurman Arnold in 
which he held that unions which 
make a practice of forcing the em- 
ployment of unnecessary help could 
be held liable under the anti-trust 
act. Counsel for some organizations 
within the industry have already 
drawn up briefs on the subject for 
submission to their clients. 


These lawyers contend that the: 


intent and practice of the agreement 
now prevailing between the industry 
and the AFM comes within the pur- 
view of Arnold’s statement. They 
argue that the union has every right 
to increase wages and designate 
under what conditions members will 
work but that it cannot, as pointed 
out by Arnold, try to impede tech- 
nological progress by declaring that 
in order to get the services of its 
members the employer must hire so 
many extra men. 


The situation is back where it was 
Nov. 1, the day before IRNA’s exec- 
utive committee received the AFM’s 
plan of contract renewal. 
committee has advised the affiliated 
stations that the AFM had with- 
drawn its plan of Nov. 2 and tossed 
the onus of submitting a substitute 
proposal back at the affilates. The 
committee had asked that all future 
negotiations for the employment of 


THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Recording for Bluebird and Victor 


Listen to ‘‘Myrtle’’ 
on Bluebird and 


Little Red Fox" 
on Victor with Hal Kemp 


musicians be taken out of the hands 
of the federation and left to the local 
unions. 

In his letter to the IRNA commit- 
tee Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, 
stated that ‘if IRNA or any other 
organization of radio affiliates de- 
sire the services of members of the 
federation after the expiration of 
the present agreement, it is neces- 
sary that they make to the federa- 
tion proposals as to the conditions 
under which they will employ its 
members. If such proposals are 
satisfactory to the federation, mem- 
bers will continue to render serv- 
vices—otherwise not. In the event 
no such proposals are made by 
IRNA or other organizations of 
broadcasters, the federation will as- 
sume that they no longer desire the 
services of its members.’ 


IRNA Dues Slack 


the IRNA committee addressed to 
the affiliates last week declared that 
it felt that it ‘has now left the mat- 
ter apparently in the shape in which 
most affiliates want it. IRNA will 
therefore do nothing further and 
withdraws participation § in 
AFM negotiations. The next move, 
if any, is up to you. IRNA is at 
your services if you wish, but its 
resources are quite limited as, to 
date, only about 70 stations have 
paid the modest dues authorized at 
the Chicago convention.’ 

Before the IRNA committee sub- 
mitted its counter-demands to the 
AFM’s executive board it was as- 
sured by network officials that the 
affiliates could depend on the webs 


The IRNA | 


to stick by them in a showdown, 
even if the controversy led to a gen- 
eral strike. The networks have al- 
| ready informed the AFM that they 
| won't agree to any increase in mu- 
|sicians payrolls for stations owned 
and managed by them. 

Weber's letter of withdrawal to 
the IRNA committee charged that 
| the latter's answer to the AFM pro- 
|posal contained allegations ‘not 
' based on facts,’ and that they were 
|‘in reality forced misrepresentations 
arguments against the said 
|agreement, all for the purpose of 
preventing a renewal of same under 
| conditions to which the federation 
| will agree.’ 


AFM States Position 


AFM position as stated yesterday 
| (Tuesday) was that it had no inten- 
| tion of dealing with individual em- 
ployers and that any agreement af- 
ifecting its members would have to 
‘be made with the broadcasting in- 
| dustry. There is no power, it was 
‘added, that could make AFM mem- 
‘bers work if they didn’t want to, 
‘and the federation can’t believe that 
‘anything could prevent the AFM’s 
| members from acting as a collective 
unit. 


| 
NAB Hesitates on Stand 
Washington, Nov. 28. 


| Concern about maintaining a solid | 


lfront and uncertainty whether a 
‘showdown now desirable were 
‘radio industry reactions to the sud- 
'den blow-up of negotiations between 
‘network outlets and the American 
Federation of Musicians over new 
' contracts beyond Jan. 17. 


is 


Letter on the AFM situation which 


Consider- | 


able sentiment in favor of forcing 
the issue has reached N.A.B. head- 
quarters, but the trade association is 
hesitant about taking a hand at the 
moment. 


A detailed report as to what went 
on between AFM and Independent 
Radio Network Affiliates during sev- 
erat meetings was sent out last 
week through N.A.B., but it was 


nothing more than a concise sum- 
mary of the stand taken by the war- 
ring factions and offered no advice 
to individual station owners. 

The N.A.B. is in the middle, se- 
cretly hoping that both the chains 
and IRNA will stand firm and per- 
sist in nixing the AFM demands but 
alarmed that one or the other will 
weaken, making complete surrender 


inevitable. Assurances from both 
groups that they mean to go through 
with their negative responses to the 
Joseph M. Weber unionists have not 
given complete peace of mind. 

Some disagreement about strategy 
from this point on. There is a con- 
siderable feeling that the industry 
must bring about a decisive test of 


(Continued on page 27) 


Why did Artie Shaw quit last week? “Politics, cor- 
ruption and a system of patronage aren’t the only 
things a musician has to fight,” says the King of the 
Clarinet. “What’s worse are one-night stands and long, 
brutal jumps that wreck a man’s health.” Here’s his 
fantastic rags-to-riches climb... from 47¢ cash a year 


aga to $6,000 an afternoon, and what it did to him! 
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Local Show Sponsored 
But Lacks That Showmanship Flair 


Albany, Nov. 28. 
Station WOKO is_ broadcasting 
(under clothing store, McMannus & 
Riley | sponsorship) a program 
which brings in students of public 


and parochial schools to compete as | 


orators on matters of current inter- 
est. A cup goes to the school win- 
ning the most points as the series un- 
folds. 

While the programs are at present 
missing many opportunities from a 


critical showmanship point of view | 


it does appear that basically the idea 
is an excellent and practical formula 
for uniting sponsorship and the local 


“NED JORDAN, SECRET AGENT’ 
Dramas 


Sustaining 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
Ned Jordan’s undercover agent 

‘activities are the result of the imag- | 

‘ination of the same writer that turns | 

‘out the ‘Green Hornet.’ Latter pro- | 

shifted from Mutual 


gram _ recently 
'to NBC after a_ long sustaining 
lstretch on the former. ‘Jordan’ is 


a replacement for the ‘Hornet,’ also 
emanating from WXYZ, Detroit. 
As unfolded this catching, Jor- 
dan’s activities in behalf of law and 
order was well written and produced 


school system. The audience of rela- | piece that told its tale in one episode. 


tives, fellow-students, etce., is fairly 
large to start with. Given more zest 
and spontaneity and with teacher 
caution partly removed the program | 
might have the necessary inherent | 
appeal to engross wider circles. 

The program is called ‘Youth | 
Speaks,’ but its main impression is | 
that youth may be speaking, but 
adults are telling them what to say. 
There is obvious voice coaching 
also. 


Boy announcers and the boy and 
girl speakers would be of more gen- 
eral appeal if it were plausible that 
they were under their own steam 
and not parrots for adults. A cheer- 
ing squad of students to react in 
youthful partisanship would give life 
to the program. Jaco. 


‘NEW VOICES’ 
With Jean Merrill 
15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 9:45 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

Similar to station’s ‘New Tunes’ 
program, this stanza is dedicated to 
bringing singers to attention. Joan 
Merrill was the first, using up the 
full 15 minutes with unbilled house 
band accompaniment. Soprano vo- 
calling was clear and exhibited nice 


range. but her delivery leaned 
toward the mechanical, lacking feel- 
ing. 


Selections were ‘Beautiful Lady,’ 
"Through the Years,’ and for a cur- 
rent touch, ‘Day in-Day Out.’ 


James Mugford, program director, 
and Richard Pattison, announcer, 
have resigned from WSPA, Spartan- 
burg, S. C. 


Theme was somewhat along the 
lines of the ‘Gangbusters,’ being 
written in flashback form, several 
characters explaining the action to 
others, then fading while it was 
worked out or proceeding from 
where the narrator left off. Per- 
formances were okay and the vari- 
ous moves and countermoves of Jor- 
dan and his criminal opposition 
clearly told. 


Story concerned unraveling of a 
plot to steal airplane plans. One of 
thugs impersonated an innocent man 
to throw suspicion off themselves 
while planning to steal the draw- 
ings, and Jordan’s side also imper- 
sonated the same guy to round ’em 
up. For awhile that portion was a 
bit confusing but it straightened it- 
self out. 

Finale line was the usual ‘you 
can’t win’ moral with a novel twist. 
Announcer called ‘All aboard for 
Leavenworth.’ 


! 
‘NEW TUNES’ 

With Patricia Rhein, 
Orchestra 

15 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 7:45 p.m. 

WOR, New York 


‘New Tunes’ professes to be di- 
recting its efforts toward unearth- 
ing worthy melodies that somehow 
have escaped attention. This pro- 
| gram didn’t use much of anything in 
j;that groove except the 
|‘Where Was I?’ Rest, especially ‘I 
|Must Have One More Kiss, Kiss, 
| Kiss’ which is being heavily plugged, 
are played often. 

With Bob Stanley’s able arrange- 
ments and the voice of Patricia 
| Rhein, WOR program takes on the 
/ status of a sustaining band pickup. 


Bob Stanley 


‘KAY’S MARATHON OF MUSIC’ 
30 Mins.-Local 
| HOTEL MUEHLEBACH 
| Monday, 10:30 p.m. 
| WDAF, Kansas City 

Every dance band nowadays wants 
a production twist for its radio in- 
nings. Now comes Herbie Kay with 
| the idea that 30 tunes in 30 minutes 
| would be something. The old B. A. 
| Rolfe-Geo. Washington Hill gallop. 


| Vocals, special arrangements and 
| novelties were used as usual, but it 
was a steady half hour gale for the 
orchestra. Plugs were cut to their 
pith by John Gaunt, assigned to the | 
station-hotel broadcasts. Orchestra | 


opener | 


| 
30 Mins. 
| 


actually only scored 25 tunes but| 


probably could reach 30 if choruses 
only played. Quin. 


The chief differe 
time” radio station 


station is this: the “ 


—sells listeners — sells potential buyers. 
The little fellow sells billboards, throw- 


aways, counter cards, direct mail, news- 


paper space — sells 
RADIO. 


Buy WOW and you buy more listeners. 


Yours very truly, 


On Wow 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


nce between a “big- 
and a “small-time” 


big-timer” sells radio 


everything EXCEPT 


Production Note 


Boston, Nov. 28. 

In setting up the program for 
WBZ's morning Hammond elec- 
tric organ concerts by Doris 
Tirrell, engineers tried al] man- 
ner of microphone combinations 
and placements for the best re- 
sults. 

At the end of long seige they 
discovered that the best pickup 
resulted from putting a single 
mike in the flue of the chimney 
above the studio fireplace. 


‘YESTERDAY'S CHILDREN’ 
With Dorothy Gordon, James Rob- 


erts, Ronald Liss, Jack Manning, 
Robert Walker, Tom Gorman, 
Hugh James 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
W.1IZ-NBC, New York 

‘Where are yesterday's children? 
They are the men and women of to- 
day.’ That's the springboard for this 
stanza, which then asks what the 
men and women of today were read- 
ing when they were yesterday’s 
children. Each week a _ prominent 
American’s favorite childhood book 
will be mentioned, after which the 
piece will be dramatized for the lis- 
teners. Idea is obviously to draw 
the juve dialers to the mike for a 
pre-bedtime story hour. And just 
as obviously the series is aimed to 
compete with the cliff-hanger brand 
of moppet shows. 

Will today’s children remember 
these as their favorite programs 
when they’re the men and women 
of tomorrow? A period of weeks 
will help give the answer. Show is 
opposite ‘Lone Ranger.’ It was im- 
pressive (as publicity) to start with 
President Roosevelt's favorite, ‘Swiss 


Family Robinson,’ but actually 
wasn’t an ideal script. 
Dorothy Gordon, who's. well- 


known for her song and story activi- 
ties for the youngsters and is now 
NBC's director of children’s pro- 
grams, is the backbone of the show. 
She intros it, does the interpolative 
comment and plays a leading part in 
the dramatization. She is a clever 
person, no doubt of that. 

Frank Dodge is producer and Gor- 
don Nugent wrote the initial dra- 
matization. Piece had the meat for 
a gripping yarn, but retained too 
much of the goody-goody character- 
istic of the original. 

‘Yesterday's Children’ will have to 
pull up its socks to capture roy 6. 

obe. 


MOLLY PICON 
With Abe Elistein, 
zeidt, Barrett Sisters, 
liams 
Comedy, Songs, Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Molly Picon is back singing the 
virtues of the Maxwell House brew, 
and even though there’s consider- 
ably more English than Yiddish used 
this sprightly session should do as 
effective a selling job as ever with 
the racial element of java buyer for 
which it’s primed. Picon’s 
vibrant, sparkling personality regis- 
ters as big as ever and there’s a 
snap, lustiness and hominess about 
the show which should make the 
spot a weekly habit. 

The comedy, whether in Yiddish 
or in English, fits snugly into Miss 
Picon’s pert mannerism. The gags 
are neatly turned for the primary 
trade, while the songs are ingratiat- 
ingly listenable regardless 
language on which they’re hung. 
The customary routine on this pro- 
gram is to encore its set of Yiddish 
lyrics with the English version. The 


Seymour Ecks- 
Allen Wil- 


| little comedienne from Avenue A 
' gets highly pleasant support in the 


blend, 


| patiates on 
length. 


singing department from Seymour 
Echszeidt, tenor, and the Barrett 
Sisters, rhythm team. 

A five-minute slot has been set 
aside on the new series for a bit of 
tear and heart tugging. The dra- 
matic passage is the dialog version 
of a supposedly true anecdote sub- 
mitted by some listener bidding for 
a free case of Maxwell House cof- 
fee. The sample dramatization was 
right up the emotional alley of Miss 
Picon’s following. 


When not parrying gas with Miss | 


Picon announcer Allen Williams re- 
cites in English the rote about Joel 
Cheek, radiant roast and the special 
and toward the end of the 
program a Yiddish announcer ex- 
the same theme at 
Odec. 


VINCENT CARL’S ORCHESTRA 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Carl’s band, airing 8-8:30 p.m. Sat- 
urdays from Newman’s Lake House, 
Saratoga, is small unit. Emphasizing 
rather than screening this, the unit 
plays a half hour without a single 
vocal. Few straight dance orches- 
tras attempt such a feat in radio; 
Carl’s does not seem to be one that 
should. 

Band leans to hot. Produces a 
pretty fair brand of music, under 
limitation: Individual instrumental- 
ists do rather well. However, the 
period is too long, particularly on a 


choice Saturday night spot, for pres- 
ent setup. Jaco. 


of the} 


Follow-Up Comment 


Fay Bainter and Nan Sunderland 
guested on the Campbell's soup pro- 
gram Sunday night (26), repeating 
their original stage roles in ‘Dods- 
worth,’ from the Sidney Howard 


created on Broadway by Walter Hus- 
ton. Although the yarn suffered 
somewhat from the 


air, just as it was previously trans- 
fered successfully from the novel to 


‘the stage and then to the screen. 


Miss Bainter’s playing of Fran 
Dodsworth again provided the main- | 
spring of the story. It’s a cream!) 
part, with lots of shading, plenty of | 
emotional range and possibilities Sor | 
characterization. And while it isn’t 
a sympathetic part, it’s an enor- 
mously showy one and it must be 
convincing for the drama to stand 
up. While the actress was naturally 
more limited than on the stage or 
screen, she whammed the bell with- 
out trouble. Miss Sunderland made 
the sympathetic ‘other woman’ warm, 
but by contrast somewhat colorless. 
Welles strolled through the part of 
Sam Dodsworth. Few lads would 
have the nerve to attempt to play a 
part in which an actor of Walter 
Huston’s stature and reputation had 
scored his greatest success. And only 
a lad with the Welles sense of show- 
manship could get away with such 
an obviously commonplace perform- 
ance in that part. But of course, 
the Welles ‘curtain’ speeches are per- 
formances in themselves. 


Helen Hayes and Fredric March 
teamed Sunday night (26) on the 
Gulf-Screen Guild show from New 
York, playing the leads in a 30- 
minute edition of Pinero’s ‘En- 
chanted Cottage.’ Piece about how 
love’s magic spell makes everything 
beautiful offered expansive dramatic 
scope, but even tight scripting didn’t 
succeed in dissolving the old-fash- 
ioned sentimentality of the original. 

Stars turned in smooth perform- | 
ances, heightening the emotional ap- 
peal without tugging at the tear] 
stops. Miss Hayes’ speech about how | 
even a plain woman dreams of 
beauty was touching. 


Paul Whiteman’s sponsor, Chester- 

field, joined the maestro last Wed- 
neday (22) in celebrating his 20th 
year in the band business and the 
program (CBS) was rich in the mu- 
sical fare that has over the years 
become associated with Whiteman. 
Chesterfield’s verbal tribute was de- 
livered through the program’s an- 
nouncer, Paul Douglas. Said the 
latter: ‘A young man 20 years ago 
started off with a band. During that 
time he has discovered more careers 
for people than any other man in 
the business. Congratulations, Pops, 
you have always been and will be 
the tops.’ 
Whiteman chose the occasion to 
plant for the first time in this com- 
mercial series a short version of 
‘The Rhapsody in Blue.” Heretofore, 
he had confined himself to the com- 
position’s opening strains as a 
themer. Other high spots in the 
evening’s repertoire was the band’s 
mixed arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes,’ 
Joan Edwards’ uniquely ingratiating 
treatment of ‘My Fantasy’ and the 
Modernaire’s_ lively projection of | 
‘The Hot Gavotte.’ 


George Jessel program was a 
solidly entertaining 30 minutes of | 


comedy-variety last Friday night! 
(24) for Vitalis, with Walter Con- 
nolly, Joan Edwards, Countess Ilya} 
Tolstoy and Teddy Bergman clicking | 
on various guest assignments. With | 
a way of making his nonsense sound | 
extemporaneous Jessel managed to 
extract much fun out of his material 
and whoever writes the stuff con- 
trives to catch the characteristics of 
the various visitors. All deftly done. 

Bergman contributed another of 
his goofy tangle-talk bits, Countess 


| Walter Connolly injected 
adaptation of Sinclair Lewis’ novel.,;and a couple of sly laughs 
Orson Welles played the title part} dramatic skit with Jessel, setting up 


necessary tele-|_ 
scoping, it held up strongly via the | Into the commercials. 


| Tolstoy offered a few chuckles in 
| her Christmas shopping pointers and 
| Miss Edwards whammed two son 


8s, 
Kite.’ 
sincerity 
into a 


the topper being ‘Go Fly a 


a ludicrous situation for the final 
punch, 
Ben Grauer put-lots of persuasion 


Leonard Shure offers an inviting 


‘session of piano classics from 5 to 


5:30 p.m. alternate Fridays over 
WQXR, New York. It’s particularly 
pleasant stuff amid the surrounding 
oceans of daytime serials. Even bad 
music would be acceptable then, but 
Shure ignites the ozone with color- 
ful selections vividly played, 


John Wummer and Edward Vito, 
respectively flutist and harpist with 
the NBC Symphony orchestra, 
teamed last Friday night (24) for 
15 minutes of unusual tooting and 
plunking over NBC red (WEAF). 
Agreeable in a quiet sort of contrast 
to the lineup of dance music just 
beginning at that late hour. Selec. 
tions were inclined to be melodie 
and fairly simple, and not too long, 

Session should be an attention. 
caller to the following night's sym- 
phony program. 


Orrin Tucker on a coast-to-coast 
Mutual hookup from Frisco gave out 
with forthright dansapation. Standout 
was Bonnie’ Baker's’ baby-voiced 
rendition of ‘Oh, Johnny,’ revival of 
a yesteryear pop. Miss Baker’s 
somewhat fragile voice reminds of 
Helen Kane of yore, but more curi- 
ous is the tune’s association with the 
Tucker band. It’s now seemingly 
a must request on every program but 
some of the listeners will still be 
puzzled whether Miss Baker has 
style or uncertainty. The inclina- 
tion is towards the latter conclusion, 
but for some reason it’s well attuned 
to the ‘Oh, Johnny’ doggerel; 
especially for the somewhat naughty 
inflection she gives it. 

Similarly the band’s Vocalion re- 


|ecording of the tune has stepped out 


as a best seller. 


Joe E. Howard gives CBS’ ‘Gay 
Nineties’ on Saturday evenings a 
flavor of nostalgic showmanship. 
Howard is presently doubling (in his 
seventies) between two N. Y. niteries 
of similar character, Billy Rose’s 
Diamond Horseshoe and 
own Gold Room in the Ambassador 
hotel. Air program holds swell ap- 
peal for youth and adult alike, and 
especially for those who remember 
the horse-and-buggy days in the 
theatre. 

Beatrice Kay was one of the show's 
standouts, her delivery of ‘I Don’t 
Care,’ one of Eva Tanguay’s stand- 
bys, and a comedy version of ‘After 
the Ball’ being very forte. Howard 
also sang and Mme. Ray did a swiss 
bell-ringing routine on ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling.’ Genevieve Rowe’s 
soprano was excellent, was the sing- 
ing of the male quartet, the Four 
Clubmen. 


| 


AVAILABLE for SPONSORSHIP 


RAYMOND TOMPKINS 
Top Flight Commentator 


7:30 P. M.— Mon., Wed. & Fri. 


A popular program with an enthusi- 
astic following. Talent cost: $100 
(net) weekly. 


WFBR 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
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Rotary Club Not hnocuons 


—- 


Sensation in Canada as McGill Prof. Scorches Poland, 
Chamberlain’s Pre-War Policies 


Montreal, Nov. 28. 

Local government station stepped 
{nto a heap of trouble last week 
when a McGill College prof’s speech 
at the Montreal Rotary Club was 
carried without the usual prelimi- 
nary investigation as to nature of 
proposed talk. Expecting the type 
of innocuous material common to 
professorial addresses, CBC asked no 
questions. Instead of playing straight 
man, Prof. Adair turned in a bell- 


ringing denunciation of Poland's 
treatment of minorities combined 
with a crack at Chamberlain’s 
‘stupid’ pre-war policy which 


prought a flock of complaints from 
the dailies and listeners. 

To top it off the regular Berlin 
short-wave broadcasters hastened to 
capitalize on Adair’s speech, quoting 
portions of it in English. The Berlin 
short-wave broadcast further infuri- 
ated local listeners and more criti- 
cism of original speech followed. 

CBC has passed a law of some 
kind about it and, for good measure, 
js enforcing a regulation that per- 
mission for all talks for charitable 
or Red Cross funds must first be ob- 
tained from the Government. 


DETROIT STATIONS 
STAND OFF RAP 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 

Radio biz here hasn’t been ma- 
terially affected by the long Chry- 
sler-CIO strike as yet, but pinch will 
be on from here in as stores hold off 
or trim Christmas advertising bud- 
gets. Strike, which has kept 150,000 
idle directly or indirectly, is now in 
its eighth week. 

Settlement of the dispute soon is 
expected to release plenty of pent-up 
coin for ozone bally but annual holi- 
day season outlay isn’t likely to ap- 
proach previous years for the simple 
reason that local stores, doing a large 
share of their. cash and instalment 
biz with auto workers, can’t hope to 
rake in anything near normal with 
millions of dollars in payrolls going 
by the boards weekly. Booming biz 
in other plants here can’t offset the 
loss to Chrysler workers, corpora- 
tion’s dealer outlets, et al. 

National spot biz hasn’t shown any 
appreciable decline since the Chry- 
sler ‘slow-down’ started first week of 
October and isn’t expected to do so 
unless the dispute runs longer than 
expected. Ditto on network sales. 
Moreover, locally-placed biz has held 
up much better than anticipated 
through the first seven weeks of the 
strike, the small proportion of ac- 
counts lost being made up for by 
time bought by the disputants in a 
battle of ‘who’s demanding what of 
whom.’ Bulk of the CIO biz went to 
WMBC and WJBK, indie stations 
which in the past few weeks have 
carried half-hour programs six days 
a week. 

Effort made by local stations to 
keep sales on even keel during the 
strike is typified by WJBK promo- 
tional activities, which resulted in a 
record volume during October. Sta- 
tion sent out 1,500 telegrams over 
period of 13 days to 98 advertising 
agency account execs and key men 
in all department stores. Telegrams 
dealt with programs available and 
general sales talk. 


NEW 
DETROIT 
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+ 


‘Dr. Susan’ Takes 


Lever Bros. ‘Life and Loves of! 
Dr. Susan’ serial folds on CBS Dec. 
29 after 46 consecutive weeks. 

Program plugs Lux and is pro- 
duced by the J. Walter Thompson 
agency. 


WROK, Sp’field, to MBS 


WROK, Springfield, IJl., joins Mu- 
tual net Dec. 1. Operates on 1,000 
watts day, 500 night on 1,410 kilo- 
cycles. 

Outlet is affiliated with Rockford 
Morning Star and Register Repub- 
lican, 


Staff Scroll to Bill Fay 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 

WHAM staff gave surprise party 
for Manager William Fay on 10th 
anniversary of his regime. Gave 
him a parchment scroll. 

Guests included E. A, Hanover, v. 
p. of Stromberg-Carlson which owns 
the station. 


Radio Maps Fight 


Continued from page 25 


strength with groups demanding a 
constantly-increasing share of its 
growing revenues. At the same time, 
more cautious leaders wonder if 
radio can win public support by de- 
fying the musicians and possibly 
precipitating a strike. Idea has been 
expressed that, with careful handling 
of the public relations angles, radio 
can win general listener sympathy, 
but there is nothing like unanimous 
accord on this point. 

Reason for alarm lies in the fact 
that numerous individuals who have 
been heaving political rocks at 
broadcasting for several years would 
seize upon flat turn-down of the 
AFM as another opportunity to make 
capital out of the alleged ‘greed’ of 
the ‘radio trust.’ 

What the FCC might do is another 
conundrum. While the Commish 
strictly has no concern over labor re- 
lations of licensees, there is some ap- 
prehension that the hard-boiled ele- 
ment on the regulatory body would 
raise the question whether the in- 
dustry is serving ‘public interest’ by 
taking a position which may lead to 
curtailment, if not cessation, of serv- 
ice. This is deemed far-fetched, but, 
in view of the crack-down proclivi- 
ties of certain New Deal appointees, 
not beyond possibility. 


Fraudulent Television Stock Charge 


To Be Tried In New York Dec. 27 


lies in the chance that at the last 
moment some bloc would lose heart 
and capitulate. Then the rest would 
have no alternative but to sign up on 
Weber's terms. 


Doing a Custer 


Feeling is obvious that radio must 
do a Custer pretty soon. With sev- 
eral groups wanting a bigger slice, 
notably American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers and the 
musicians, with American Federation 


of Radio Artists apparently marking | 


time before using the ultimatum 
method, and with the transcription 
wing counting on the courts to as- 
sure Royalty payments for platters, 
there must be an end sometime. Par- 
ticularly if broadcasters are to pay a 
huge share of the bill for developing 
television and international service, 
besides losing income via the NAB 
code restrictions. 


The important question mark is 
hitched to strategy. It will be better 
to surrender and wait for a better 
time for the tug-of-war, in the minds 
of several leaders, than to take a 
gamble and lose in the present dan- 


Danger in trying to call the AFM |; gerous situation. 


State of New York versus the Gold 
Star Radio & Television Corp., 
Charles Henry Davis, Jr., David E. 
Forsyth, William L. Shelton, and 
Arthur E. King, goes to trial Dec. 27, 
N. Y. supreme court justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora will preside. 


Action claims misrepresentation in 
the sale of stock, and seeks to re- 
strain the sale. The corporation was 
formed in April, 1937, for the pur- 
pose of building one or more radio 
and television broadcasting stations. 
Two classes of stock were to be is- 
sued, Class A in 100,000 shares at $5 


| par per share, and 10,000 shares of 


Class B, no par value voting stock. 

t is alleged that shortly thereafter, 
Davis, the president, was given all 
the Class B for virtually no con- 
sideration, and the public was sold 
the Class A at $6.25 a share. Numer- 
ous misleading statements are also 
charged to the defendants. 


George T. Case has joined WTMV, 
East St. Louis, as program director. 
He comes from WING, Dayton, 
where he was program director and 
production manager. 


STATEMENT 


POLICY 


WLW average weekly 
audience in 25 urban markets— 


listening 


We have now completed our first urban 


analysis. 


Cincinnati, Ohio........... 51.8% 
Charleston, W. Va. .......-36.8% 
Columbus, Ohio. ..........39.6% 
Dayton, Ohio.............49%.9% 
Fort Wayne, Ind. .......... 34.7% 
Indianapolis, Ind. :....... .. 33.8% 
Lexington, Ky. 47.2% 
53.0% 
11.3% 
62.4% 
Newark, Ohio.::........ . 69.2% 
Springfield, Ohio.......... 63.9% 
Anderson, Ind. ........... 70.8% 
Huntington, W. Va. ....... 50.2% 
Ironton, O., & Ashland, Ky..54.1% Ing through these studies. 
Marion, Ind..... 55.0% 
48.8% 
Portsmouth, Ohio..........47.6% 
Zanesville, Ohio..::....... 45.2% 
Terre Haute, Ind. .......... 31.7% 
Richmond, Ind. ............ 73.4% 
Bloomington, Ind. :::....... 51.1% 
Mansfield, Ohio.:......... 54.2% 
Lancaster, Ohio......... 56.4% 


AVERAGE FOR 
25 MARKETS.... 


6600600 


* ABC Trading Zone Areas as listed in Standard Rate and Data. 


We believe that the Industry will agree that the sample of 25 
separate coincidental surveys made In cities with an aggregate 


trading zone population of 6,765,079* is adequate. 


We expect to continue at regular intervals a re-auditing of listen- 


ing habits in WLW-land using these same cities as a base. 


We feel that the degree to which we can Improve our service 


Increases with the exactness of the knowledge we are accumulat- 


We do not think of WLW only In terms of its huge number of 
strictly-urban listeners, but, In these test cities alone, we definitely 


know what we are doing among 6,765,079* people. 
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Several Different Ways to Win Cash 


Hudson Coal Show Loaded With Money Appeal 


to Audience 


Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 28. 

‘Musical Memories,’ half-hour with 
L:endt Trio & Mahr, sponsored by 
Hudson Coal will, on hitting the air 
vi. WGY Dec. 5, carry biggest cash 
giveaways of any program yet staged 
in this zone. All phases of contest 
are based on skill or memory. Any 
fan submitting a popular song of past 
30 years which Landt Trio fails, to 
complete satisfaction of judges and 


,song was published, author's name, | 


theme use on radio, ete. 
here will receive $5. 
Dialers also may shoot at prizes 
for remembering brief advertising 
slogans of sponsor, this to be done on 
coming to studio the following week. 
They will be able to win $15 for re- 
calling three, $10 for 
for one. 
Seotch on number of awards, mak- 


Winners | 


two and $5, 
Coal company is not to be | 


Ever-Reliable Radio 


Dallas, Nov. 28. 

Radio helped a college get a 
student last week. 

Situation came about when 
WFAA broadcast a story appear- 
ing in the Dallas News that 
North Texas State Teachers Col- 
lege had 2,999 students enrolled, 
wished it had another. 

Geraldine Camp’s father wired 
her tuition, sent her off to school. 


Chamber of Comm. Bids 
For Gainesville Station 


Gainesville, Nov. 28. 


_dow a miniature broadcast, with ani- 
' mated caricatures of NBC personal- 


DEPT. STORE CHARMED | 


“NBC Wins a Smile From Aleof | 


'ities presenting a ten-minute *pro- | 


‘and gesticulate according 


Establishment 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 


Although San Francisco depart- 
ment stores have never been cor- 
dial to radio, Emporium, town’s 
biggest, has installed in a store win- 


gram.’ Something of a technical | 
masterpiece that took three months | 
to build at the O’Dee Studios here | 
the display shows KGO-KPO person- 
alities (in rubber-faced miniatures) 
that speak, sing, stand and sit, mouth 
to their 
The | 


respective parts in the show. 


MORE 
STATIONS 
BEGINS 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 

Following the FCC's recognition o¢ 
stations KTUL, WIRE and KLO in 
their get-together on power allot. 
ment, Jack Stewart of KCMO, Kan. 
sas City, stated that several stations 
on 1450 kilocycles will offer similar 
cooperative agreements to the Fed. 
eral board in a request for power in- 


is action and lip movement of the cos- 
: whic. ing the questions easy enough to This north Georgia burg (pop, ac 
studio audience, to sing, hum, whis dus cikkars ateilc 8,624) has filed application. before tumed performers is coordinated by 


tle or play, will be paid $10. 
Another portion of program, on 
wi.ich a hitch is reported because of 
NBC's doubt whether it can be done 
without the possibility of running 
into some music rights violations, 
calls for spontaneous submission by 
visuals of song titles. If the experts 
can't do the number, the suggestee is 
to receive $5, with the fan having 
chance to earn an additional five spot 
by going to the mike to chirp, hum 


WGRC's Gift Mine 
Louisville, Nov. 28. 

WGRC preoccupied presently 
with giveaways including almost 
everything short of a grand piano. | 
For example, one 30-minute morning | 
show (participation), called) 
‘Turkey a Day,’ in addition to the 
national bird, sponsors reward lucky 
listeners with silverware, jewelry, 


is 


or whistle selection. A third sec- clothing, and many other items of | 
tion of broadcasts will bring the merchandise. On the Treasure Chest’ | 
Landts into action for attempts to program, prizes are hams, choice of | 


stump audience. Volunteers must be 


: a dress, shoes, watches, electric toast- | 
able to name approximate year a 


ers, percolators, etc. | 

Half hour stanza, twice weekly, for | 
Pepsi-Cola, averaged 266 winners, | 
each of whom received two cartons | 


of the beverage. Program requires | 


FCC for permit to operate station. 
Chamber of Commerce is behind 
move. Henry H. Estes, prez of 
chamber, signed application in be- 
half of group seeking permit. 
Action followed questionnaire sent 
out by civic body asking member- 


ship if they would be interested in. 


investing in a local station, locally 


/owned, and interested in advertising 
| through such a station. 


There were 
22 replies indicating interest in in- 
vestment and 37 stating they would 
buy time, Estes reported. 

A current bulletin issued by C. of 

stated: 

‘It is felt that with the co-opera- 
tion of Brenau, Riverside (colleges 


in Gainesville), the high school, the, 


mills, and other organizations 


as- 


creases. 

KCMO was recently granted per- 
mission to increase to 5,000 watts 
daytime and with other stations on 


sound stimulus as well as mechan- 
ical devices. From a record, previ- 
ously cut by the performers repre- | 
sented in the display, the program is, its wavelength will ask that this be 
heard and the action controlled. jextended to night time. WGAR, 
Those who saw the mechanical) Cleveland, and WHOM, Jersey City, 
marvel before it went into the Em-| 8re already in agreement on the plan, 
porium window for five-week run| WAGA, Atlanta, Ga, and KTBS, 
voted it a cinch breaker-downer of Shreveport, La., are considering, but 
‘almost any department store unless 4'® faced with technical difficulties, 
dead to all enterprise. | Step would involve installation of 
Drawing tens of thousands to directional antennae, KCMO now 
store’s doorway, and effectively pub- | )@Ving only one in use of the group, 
licizing local NBC talent, the piece | 4Ssociated stations are agreed upon 
may also serve to bring Frisco de-/| this step and L. C. Sigmon, KCMO 
partment stores and radio closer to-| chief engineer, is already working 
gether. Broadcasters hereabouts| With engineers of the other stations 
have been attempting to establish | in furnishing the necessary informa. 
for years that radio is a good me-| #0N. 
dium for stores, but with almost no) 
success, 


Step has been under way for sev- 
eral weeks and application is to be 


10 phones to receive the calls, and 
phone company reported that around 


Just off 


|sured, programs of outstanding im-, 


| portance will be rendered.’ 


The miniature broadcast, exact in| 


filed promptly. KGCX, Wolf Point, 
Mont., and WSAR, Fall River, Mass., 


every detail, is the brain child of | 


the Press! 


Business In 


BALTIMORE 


December issue now being mailed to 
51M) retailers in the Baltimore area, 


IN THIS ISSUE— 


EUGENE G. GRACE— 


of Bethlehem Steel 
reports of more 
22,000 men in Baltimore and average 
30% ahove 1929. 


Corp. 
than 


president 


employment 
wages 


HARTLEY R. JENKINS— 


analyzes prospects of rural income 


for 1940. 


BALTIMORE RETAILERS— 


predict this will be greatest Christmas 
buying season in 10 years, 


CAMPAIGNS— 


of program and announcement adver- 
tisers are publicized in this issue, 
Local and national spot advertisers 
programs on WBAL 
than on the two other major Balti- 
more stations combined— 


place more 


BECAUSE 
THEY 
KNOW— 


| purposes. 


| individual outlet’s coverage. 


#00 calls were lost, due to inability | 
to handle. 


P&G Cash for Boxtops 


Procter & Gamble is now direct- 
ing its sales appeal through the 
churches. 


| 
fering 4c each for boxtops turned | 


collectively by the members of 
i church, with the understanding that | + 
money goes strictly for church | + 
The program on which} 


this drive is being made is ‘The 


| Goldbergs’ and the campaign is for 
| Christmas. 


NEW COVERAGE 


MAPS BY NBC 


NBC is furnishing its affiliated sta- 


tion with new sets of maps showing | 
what the network considers as the | 


Copies 
o: these maps are also being dis- 
tributed among the network’s sales- 
men, but with the understanding that 
they will not be left with advertisers 
or agencies. NBC wants to avoid 
being placed in the ticklish position 
of having to take sides in any cover- 


| age dispute between two of its affi- 


liates in the same town, 

T) issuance of these local maps 
usually precedes the release by NBC 
to agencies and advertisers of com- 
posite coverage maps for the red and 
blue networks. 


Vox Pop on Choo-Choo 


Wally Butterworth and. Parks 
Johnson will get out of town Dec. 7. 
One-timer for Vox Pop will be from 
the Union station in Washington, 
D. C., as a stunt aboard the Silver 
Meteor. 

It’s 
CBS. 


AMILY BRINGS YOU MORE | 


AUGHTER TEARS sno LEART-THROBS 


FILL 


_ Presented by lvory Soap - 99/100 


| IN... 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY tats | 


| NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 ®. M. EST 
COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


| director, to Coast for about two weeks biz.... 


Milt Samuel, _KGO-KPO publicity | 
manager. Al Dinsdale was director, 
Cyril Miller animation and sound! 
engineer, and Laurie Hollings pro- 
, duction manager. 


Sumner Granby, from WCOP, Bos- 
toi, has added to announcing staff 
at WCAE, Pittsburgh, replacing Bob 
McKee, 


' 


From the Production Cenires 


IN NEW YORK... | 


Katharine Seymour and Laurence Hammond collaborating on scripting | 
assignments for Transamerican...Ranald R. MacDougall scripting 60-min- 
ute dramatic show, tentatively titled, “The Man Who Was Christmas,’ for | 
sustainer airing Dec. 24 over NBC blue. 

Dick Porter, v.p. of Stack-Goble’s New York office, is traveling with the | 
Horace Heidt band for its ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ broadcasts from St. Louis and Los | 
Angeles. While on the Coast Porter will also give the o.0. to the ‘Sherlock | 
Holmes’ series which his agency has on the air for Bromo-Quinine.... | 
Benson Inge, who did feature writing for the N. Y. World-Telegram and | 
the Herald Trib, has joined Benton & Bowles’ publicity staff. 

Elwyn J. Rowell, of the U. S. Agricultural Marketing Service, in New 
York to arrange a phase of the Farm and Home program....Nate Tufts, 
Mac Benhoff, Sid Zalinka now supplementing Gene Conrad and Jerry | 
Devine as writers for Tommy Riggs-Quaker Oats program.... 

Lucy Monroe made the hurdles for the Chicago Civic Opera in an audi- 
tion of less than five minutes....Jason Whitney listened....Phil Lord’s | 
Bernard L. Schubert marries next week and goes to Florida....Budd | 
Hulick (Stoopnagle and Budd) played a lead on ‘Mr, District Attorney’ 
last Sunday (26), his dramatic debut....William Lewis, CBS program 


; 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
> 


Charley Kemper option picked up for Tommy Riggs’ show....Ear] Glade, | 
of KSL, Salt Lake City, in N. Y.....Gus Haenschen, radio pioneer, ticks 
off 15th year in biz this weekend. Now on Pet Milk, which has 54 CBS 
stations, but not WABC....Frank Hummert’s health improved. 


_ U.S. Marine Band back on the NBC blue Thursday with Taylor Branson | 


for Penn Tobacco and over, 


' days. re - Dinning Sisters replace Vagabonds on same stanza’s Saturday | 
_frolic....That’s David Dole doing the animals on Harold Betts’ Doggy Dan | 


.+..players include John Hodiak, Hazel Dopeide, Clarence Hartzell, Lau- | 
, rette Fillbrandt, Allen Franklin,...Betty Arnold into ‘Guiding Light.’ | 


IN HOLLYWOOD... | 


| Orson Welles tackling ‘Lost Horizon’ Dec. 3 with Sigrid Gurie femming 


lulu, sailing back home after four months’ tour of the mainland. y 


still on podium....cancels a Norman Cloutier shot. 


Dave Elman trained west to guest at hobby exhibits in Des Moines to- | 


day (Wednesday) and Milwaukee tomorrow....George White guests on 
| Benay Venuta’s first program on WOR Friday night (1). Formerly on 
Sundays....Ted Steel's Novachord started weekly sponsored bit for | 
| Regents Cigar on WOR Friday (24) 10:45-11 p.m.....Zeke Manners to| 
Coast Friday (24) for visit home....Jerry Danzig of WOR back from | 
| Coast....Kate Smith reveals her annual all-collegiate football team se- 
| lected with the help of the nation’s coaches on her program Dec. 8. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Roy Shield, NBC central music director, off on an Arkansas duck hunt 
...-Elenor Yorke, ether performer, has turned poet, and some of her | 
rhymes will be used by Tony Wons on his Hall Printing show... .Bertha | 
Curran of the NBC educational department and O. W. Neuwerth, produc- 
| tion director for the Radio Council of the Chicago Board of Education set 

for wedding late in Dec.....Sid Strotz, NBC central chieftain. arranged to | 
| Sive Women’s Advertising Club of Chicago demonstration of how a radio. 

show is sold....Otto Ward, of the Hoosier Hot Shots, recouping after ap- 
| pendectomy....June Travis has joined the cast of ‘Arnold Grimm's 
Daughter.’ 


Cadets quartet replace Morin Sisters on Breakfast Club for NBC Mon- 


romp for Red Heart....‘Home Town, Unincorporated’ has Virginia Verrill, | 
Wayne VanDyne, George Barnes. Bob Ballantine, Marlin Hurt and con- 
ductor Bob Trendler....Charles Gussman is authoring ‘Lil Abner’ for NBC | 


It was option lifting time last week for C. B. DeMille and Lou Silvers | 
(Lux) and John Scott Trotter (Kraft)..,.National Lead Co. bought Tom | 
Breneman’s quizzer, Answer Auction, for airing on KNX....Rush Hughes | 
doing week of broadcasting for Langendorf Pictorial in Frisco,...Charlie 
Vanda back at KNX after three weeks’ cruise down Panama way.... 


the lead....Lewis Allen Weiss general chairman of this year’s Institute | 
of Radio at University of Southern California....Bill Morrow on the re- | 
ceiving end of a divorce action....Knox Manning got a fan letter from! 
Mark Hellinger....Don Gilman hosting Loring Thurston of KGU, Hono- 


have indicated no desires in the mat- 
ter. 


Entertainment .. . Programming ..- 
news and sporting events—these are 
some of the reasons why CECE is the 
MOST LISTENED - TO atation fa 
Canada’s metropolis. That is why, 
year after year, National advertisers 
are quick to renew contracts, 


CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
Owned and Operated by 
CANADIAN MARCONI 
COMPANY 
NBC Affiliate 


Representatives: 


CANADA U.S.A. 


All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Company 


dominates a 
BI-LINGUAL 
AUDIENCE 


1,000,000 
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John Shepard Fights for Privacy Of 
Payroll at Boston Investigation 


Boston, Nov. 28. 

Biggest development last week in 
Boston's so-called ‘radio war,’ be- 
¢ween John Shepard and the Maurice 
Flynn camp, was tax commissioner 
William X. Long’s withdrawal of his 
approval of the incorporation of the 
Mayflower Broadcasting Co. which 
is battling Shepard's station WAAB 
pefore the FCC examiner for al- 
Jotment of the Colonial network 
station’s wave band. 

Long stated that he had withdrawn 
his approval of the new company 
because of ‘misrepresentation.’ He 


said: ‘I find they didn’t have any 
money. They didn’t have any prop- 
erty. They had nothing of value.’ 


Notificaion was sent to execs of 
Mayflower Co. as well as to secre- 
tary of state Frederick W. Cook. 
Long's decision came at the end of 
the week during which John Shep- 


ard, 3d, head of the Yankee and carton of throat lozengers, together 


Colonial regional webs, had been 
subjected to lengthy cross-examina- 


tion. 


| 


| 


It was followed on Saturday nouncers. 


by attorney general Paul A. Dever, | 


moving in State Supreme Court the ctaft of the Yankee Network and 
to have the revocation of the May- | makes her debut on ‘Tone Tapes- 


flower certificate ordered. 
FCC hearings at federal court 
were adjourned over week-end after 


trial examiner George P. Porter, of | 


the FCC, denied a WAAB motion 
that the proceedings be ended al- 
together. Porter had also refused 
to allow the Mayflower company to 
call former mayor Richard M. Rus- 
sell, of Cambridge, as a witness in 
regard to the attorney general’s su- 
preme court procedure. 

Earlier in the week, it was re- 
vealed that tax abatements which 
were denied under the administra- 
tions of mayors James M. Curley 
and Frederick W. Mansfield were ob- 
tained by the Shepard stores under 
the administration of Mayor Maurice 
J. Tobin. So testified former pres- 
ident of the now closed department 
store. 

Total amount of the abatements 
was placed at $105,000 by attorney 
James Gum, counsel for the May- 
flower Broadcasting Co. Then yes- 
terday (Monday) attorney Paul D. 
P, Spearman, counsel for WAAB, 
called Mayor Tobin to the stand in 
rebuttal. When questioned, Tobin 
testified that he had never talked 
over these tax abatements with 
Shepard and that the whole matter 
had rested in the hands of the Board 
of Assessors. He said that there 
were many such cases pending, some 
since 1932, and the city had decided 
to get rid of them. The city tried 


(Continued on page 35) 


Pillsbury Uses Polish 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 


Pillsbury Flour is reaching De- 
troit’s Polish market through series 
of 15-minute daily skits over WJBK. 
Seventy-eight episodes are being 
written and presented in Polish by 
dramatic group at station, while 
window streamers in 844 Detroit 
groceries are ballying shows. Deal 
set by Hutchinson, Minneapolis. 

Ethel Berman, formerly of WTOL, 
Toledo, has joined WJBK’s staff as 
continuity writer aid publicity di- 
rector. 


Peterson Kurtzer’s Job 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Peterson Kurtzer joins the Inter- 
National Radio Sales office here on 
special selling assignments under 
Ralph Well. 

Kurtzer was previously with the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert and Kas- 
tor agencies. 
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Flashes From Boston 


Boston, Nov. 28. 


Having read in VARIETY examples 
of the rhymed jingles WBZ traffic 
manager Gordon Swan used to show- 
manize his weathercasts, commercial 
manager Kingsley Horton of WEEI 
wrote Swan a letter of congratula- 
tions for making a prosaic subject 
interesting. 

Bob Freeman, ex-WEEI announcer 
who resigned to give full time to his 
band, returns to the air with the 
band playing over that station Sat- 
urday nights from the Brown Derby. 

WBZ sportscaster Bob Evans gets 
no Florida vacation this year because 
he will broadcast all Bruins hockey 
games. 

John McNamara received a huge 


with an unsigned letter suggesting 
that he pass them on to WBZ an- 


Muriel Daniels, lyric soprano, joins 


tries,’ 

Harold E. Fellowes, WEEI man- 
ager, spoke before the Junior Adver- | 
tising Club Thursday. 

Henry W. Lundquist joins WEEI 
staff this week as script writer, un- 
der Lloyd G. Del Castillo. 


RCA-NBC Television 


Wednesday, Nov. 29 
2:30-2:45—Louise Irwin, body 
building exercises. 
2:45—Film, ‘Ski Trails of New 
France.’ 
2:55—Film, 
phony.’ 
3:05—Film, ‘The West Indies.’ 
3:15-3:30—Facts and Fancies, 
with Alice Maslin. 
8:30-9:30—Fashion Prevue of 
the Television Ball by Milgrim; 
McClelland Barclay, artist, and 
Betty Goodwin; Rodeo Ramblers, 
Terry Harris. 
Thursday, Nov. 30 


‘Russian Sym- 


2:30—Film, ‘A New Adven- 
ture.’ 

3:15-3:30—Film, ‘Atlantic Holi- 
day.’ 


8:30-10—Film, ‘Mayerling,’ with 
Charles Boyer, Danielle Dar- 
rieux. 
. Friday, Dec. 1 

2:30-3:30—Film, ‘Harlem Rides 
the Range,’ with Herbert Jeffrey, 
Artie Young and Clarence 
Brooks. 

8:30-9:45—‘Rovdsty,’ by Martin 
Berkeley, with Russell Hardie, 
Andy Donnelly, Anthony Ross, 
Kate Warriner and Helen Ray. 


John T. Vorpe Quits 


Cleveland, Nov. 28. 
John T.,Vorpe resigned last week 
from WHK-WCLE, for which he was 
advertising and publicity director for 
about seven years. 
Formerly head of twin-stations’ con- 
tinuity and program departments. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


WOR's latest work of promotional art, ‘Hand to Mouth,’ deals with the 
findings of a survey it angeled among grocers and supermarkets in New 
York City and the outer New York trading area last March. It covered 
322 grocers. The book states that over 50% of the grocers questionnaired 
had sets in their stores and that their first.and second choice of media 
gave radio 60% and newspapers 14% on an established product and 61% 
for radio and 25% newspapers for the introduction of a new product. On 
the point of station preferences for a food plug the grocers’ chvices were 
as follows: WABC, 17%; WOR, 15%; WEAF, 6%, and WJZ, 4%. The 
Grocery Laboratory, sales checking organization, did the job. 


; Young & Rubicam currently has three men handling its spot broadcast- 
ing accounts, namely, Ralph Starr Butler, Jr., Joe Holmes and Russell 
Young, with the trio coming under the supervision of Carlos Franco, head 
of station relations for the agency. Under the new arrangement Holmes 
spends most of his time out in the field contacting stations on local pro- 
grams and other matters. If he hears something worth while Holmes 
shoots a transcription of it into the agency and if it’s okayed he’s on the 
spot to close the deal. 


C. E. Hooper survey of the week of Nov. 8-15 shows Jack Benny running 
ahead of the Chase & Sanborn coffee hour for the first time. Rating this 
checkup got Benny was 34.4%, whereas the C & S stanza drew 34.2%. 

Same checkup shows the NBC-red responsible for eight out of the first 
10 leading programs, with Columbia and the blue splitting the other two 
between them. Lux Theatre (No. 3) is the lone CBS stanza and Walter 
Winchell (No. 6) is the blue representative. 


Final barrier in the way of Broadcast Music, Inc., stock salesmen was 
knocked down Wednesday (22) when the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion made effective the resgistration statement filed by the N. A. B. pub- 
lishing enterprise. Final consent to seeking funds for the venture came 
within 48 hours after the N. A. B. submitted minor amendments to the 
original papers. 


WGY, Schenectady, which has been winner or runnerup for several 
years among NBC-operated stations with the lowest lost-time mark, was 
silenced for 13 minutes and 40 seconds at supper hour Nov. 25. ‘Dead’ 
period was caused by short circuiting of a high-voltage rectifier trans- 
mitter. 


1 am depending on KVOR as one of the most effective mediums of reach- 
ing the public. It is gratifying to see our machinery working full time 
and KVOR is due much credit as it had the responsibility of most of our 
advertising progrem—Johnie Foust, Dr. Pepper Bottling Company. 


KVOR 


THR OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO.: 


WHY, Oxtanoma Crrv KLZ, Denver (Affiliated Menagement) BY THe Kats AcEncy, Inc. 


KVOR does MORE than “‘cover’’ 
---it PENETRATES its market! 


@ Coverage, says Webster, is the portion of a group or of a 
community reached by a particular advertising medium. 
KVOR offers more than coverage for KVOR does more than 
reach or extend out fo the cities in its listening area. A better 
word is penetration, for surely KVOR enjoys the faculty for 
entering or piercing its market area. 

Reduced to people and dollars, KVOR’s market is 219,007 
people who spend nearly $54,000,000 a year in its retail stores. 
People in Castle Rock, in Canon City, in Walsenburg, in Pueblo 
enjoy KVOR’s entertainment, respond to KVOR’s product ex- 
ploitation with an enthusiasm equal to that in KVOR’s home 
town, Colorado Springs. 

Giddings, Inc., Colorado Springs department store, for in- 
stance, after three years on KVOR, writes: “It is not uncom- 
mon for us to complete many orders from Cripple Creek, 
Canon City, Pueblo and many other cities as a direct result of 
our KVOR advertising.” And Waymire Clothing Company 
testifies: “We have used daily advertisements over KVOR the 
past two and a half years and have been advised of its far- 
reaching effects by customers who come from outlying terri- 
tories and nearby towns as well as from customers in our own 
city who have heard our advertisements.” 

Evidence is abundant on all sides that KVOR is the home 
station of Southern Colorado. The way into the homes of this 
Pikes Peak region is through its home station. 


We bought KVOR program to convince the public of our superior service 
—and it has worked. In the face of price cuts, which we did not meet, 
nothing has fortified us so well; nothing has carried the letter and spirit of 
our message so completely as KVOR.—Orvil Potts, Ideal Cleaners. 


THe OKLAHOMAN & Times THE FARMER-STOCKMAN MISTLETOR EXPRESS 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


Inside Stuff—Music 


What Abe Olman, now general manager for Robbins Music Corp., calls 


a ‘bedroom rendition’ of his 1917 song hit, ‘Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny, How | 


You Can Love,’ is an unexpected windfall for Fred Forster, the Chicago 
music publisher, himself and for the estate of Ed Rose, his late collaborator 
on the tune. Bonnie Baker, vocalist with Orrin Tucker's band, now in San 
Francisco, is credited solely for the unexpected revival which may hit 
250,000 copy sales. Their Vocalion waxing is already a best seller in the 
same surprise category as ‘Old Man Mose.’ Sales to date have hit 100,000. 


Another Forster song hit of yesteryear, ‘Missouri Waltz,’ is likewise en- | 


joying a revival, and there are many others. Olman cites his own 17-year- 
old daughter with the case of ‘What Can I Say After I Say I’m Sorry’ 
(Feist) and ‘I Cried for You’ (Miller), both companies affiliated with Rob- 
bins, and both of which songs have been recently revived. To the Olman 
lass, representing a new generation, these ballads were both brand new. 
That's the explanation for ‘Oh Johnny,’ according to Olman, plus the fact 
that the rendition is rather unique. 

Incidentally it was 1917 that Olman and his present boss, Jack Robbins, 
but then an apprentice plugger under Olman, traveled from coast to coast 
exploiting ‘Johnny into a 1,000,000-copy hit (a Woolworth special at a 
dime in those days, however). 


Accurate Reporting Service has returned to its system of not including 
a tune in its plug resume unless a full chorus of the number had been 
broadcast. Checking outfit recently departed from this strict line of de- 
marcation and allowed numbers that had all but a line or two played to get 
into the count until several professional men started to clamor about being 
omitted even though the number in question had but half a chorus, tacked 
on to the end of a sustaining band pickup. It was decided to resume the 
old counting method rather than encounter any more arguments of this 
type. 


The Italian Book Co., Inc., and Edward B. Marks Music Corp. have 
settled their differences out of the N.Y. federal court, and the Italian com- 
pany’s action for an injunction and an accounting was dropped yesterday 
(Tues.). Action claimed the unauthorized publication of a song of the 
plaintiffs entitled, ‘Tango delle Rose.’ 

The plaintiff claimed to have published the song in a book entitled, ‘Col- 
lection of Italian and Neapolitan Songs for Mandolin’ in 1928. The disputed 
publication was done in 1932, in French, Italian, Spanish and English. 


‘Boy Meets Horn,” novelty trumpet number featured by the Duke El- 
lington band’s Rex Stewart, was written by both of them over a year ago. 
Benny Goodman recentiy recorded it for Columbia, the only recording 
outside of Ellingtons. Stewart has used it in stage shows with the Elling- 
ton band continually since its inception, getting the unusual notes he plays 
via a ‘half-cocked valve.’ Chris Griffin trumpeted for Goodman's version. 

The coming ‘Young Man With a Horn’ play, saga of Bix Biederbecke, 
is causing Mills Music to give the Ellington-Stewart ‘Horn’ a current plug. 


It was in the choir loft of a little college chapel that in 1911, F. Dudleigh | 


Vernor, Detroit organist, composed the still popular ‘Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi.’ Sentimental tune got a sentimental tieup this week. A new organ 
console went into Michigan’s Albion College remodeled chapel. The old 
organ on which tune was written was moved down the street into house 
of Albion chapel of Sigma Chi Fraternity. 


‘The Silver Jubilee of the Blues’ has been set for celebration next March | 


2-9. Edward Laska, himself a songwriter, is handling the stunt to honor 
the 25th anniversary of W. C. Handy’s ‘St. Louis Blues’ and tie it in with 
a memorial tribute to George Gershwin. 

George M. Cohan is honorary chairman of the event, and a host of show 
biz and music names head sundry committees. 


A couple of Memphis boys have beaten Tin Pan Alley to the punch 
with a war song in reverse called ‘Stay Home,’ martial in tempo but nat- 
ural in lyrics. Written by Hugh Mooney, one-time Broadwayite, now ex- 
perting on income tax matters here, and Jack Morgan, of local radio row. 

Hasn't been placed yet, Mooney and Morgan angling for a local radio 
introduction first. 


Abner Silver’s new book on ‘How to Write and Sell a Popular Song’ has 
quite a few inside laughs for the trade. He’s grouped them under the 
captions of ‘How amateurs drive professionals crazy’; ‘How publishers 
drive writers crazy’ and ‘How bandleaders drive publishers crazy.’ 


TUNES OF THE TIMES 


TOP SONGS ENDORSED BY TOP LEADERS 


Radio's Biggest Song Success! 


| LILACS IN THE RAIN 


Lyric by Mitchell Parish Music by Peter De Rose 


A New, Powerful Ballad! 


| THIS CHANGING WORLD | 


Lyric by Harold Adamson Music by Dana Suesse 


A Fast-Moving Rhythm Hit! 


SMARTY PANTS 


Music by Walter Donaldson 


Lyric by Johnny Mercer 


This Year's Gayest Party Song! 


DOWN IN THE ALLEY 
AND OVER THE FENCE 


by the writers of "The Man With The Mandolin” 


Rapidly Rising To Hitdom Heights! | 


A TABLE IN A CORNER 


Lyric by Sam Coslow Music by Dana Suesse | 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION, 799 Seventh Ave., New York 
MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 


| Band Reviews 


! 
“VINCENT BURNS (1°) 
' Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. ; 

Booked into this spot after a half, 
‘year of theatre dates, this outfit of- 
| fers a pleasing mixture of music and | 
| entertainment Occasionally these 
solid jivists blast due, perhaps, to 
| their well-developed stage style com- 
bined with the propelling acoustics 
‘of the quarter-shell in which they | 
work here. 

There are four saxes. four brass | 

land three rhythm, with Burns at 
'baton. The sax section is well-syn- 
chronized and has good intonation. 
The two trumpets and two trom- 
bones have a solid attack. 
' Most vocals are taken by trumpet 
|ride man Dick Shebe. with three 
trombones (a saxist doubling) blend- 
ing well for some effective shadings. 
Their ‘Poor Butterfly’ arrangement 
feptures four clarinets in colorful 
effect. 

Alton Dean (Al) Landers HI de- 
livers plenty of virtuosity on tenor 
sax and in scat sung choruses. dem- 
onstratine both talents on ‘Basin St. 
Blues.” Two good choral numbers 
bv the entire ensemble are ‘Girl of 
My Dreams’ and ‘Sheik of Araby.’ 
the latter featuring some precise 
brass pyramids. 

Arrangements are by pianist Don 
Starr, who writes in frequent solo 
spots for trumveter Freddie Travers, 
trombonist Phil Kuller, drummer 
George Maronet. and sax-clarincetist 
Bernard Wolfson. 

Toned down a little. Vincent Burns 
and his boys should be in for a long 
stay. Gilb. 


| 
| 
| 


DON ORLANDO ORCHESTRA (8) 
Colony Club, Chicage 

One of the newer musical aggre- 
gations. and one that looks to have 
possibilities. Orlando orchestra has 
played tov gathering places in this 
vicinity, Chez Paree. Bon Air and 
now the Colony in quick succession. 
Has found a place for itself among 
discriminating patronage. 

It is a smooth and sweet aggrega- 
tion, and with only eight pieces pro- 
duces dansanation that fills anv 
room and makes for dancing as well 
as listening. Topping the arrange- 
ments is the accordion as nlayed by 
Orlando himself. Gives the entire 
orchestra a novelty flavor that is rich 
and a cinch for popular appeal. 

Could easily be built to standard 


12 or more pieces for the bulkier 
rooms, especially for ballrooms 
where volume is) an_ important 


requisite. Gold. 


Ft. Worth, Nov. 28. 
Al Kavelin played Assembly Ball, 
}annual debutante affair, in Crystal 
Ballroom of Hotel Texas, last Friday, 
and began a two-week engagement 
at Hotel Texas’ Den the night after. 
Gene Beecher left Den for Washing- 
ton-Youree hotel at Shreveport, but 
will be back at Den for Christmas 
holiday season, beginning Dec. 11. 
Lake Worth Casino, its dance pa- 
|vilion warmed by new heating sys- 
j tem, has brought in Chan Chandler 
to span both Thanksgiving week- 
ends. Bands for Christmas season 
(Dec, 15 to Jan. 2) not set yet. 


| 
| Musie Notes 


| 

Walter Ruick and Fred re, 
cleffed ‘There’s No Time For Love | 
Like the Present,’ to be sung in! 
Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody of 1940.’ | 


Jimmy McHugh and Frank Loes- 
ser turned in four songs for Para- 


Ditties are ‘Drums in the Night,” ‘Say 
It Over Again,’ ‘My Kind of Coun-'! 
try’ and ‘My, My.’ 


Max Terr took over direction of | 


musical background of 


Travels’ at Paramount. 


‘Gulliver’s 


Kate Smith’s Request Song Folio 
being published by Robbins, who also 
has issued a Teddy Wilson piano 
solo folio. 


BAND BOOKERS INCORPORATE 
Albany, Nov, 28. 

International Attractions, Inc., has 

been chartered to conduct a band 


Directors, who have equal allot- | 
thorized, are: Walter Reade, Jr., | 
Leonard Obler, John N. Greenhut 
of New York City. 

Harry Berman 
torney. 


was filing  at- 


Greenhut was formerly a band 
tists. 


man. 


Reade, Jr., is son of the show- 


Following is a totalizaiion of the combined plugs of current tune 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the wee}: from 
Monday through Sunday (Nov, 20-26). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol e 
denotes film song, + legit, all others are pop. 


3 On 


GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun...+Scandals........... Crawiorc 23s 
I Didn't Know What Time...*Too Many Girls... Crawford ......... 31 
AS Least Fou Could Say Hello. 
All the Things You Are...+Very Warm for May.. Chappell ........ 21 
Faithful Forever. ..*Gulliver’s Travels. ......... 
Stop! It’s Wonderful...+Mask and Wig Show... Spier ................ 2 
Good Morning...*Babes in 18 
Who Told You I Cared?...*Kid Nightingale..... Witmark ............ 16 
It's a Hap-Hap Happy Day...*Gulliver’s Travels.. Famous . ........... 15 
I Must Have One More 13 
. Bregman ...... 13 
You’re the Greatest 12 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room...... SA Sere 10 
Man with the 10 


Artie Shaw’s Comeback 


Continued from page 1 


highbrows go) where he will hiber- perhaps best .ointed by the fact oa 
He's supposedly | the very Wednesday nigh (22) that 
working on a book dealing with the Shaw scrammed the Pennsy he had 
; a back-page advertisement in Vart- 
contemporaneous music scene if not! ery of the same date ballyhooing 
too thinly disguised form which, like himself and his show biz achieve. 
his other iconoclastic actions since | ments. . 
h.tting the public eye, is said to be | More Good SEP Timing 


quite frank. 
the Satevepost story Shaw 


nate for a spell. 


| In 


Bands In, Ont é Ft. Worth 


‘the sundry theories about his ‘intel- 
lectual artistry,’ is that he seems 
best attuned to a situation while he’s 


Basic inside on Shaw, apart from | 


| cracks, ‘T’ll be out of the band busi- 
| ness before it gets another chance ta 
|lay me low, because the musiciaa in 


| § 


mount’s ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ | 


chorus of 110 voices to dub into the! | 


and orchestra business in New York. | § 


ments of stock in the 100 shares au-! J 


booker with Consolidated Radio Ar- | Bg 


| America hasn’t only a financial and 
| artistic problem with which to con- 
tend, but he must fight politics, core 
ruption and a system of patronage.” 
Interview is somewhat along the 
lines of his recent daily paper inter- 
view but is not quite as scathing 
anent jitterbugs. Says the latter ace 
‘no respectors of royalty.’ 

Shaw wouldn't 


on the upgrade, and as soon as he 
clicks he gets bored. 
Shaw has a _ piece 
(Wednesday) in the Satevepost, 
‘Music Is a Business,’ in collabora- 
tion with Bob Maxwell, which also is 
plenty lowdown on the trade. 


Shaw’s scram-out from the Pennsy 
was perhaps the biggest band ma- 


estro story in years. It made the att i ‘bec: arnes 
nation’s front pages on the elemen- 
tary aspect alone that here was q | lutings my illness on the Coast that 
sublic favorite who srted | | while a quarter of a million will buy 
: j eserted his won't buy the 


; : a lot of things, it 
band at the peak of his career, just | 
tae energy you blew making it. Irreg 


oe sh i position tO | jar hours, no recreation, food on the 
really cash in. | run, and nervous tension will get 
The suddenness of his departure is ' you sooner or later.’ 


out today 


advise anyone 


The First Dynamite Song Hit of 1940 


CARELESS 


The Most Talked of Song Today Is 


TOMORROW NIGHT 


Announcing FOR EARLY RELEASE the greatest songs 
of a decade in the greatest motion picture of all time 


WALT DISNEY’S “PINOCCHIO” 


WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR 

TURN ON THE OLD MUSIC BOX 

GIVE A LITTLE WHISTLE 
GOT NO STRINGS 

LITTLE WOODEN HEAD 

THREE CHEERS FOR ANYTHING 


HI - DIDDLE - DEE - DEE 
(An Actor’s Life For Me) 


+ + + 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave. N.Y. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 31 


45 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending 


Nov. 25, 1939) 


South of the Border.............. 


My Prayer ... Shapiro 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room......... ... Circle 
*Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz’)...... buanaasieeaee 
Beer Barrel Polka..... .. Shapiro 
*Good Morning (‘Babes in Arms’) ............ oeeeeee Chappell 
*Filmusical. 


Santa Claus Whiskers No Disguise 
For Plug Payola, Says New Union 


Execitive council of the Music 
Coniactmen’s Union suggested 
jn a circular letter that the pub- 
Jishing industry use discretion in 
making gifts to plug sources dur- 
jing the holiday season. 
siaied that it was hoped that the 
spirit of good will which accom- 
panies Christmas won't be perverted 
by publishers and their employees 
using it for plug payoffs and as a 
means of getting around stipulated 
yules on exploitation practices. 

If, said the letter, it was found 
that random advantages have been 
taken of the holiday season, the 
union might find it necessary to in- 
ferpret such gifts as coming within 
the taboo list of the unfair practices 
clause of the union-publisher con- 
tract. The union doesn’t want to 
impose any hard and fast rules on 
the subject but it will regard the 
gift of a mink coat, for instance, as 
having considerably more signifi- 
canee than the gift of a bottle of 
perfume. 


Bands Prefer Own 
Novelties to Old 


Popular Tunes 


Dance bands seem to be leaning 


away from the practice of studding | 


their repertoires with revival tunes. 
Instead of slipping in a modern ar- 
tangement of a pop standard be- 
tween their current melodies, a good- 
ly percentage of the orchestras are 
making use of original manuscripts 
whipped up by staff arrangers or 
boys in the band. In most cases 
such numbers get to the racks with- 
out having lyrics but may carry 
some flip or screwy title. If the 
thing clicks, then somebody writes 


& lyric to the melody and the title. | 
So far the more important publish- | 
ing firms have sidestepped putting | 


out these off-the-elbow novelties on 
the graund that they can mean littie 
eommercially. They say that as 


the home piano trade, and as far 
as the lyrics are concerned they're 
&0 much gibberish. About the only 
humber of this type that received 
any appreciable attention across the 
music counter was ‘Flat Foot 
Floogey.’ 


the bands in veering around from 


the standards are merely reacting to | 
the public’s loss of interest in these | 


tévivals. They have been played so 
much that their welcome, even 
though they have been freshened up 
with swing arrangements, has been 
worn out. Some of the pop standards 
of this classification are ‘Sweet Sue,’ 
‘Time on My Hands,’ ‘Way Down 
Yonder in New Orleans,’ 
Rhythm,’ ‘Louisiana Hayride’ and 
Back Home in Indiana.’ 


ly » songwriter, has fashioned ‘Now | 
You Know,’ one of the few tunes he’s | 


Written in recent years (ccllabora- 
ts are Henri Woode and Charles 

Carpenter), which Kate Smith in- 

trees this week on her program. 


The letter 


a | 
tule these compositions are not for 


‘Crazy | 


| USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Koester Idles in U.S. A. 


D. Koester, co-head of the Metro 
Music Co. of Amsterdam, Holland, 
who was en route to the Dutch East 
Indies, is idling in Hollywood for a 
spell until the European situation 
adjusts itself. He has visited the 
U. S., Central and South America on 
combined business and pleasure. 

Koester’s partner advises from 
Holland that musie business con- 
tinues pretty fair although military 
songs, of local flavor, have displaced 
;}a part of the usual foreign (mean- 
ing chiefly American) pops. 


NEW MPPA BOARD 
TO ELECT OFFICERS 


| New officers of the Music Pub- 
|lishers’ Protective Association will be 
| elected at a meeting of the board of 
| directors which will be held either 
Tuesday (5) or Wednesday of next 
week. These directors compose the 
group that got the usual nod at the 
annual meeting of the association 
last week. 

The MPPA board now consists of 
Herman Starr, Warner Bros.’ group; 
Buddy Morris, Mercer & Morris; 
Jack Mills, Mills Music, Inec.: Max 
Dreyfus, Chappell & Co.; T. B. 
Harms Co. and Crawford Music 
Corp.; Jack Bregman, Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn; Johnny O'Connor, 
Words & Music, Inc.; Lester Santly, 
Santly-Joy-Select, Inc.: Louis Bern- 
stein, Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.; and 
| Saul Bornstein, Irving Berlin, Inc., 
|! ABC Music Corp. 


Eddie Ward handling the 
| scores for ‘Young Tom Edison’ and 
‘Edison the Man’ at Metro. 


music 


| 


Stuart Allen’s Solo Yen 


Stuart Allen, long No. 1 vocalist 
with Richard Himber, now has the 
maestro idea himself. He leaves the 
Hotel Pierre (N. Y.) maestro in two 
weeks. 

Himber meantime has added Babs 
Beckwith (Mrs. Winnie Gardner), 
socialite, to chirp with the band, but 
will add a permanent singer for re- 
cording, etc. 


Ben Cutler's 
Tophat Ideas 


Ben Cutler, who used to be a half- 
back at Yale and is now the maestro 
RCA building (N. Y.), has tophat 
ism at the Rainbow Room, according 
ic the following letter circularized 
among the music publishers. While 
at the same time inviting trade for 
the Radio City nitery, where Cutler 
holds forth, he would deny the music 
men their nicotine. 


A number of publishers were in 
accord about the formality of the 
rroom, but wondered if other types 
of customers were also instructed not 
to smoke. The letter follows: 


Gentlemen: 


The intention of this letter is 
to set up an arrangement where- 
by two things may be accom- 
plished—one, that the Rainbow 
Room may benefit from the busi- 
ness which the music publishing 
firms are accustomed to. dis- 
tribute, and two, to arrange suit- 
able means of discussing music 
with your representative. 

I should be delighted to have 
the opportunity of welcoming 
heads of the music firms to the 
Rainbow Room whenever they 
are entertaining friends or busi- 
ness associates. 

Regarding your contact man, his 
relation to me and the Rainbow 
Room, it is my purpose to meet 
five or six contact men each night 
between 10:00 and 11 p.m, and 
may I] request specifically that 
the contact man come to the Rain- 
bow Room in formal clothes. 
Surely if a definite time set 
for each man’s convenience to 
meet me, he can easily plan to 
have his dress clothes at the of- 
fice that day and slip into them 
in order to maintain the correct 
standard in keeping with the 
Rainbow Room's policy. Also, 
although jit may sound perhaps 
unusual for me to speak of it, 
I would appreciate it if the con- 
tact man would not smoke cigars 
in and out of the Rainbow Room. 
As I write the above, I am laugh- 
ing to myself at even mentioning 


iS 


For Pluggers 


at the Rockefeller nitery atop the. 


id€as about songpluggers’ behavior- | 


Old American Record Loses Legal Tilt 
Important to Royalty Audit Claims 


it, but I believe you will under- 
stand without my explaining my 
reason for saying this. 

If your contact man will call my 
office and leave word what is the 
most convenient night for him, 
and also his next most convenient 
night, I will arrange a schedule 
and notify him. 

Looking forward to seeing you, 
and as always with very best 
wishes, I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Ben Cutler. 


Marlo See Affront 


George Marlo, president of the 
contactmen’s union, assailed Cutler’s 
| letter as an insult to the profession 
-and said that the union’s executive 
council might at its next meeting 
vote to put the Rainbow Room on its 
‘taboo list. In that event all persons 
holding cards in the union would be 
| barred from having any business re- 
| lations with Cutler. 


802 BENEFIT BIG AT 
MLS.G NO COUNTUP YET 


Because of the wide distribution 
of blocks of tickets, the treasurer's 
Office of the New York Musicians 
Union, Local 802, wasn’t able 
yesterday (Tuesday) to estimate even 
| what thefgross reached on the benefit 
ishow staged Monday (27) in Madi- 
'son Square Garden. The beneficiary 
‘is the local’s own medical! fund. 

Event was a combination of sym- 
| phonic concert and swing session, 
with the attendance at one point 
‘figuring around 10,000 persons. 


As the result of a technical ruling 

by Justice Ferdinand Pecora of the 
N. Y. supreme court last week in the 
‘case of the Dreyfus publishing group 
| against the American Record Co., ad- 
ditional cases bearing on the same 
issue will be filed against the disc 
, manufacturer by the Metro-Robbins 
| group and Mills Music, Inc., within 
| the next 10 days. The ARC suffered 
| its first sharp setback in Dreyfus’ 
'damage suit for $200,000, alleging 
fraudulent royalty accountings and 
| payments, when Justice Pecora re- 
| jected its plea that Dreyfus be re- 
' quired to file a separate cause of 
| action for every one of the 498 li- 
| censes involved in the litigation. The 
| Dreyfus firms are Chappell & Co., 
| Crawford Music Corp., Marlo Music 
‘Co. and T. B. Harms Co. 
Complaints which Metro-Robbins 
‘and Mills propose to file against the 
' ARC will be similar to that drawn 
| up by Dreyfus’ counsel, Wattenberg 
| & Wattenberg. As in the case of the 
| Dreyfus matter the litigation of the 
other two publishers will concern 
themselves with occurrences which 
' preceded the takeover of the Amer- 
| ican Record Co. interests by the Co- 
'lumbia_ Broadcasting System. The 
alleged defective accountings, royalty 
| shortages and various irregularities 
| extended over a period of five years 
| prior to January, 1939. The actual 
under payments cited in the com- 
plaint are $72,959 against Brunswick, 
$26,626 against American Record and 
$2,676 against the Columbia Jabel. 

Dreyfus suit was the outgrowth of 
an audit made of the ARC books by 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers, 


Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia was pre- 
sented with an Loca] 802 honorary | 
membership, the only other one be- | 
ing held by Ariuro Toscanini, the 
audience greeting the mayor with the 
| words, ‘Okay, Butch.’ The jitterbugs 
also got into vocal action while 
Emanual Feuermann, concert cellist, 
was playing. They called on Feuer- 
/mann to ‘get hot.’ 


A flock of the name dance com- 
binations performed. 


$15,000 Suit Vs. Tams 


| Associated Theatres Properties of 
,London, Ltd. (Shuberts) started a 
|N. Y. supreme court action against 
'Tams Witmark Music Library, Inc., 
seeking $15,000 damages for alleged 
| unauthorized retention of orchestra- 
tions and scripts of six English plays. 
| Action was revealed by the filing of a 
'bond for costs on the part of the 
| plaintiff. 
| No further information as to the 


;exact nature of the action is avail- 
able. 


| The Show Window of Show Business 


Anniversary N umber 


Music men are of the opinion that | 


To be published late in December 


Tavern Keepers 


Grimace, ASCAP 
Plasters Club 


Milwaukee, Nov. 28. 
Licensing feud between the Amer- 


| ican Society of Composers, Authors 


& Publishers and Wisconsin tavern 
operators took a new turn last week 
when local ASCAP reps seized a 
spot’s furnishings to satisfy a court 
judgment. The Cardinal Club in 
suburban West Allis, against which 
ASCAP had obtained a $500 judg- 
ment in the federal court on an in- 
fringement complaint, was the scene 
of the seizure, with U. S. marshals 
acting on the writs. 

Counsel for the Cardinal Club has 
meanwhile started an action for the 


| return of the seized property, claim- 


ing that it was mortgaged and 
therefore seized illegally. The case 
has been set for Dec. 11. ASCAP’s 
legal reps in Wisconsin have also 
filed similar suits against the Ro- 
chambeau Club in Milwaukee and 
the Manitowoc Rapids ballroom in 
Manitowoc Rapids, Wis. 

Sol Zien, secretary of the recently 


| organized Tavern Music Protective 
| Association, is trying to line up the 


hotel men and various bartenders and 


| waiters’ union to join his outfit in 


fighting ASCAP'’s efforts to collect 
fees in this state. Zien has inter- 
ested local and state authorities in 
questioning ASCAP’s authority to 
operate in Wisconsin without a 
license. Ruling on this point is now 
being awaited from Attorney-Gen- 
eral John E. Martin, althouzh he has 
already stated that he doubts 
whether he can take any lawful ac- 
tion against ASCAP. 

Because of the years of contro- 
versy with music users in this state 
ASCAP has been doing its local col- 
lecting through its Chicago office, 


| thereby obviating the necessity cf 
actually doing business as a Wiscon- 


sin organization. 


Keeping Newman Hopping 


! ADVERTISING COPY MAY BE SENT TO ANY VARIETY OFFICE 


Larry Spier, the publisher, former- | 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martins Pl. 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Busiest musician in town is Alfred 
Newman, who is winding up three 
freelance scoring jobs before taking 
over his new contract as musical 
director at 20th-Fox. 

Currently he is working on scores 
for ‘The Bluebird’ on the Westwood 
lot, ‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ at 
Meiro, and ‘The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame’ at RKO. 
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VARIETY 


the Upbeat 


Herbie Kay band playing a fort-) spot aired on NBC, with WGY mak- 
night of one-nighters in the midwest | ing the pickups. 
before going into the Ansley hotel, 
Atlanta, Dec. 8. 
| Edgewood, near Rensselaer, N. Y. 

George Hamilton at Rainbow Ter-. 
race atop St. Anthony Hotel, San) 
Antonio. 


Chet Jones’ Bostonians are playing 
at Crooked Lake Hotel, near Troy, 


Kate Bratton, formerly with Ted 
Fio Rito, now vocalist at the Gleam | 
Nite Club, San Antonio. 


Wally Williams’ Swing Foursom 
| is back at the Hotel Utah Rendevouz, 
| Salt Lake City. 

Billy Lewis and band have started includes Warde Johnson, Gayle Er- 
their third year at Johnny Eagan’'s vine and Brent Barrus. Also return- 


Grill, Schenectady, N. Y. | ing is Margie Billingsley, songstress. 


Ben Pollack’s band extended to afternoons. 


an, 2 fe, Diego. | 


Chick Foster renewed at the Bilt- ‘replaced with Tommy Dorsey _ by 


more Bowl, Los Angeles, until Feb. 9. | Buddy Rich, goes to Charlie Bar- 
| net s band. 


Besides Williams, | 


| Dancing each night, also Saturday | 


. Larry Clinton pulled out of Ham- | 
ilton Park, Waterbury, Sunday (26), Mary Ann McCall shifts from the 
following money disagreement. Dean _Woody Herman band to Charlie Bar- 
Hudson band substituted. inet replacing Judy Ellington. Latter | 
goes to Tommy Reynolds. None set! 

Larry Funk one-nite Thanksgiv- 'for Herman, who went into Famous | 
ing (30) at Ritz Ballroom, Bridge- Door, N. Y., last night (Tuesday). 
port. Spot repeats Cecil Golly Dec. | 
3 and has set Count Basie Dec. 10. 


Babs Johnson leaving Hal Kemp's 
‘Smoothies to get married. Stays 
,with trio until replacement can be 
secured. 


Enric Madriguera opens Dec. 16 at 
Mural Room, Baker Hotel, Dallas. 


Gus Arnheim’s orchestra to open 


new Winter Plantation, Dallas. Hal Kemp does eight days at the 


Paramount theatre, Springfield, 
Alec Templeton to give Dallas re- Mass., opening Dec. 7. 
cital Dec. 20. 
Benny Goodman to limit his 


Emery Deutsch’s orchestra, at New stretch with ‘Swingin’ the Dream’ to 
Kenmore Hotel, Albany, is doing two three weeks. 
midnight broadcasts over CBS via! 
WOKO. Previously bands at this! 


Charlie Barnet may go into Hotel 


Positively a Sensational Sweep! 


“SCATTER-BRAIN” 
y! By Johnny Burke, Keene-Bean and Frankie Masters 
* 
eel Two Outstanding Hits from 
hy. Kay Kyser’s RKO-Radio Picture 
That's Right-You’re Wrong 
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO LOVE” 
Oo By Dave Franklin 
i THE ANSWER IS LOVE 
eed By Charles Newman and Sam H. Stept 
= nnouncing 

a3 Four Great Songs from 


SWINGIN’ A DREAM 


Opening 
Center Theatre — New York 
“DARN THAT DREAM” 
“THERE’S GOTTA BE A WEDDIN’” 
“SWINGIN A DREAM” 
E, BROTHER ! 
> Lyrics by Music by 
a EDDIE DELANGE JIMMY VAN HEUSEN a 
Jimmy Dorsey's Ballad Hit 
“SO MANY TIMES” 
By Don DeVito and Jimmy Dorsey 
= 
A Grand Novelty Christmas Song 
“HELLO, MISTER KRINGLE” 
By Dave Franklin 
BREGMAN, VOCCO & CONN, Inc. 
O 1619 Broadway - New York g 
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RANCHO GRANDE 


DON’T MAKE LAUGH 


EDWARD B. MARKS RADIO CITY 


_FRANK HENNIGS, General Professional Mer. - 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS Wednesday, November 29, 1939 
Lincoln, N. Y., replacing Jan Savitt. 
Savitt exits Jan. 10 or IL. nsi t all S N 
Henry Busse starts four weeks at “ye 
‘the Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincin- | 
‘nati, opening Dec. 4 Gets NBC Jimmy Dorsey recording of ‘My Prayer’ has drawn many queries a 
wires. | how the organ and other effects are obtained. In early spinnings unusual 
| instrumentation is obtained by Dorsey and Charlie Frazier on sax and flute 
: Count Basie jumps from Vocalion , playing so perfectly together that it sounds like one instrument of an un. 
Howard Becker’s orchestra into the «9 the new 50c Columbia label when identifiable type. Jemanded such close unison work that the two stood 
his next eight sides are released Dec. shoulder to shoulder when it was cut so each could feel, by close contact An 
16. Records were made on _ the| the other’s breathing, etc. ; agent: 
Coast. | Organ effect was gained with three trombones, three trumpets and a (Thur 
altace string bass playing in what's known as ‘cante’ style and consists of straight ent r 
| Jack Jenney plays Fiesta, dance-| pure notes without vibratto. String bass is played with a bow. It's stand. matio! 
‘eatery in New York for two weeks | ard with symphony bands. Actually sounds like a church organ, Arrange. prese! 
opening Dec. 14. ment is Toots Camarata’s. with 
sched 
Bob Mayhew, brother of band- | Clay Bryson, orchestra leader working out of Dallas, leaped to front “ ~ 
leader Nye May hew, playing with pase space last week when it developed that new secretary Tommy Man. aa 
Terry Shand's band as trumpeter. ville was trying to hire from New York was none other than Mrs. Bryson oo 
Manville phoned Dallas police, asking them to locate a ‘Miss’ Bryson, who a 
Ella Fitzgerald and band go into) had formerly been in his employ. Newspapers finally discovered Mrs, _* 
Savoy Ballroom, N. Y., for six weeks! Bryson had been playboy’'s secretary for a brief period. teal 
Dec. 14. Get NBC wires. Mrs. Bryson said emphatically that she would not leave her husband to ng 
go to New York. Bryson was playing a date in Shreveport, La., during the te 
A the excitement. 
1 Roth lending arrangements sentat 
from his band to dance outfit at U. S. : Unt 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md.,| New Friends of Rhythm group (7)—not to be confused with the more proba 
for hop in December. staid New Friends of Music concert group—is set to make more swingo 4o be 
disks for RCA Victor. With the exception of Laura Newell, staff member teeri 
of WOR, the harpiste, the other six men are NBC musicians, three in the holdit 
Joe Sanders; half of old Coon-} symphony (Alan and Sylvan Shulman and Louis Kievmann) and three and \ 
Sanders band, airing over WOR) dance men (Zelly Smirnoff, Tony Colucci and Harry Patent). Alan Shul- toget 
from Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago. man makes all the arrangements. roe 
mn th 
ih se New dancery in Jamaica, L. I, called the Pool Club is a made over : itz 
Arrest Dominic Mancini locker room of a public swimming pool. In the summer it’s part of the } Fr 
: Jamaica Swimming Pool. This is the first time it has been put to such ists: 
On Bootleg Lyr 1€ Rap use. It’s the only public dancery in that territory. ea 
Hartford, Nov. 28. Spot has been under way about a month with a 40c. top. Capacity is Kaye, 
Caught by state police with more | about 750. Leda: 
than 5,000 bootleg song sheets in his | Herm 
possession, Dominic Mancini of New Ba d a Ste 
York City was arrested last week at n Bookings YESTERDAY'S HIT quest 
Stafford Springs on complaint of the | 
Spear brothers, stationers. Mancini,| Cab Calloway, Jan. 16, Coliseum ay ' comn 
a former associate of John San-| BR Greensburg, Pa. UEST dues. 
tangelo of Derby, ha the; Al Donahue, Dec. 28, Nazareth one 
‘king’ of song pirates before his ar-| Club, Rochester, N. Y. “ busin 
rest and indictment by federal au-| Jimmy Dorsey, Dec. 3, Roseland B., Victor Herbert's toget! 
thorities in New Jersey several New York; Dec. 8, week, Stanley of V: 
months ago, faces federal charges in| theatre, Pittsburgh. ' equit: 
New Jersey. Claude Hopkins, Dec. 31, Cod Club, ment 
Will be taken before a federal} Bradford, Pa. 
grand jury in this state sometime Glenn Miller, Dec. 17, Mayer's | The 
next month for indictment for vio-} Lake Park, Canton, Ohio. that 
lation of the copyright laws in Con-| Ramona, Dec. 9, Sunnybrook Park, ganiz 
necticut. - Pottstown, Pa. fields 
Arrest of Mancini marked the! Car] Schreiber, Dec. 13, Morrison | restri 
first time that state police have be-| hotel, Chicago; 27, Oak Park Club, | and 1 
come interested in song bootleggers.| Chicago; 28, Blackstone hotel, Chi-| [J Featured in the forthcoming Para- many 
Arrest was made on the complaint cago; Dec. 14 to Jan. 7, Persian | mount Film, “The Great Victor with 
of the Spear brothers who are nOW| Room, Chicago. | Herbert.” there 
facing a demand of the MPPA for} Jack Jenney, Dec. 7, week, Loew’s cies 
payment of damages for sale of the) State theatre, N. Y.; Dec. 29, walk, M. WITMARK & SONS | brane 
illegal sheets. __,| Flatbush theatre, N. Y.; Jan. 6, week, | RCA Building ew ven is cli 
MPPA is conducting a drivé/ Windsor theatre, N. Y.; Jan. 13, | with 
through Attorney Charles N. Segal! Carlton theatre, Jamaica. | unio! 
of Hartford. agen! 
of 
lors 
PIANIST-TURNED-PUBLICIST i 
URNEL U Another ‘‘Music Maestro’’ by the 
Bab Miley of Long Orch. Does a same writers, Magidson and Wrubel Th 
Johnny Johnsione Switch | agen 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. sot 
Bub Miley, long-time pianist with | then 
Johnny Long, has quit his active | case, 
duties with orchestra to become per- | e = 
sonal manager for the Long outfit. | Here Is That Song! aide 
Band’s biggest break came here last | thou 
week when MCA pencilled | migk 
into William Penn hotel’s Chatter- ee 
box, where he opened indefinite en- | nd 
gagement Saturday night (25). To)! pate 
get him off to good start, Jack Lear, | ” St 
of MCA press relations department, | By Mack Gordon and Henry Nemo eocis 
hired special Pittsburgh exploitation | the ; 
man, Milton Karle, to handle the| e reps 
Gregory Pearce has replaced Miley Now Ready:—The Song Hits from the Picture ven ; 
at the keyboard with the ork. | “Music in My Heart,”’ Featuring Tony Martin ea. 
Trade’s best known pianist turned = —_ 
publicist is G. W. (Johnny) John-! 
stone of WOR, New York. Art | PUNCHINELLO WI 
Thorsen of Horace Heidt has also} 
given up musician status for man- | OH, WHAT A LOVELY DREAM § 
agerial. | ’ 
| | IT’S A BLUE WORLD 
| ' F 
| I'VE GOT MUS! | 
40 S. F. Fair || SIC IN MY HEART eve 
| e 
Continued from page 1 NO OTHER LOVE N. 
on the dollar if the Fair doesn’t re- id a 
open, have argued for one more try, a. 
Meanwhile, Billy Ros: reported of- A B C M U S | C C 0 R P . rie 
fer to put up the $1,650,000 and take 799 Seventh Avenue, New York DAVE BERNIE, Prof. Mgr. of | 
over the Fair as a personal enter- 
Se wat ha 3 edman, 
prise has not as yet been acted upon. Phil Julius, Cleveland Harry Paul, Boston bet, 
TI 
N. Y. Fair’s Great White Way ceca sho\ 
Big move at the 1940 New York | soca wee 
World’s Fair will be to make the | aie Bob 
Great White Way, new title for the | A SWELL SWEET SONG Sati 
amusement zone, more appealing to mit 
New Yorkers. 
The management figures it failed 
to get a just percentage of N. Y.’s 
| Vast drawing population during the F 
| past year. Consequently, steps al- hea: 
;ready are being taken to land at- Car 
| tractions with a view t> catch more her 
jlocalites than during 1939. Gener- Getting Bigger and Bigger Day by Day C 
/ ally, though, the expo won't be much SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York mat 
| different from this year’s. \ wat 
av! 
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Agent Group Calls Mass Meeting 
Discuss Union Bargaining Front 


4 


A mass meeting of all New York 
agents has been called for tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon by those tal- 
ent representatives behind the for- 
mation of an agents’ organization, to | 
present a united front in bargaining | 
with the talent unions. Meeting is 
scheduled for the Edison hotel hall | 
at four o'clock. 

A second meeting of the tempo- 
rary steering committee of 
agents’ organization “was held Fri-| 
day (24) in the offices of attorney 
I Robert Broder. Decision on the} 
mass meeting was made then, with | 
the agents present also deciding on | 
the tentative title of Artists Repre- | 
sentatives Assn. | 

Until an election of officers is held, | 
probably at a second mass meeting | 
called for next week, the| 
steering committee is temporarily 
holding the new association’s reins 
and will preside at Thursday's get- 
together, with Broder as chairman. | 

Agents and agency reps who'll be 
on the dias will include Nat Lefko- | 
witz, William Morris office; Charles | 
J. Freeman, Consolidated Radio Ar-| 
tists; Warren Pearl, General Amus. | 
Corp. (Tommy Rockwell); Jesse | 
Kaye, Fanchon & Marco; Mark 
Leddy, Joe Flaum, Herman Citron, 
Herman Bernie and Phil Offin. 


Steering committee has left the 
question of supporting the ARA as 
an open matter pending the election 
and the formation of an executive | 
committee which will decide on 
dues. It is agreed, however, that | 
one of the first orders of official | 
business will be an attempt to get! 
together with the American Guild | 
of Variety Artists to work out ani 
equitable license or franchise agree- | 
ment. 


All-Embracing 

There is also complete agreement | 
that the ARA be an open agents or- | 
ganization encompassing all the 
fields in show business, rather than } 
restrict it to the varieties (vaude 
and niteries). It is pointed out that | 
many agents are now also concerned | 
with radio and pictures and that. 
there are very few agents or agen- | 
cies who specialize in strictly one 
branch. In substantiation of this, it | 
is claimed that the agents are faced | 
with problems from. other talent 
unions besides AGVA. Licensing of | 
agents by the American Federation | 
of Radio Actors, also the Screen Ac- | 
Guild's intention to spread 
their licensing to the east, have been 
brought up as cases in point. 

This is the first attempt at a 100% 
agents organization since N. Y. 
License Commissioner Paul Moss’ 
attempt to ticket the talent reps) 
zround five years ago. The agents 
then united and won out in a test 
case, but disbanded and Moss finally 
did manage to license many of them. 
Many of the agents at that time 
didn't feel an organization necessary, 
though warned that future trouble 
might arise, and some were of the 
Opinion that an association of such 
sort would only work in favor of the 
larger offices. 

Steering committee of the new as- 
sociation will attempt to circumvent 
the latter opinion. Idea to have 
reps of every type agency on the 
executive committee in order to give 
all agents a voice in the organiza- 
lion. 


is 


WESTCHESTER CENTER’S 
$4,803 IN TWO SHOWS 


First week of bath matinee and 
evening vaude and name bands at 
the County Center, White Plains, 
N. Y., drew 2,837 to the afternoon 
session and 803 to the evening 
showing Sunday (26). Mat, at 40c- 
55¢e, garnered $1,442 and evening, 55c 
to $1.10, grabbed $3,361, for a total 
of $4,803. Bands were Hal Kemp 
and Charlie Barnet. Show. hall cost 
between $2,500-$2.800. 

This week's will be 


an evening 


showing only, as was the opener 
week ago Sunday (19). It will be 


Bob Crosby and George Hall bands 


’ Saturday (2), due to previous com- 


mitment for hall on Sunday. 


$20,000 NITERY FIRE 


Iron River, Mich., Nov. 28. 
Fire, apparently caused by over- | 
heated pipes, leveled the Club Monte | 
Carlo, nitery, nine miles south of 
here, Wednesday (22). 
Cesare Vantaggi, operator, esti- 
mated the loss at $20,000. Lack of 


water prevented local firemen from 
“Aaving the building. 


| Cantor Resuming Tour 


original troupe. 


| licensed. 
' Moss has managed to license a pretty 


Of Vauders in Cincy 


Eddie Cantor is resuming his tour 
of the picture houses Friday (1) at 
the RKO Albee, Cincinnati, with his 
RKO’'s stage show 
policy in Cincy is usually confined to 
the Shubert, but is being switched 
for the week to the much larger- 
capacity Albee. 

Cincy date is on the same 50-50) 
split arrangement under’ which 
Cantor has been playing all picture 
theatres. A tour of one-nighters is 
being lined up to follow this booking. | 

Suddenness of Cantor’s return is 
evident by the fact that Bert (Mad | 
Russian) Gordon was all set to do) 
an act on his own with Milt Douglas | 
as straightman. <A booking for the, 
Hipp, Baltimore, had been set, but | 
cancelled to permit Gordon to work ' 
again with Cantor. 


| 
| 


Agent Licensing 


Drive Renewed 
By Moss in N.Y. 


New York License Commissioner | 
Paul Moss is again on the warpath | 
and ‘ordering’ unlicensed talent | 
agents to appear before him and| 
‘show cause’ why they shouldn't be | 
In the past few years, | 
high percentage of the talent reps. 

Moss’ tactics* now are similar to 
those of former years, when his 
‘subpoenas’ usually resulted in the 
agents getting court summonses if 
they failed to comply with 
wishes. However, Moss was de-| 
feated in virtually every case that 
went to court. 

First case of any consequence in- | 
volved Charles H. Allen, then in 
partnership with Jack Curtis. The 
late Maurice Goodman, formerly | 
chief counsel for Keith-Albee, and | 
Attorney Harold Goldblatt, defended 
Allen in Special Sessions court and 
won. Several other cases, with I. 
Robert Broder, acting as counsel for 


' the agents in most of them, also re- 


sulted in the License Department 
coming out on the short end. 


L. A. Palomar Rebuilds 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Plans are being drawn for con- 
struction of Palomar on site of nitery 
destroyed by fire. 
Insurance companies paid off $39,- 
000 last week. 


AGVA’s Ist Meeting 


American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists will hold its first general 
membership get-together Jan. 7 
with a rally at a midtown New 
York hotel. Following week 
(Jan. 14) the union’s New York 
local will hold its first member- 
ship meeting and election of 
committees, also at a hotel to be 
selected. 

First of the two gatherings will 
be open to all those ‘interested.’ 
Second will be closed to non- 
members. 


| the State. 
|!in his bonnet, he is making certain 


| timate 


‘liquid celebration 


Philly to Look 


Like Philly On 


New Eve 


Philadelphia, 28. 

Loss of more than $1,000,000 
night club biz due to New Year’s 
Eve falling on Sunday night is fore- 
seen here by nitery proprietors. Un- 
less the powers that be show some 
leniency, the night spot nabobs will 
keep their places shuttered night of 
Dec. 31, lest they lose their licenses 
permanently. An order signed by 
members of the State Liquor Con- 
trol Board was sent to all night club 
operators last week reminding them 
that the Sunday Blue Laws will be 
strictly enforced. 

A group of the leading cafe own- 
ers sounded out the board officials 
in the hope they would allow them 
to open the bars after midnight, but 
they were firmly informed ‘nothing 
doing.’ Officials of the Lord’s Day 


Alliance have announced they will | 


in | 


AGVA Mulls Taking Over Outdoor 


Workers, Four A's May Okay It; 


Exec Sec Denies Agency Squawks 


| American Guild of Variety Art- | 
| ists, currently working out its pro- 

| gram for improving conditions in the 
| vaude-nitery-circus fields, 
| considering taking over representa- 
| tion of all circus and carnival work- 
| ers, as well as performers. Ques- 
tion will be decided today (Wednes- 
| day) by the board of the Associated 


| Actors and Artistes of America, the 
| parent union. 
| There are two distinct sides to the 


is also 


problem. One is that the Four A’s 
originally objected to Ralph White- 
head’s action in bringing the circus 
roustabouts into the American 
Federation of Actors, on the ground 
that he was exceeding his juris- 
diction. On the other hand, it 
argued that when the recent Four 
A’s-IATSE-AFA squabble was set- 
tled it was understood that the Four 
A’s had the American Federation of 
Labor’s approval in extending its 
jurisdiction to cover circus and car- 
nival labor, It’s also claimed by 


is 


Cleve. Niteries Hit 
B.0. Skids; Silent 


Pix as Come-On 


be on the lookout for any violation | 


of the Sabbath laws. A wholesale 


flaunting of the law will undoubted- | 


ly bring a crackdown on the part 


of Governor Arthur H. James, who 
is close to the church element in 
With a Presidential bee 


that he has the church vote solidly 
behind him. 

Officials of the musicians, wait- 
ers, bartenders and cooks unions es- 
that the folding of New 
Year's Eve biz means a loss of more 
than $100,000 in wages to their mem- 
bers. 

St. Louis, Too 
St. Louis, Nov. 28. 


If police enforce the state and city | 


liquor laws New Year's eve, natives 
will have just 90 minutes to do their 
in public places. 
Chief of Police John Glassco and 
Excise Commissioner Lawrence Mc- 
Daniel pointed out that New Year's 
eve falls on Sunday, during which 
all public sale of liquor is banned. 


However, the Jaw permits liquor | 


dispenseries to reopen at midnight 
Sunday and shutter at 1:30 am. 
‘Monday. 


Cleveland, Nov. 28. 
Niteries are already feeling the 
pre-Christmas slump and, not ex- 
| pecting it to improve much, majority 
| are slicing payrolls as thin as possi- 
| Even the hotels have chopped 


ble. 
| floorshows down to two or three acts 


lat the most, substituting house-pro- | 


|moted stunt nights to fill the mid- 
| week void. 

| Fenway Hall, first here to give 
| dance band one night off, has put in 
'a series of old-time silent film bills 
‘as a Monday builder-upper. Screen 
| and projection machine are set up on 
|bandstand during supper seshes for 
ancient Chaplin and Mack Sennett 
jreelers, with Denny Thomson gag- 
lging them up with a _ nickelodeon 
|piano accompaniment. Statler’s Ter- 
|race Room is also trying to needle 
its dead Wednesday nights with Cu- 
dance exhibitions, staged by 
|Arthur Murray dancers and local 
| debutante, Frances Ernst. 

Nitery boys blame two deluxe 
gambling clubs, just across the county 
line, for stealing their trade. Both 
‘have bingo aS a come-on. 
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those in favor of taking in the non- 
performer group that if the field is 
left open, some other outfit may 
take over the laborers and dominate 
the performers, who would be great- 
ly outnumbered. 


In case the workers are taken in, 
the idea would be to keep them in 
a separate classification from the 
performer group, with each outfit 
given authority to deal with matters 
in its own domain. In that way, 
neither group would be permii'ed to 
dominate the other. In the Ring- 
ling-B.&B. Circus-AFA squabble, 
Whitehead permitted the roustabouts’ 
majority vote over the performers to 
call a strike. 

Whole question is still in the a'r. 
with both sides being forcefully 
pushed. However, those opposed 
(both in the AGVA board and among 
the members of the Four A’s board) 


are figured to have the edge. Noth- 
ing will probably be done for a 


couple of weeks, at least, and the 
decision is expected to be ultimately 
against the move. 

Denies Threat to Agents 


In the matter of the agency li- 
cense question, agitation by certain 
agents against the AGVA regula- 
‘tions is minimized by Dorothy Bry- 
ant, executive-secretary of the union. 
| According to her, no agent has 
_far made any complaint, criticism or 
suggestion to her or, as far as she 
knows, to any other officials or mem- 
bers of the board. She adds that the 
matter of agency license and recula- 
tion is up to the agency committee. 
which receiving all suggestions 
from members and welcomes com- 
plaints or suggestions from agents. 

Report that discussion of the li- 
cense question took up considerable 
time at last week’s AGVA board 
meeting are denied by Mrs. Bryant. 
who states that the matter aciually 
was merely referred to the license 
committee without discussion. She 
explains that any fears that AGVA 
contemplates a general crackdown 
on the agents are groundless. No 
legitimate agents have anything to 
fear, she says, adding that it is nat- 


is 


urally the union’s aim to make con- 
ditions as advantageous as possib'e 
for all elements in_ the vaude- 
nitery field. 

She concedes that the union wil) 
make some regulations affecting the 


agency business, but points out that 
if conditions were such that no 
changes were necessary there wou'd 
be no need for a union in the field. 

AGVA’s request to all licensed 
agents to submit contracts for ex- 
amination by the union merely 
to see that the license regulations 
are being observed in two revards, 


is 


she explains. One is that al] per- 
formers handled are members of 
AGVA, as stipulated in the liccnse 
agreement. The other js that the 
union’s rules are being obcyed. 


In any case, Mrs. Bryant stztes, the 


agents are protected by the use in 


the license of agreement which re- 
quires that all disputes be sub- 
mitted to arbitration before the 
American Arbitration Assn 
Negotiations with the major vaude 


ville circuits will be started late 
week 11 New York by the Ameren 


Guild of Varie tv Artists. Unis n hes 


drawn up a code of ‘basic rea €- 
ments’ in the way of pay and \ k- 
ing conditions which it will seek te 
establish in the huddles ith the 


Paramount, RKO, Loew, Warner and 


grandt managements. Idea is that 
the New York agreement ll serve 
more or less as a mode] for all oute- 


of-town houses in later discussions. 


Kelly’s Denial 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28 
: Thomas E. Kelly, biz agent for the 
United Entertainers’ Assn., once 


filiated with the defunct Americen 
Federation of Actors, angrily denies 
reports from New York that he hud 
demanded that he be kept as avent 
as the price for joining the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artisis. 

‘That is a — — — lie,’ Kelly ssid. 


| ‘We sent in our application as AGVA 


With 
signed by 


it Was 
150 


requested, 
tition 


sent a pe- 
members ask- 


‘ing that the present officers be kept 


for a period of 90 days. At the end 
of that time we asked that the mem- 
bership be allowed to vote on the 
question of who should constitute 
their leaders. That is all we asked.’ 
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Night Club Reviews 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Elsie Janis, Adelaide Moffett, Pan- 
chito and Maximilian Bergere or- 
ehestras. 


Somehow the Versailles, one of the 
nicest night spots in New York, has 
never quite made the grade as a 
truly class room—at least ‘class’ as 
interpreted from the Stork, El Mo- 
rocco, Monte Carlo and 21 standards. 
It’s that ‘x’ quantity among topflight 
niteries which puts certain rooms 
into certain categories. The Ver- 
sailles seems to have everything to 
make for that distinction, and yet, 
after a number of seasons, is only 
first starting to assume it. Perhaps 
it’s new exploitation; perhaps it’s 
final recognition that Nick Prounis 
and Arnold Rossfield are giving the 
customers a pretty good shake all 
around. 

Certainly, from a talent standpoint, 
this spot is most intensive about what 
it has to offer. Perhaps the hosts 
don’t buy as many free drinks, or 
don’t send an occasional case of wine 
home to their star customers, but the 
club goes to extremes in seeing to it 
that the amusement scene is kept 
reasonably shifting. Changes are 
fortnightly, unless the attraction 
warrants a longer stay, and the bud- 
gets are pretty elastic. 

Perhaps with Elsie Janis’ New 
York comeback—and into a nitery— 
the Versailles may finally go over the 
top. Maybe the presence of socialite 
songstress Adelaide Moffett, who has 
played the Persian Room and Wal- 
dorf-Astoria circuit (so that puts the 
class stamp on her 100%) has had 
something to do with it. Anyway, 
the room, which is so artistically a 
replica of Marie Antoinete’s favorite 
summer palace (in its paneling 
decor, anyway), is getting a socialite 
draw. After all, if you get Brenda 
Frazier into any joint, that kinda 
makes it, doesn’t it? 

Miss Janis is further under New 
Acts. Miss Moffett holds over, after 
Abbott and Costello (doubling from 
‘Streets of Paris’) bowed out. When 
Miss Moffett closes here, she joins 
the DeMarcos in the Sert Room of 
the Waldorf. 

As a songstress, with or without a 
Park avenoo background (her father 
was Federal Housing Commissioner), 
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she has improved vocally, but retro- 
acted sartorially. Her costume not 
only doesn’t do her justice, but is a 
false idea anent a presumed stand- 
ard of s.a. 

Vocally she has a good repertoire 
of not-too-familiar ballads, deftly ar- 
ranged. ‘Gone Romantic’ opens. She 
medleys ‘I’m Yours’ with ‘Time on 
My Hands.’ ‘I Thought About You,’ 
‘Penthouse’ and 
happy’ are all smart songs, smartly 
chosen for her style. ; 

As for the rest, Panchito is still a 
killer-diller with his Latin terps. 
He’s in his second year here; ditto 
the straight band, Maximilian Ber- 
gere’s. Miss Janis drew a distin- 
guished turnout at the preem, Al- 
fred did his usually affable maitreing 
at the door, and Roberto aide-de- 
camped. 

Incidentally, now that El Morocco 
has abandoned its long familiar 
zebra stripes, the Versailles’ wall- 
tables have the most distinguished 
backgrounds for photographic dis- 
tinction, along with the leopard-skin 
background at Armando’s nitery. All 
of which also proves something or 
other about present-day nite life— 
you used to build a joint for the cus- 
tomers, now you gotta worry if it'll 
also screen well. Abel. 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Mary Raye and Naldi, Lois Jan- 
uary, ‘Senator’ Ford, Anne Gerard, 
Ben Cutler band featuring Betty 
Randall, Eddie LeBaron orch, Dr. 
Sydney Ross. 


Good show at this class sky-high 
nitery, better than some of the line- 
ups in recent months. It’s a nice 
blend of s.a., variety and class. Save 
for Lois January (New Acts), mak- 
ing her New York cafe debut, the 
other turns are repeaters. 


Mary Raye and Naldi have some 
new and unusual terp routines al- 
though they err by acceding to the 
enthusiasm, doing too much. Open- 
ing night they dished forth some 
five or six routines. However, 
they’re extraordinary in their style 
and presentation, and seemingly not 
content to rest on their past per- 
formances. They have interjected 
further novelty with a Beethoven 
and that ‘Sylvia’ lyrical discourse— 
sans music—dancing to the cadence 
of the poetry, which is certainly a 
new wrinkle. 


‘Senator’ Ford is a holdover from 
bigtime vaudeville. Which gives 
an idea of his showmanship and 
stability but, as previously noted, 
when Ford marked his first Rain- 
bow Room engagement, he needs 
punchier material. His present rou- 
tine is more effective than first time 
out, and the topical chatter produc- 
tive of a few snickers, but it’s the 
type of smalltalk that Julius Tannen, 
Doc Rockwell, Senator Murphy and 
others used to discourse upon, Ford, 
with a prop heater. Knows how 
to time his lines, and in general is 
a wow as an after-dinner speaker, 
or before a more relaxed theatre 
audience. But in a room where 
they’re drinking, etc., the effect, 
while good, isn’t too socko. 


Anne Gerard opens with her 
| bianologistic medley on the Stein- 
way which makes a circuit of the 
room on the revolving dance floor. 
| Strictly a class personality, she gets 
by on her charm first and the ivory 
| work second. 


‘Glad to Be Un-| 
etc. 


‘ novelty, on or off a revolving | spun type of humor is contagious 
dance floor, it’s palpably a case of! and clicks in big way. He's liberal 
|Miss Gerard registering primarily | with vocals, contributing his own 


'on her appearance. 


and announcing the acts. Betty 
Randall is his featured vocalist and 
okay. Also neat is Eddie LeBaron. 
tango-rhumba maestro, who goes 
with the Rainbow Room lease, and 


proved in poise and ease as a con-/and several others. 
ferencier; ditto his band. Cutler re- blond lad Tomlin is said to have 
minds of Al Donahue’s progress at) picked out of a Los Angeles choir, 
this same room, gaining assurance scores biggest hit of the acts with his 
with the months in properly pacing | tenoring. 


tunes, ‘The Object of My Affections,’ 


For the rest, Ben Cutler has im-| ‘Love Bug,’ ‘I Did It and I’m Glad’ 


Woody Wilson, 


With the band is attractive, brunet 
Susan Lange, who sings in a hot 
style. Patrons reward her with 
plenty of palm-pounding. Helaine 
and Donaldson, dance duo, click, 


deservedly, on the strength of his' their numbers being as smart as 


special talents with conga, rhumbas, 
Dr. Sydney Ross, table presti- 
digitator, is another holdover, an 
an amazing close-up worker with the 
cards, coin tricks, etc. Abel. 


GAY NINETIES 


(BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.) 


Beverly Hills, Cal., Nov. 24. 
Jack Pepper, Pat and Patsy Moran, 
Marguerite Padula, Caits  Bros., 
Helen Golden. 


A bit of the old Bowery in Bev- 
erly Hills, shaping up more as a 
noble experiment than sound busi- 
ness enterprise, this spot was for- 
merly a_ straight eatery and the 
transformation was seemingly with- 
out regard for the customers’ com- 
fort. The booths are where they 
were formerly, which means that 


some of the patrons must sit with 
backs to the stage. 

Karl Loeb, who operates Wilshire 
Bowl down the street a piece, is also 
the entrepreneur here. That makes 
his two taverns compete against 
each other although the argument 
1s advanced that the clientele are of 
different crusts. If he can get the 
Bevhills swank set to slum at the 
90s he may start something. For a 
straight off-the-street play its 
chances are not so roseate. 

Entertainers are the same mob 
that held forth a few months ago at 
the Barn, Hollywood. It proved a 
short-lived venture. There’s Jack 
Pepper boisterously waving a cane 
and running on the acts, occasion- 
ally leading the imbibers in mass 
vocalizing of the old faves. Mar- 
guerita Padula is easily standout and 
can still whoop up a good low- 
downer. Pat Moran is on deck with 
his dance turn and acrobatics, his 
best effort being a one-man rassling 
bit. Patsy Moran gives 
Irish ditties and the Caits Bros. hoof 
in precision. Helen Golden’s ex- 


a strip tease is right off the cob. 


On the walls are the words of old 

No dancing, ergo no orches- 
Two chaps take turns at 
pounding the keys. 

If the spot clicks, Bevhills may be 
overrun with this type of nitery. A 
winning formula doesn’t lay around 
long here; the town’s that full of 
imitators. Not likely, however, 
they'll tail after this one. Helm. 


HI-HAT, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 
Willie Shore, Gus Van, Mary Lane, 
Alphonse Berg, Muriel Kretlow 


Latter is proficient | 
enough but since pop-medleyists are | 


“The THEAT RE of the STARS’ | 
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(8), Sid Lang Orch. 


Near northside nitery lines up a 
| list of standard names headed by a 
| local boy who has built himself a 
| real following among Chicago sun- 
|dodgers. Willie Shore has played 
cago and has acquired a vast per- 
sonal acquaintance among the cafe 
mob. 

He’s an all-around m.c. and enter- 
tainer, giving ’em dancing, monolog, 
impersonations and general clown- 


plenty of special material. 

About Gus Van little need be said. 
He’s still an established performer 
through years in show business, has 
splendid material and a delivery 
that’s salesmanship itself. Handles 
several dialects in his songs, 


tertainment wherever caught. 

Also from vaude is Alphonse Berg 
with his quick dress-making routine. 
A standard novelty act, Berg fits into 
this nitery show neatly. 

Stripperoo is Mary Lane doing a 


tions. For the finale, the house 
lights are doused while lights in the 
flowers burst forth. Gal has nifty 
dimensions and holds attention. 


nitery line. 
Gold 


TULANE ROOM 


JUNG HOTEL, N. 0.) 


New Orleans, Nov. 26. 
Pinky Tomlin Orch, Woody Wilson, 


son, Joan Brandon, Patsy Ogden. 


This is the only night spot in town 
offering the Hawaiian Blue Room 


its recent unshuttering. 

The Tomlin band is a versatile 
crew, doing jive and sweet tunes 
with equal ease. Tomlin’s home- 


dance with flowers in strategic posi- | 


out with}! 


hibition of a belle of the ’90’s doing | 


An old Chaplin film on a small} 
screen contributes what laughs it} 
may kick up, which weren’t many. ! 


practically every nite spot in Chi- | 


ing with a couple of stooges and has 


each | 
with a sure hand. Guaranteed en- ' 


| 
| 
| 


Kretlow dancers are the typical | 
Orchestra satisfactory. | 


| sells a song well. 


their appearance. 

A femme magician, Joan Brandon, 
buxom and blond, does usual sleight- 
of-hand tricks, and then pulls bar 
trick, similar to Dr. ‘Think a Drink’ 
Hoffman's, that’s a nifty. Asks audi- 
ence what they would like to drink, 
and then proceeds to make the 
drinks seemingly out of thin air and 
serves them to ringsiders free. Gets 
fair response. Patsy Ogden, tap 
dancer with looks and a nifty chassis, 
handles herself capably for okay 
hand. Liuzza. 


HAWAIIAN ROOM 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 


New Orleans, Nov. 25. 
Johnny Hamp Orch, Jane Whitney, 
Gill and Bernice Mason, the Titan 
Trio, The D'Ivons, Jean Mona. 


Town's top nocturnal rendezvous, 
the Hawaiian Blue Room continues 
to attract capacity crowds, partic- 
ularly since opening of racing and 
convention seasons. 

Noticeable is shortness of show, 
but it moves at good tempo and in 
numbers makes up for time limits. 
Only next to closer, The Titans, 
balancing act, hold spot longer than 
other acts. 

On strength of previous visit here 
and an entirely pleasing and work- 
manlike combo, Hamp is drawing 
them to spot in large numbers. He 
contributes good vocal and handles 
m.c.ing pleasingly. Band also pro- 
vides excellent background for the 
show. Jane Whitney, band vocalist, 
also works easily, looks good and 
Members of band 
assist with choruses and novelty 
tunes for good change of pace. 

Gill and Bernice Mason have a 
clever novelty act using three dogs, 
one, a ‘dumb’ bull that does tricks in 
reverse, and the other two, acrobats. 
Act gets nice hand. 

The Titans who perform balancing 
stunts in slow motion, are among the 
standouts. The D’vons are a dance 
team that specializes in modern and 
slightly burlesque ‘versions of Rus- 
sian dances and rhumbas. Pair make 
attractive appearance and their stuff 
is plenty smooth. Jean Mona, looker, 
billed as ‘girl with most beautiful 
legs in world,’ contributes several 
tap routines. Left customers asking 
for more at this show, 


| 
| 


Hamp’s orch dishes out sweet and . 
swing. His music is a nice blending | 
of wind and string, although the. 


brasses were slightly heavy opening 
night because maestro, like prac- 
tically every leader who comes to 
the Blue Room, has difficulty at first 
in toning it down to the size of the 
room, Liuzza. 


Al Donahue plays a private New 
Year’s Eve party at Glen Island Ca- 
sino, Westchester, N. Y. Spot is nor- 
mally closed during winter but will 
unshutter for one night. 


Brandts’ Carlton, Jamaica, 


Quits Full for Split Week 


The Brandts’ Carlton, Jamaica, 
goes from a full-week to split-wee 
vaude stand tomorrow (Thursday) 
with the Ozzie Nelson show. Suq. 
denness of the switch was evident vig 
the fact that the theatre’s trailers up 
till today (Wednesday) continued to 
advertise the Nelson booking as a 
full-weeker. 

Following Nelson, however, the 
house will drop stageshows, and per- 
haps may even close entirely, until 
Dec. 21, when Bob Crosby's band ig 
booked. House then would pick up 
the split-week show changes, 

Carlton has been showing the 
weakest b.o. of all the Brandt 
houses. Weekday biz has been es. 
pecially poor. Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
and Windsor, Bronx, other two 
Brandt vaudfilmers, continue to 
show okay b.o. 


Schnoz’s Eatery 


Albany, Nov. 28. 

Incorporation papers were filed 
here by Jimmy Durante today for a 
restaurant he proposes to establish 
at the N. Y. World’s Fair next year, 
Dunnington & Miller, Wall street at- 
torneys, filed the application, 

Understood he will be associated 
with Jimmy Kelly, Greenwich Vil- 
lage cafe op. 


Auditioning Ams 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 

Manager Jay Golden, of the RKO 
Palace, launches a series of Major 
Bowes auditions next Monday night 
(4), first theatre in country to get 
Bowes’ name such amateur 
shows. Each week's winners will be 
recorded and platters shipped to 
New York to Bowes. 

Ken Sparnon’s orch will play and 
WHEC will broadcast the show. 


ASKS 10G IN SON’S DEATH 
Buckeye Lake, O., Nov. 28. 

A damage suit for $10,000 has been 
filed against the Buckeye Lake Park 
Co. by Mrs. Mary C. Bales, of Lane 
caster, mother of Dean Bales, 26, 
who was killed last July in a fall 
from the roller-coaster at Buckeye 
Lake Park. 

Suit filed in Licking county com- 
mon pleas court. 


| 


SMASH FIT— 


$9 wk. residential rate at New York's 
Hotel Kmpire—at the gateway to 
Times Square. Gives you a fine room 
with private, tiled lavatory and 
toilet. With private bathroom, $10.60. 
See Miss Farriss, Asst. Mgr., today. 


CO. 68-7400 
EMPIRE 


HOTEL 
Broadway and 63d St. New York 


JACK GARRITY, Jr. 


Welcomes you to the 


HOLLYWOOD PLAZA HOTEL 
Hollywood, California 


Catering to the Profession 


BREAKING BUSINESS IN THE 
TAINER IN 
FINISHES 
COLOSIMO’S., 
TRADITIONAL THEATRE 
TREMENDOUS CROWDS. 


AMERICA 
SIX 


AND 


100 THERE SATURDAY 


PERSONAL APPEARANCE. 


NIGHT, 


AMERICA, 


DATES: 


Susan Lange, Helaine and Donald- | 


any kind of competition, and capac- | 
ity crowds have been the rule since. 


| 
| 
| 
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N.1.G. TOPS OWN 
AMAZING RECORD 
OF SUCCESS IN CHICAGO 


AFTER PLAYING THE STATE LAKE, ORIENTAL AND PALACE 
IN SUCCESSION WITH ONE YEAR, AFTER TEN WEEKS OF 
SWANKY » 
KALPH HITZ, N.T.G. (NILS THOR GRANLUND) MOST UNIQUE ENTER- 
THE 
KRECORD-BREAKING 
NEVER BEFORE IN THE 23 YEAR HISTORY OF TAI 
RESTAURANT 


N.T.G. HAD PREVIOUSLY BROKEN EVERY RECORD pede 
MAYFAIR CASINO IN CLEVELAND AND THE ADELPHI HOTEL, 
PHILADELPHIA, 

HIS STAY AT COLOSIMO’S WAS CLIMAXED WHEN METRO- 


GOLDWYN-MAYER CONVENTIONEERS GAVE A DINNER PARTY FOR 
AND ROBERT TAYLOR 
MOST OF ATH 
HAVE BEEN N.T.G.’S PERSONAL FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS WI 

LOEW OR M-G-M FOR OVER 20 YEARS. : 
TO A GREAT SHOWMAN ‘BY SOME OF THE LEADING FILM MEN O 


N.T.G, WISHES TO THANK PERSONALLY AL LICHTMAN, BILL 
ROGERS, TOM CONNORS, ED SAUNDERS AND HIS OTHER FRIENDS 
FOR THEIR THOROUGH FULNESS. eq 

WITHOUT A DAY'S LAYOFF N.T.G. GOES INTO AARON JONES 
ORIENTAL THEATRE, OPENING DEC. 1. 


PALACE, AKRON (FOURTH TIME), DEC. 8, 9, 10, 11 
FLATBUSH, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK CITY, DEC. 14 
WINDSOR, NEW YORK CITY, DEC. 21 
JAMAICA, NEW YORK, DEC. 28 


OTHERS TO FOLLOW 


Personal Manager: HARRY ROMM 
RKO BUILDING, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


RECORD- 
CONGRESS CASINO FOR 
BUSINESS. 
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WB Pulling Vaude From All Philly 
Spots As Result of Union Stalemate 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

Big-time vaude dies in Philadel- 
phia following the last performance 
of Louella Parsons Hollywood troupe 
at the Earle Thursday (30). The 
death sentence was passed jointly by 
the management of the Warner cir- 
cuit and Local 77, American Federa- 
jion of Musicians when neither 
would give in on their stand regard- | 
ing next year’s contract. 

As things stand now, the 2,700- | 
seater Earle will be shuttered en- | 
tirely. Plans for operating the house | 
as a second-run filmer were shelved | 
when it was decided that it would | 


| 


be more profitable to darken it en- 
tirely. 

Negotiations for a new contract, 
under way since the beginning of 
this month, are at a stalemate, with 
both sides adamant in their posi- 
tions and refusing to compromise. 
The union demands that the status | 
quo of the present contract be main- | 
tained, while the circuit wants bands | 
only where it intends to follow a! 
vaude policy. 

Chief bone of contention, as in 
other years, is the Fox theatre, 
where a 20-piece orchestra has been 
maintained despite the fact that only | 
films are shown there. This is a} 
hangover from the days when War- | 
ners had stage shows both at the 
Earle and the Fox. 

Union spokesmen claim that War- 
ners declaration that it will not re- | 
new its contract under the same con- 
ditions constitutes ‘a lockout’ of its 
members. | 
_At the present time Warners em- 
ploys orchestras at the Fox and 
Earle, full time; and at the Alle- 
gheny, Kent, Frankford, Alhambra, 
and Oxford on weekends. Four | 
weeks ago vaude was dropped at 
the Kent, Frankford and Alham- 
bra, with the other two houses op- 
erating stage shows only on Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

Officials of the Musicians Union 
estimated that its members will lose 
more than $175,000 in annual wages 
if WB goes through with its threat 
to dispense with music altogether. 
This loss, on top of the shrinkage 
in openings for local musicians due 
to garnering of choice spots by out- 
of-town name bands, will put a ter- 
rific strain on the union’s treasury, 
now near the breaking point sup- 
porting unemployed musicians. 

Folding of the Earle and the War- 
ner nabes will leave Fay’s, in West 
Philly, and the Carmen, in North 
Philly, both indie houses, as the only 
vaude spots in town. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 28. 

A real message to this column: 
‘Dear Happy, if you know of any ail- 
ing artist that might miss his Thanks- 
giving dinner, see that he gets it and 
charge same to me.’ Signed, A. B. 
(Tony’) Anderson. 

George Neison, who does weight- 
lifting act, stopped off to show the 
ozoners how easy it is to lift 500 
pounds. 

Bill Headley, ex-theatre manager | 
of Rimmersburg, Pa., left after a 
checkup that landed him a 100% O.K. 

Sam Putnam, writer, who mastered 
the rib op, now up for mild exercise, 
while Max Smallens shot back to the 
Rogers from the general hospital and 
taking bows from a bronchioscopy. 

Ben Schaeffer passed another mile- 
stone, 

A medal for fighting spirit and 
cheerfulness should go to Grace 
MacDonald, who has mastered five 
Stages of the rib op and is now al- 
lowed downstairs to witness the talk- 
ers after one year of strictly in bed. 

Charley (Juggling) Barrett is be- 
ing wheel-chaired downtown, but 
still cheerful, although he has totally 
lost use of both his legs. 

Betty Huntington’s was 
called at the local bank night give- 
away of $320, but she left the old 
N.V.A. san five years ago to resume 
work in N.Y. 

Milton Levy, the little comic who 


+ 


| Transcontinental. 


{stations or 
tinues to insist that it is merely try- | 


Warning on Kids 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 


Rochester civie and liquor board 
officials joined in warning niteries to 
halt growing practice of children ap- 
pearing as entertainers. 


Robert M. Mulford, acting head of | 


the Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, announced he had the 
names of some 200 entertainers un- 
der 16 years old who had been per- 
forming around town, though fewer 
than 20 permits had been issued. He 
warned the law forbids any person 
under 18 from appearing as an enter- 
tainer or employe in a place that 
sells beer or liquor. 


BERT LEVEY GETTING 


WINNIPEG VAUDE SPOT 


Seattle, Nov. 28. 


northwest manager 
levey circuit, reports 


Len Maniell, 
for Bert 


; Playhouse, Winnipeg, Canada, open- 


ing Dec. 18 with Levey vaude. 

This gives Levey week stands in 
Winnipeg, Vancouver, B. C., Portland 
and Seattle, and half week in Spo- 
kane, 


Transcontinental 


Continued from page 24 


|}agency here for a Mutual time pur- 
|chase by 
products 


B-S-H for virtually the 
as are planned for 
Weber has been 
time on the Mutual 
such a deal, as and 


busy clearing 
stations for 
when. 

Hill Blackett, jockeyed into the 
limelight in the current battle be- 
tween Transcontinental and Mutual, 
has been trying to call a halt and is 
insisting that neither he nor the 


‘agency is to be put in any spot or 


mixed up in any wrangles involving 
networks. B-S-H con- 


ing to buy favorable time and sta- 
tions for its clients and that it is not 
interested in sitting in on any radio 
family squabbles. 


WJIBK Shifts Schedule 
Detroit, Nov. 28. 
WJBK,. which has signed up for 
proposed Transcontinental network, 
has its program schedules in readi- 


|ness for anticipated shift to Elliott 
| Roosevelt's web first of year. Prob- | 
| lem was considerable because indie 
| 250-watt 


station has hefty sked of 
foreign-language commercial pro- 
grams, which have provided a good 
bulk of station's 
past several years. 

Under anticipated setup of 45 hours 


of broadcasting from Transcontin- 
ental, WJBK will be able to shift 
program sked without loss of rev- 


enue from that phase, according to 
James F. Hopkins, general manager 
of station. 
KRSC, Seattle, Probable Link 
Seattle, Nov. 28. 
If Elliott Roosevelt's 
nenta!l Broadeasting System links 
into Seattle, KRSC, local independent, 
will probably be the outlet. Andrew 


Haley, Washington, D. C., radio at- | 
torney and formerly of the FCC 
legal staff, representing Roosevelt's 
new web, presently is making sta- 


tion-to-station calls in this state, 
Oregon, Montana, Nevada and Colo- 
rado. 

At first it was not 
Transcontinental would 
Northwest at the start. 


thought that 
include the 
Haley said 


ihe was lining up independents and | 


not trying to muscle into Mutual's 


Coast outlets. 
KSAL, KGNO, KWBG Join 
Kansas City, Nov. 28. 
Jack Stewart, of KCMO here, who 
is regional v.p. of the new Trans- 
continental web, reports that three 
Kansas outlets have signed as mem- 


revenue during | 


Transconti- | 


left here in 1929, is now driving a. 
truck for a film exchange in Cleve- | 
land, Ohio. 


bers of the new net. Merle Tucker, 
gm. of KSAL, Salina, Kans., is 
Slipfoot Clifton, blackface comic of bringing his station into the new 
an Arnam days, is reported on the | set-up. Station changes from 1500 
upbeat at the Nassau County, L. I, | kw. to 1120 kw. and jumps from 250 
Sanatorium. | watts to 1,000 in Dec. 
Ann Comerford, Dorothy Meachen,} KGNO, Dodge City, under J.C. 
Carl Kern, Marie Broom, Rogerites, | Denious, and KWBG, Hutchinson, 


are now up for meals two days a under W. B. Greenwald are also | : 
Casino after a year’s darkness. 


week after a siege of bed routine. ‘signed and will carry the Cotton 


Sally Rand to H’wood 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Sally Rand and her troupe of 26 
open a three-week stand at Floren- 
tine Gardens here Christmas week. 


for additional time. 

Also booked by Paul Savoy was 
Jack LaRue for the Roxy, Salt Lake, 
and Gene Austin with company of 
12 for tour of Fox-West Coast thea- 
tres, 


DETROIT NUTS 
ABOUT RHUMBA 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 


As far north as this spot is from 
the lands of the clicking castinets 
and stamping heels, Detroit is red- 
hot for the conga and rhumba. Some 
niteries have gone overboard for the 
Spanish stuff and most of the others 
cash in on the current craze with 
rhumba and conga evenings. 

It all started a year ago when 
Xavier Cugat opened up the Hotel 
Statler’s Terrace room. Band tied 
{up with the Arthur Murray dancers 
in the same hotel, who showed the 
way to do it. Cugat stayed on for three 
and a half months, left for six weeks, 
and then was hustled right back 
to finish the season. Cugat reopened 
the Terrace Room in October and 
will stay on for several more weeks. 
Again this season, Murray dancers 
are putting the customers hep to how 
its done and, in addition, dance team 
of Paul and Eva Reyes, who work in 
floor show before the band, have 


tors, 
Swank Club Royale also has tied 
in with Detroiters’ desire to do their 


| Danny Demetry’s band is 
| ack Typical of the cashing in on 
| the craze is the London Bar, down- 
|town eatery making a bid for the 
nitery business. In addition to reg- 
ular orch, spot brought in last week 
| Don Remon (4) and Pura Reyes, who 
| had worked with Cugat. Biz went 
up better than 40%. 


e15 YEARS AGOc« 


(From VARIETY) 


London 
able to put the finger on the cause 
of the biz slump. There was no ap- 
parent reason for the lag. 


The Empire, former ace London 
| vauder, was figured likely to end 
}its variety revival. Much hope was 
held out for British vaude upbeat 
providing the Empire could success- 
fully operate. 


Recent success of Mme. Gadski 
at the Hipp, N. Y., resulted in the 


booking of other Met singers. Car- 
mela Ponselle was one of those set. 


Alice Brady was foregoing her 
| proposed return to legit for vaude. 
|She was shortly to begin rehearsals 
lin a new playlet by Minnie Mad- 
'dern Fiske. 

Charlie Chaplin's new leading 
lady, Lita Grey, became his new 
leading lady maritally also. 


J. Harold Murray and Ben Bernie 
goaled ’em at the Palace, N. Y. Mur- 
ray’s tenor was a setup for vaude, 
following his experience in legit mu- 
sicals, 

Double feature film system was 
said by exhibs to be flopping out- 
'side N. Y. Biz didn’t warrant added 
rental expense. 
Cold spell clipped New York 
theatres while Chicago and Los An- 
| geles were doing fairly hefty b.o. 


James Cruze’s chances of directing 
his recent bride, Betty Compson, in 


If biz holds up, she'll be optioned ' 


joined the dance school as instruc- | 


stepping in the South American way. | 
at this | 


legit managers were un- | 


AFA Ready for Dissolution: 
Paid-Up Members to Share $8-10,000 


+> 


The American Federation of Ac- 
tors, now without a labor union 
charter, is ready to dissolve. A mass 
meeting of the paid-up membership 
as of July 14 last has been called 
some for the afternoon of Dec. 15 at 
Union Church, New York. 

Prior to the meeting, the member- 
ship is voting on dissolution of the 
AFA’s Death Benefit Fund via writ- 
ten ballots mailed to them on Sat- 
urday (25). This means that the 
coin now in the AFA’s relief and 
death benefit funds will be divided 
among those members who were 
| paid up when the Associated Actors 
'and Artistes of America revoked the 
AFA’s charter. 


Self-Opposish 


Syracuse, Nov. 28. 

Constant shifts of talent in lo- 
cal niteries has reached 
sort of a climax with the in- 
stallation of Irving Jacobs as 
m.c. at Club Candee here. Jacobs 
for two years was no: only m.c., 
but one of the owners of Club 
Irving, named for him. 

Club Irving is still operating 
full blast, but Irving is now 
working hard for the club's prin- 


cipal opposition. 
There are no definite figures on 


FLO BERNARD QUITTING | figures on 
AS PHILLY EMA’S PREZ 2000. ‘Tater’ is deemed 


more likely to be correct. 


, With all of the AFA’s bills and 

Philadelphia, Nov. 28. expenses paid out of the Death 

Florence Bernard, president of the | Benefit Fund, which the organiza- 
Entertainment Managers’ Assn., org| tion’s constitution permits, it isn’t 


likely that more than $8-10,000 will 
remain, indicating that the members 


of 10-percenters here, will resign 
that position next week because of 
‘pressing business.’ | will receive about $5 top each. 

She has been president of the! TThere’s no line on the plans of 
group since its formation. | Ralph Whitehead following dissolu- 

A meeting will be held tomorrow | tion of the AFA. As executive sec- 
(Wed.) to nominate new officers. | retary, the charges against him of 
| mismanagement, resulted in revoca- 
_ tion of the AFA’s charter, although 
| Whitehead claims to be innocent of 
| any wrong-doing. He refused to 
| Participate in the Four A’s hearing 
| on the charges, insisting that an im- 
'to make the best adjustments possi- | partial arbitration board be chosen, 
‘ple, he said, especially for the stores | As he explained it, the Four A’s 
|that had, or were going out of busi- | W@S Sitting in the role of ‘prosecu- 
ness. One other department store | tf Persecutor and trial judge’ and 
|had received a 20% abatement and | that the cards were stacked against 
'so it was agreed that the Shepard | ?im. 


he: | Sophie Tucker’s loyalty in stick- 


Boston Fight 


Continued from page 29 


| ing by his side, and an affiliation 
| At the same time Tobin was ques- | With the stagehands’ union, later 
| tioned about his election campaign. abrogated, almost precipitated one 
|He admitted that he knew Leland of the worst strikes in show biz 
| Bickford, managing editor of the history. This passed off. when the 


| Yankee Network News Service, and; Four A’s and the International Al- 
i that the latter had given two radio | liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
|speeches in his behalf. However, ! ployees reached a last-minute agree- 
he said that cash had been paid in| ment on the Coast. 

|advance for those speeches, and that | oo 


'he had had nothing to do with se- 
|lecting Bickford to give them, since | = 
| that had been handled by a speak- |} Mpls. Burley Closing 
|ers bureau. He did not tell Bick- | Aft 
er N.G. Season 


| ford what to say, nor had he any 
; relations with Shepard at least three elaine 


weeks prior to the speech, Tobin ; 
per Minneapolis, Nov. 28. 
In explaining his reasons for hiring | _, As regular schedule, burley 
, Gayety here closes first half of its 


Merritt Thompson as city collector, 
| Tobin said that he had met Shep- 
ard at a luncheon and they had dis- 
cussed the difficulty of getting ca- 
pable men to fill city posts. There- 


season Thursday (30). 

Usual reopening is in April, but 
Harry Hirsch may take a flyer and 
resume operations New Year’s week, 


although current seaso boxoffi 
s | res s have en consider: - 
ager, who was out of work. After ‘ ine 


investigation, according to Tobin, 
he hired Thompson and found him, 

one of the best collectors the city Ire nch Follies Giving 


ever had 
On Wednesdy 
abatement story was revealed, Shep- | 


in that difficult job. 


A Lincoln a Stage Show 
1e 


tax Nov. 28. 


day the Lincoln, 


ee First vaude in Lincoln in more 
ard was forced to tell his salary and ‘ 
than a year comes (4-6) with How- 
income from his various radio e€n- ; 
ard Federer’s spotting of Sollie 
terprises, After several verbal | 
Childs’ ‘French Follies’ unit in the 
clashes between rival attorneys and 
Liberty. Will do three-a-day, with 
over his Own objections Shepard 
single show matinee and then close 
stated that he received an annual 


down until evening. 


OF tie net House seats only 1,000 and ‘Follies’ 


salary of $40,000 plus 10% 
profits over $125,000. 


is a 40-people show. Deal vegas ne- 
Shepard had said earlier that he 
vgotiated by Kroger Babb. 
‘did not know what the tax abate- 
ment amounted to and when ques- 


retorted, 


tioned about his salary, he 
‘What I get is nobody’s business. 


Geo. Foster’s Book 


Gum insisted, ‘It’s everybody’s 
business,’ and was sustained by Ex- London, Nov. 28. 
aminer Porter. What amounts to a history of Eng- 
At the same time Shepard ad- lish variety contained in George 
mitted that Bickford’s salary was Foster’s ‘The Spice of Life’ or ‘65 
about $100 a week and that he re- Years in the Glamour World.’ 
ceived no bonus outside his salary. Head of Fosters’ agency touches on 


phases of flesh entertainment in 
s new book published here. It ran 
British press origin- 


It was testified earlier in the session’ al] 

that the Yankee Network made a net h 

profit of $141,913.27 during 1938 and serially in the 

earned a net of $109,812.07 during ally. 

the 30-week period ending July 29, Sie 

1939. On Friday Shepard testified | 

| that the Colonial Network made be- Freedman $ Ams 

tween $10,000 and $15,000 on a $90,- Newark, N. J., Nov. 28. 
Newest amateur stage venture here 


000 contract for broadcasting major 
league baseball games in Boston.|is Zac Freedman’s ‘Your Protege,’ 


a pic for Paramount were getting! wren further questioned by Gum on | 30-minute show presented each Mon- 
slimmer. A Lois Wilson im been salaries paid executives of the day in conjunction with Adams 
| SECRR TAS Cruzes time for his next Yankee and Colonial networks and; vaude offering and aired through 
|feature, while Miss Compson was stations WNAC and WAAB, all of ,WNEW hook-up direct from stage. 


| being handled by other directors for 


Congress Relighting 


Write to those you know who are Bow! game Jan. 1 as the inaugural | 


broadcast, 


her next two. 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
hotel is 


Congress reopening its 
Relights Dec. 21 with the Ted, 
Fiorito orch. 


which Shepard owns, the latter ob- 
jected strenuously. He said ‘the in- 
formation would be detrimental to 
the company’s business.’ 

During the rest of last week’s ses- 
sion most of the proceedings were 
simply a sparring back and forth be- 
tween counsels in an attempt by 
Spearman to prevent further infor- 
mation being revealed. 


Winners get week’s contract to ap- 
pear in same house starting follow- 
ing Friday. Broadcast is sponsored 
over WNEW by Sachs Furniture 
stores. Airings started Monday (27). 

At end of 13 weeks, tentative plans 
call for wind-up competition among 
weekly winners, winner of this show 
to take screen test. No definite pic- 


i ture tie-un set vet 
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ABC, PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 8. 

Joan Warner with Avilla 
Bradley, Jeanne Aubert, Frehel, 
Mauricet, Gabriello, Peech, De 
Rocroy, George Dorlis, Jacqueline 


|dance and manages to be seen ag 


her and gives out with the old golf | 
routine, which includes not knowing | 
‘how to hold the caddie.’ Bob Oakley | 


had been straighting for Miss Wilson | 


Miss Bacon is back with her fan_ 


Figus, Lucienne Dugard, Timenon | casionally even under the blue lights. 


Avalis (7). 


Goldin’s sixth successive season at 
the ABC offers a spicy, colorful pro- 
gram with a pleasing change of pace. 

The ABC's reopening Oct. 27 was 


bulk of the playing time, going in for | 
! 


~ The opening stage show of Mitty | 


| 
|of tunes and leads the orchestra, the | 


Rita Rio’s all-girl orch holds the! 


swing and some specialty work by | 
individual members of the orchestra. 
personations of some name_ band- | 
leaders. Miss Rio warbles a couple | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Lennie Hayton Orch (12), Robin- 


and on her current vaude tour, but is nO son & Martin, Larry Adler, Beverly 
| longer with her. 


Roberts with Al Siegal, 3 Sailors; 
‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G). 

Lennie Hayton’s crack dansapation 
is more or less of a stage wait as used 
in the current Loew's State lineup. 
Save for a couple of specialties, he 


| Specialties consist of so-called im- | merely backs the variety show while 


Ruby Zwerling’s trench unionists 
are on furlough this session. Hay- 
ton has been in and out of the scene 


more significant Shan those of | patoning consisting mostly of wig-/ this past year_on a rather irregu- 


former years. With the capital’s| 
night life still a few steps removed | 
from normal, its unshuttering was), 
the signal for all the other hesitating 
music-hall directors to follow suit. 
Within a few days of Goldin’s an- 
nouncement all the other houses had 
reopened or had taken steps for im- 
minent reopening, thereby normal- 
izing this aspect of the capital’s en- 
tertainment life. 

Goldin’s opening program is a 
switch from revue, which he tried 
last season and to which he says he 
will return within the next few 
months. Although most of the acts 
have been previously seen here sep- 
arately or together in part, as a 
whole they offer the best class talent 
the capital has to offer. 

Heading the bill is Joan Warner, 
the American of G-string fame. She 
is backstopped by the American 
dancing couple, Avilla and Bradley, 
who supply the only artistry of the 
act and go a long way towards steal- 
ing it. Miss Warner fails to display 
anything she hasn’t already—includ- 
ing her chassis. With a painting of 
herself in the nude, the American 
does an adoration dance ending with 
the usual disrobing. The audience’s 
reaction was cold at this catching. 
She depends entirely on her supple- 
ness and her excellent wardrobe to 

ull her through in other numbers, 
including the cycle of dances from 
1850 to the futuristic ones of 1950. 

Jeanne Aubert, almost as well 
known in America as in France, dis- 
plays her oldtime artistry and seems 
well in her element in houses of the 
ABC class. Although she hasn’t any- 


thing new, her femininity seems to 
get her over. Her repertoire of | 
songs includes two war numbers, one 
Lucienne Boyer’s hit ‘Somewhere in 
France.’ 

To Frehel go the main honors of 
the show. Singing a number of racy 
tunes in a generally raucous voice 
which sometimes hits excellent low 
registers, she has the audience eat- | 
ing out of her hand. Sort of a Fanny 
Brice and Kate Smith rolled into one, 
and heavy on the sex. Reaction to 
her gay and sad offerings is spon- 
taneous. Love ballad by Francis 
Carco and an amusing skit, ‘I’m the | 
Catch-Catch Girl,’ introes her well. 

Mauricet and Gabriello pull well 
with familiar songs. Mauricet goes 
to town with ‘You Must Try to Un- 
derstand,’ an oldie brought up to date | 
and tying well with the international | 
situation. Gabriello grimaces, wise- 
cracks and generally sings himself 
into the audience’s good graces. 

Peech warms up the audience in 
the opener with caricatures and 
chatter. including cartoons of Hitler, 
Mussolini, Chamberlain and_ the 
much married ‘Pasha’ Guitry. De 
Rocroy, magician, turns in-an excel- 
lent displav of vanishing cards and 
doves and has the audience guessing 
when out of the same glass pitcher 
he pours white, red, green. blue} 
‘liqueurs,’ poring them back into 
pitcher to get still other combina- 
tions. 

George Dorlis gives a rather orig- 
inal, historical conception of the 
dance. demonstrating in an amusing. 
shuffling style how each dance had 
a utilitarian beginning. Jacqueline 
Figus does some passable toe tans. 
Lucienne Dugard does a few ballads, 
including a ‘Snow White’ hit and one 

composed by Goldin himself. Pro- 
gram winds up with tumbling by the 
seven Timenon Arabs. Spectacular 


but similar to plenty of other tum- | Downes, Marvell Maxwell, Red In-|Shep Fields very much good, but he | apparently like the act. For a flash 
Paul | was getting a better break at the/| finale, the line appears in abbrevi- 


opens program with! Winchell, Patsy Marr; ‘Little Acci- | end of the day. 


seen before. 
Orchestra 
marching war songs, ‘Madelon’ and 
‘Tipperarv.” and winds up with the 
*‘Marseillaise’?’ and ‘God Save the 
King.’ Along with program comes a 
drawing showing all the shelters in 
the neighborhood, just in case. 
Ravo. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago Nov. 25. 
Marie Wilson, Toby Wing, Faith 


Bacon, Hilton and Dell, Betty and | 


Barbara, Rita Rio Orch; ‘High Grey 
Walls’ (Col). 


All-girl show is duck-soup for the 
mooches this week who like to 
whistle at Faith Bacon and stamp 
their feet every time Toby Wing 
gives ’em a little bump or Rita Rio 
shakes a hip. It’s thy kind of show, 
sloppy for the most part, but some- 
how plenty appealing, due to the 
dame stuff, for the two-bits mob. 

Miss Wing sings some special- 
material songs, being short on diction 
and delivery. Special material is not 
clever but her sexy appearance gets 
her over. She had been with the 
‘Night at Moulin Rouge’ revue, pres- 
ently tourins the midwest, until re- 
cently. Marie Wilson makes a nifty 
appearance in white but her goofy- 
gal routine is not solid. Maude Hil- 
ton. of Hilton and Dell. works with 


gling the anatomy. She also m.c.s| 
the show, latter amounting mostly to | 
forcing applause both in front and | 
behind each act. 

Hilton and Dell are a two-woman 
crossfire turn, with lots of lowdown | 
comedy and a tendency to imply 
blue stuff. though there is actually } 
no real off-color material. Miss Hil- 
ton works particularly hard and 
punches over her gags. 

Sylvia and Clemence, tumbling 
comedy team, are back in the Loop 
closely behind their recent appear- 
ance here. They are now billed, as 
Betty and Barbara. A standard act, 
they put over their roughhouse 
knockabout solidly. 

Business neat. Gold. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 23. 
Jack Lenny and Statler Twins (3), 
Chick and Lee, Will and Gladys 
Ahern, Del Casino, Five Mazellos, 
Larry Flint House Orch; ‘Danger 
— (Mono) and ‘Escape’ (20th), 
dual, 


Combination of radio acts and 
standard vaude turns add to good 
entertainment this week. Del Casino, 
tenor, gets top billing, though new 
around here. His radio reputation 
was indicated bv greeting at es 


show. Opens with ‘South American 
Way,’ but registers best with ‘Be- 
guine’ and ‘South of Border.’ Closes 
with an Italian number of the ro- 
mantic type, ‘Come Back to Serenca.’ 
Voice is smooth and pleasing and | 
he’s on the modest side, but he still | 
needs more vaude experience to} 
command more serious stage atten- 
tion. 

Chick and Lee, comedy singers | 
and impersonators, fill the deuce sat- 
isfactorily, registering well with im- 
pressions of Winchell, Clem McCar- 
thy, an Italian politician and a grand 
opera burley. Standout in their 
repertoire is the impersonation of | 
three tobacco auctioneers—the fa- 
miliar one heard on the radio, plus 
Chinese and Italian versions of the 
same rapid-fire spieling. 

Jack Lenny and the Statler Twins 
open the bill, clicking nicely in pre- 
cision dancing and a jitterbug finish. 
Lenny’s solo rhythm tap also spices 
the act. 

Will and Gladys Ahern handle the 
comedy with swell rope-twirling 
done with solo and dual dancing. 
Each also does some incidental vo- 
calizing, while comedy patter is 
okay. A ballroom dance, including 
some regulation lifts, with the couple 
keeping a large lariat circling around 
them, is smart: a solo toe number by 
Miss Ahern also clicks. While his 
partner is making a costume change, 
Ahern does some nifty stunts with a} 
small loop. 

The Maxellos have supplanted two 
of the bovs with girls since they last | 
played this house, and the new | 

|troupers fit well into the samniiier, | 
|fast risley act. They close the show 
neatly. Fox. 


SHUBERT, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 
Ted Weems Orch (14) with Elmo 
|Tanner, Perry Como, Ormond 


|gle; Arren and_ Broderick, 


| dent’ (U). 
| 


This week’s layout is in 
| groove. The Weems’ combo turns in 


acts supply variety and comedy in 
good measure. 

Maestro does his wand-waving and 
m.c.ing trimly. Orch’s themer, ‘Out 
of the night,’ drew warm opening 
applause and customers continued in 
a receptive mood when caught until 
its final arrangement of the pop 
feudin’ tune, ‘Martins and the Coys.’ 

Elmo Tanner, topflight whistler, 
solos several numbers and above-par 
vocaling is done on others by Perry 
Como and Marvell Maxwell, singly. 
| Ses Ingle does okay on fiddle and 
clarinet clowning. Ormond Downes, 
drummer, and Rex Kelly, guitarist, 
also register in specialties. Band’s 
arrangement on ‘Old Gang of Mine’ 
is exceptionally good. 

Patsy Marr does a fast five minutes 
of acro terps, featuring rhythm taps 
on the top of her wooden soldier- 
suit hat while handstanding. Paul 
Winchell, in tails, uses a redheaded 
dummy, Jerry, and works and sounds 
much like Edgar Bergen. Makes a 
dandy appearance. 

Arren and Broderick are surefire. 
Miss Broderick regales witb facial 
expressions and body’ wriggling 
while burlesquing a harem dancer, 
operatic coloratura and prima. 

Koll. . 


lar schedule. His reorganized band 
came back for a brief spell for Old 
Gold (Benchley) but the pianist-ar- 
ranger maestro merits more impor- 
tant spotlighting than here. He may 
get it when he follows Joe Venuti 


|into Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y., tomor- 


row (Thursday). 

Possessed of a brisk team of 13 
(five brass, four reeds and four 
rhythm), he opens with a bounce 
specialty and then is fronted by a 
femme warbler (unbilled) doing 
‘Face the Music and Sing the Blues’ 
and ‘Goody Goodbye’ in acceptable 
fashion. Her name is Linda Keene. 


Bob Robinson and Virginia Mar- 
tin (New Acts) follow with con- 
certed taps, then Larry Adler, back 
on Broadway after a long trek 
around the world, in British and 
Aussie varieties primarily. An 
alumnus of the Borrah Minevitch 
setup, he’s an expert soloist on his 
harmonica, skillfully and showman- 
ly selling his dandy arrangements of 
‘South American Way,’ ‘Night and 
Day’ medleyed with ‘Tigar Rag’ 
(given a nice Hollywood touch by 
his announcement ‘as done by me in 
WB’s ‘Singing Marine’) and finally 
Liszt's second Hungarian Rhapsody 
which caused almost show-stopping 
results. Youngster had to beg off. 

Hayton’s ‘Ubangi Man,’ band spe- 
cialty, gives him and his men, not- 
ably Bunny Shawker, the specialist 
on the Leedy skins, the deserved 
spot to stand out. Then Beverly 
Roberts (New Acts), ‘presented’ by 
Al Siegal, who accomps her and 
who rates more than casual posies 
for having done wonders with this 
girl. Miss Roberts, who got some 
Hollywood film attention following 
a brief Broadway break-in, is now a 


|}seasoned songstress under Siegal’s 


able tutelage and can go far. She’s 
considerably changed from her last 
year’s showing at the State. 

The 3 Sailors mop up in the clos- 
ing groove with their surefire nauti- 
cal nonsense. 


{like Adler, whose mouth-organ is of 


universal appeal, likewise have faced 
no border or linguistic restrictions 
in the past. Their comedy panto has 
been as effective in the French Ri- 
viera casinos, as ‘in London, or at 
Loew’s State on Broadway. 
Because of the holiday weekend, 
Thursday and Friday saw five shows 
daily on a curtailed grind basis that 
brooked for no encores and not much 
cinematic hors d'oeuvres to augment 
the ‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G) film fea- 
ture. Incidentally. manager Al Rosen 
is dipping in and out of his house 
now on a limited schedule follow- 
ing his long siege. Abel, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 24. 
Shep Fields Orch (15), 4 Inkspots, 
Bob Dupont, Wynn, Brach & Ames, 
Claire Nunn. Hal Derwin, Jerry 
Stewart; ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ 
(RKO). 


| This WB house has had better 
| shows, but then it’s had poorer ones, 
|too. A ragged first performance was 
against it, but by early evening, 
|; things had straightened out and lay- 
out was running much smoother, 
| with results that were commen- 
surate. Poor routining didn’t do 


Maestro of rippling rhythms still 
|has a first-rate outfit, although it 


here year and a half ago. Falls 


an excellent job and three additional | down chiefly in the specialists, few ; 


of whom remain, vocalists are just 
|so-so and that corking old accordion 
iensemble of his is missed. Other- 
| wise, he continues to peddle ear-ease 
melodies, holding forth neatly against 
}era of crash and din, and should be 
|}ready to cash in again when and if 
| the about-face comes. 

For singers, Fields has Jerry 
Stewart and Hal Derwin, both okay, 
but just that. Pipes are all right but 
they sell poorly. He also has 
Claire Nunn, who sits in at second 
piano. She solos a wicked boogey- 
woogey keyboard, which would be 
more effective if they’d stick a mike 
closer to her to pick it up, but her 
warbling isn’t so hot. Shuttles be- 
tween mike and piano, clicking 
smartly on the latter but getting by 
in her canarying more on pep and 
and personality than anything else. 

Fields gets under way with ‘Apple 
for Teacher,’ with a male trio com- 
ing in near the end, and then gives 
his male pianist a sock solo on 
‘Gayety.’ That's followed by Wynn, 
Brach and Ames, two men and a 
girl, well-groomed dancing three- 
some who present a pleasant inter- 
jlude of musical comedy leanings. 
They’re nice lookers and terp well, 
but turn bogs things down here and 


would be more effective in a differ- 
ent setting. 

One of Fields’ trumpeters next 
|steps down from stand to toot a 
|'chorus and sing another on ‘Sunny 
‘Side of Street,’ Stewart following to 
| vocalize ‘My Prayer’ and ‘Over the 


| Rainbow.’ That brings on Bob Du-} Nov. 1. 
a 


'pont, comedy juggler, and spot’s 
| pushover for him since mob’s ready 
'for a ripe laugh. He bowls ’em over 


ones, too. 


On his heels comes Miss Nunn | Paramount's show this week sli 


|for her piano-vocal session, after | 
| which Derwin, guitarist, steps down 
| to sing ‘South of Border,’ ‘Shortenin’ 
| Bread’ and ‘Blue Orchids.’ Nice voice 
but little salesmanship. That brings 
on the Inkspots, who have their own 
piano accompanist, and it’s been a 
long time since the Stanley has wit- 
nessed such a riot. Dusky singing 
foursome, who have hit top in short 
time via records and radio, could 
barely get off when caught. Did 
seven numbers and even then Fields 
couldn’t crack through to go into 
his finale. Inkspots work fast and 
little wonder they've stepped into 
high niche. Click biggest of all, of 
course, on ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ which 
really made ’em. 

No overture this week on account 
of length of feature, Nurse Edith 
Cavell’ (RKO), and even newsreel 
was slashed to a few clips. Biz ter- 
rific; however, it’s invariably that 
way day after Thanksgiving, with no 
school. House packed to rafters at 
first show, with the ropes up. Cohen. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 25. 
Evelyn Royce, Glyde Snyder, Min- 
nesota Co-Ed Dancers (12), 3 Flames, 
3 Freshmen, Inga Nelson and Ben 
Smith, Hugh Herbert Co. (2), Jack 
Malerich’s House Orch; ‘SOS Tidal 
Wave’ (Rep). 


House barges back into the spot- 
light with a name headliner again, 
Hugh Herbert, who’s backed by com- 
mendable production this week. 

Glyde Snyder, new house m.c. and 
producer, employs a Hollywood idea 
cleverly to impart a measure of unity 
to the proceedings. Initial chorus 
number brings out the 12 girls in} 
stunning gold aviatrix attire, and | 
they wind up their prancing by} 
| forming themselves into an airplane 
| Which makes off for the nation's 


| film capital to the accompaniment of 


sound and screen effects. 
Then the scene shifts to ‘Holly- | 


Comedy threesome. | W°°d’ and the ‘celebrities’ come for- 


| ward from among the ‘guests’ to | 
| provide entertainment. Feminine | 
steppers, now in evening gowns, sit 
| decoratively at tables and the band | 
| occupies the stand. Snyder officiates 
|capably and also contributes some | 
highly acceptable dancing and 
straighting. 

Malerich’s 18 musicians score with | 
a corking arrangement of Gershwin | 
tunes, etc. Evelyn Royce vocals 
‘Man I Love,’ Malerich following 
with an audience-sing while he 
|dishes out the numbers at the console. 

There’s flash to distinguish the fast 
rollerskating turn of the Three 
Flames, two men and a woman. | 
Lighting and costuming give their 
| whirling bodies an eerie, bizarre ef- 
fect. Girl swings by an ankle from |} 
the men’s necks while they spin. 

The Three Freshmen stop the show 
with funny knockabout acros. Speed’s 
the watchword here, too. Inga Nel-| 
| son, localite, warbles pops in Swedish 
dialect and gags a bit with her part- 
ner, Ben Smith. Pair finish with! 
first-rate. serious vocalizing of ‘Over 
the Rainbow.’ 

Herbert gives the customers the 
|expected ‘woo-woos,’ tells some mer- 
| riment-provoking stories, gags a bit 
with Snyder and winds up with his 
Old reliable skit in which a femme 
jassists as he dictates a telegram 
which, after deletion of ‘unnecessary’ | 
words, consists of nothing. Good 
| for a lot of laughs and the customers 


ated attire for some well executed 


precision stepping. 
| Huge house nearly filled at last 


the | isn’t quite up to unit he last brought | Friday (24) show. Rees, | 


PARAMOUNT, OMAHA 


Omaha, Nov. 26. 

Phil Spitalny Orch (23) with | 

Maxine, Evelyn, Three Little Words, | 

| Rosalinda and Lola, June Lorraine; | 
‘Too Busy to Work’ (20th). 


Phil Spitalny’s all-femme band 
maintains a solid hour’s show to 
strictly high-grade level. Clever ar- 
rangements, solos, etc., build to a 
sock finish for each number. The 
‘Bolero’ (Ravel’s) finale is a fitting 
bellringer., 

Maxine, songster, featured with 
choral group in ‘Taint What You Do,’ 
has ’em hungry for more. Evelyn, 
violinist, who does arrangements for 
orch, puts plenty of zip in ‘You and 
the Night and the Music,’ following 
with ‘Deep Purple’ backed by five 
other violins. 

Three Little Words, thrush trio, 
register well with their medley built 
around ‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ 

June Lorraine, diminutive imper- 
sonator, is extra good as Bette Davis, 
Charles Laughton and Lionel Barry- 
more. Mary McCleneghan, featured 
drummer, handles her two numbers 
with plenty of sock. Monte. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y, 


Jan Savitt Orch with Bon Bon ong 
| Peggy Hope; Ruth Barnes, Joe and 
Jane McKenna, Tony Martin: ‘Cat 
jand Canary’ (Par), reviewed in 


Overabundance of vocalizing and 


'with his old tricks, and a few new | band work, with a lack of novelty 


and good comedy, tends to make the 
ghtly 
draggy. It runs about 55 minutes but 
seems longer. Jan Savitt's crew, in 
its first appearance at the house 
shows a technical excellence ond 
nicely balanced quality of sweet. 
swing, but is unable to offer enough 


in novelty numbers to speed up the 
unusually lengthy intervals the Par 


management has left it to fill. Band. 


has played theatre dates before, but 
this is the first time it’s being re. 
viewed under New Acts. Tony Mar- 
tin, in a repeat engagement, and 
Bon Bon, Savitt’s colored male war- 
bler, are the only real socks of the 
show, latter clicking particularly 
solidly. 

Martin, who showed pulling power 

at the b.o. that amazed bookers on 
his last trip around the circuit, again 
reveals unquestionable appeal for 
the femme trade, particularly the 
teen-age division. He gets off to a 
good start on his phiz and does vir- 
tually no gabbing, going right into 
his piping. Starts with ‘South of the 
Border,’ then ‘Lilacs in the Rain, 
‘Begin the Beguine’ and ‘Day In, Day 
Out.’ Constant handpatter for more 
sent him into ‘To You. with his 
standard ‘Tonight My Beautiful’ for 
the blowoff. 
_ Bon Bon by far steals all honors 
in the current Par layout, being 
called back repeatedly. New femme 
chirper with Savitt is Peggy Hope. 
Both specialists are reviewed with 
Savitt. 

Ruth Barnes (New Acts), tapper, 
was a last-minute booking in place 
of the Tyrons. femme adagio team, 
who were pulled. 

Comedy end of the bill is left to 
Joe and Jane McKenna, which is a 
mistake. Male partner does a drunk 
routine which didn’t register at this 
house as well as heretofore, for some 
reason, followed by a session with 
his sister in which they do a bur- 
lesaue ballet. It’s extremelv slap- 
stick. Herb. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Georges and Jalna, Gaudsmith 
Bros. (2), Ken Davidson and Hugh 
Forgie with Joe Tobin, Gae Foster 
Girls (24), Paul Ash’s House Orch; 
*‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th), reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 15. 


Current Roxy stage show looks 
better on paper than it plays on the 
stage. It’s slow most of the way 
and appears much longer than its 
45 minutes. 

Only time that the pace picks up 
is in the badminton exhibition be- 
tween Ken Davidson and Hugh Fore 
gie, with Joe Tobin calling the shots 


las they wham the shuttlecock in the 
|nine-point game. 


Tobin gets too 
dramatic at times, but otherwise 
points up the game nicely for audi- 
ence consumption. This is a repeat 
date for badminton at the Roxy, 
the players and Tobin appearing to 
have acquired more of a feel of 
stage work since their first appear- 


; ance, 


The badminton match and the fol- 


|lowing Georges and Jalna’s fancy 


ballrooming are getting the benefit 


|of one of the Roxy's most outstand- 


ing sets in some time. It’s a beach- 
front terrace, very smart, but the 
scenic values fail to overcome the 
fact that the ballroomers represent 
a sharp letdown in pace following 
Davidson and Forgie. 

Ballroomers are doing four suc- 
cessive routines, but the 
mazurka looks much different and 
the male half is putting too much 
emphasis on his gestures and pos- 
turing. Latter detracts from what 
ordinarily should be a good impres- 
sion of a team that has been playing 
the best hotels and niteries. They re 
plenty forte in appearance and c0s- 
tuming. 

Only other variety act in the show 
is the comedy dog turn of the Gaud- 
smith Bros. They’ve been standard 
and on the top of the heap in their 
class for years, always delivering and 
getting ‘across with adults and 
youngsters alike. They’re not miss- 
ing here, but are spotted in the 
slow, early portion of the show, fol- 
lowing a very unnecessary song In- 
troduction by three femmes. Gaud- 
smiths are now using three French 
poodles instead of two, the newer 
dog apparently,.doing the punchy, 
closing balancing trick. 

The Gae Foster line of 24 girls 1s 
spotted for three routines, two, of 
them precision affairs and the third, 
which fades into Georges and Jalna, 
a ballet number. They're dancing 
well and costumed smartly. Theres 
also a mixed group of seven singers, 
three of whom bring on the Gaud- 
smiths, who furnish some incidental 
singing in the show. It's of little 
import. 

Biz Friday evening (24) was fair. 

Scho. 


— 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| = 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


Wednesday, November 29, 


1939 


_ VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


— 


VARIETY 37 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
June Day, Ted Rodriguez and La 
Conga Dancers, Shea and Raymond, 
Eddie LeBaron’s Orch, with Linda 
Marshall and Melinda, Jo Lombardi’s 
House Orch; ‘We Are Not Alone’ 
(WB). 


Except for Shea and Raymond, 
who get equal top billing and got 
biggest applause at show caught, 
this is served up Strictly as a band- 
with-specialties show. With six out 
of the eight numbers distinctly 
Latin-American, headed by Eddie 
LeBaron, bill is short on atmospheric 
variety, but within the mood are 
smart, smooth and entertaining fea- 
tures. 

Before show proper gets under 
way, pit maestro Jo Lombardi intro- 
duces first ‘find of the month,’ 
selected via new audition setup ar- 
ranged by theatre and WJSV. J:ine 
Day, local music-counter salesgirl, 
pleasant looking in orchid gown and 
flower in hair, goes over with soft, 
straight warbling of ‘Last Night.’ 

Offstage announcement opens cur- 
tains on ‘Eddie LeBaron and His 
Rainbow Room Orchestra’ during 
latter’s theme and dapper, dancing 
conductor bows to okay hand and 
goes right into fast rhythmic ar- 
rangement of ‘Cachita.’ LeBaron, 


who does smooth, straight m.c.ing 
throughout, introduces Linda Mar- 


shall as ‘the swing sensation miss.’ 
Large gal in white evening dress 
tears into ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ and ‘Swing 
for Sale,’ for good reception. Ted 
Rodriguez bounces on next in modi- 
fied Cuban attire, with ruffled shirt 
front and cuffs, for spectacular tap 
rhumba, getting nice response on 
prolonged one-foot clicking. Violinist 
Morrie King steps down from band- 


wishers and there’s the usual clinch 
staged especially for the cameramen. 

Among the other oddments are the 
Georgia gold strike (Fox), artificial 
snow which puts out fire (Univer- 
sal) and Kay Kyser’s homecoming 
to the Carolinas (Pathe). Paramount 
takes the football honors with a flock 
of clips of the gridiron lads it nomi- 
nates for the all-American team and 
its excerpts from the Princeton-Yale, 


| Notre Dame-Northwestern and Iowa- 


Minnesota games. Odec. 


(MARCH OF TIME) 


‘Newsfronts of War—1940,’ latest 
March of Time release, takes in the 
news highlights of the present year 
and chances a forecast as to what 
the newsfronts will be in 1940. Sub- 
ject lives up to the customary M. of 
T. standard, providing a comprehen- 
sive survey of world developments in 
1939 as it attempts to give the sig- 
nificance of new moves and probable 
results, 

It is concisely tied up with the vast 
coverage by the principal news 
agencies, United Press, International 
News Service and the Associated 
Press, with heavy emphasis on the 


| Price and John Evans, 


last-named being the largest 
source of news. Kent Cooper, Byron 
as. chief 


| foreign correspondents, get closeups. 


| Reel cites that the present war, as 


covered by AP, is getting four times 
the coverage given the World War 
by the same company. 


Startling international develop- 
ments during the year are high- 
lighted. End of Spain's civil war, 
plight of refugee millions, Italy’s 
three-day conquest of Albania and 
Hitler’s bloodless conquests’. of 
Czechoslovakia and Memel are 
pointed out among major develop- 
ments. 


M. of T. then shows the invasion of 
Poland by Nazi forces and the over- 


CENTURY, N. Y. 


Alan and Anise, O’Brien and Gold- 
berg, Sue Moran, Donna Lee with 
Paul Sabin’s Cracraft electric orch 
(13); ‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep) and ‘Let’s 
We're Sweethearts’ (Indie), 

ual, 


Embarking on a more ambitious 
stage show policy, the Century 
brought in the Cracraft all-electric 
orch (New Acts), conducted by Paul 
Sabin, for two days on Friday (24). 
Unit is the first of a series of bands 
booked for the house, which is now 
operating on a twice-weekly split, 
instead of three times weekly, as in 
the recent past. Also, to make up 
for the increased budget, prices have 
been upped a nickel at the mats and 
evening shows, with a 35c top week- 
ends. Tuesday is the only day on 
which, under the new policy, there’s 
no stage show. 

With the orch is Donna Lee, looker 
songstress, and three outside acts 
were booked. These reflected close 
budgeting. They included O’Brien 
and Goldberg, who do mediocre take- 
offs on radio announcers, an old rou- 
tine, and some fair challenge hoofing; 
Alan and Anise, colored, mixed ball- 
room team, who show promise, and 
Sue Moran, mimic of show biz nota- 
bles, only fair. All are suitable for 
this house, considering the budget 
and nabe. 


Of the outside turns, Alan and 
Anise, who for some obscure reason 
are billed as Doyle and _ Boyer, 
showed best. The girl’s extreme 
youth and accompanying inexperi- 
ence militate against the routines, 
divided into two appearances, but the 
boy shows a practiced surety on the 
holds and lifts to bolster the act. 
Gal’s suppleness suggests future im- 
provement with plenty of rehearsing. 

Biz only fair when caught Satur- 


| Austin, 


effective nevertheless, leads into 
hoofing finish and a begoff. 

Milt Herth Trio closes smartly. 
Swing organist, assisted by pianist 
and drummer, punches out a very 
hectic session of jive, catching on 
from the blowoff. After lengthy 
opening, ‘18th Century Drawing 
Room,’ and ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ place 
matters in the groove. Smart change 
of tempo next brings drummer down- 
stage for marimbaphone arrangement 
of Monti’s ‘Chardash,’ an effective 
lull before the closing killer-diller 
treatment of ‘Pagan Love Song.’ En- 
core college medley off the cob but 
okay here this week with holiday 
attracting school vacationers. 

Biz very big. Burm. 


CARLTON, JAMAICA 


Benny Davis unit with Dennette 
and Dae, Four Rhythm Revelers, | 
Mary Dooley, Betty Keane, Ginger 
Manners, Three Chords, Marie 
Katherine Harris, Jerry 
Blaine Orch; ‘Port of Hate’ (Met). 


Benny Davis unit since leaving 
Loew’s State, on Broadway, a fort- 
night ago, has dropped two turns 
and. one has been added. Fin Olsen 
and Betty Lou are out and Katherine 
Harris, toe tapstress, replaces. Betty | 
Lou plays this house starting to- | 
morrow (Thursday) with the Ozzie | 
Nelson unit of which she’s been a 
member for some time. 

Davis group, always more potent 
in the nabes than in metropolitan 
stands, goes over pretty. solidly, 


| slowing 


backed by the Jerry Blaine orch. 
Unit utilizes stage from start to 
close, 
chance, except in the opening num- 
ber, being in only as necessary back- | 


ing for the acts. | 


Blaine batons the crew during the 


giving the Blaine band no | 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 26. 
George Jessel, Will Osborne Orch 
(15), Bernice Stone, James Copp, 3d; 
‘Legion of Lost Flyers’ (U). 


The jitterbug reared its tousled 
head at the Adams on opening day 
(Friday), competing with George 
Jessel and Will Osborne’s orch much 
to the dismay of A. A. Adams and 
his house staff. 

No dancing in the aisles, but the 
juves heckled the comedian and Os- 
borne’s crew to a_ fare-the-well 
| ea three shows on the opening 

ay. 

Ushers exited a number of the 
more boisterous, and after third 
stage show, owner Adams instituted 
a 15-minute intermission, handing to 
Joe Fecher’s house band the job of 
down the tempo of the 
youngsters with a quarter-hour of 
slow cadence, 

Osborne's slide music is backbone 
of the show, high spots being his 
‘Hungry for a Rhapsody’ and bur- 
lesque of styles of other name bands, 
notably Guy Lombardo and Glenn 


| Miller. 


Maestro neatly vocals, while drum- 
mer Dick ‘Stinky’ Rogers and Lynn 
Burrouchs are trotted from the 
bandstand with swing specialties. 
House clamored for Rogers’ ‘Dinah’ 
in a half dozen dialects at this per- 
formance. 

Comely Bernice Stone alleviates 
the masculine monotony of an other- 
wise girl-less show with a satisfying 
bit of acrobatic terping. 

James Copp, 3d, is slightly over the 
heads of the audience with his piano 
monologs, patterned after Dwight 
Fiske, but is more on the Mother 
Hubbard side than the Fiske risque 
repertoire. 

Jesse] never had a chance to un- 
load his prepared material after 


stand under baby spot for night mobilization of France and | night (25). qpening show ditterbues 
solo, first half played sweet an England as the two nations declare ie ’ etitnd load Sheth, own 4 ours later. is entrance 
er later with the fireworks. war on Germany. It focuses atten- over by an unbilled leader. ether | was signal for demands that he sing 
Meli ‘ TOWER K. C latter is conductor for the unit, or |‘Oh, Johnny’ and ‘My Prayer,’ and 
elinda, band’s other femme | tion on the ‘deal’ between Hitler and ? sili the band is really his and working | front-row moppet who had been on 
m, vocalist, pops out in purple, ruffled | Stalin as one of the strangest in his- under Blaine’s name, isn’t appar- | hand sinae 10-30 yi efeeed Sadeal 
Kansas City, Nov. 26. |ent. Bunch here is more stage band | songsheet when he protested he was 
rb e Sammy White, Captain Spiller and than dance band. The getaway se- | unfamiliar with the lyrics. 
it with Melinda Seal, Maroni and Coralee, Frank lection isn’t impressive, but its play-| After about 10 minutes of repartee 
his an aricues ale Bar ec ages se In contrast to American problems, | yrooman, Jr., Novaline Payne, Don ing for the acts is able enough. Set- }across the footlights, Jessel finally 
me Roc = such as unemployment, lag In recov~ | Harris, Glamour Girls (House Line),|UP is four saxes, four brass split | managed to work in ‘Stop Kicking 
ith into it via plenty o Aye weed a sq | fry and strikes, the reels point out | Jack Wendover’s House Orch; ‘Laugh | evenly and four rhythm. |My Heart Around’ and withdrew 
a routine builds to fast finish. anc| how interest shifted to the inter- It Of? (U). ‘ | Miss Harris runs through an en-| With a helpless shrug of his should- 
1D. then takes it alone to don straw peon | national arena, with stress on the ex- | tertaining tap on her toes. Works on | TS. 
hats and score with ‘South American | tent of the Soviet’s participation in Labelled ‘Gobs of Joy.’ this presen iP set of semi-circular stairs rings in Biz okay over weekend, but 


; Way.’ the European conflict. It also points slightly under last week. 


tation, in 52 minutes, shows several | @ short rhythm tap to ‘Nola’ and fin- 


LeBaron’s announcement that ‘two | 
| Soviet military machine 
lematical, but that if the ‘Red Army 


outstanding all-American grid heroes 
are making an unexpected personal 
appearance’ brings on Shea and 
Raymond in business suits for nut 
rendition of ‘You Gotta Be a Foot- 
ball Hero.’ First and only comedy 
element in bill catches immediately. 
Particularly smash is eccentric danc- 
ing by the gangling deadpan and 
the grinning shorty, especially when 
the stringbean dons Spanish head- 
dress for tango burlesque and red 
wig for nut adagio. 

Closing number is ‘Rancho 
Grande, which LeBaron explains 
shows ‘what happens to a tune after 


LeBaron sings a couple of lines 
straight, Melinda appears to do it in 


Spanish, Miss Marshall bounces on | 


to hoke it up and Rodriguez and gals 
help to the flash finish, topped by 


Shea and Raymonda’s return in brief | 


goof rhumba as curtains shut. 
Biz okay. Craig. 


out that the real strength of the 
is prob- 


really went on the march, it would 


constitute the outstanding yarn of 
the new year.’ Wear. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Nov. 26. 


Dead End Kids with Sam (Schlep- 
perman) Hearn, Three Arnolds, Ross 
and LaPierre, Al Donahue Orch with 


| Paula Kelly, Phil Brito, Sam Kap- 
| lan, House Orch; ‘The Covered Trail’ 
| (Rep). 


it’s been in America for six weeks.’ | 


The State is cashing in on the name 
value of the Dead End Kids (4), 
Weekend biz was terrific, an ad- 
ditional show being played Saturday 
and Sunday. House had its strong- 
est opening day (Friday) this year. 


Coincidence of the Dead Enders’ | 


ifilm ‘Dress Parade’ (WB), cur- 
at the - across - the - street 
| Strand, and their personals at the 


rough spots and is off its fine stand- 
ard of the past few wecks. 

Line’s opening, a salty routine to 
‘Sailing, Sailing,’ is one of show’s 
better bits. Novaline Payne, house 
standby, moved up to opening with 
‘Barnacle Bill’ as her novelty tune 
of the week. Long verses and fre- 


one contrast to some of her smoother 
tunes done recently. 


Al Spiller and aide put their seal 
through ball-balancing, fish-eating 
and fin-flipping. Prospective fur coat 
fills the novelty niche suitably. Juve 
am singer, Frank Vrooman. Jr., from 
Monday night discovery list, offers 
duo of pops in boyish soprano. 

Knockabout acro turn by Maroni 
and Coralee depends mostly on a 
difficult trick by male member for 
their large response. But otherwise 
it’s too slow. Line is then on for a 
| routine in setting of a Persian mar- 
ket. 
| Mc. Don Harris does his singing 
i here. ‘Lilacs in the Rain’ and parody 


_ishes with a military routine. Stuff 


'land her on her 


|of chairs, similarly to Jack Powell 


| quartet that puts plenty effort into | 
quent changes of tempo make this/college and popular tunes; 


| bug takeoffs; Three Chords vocally 
| imitate Guy Lombardo, Glenn Miller 
/and Artie Shaw band themes 


which 
Taps are clear. 


Dennette and Dae drum on a pair 


includes several handflips 


incorporate a few taps; Four 


Rhythm Revelers are a harmonica 
Mary 
Dooley, daughter of Yvette Rugel 


and Johnny Dooley, gets good re- 


,turns with voice of good range on | 


‘Cuban Cabby’ and ‘Over the Rain- 
bow’; Betty Keane is an eccentric 
tapper and gets good laugh response 
with loose-limbed terps and jjitter- | 


| 


and 
various instruments okay, and Gin- 
ger Manners, comedy singer and 
imitator, plus Marie Austin, singer | 
with an interesting style, round out 
the bill. 

Biz fair when caught last show 
Friday (24). | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Edgar Hayes Orch (15), Claudia 
McNeil, Three Little Words. Four 
Co-eds Walter Green. Isabel Brown, 
John Mason, Jimmie Baskette, Sandy 
Burns, Line of twelve girls, six boys; 
‘One Dark Night’ (Popkin). 


Big show in point of numbers and 
production effect, but one that could 
hardly be called an extravaganza, 
provides 90 minutes of fairly fast en- 
tertainment at Harlem’s Apollo. Pre- 
dominantly sepia stage fare, with 
indie pic that has an all-Negro cast, 
had house well-filled when caught 
at last show Friday (24). 

Production numbers, for a house 
of this tvpne, are outstanding this 
session. They’re done by Leonard 
Harper, vet stager of Negro shows. 
Opener is topical, with entire cast 
behind a long table set up with tur- 
key and trimmings. Straightman 
Jimmie Baskette gives serious thanks 


xy |State is proving a mutual hypo for on ‘Thanks a Million.’ Harris, in- for being in the U. S., followed by 
to EMBASSY, N. Y. |both houses. Splitting the marquee | cidentally, came here as a standard CIRCLE, INDPLS. production to warbling of ‘God Bless 
of (NEWSREELS) with the youngsters is Al Donahue's | act and has remained 11 weeks as | - America.’ It’s obvious flag-waving 
ar- About the only excitement to be orch. | oe Due to return to Chi. Indianapolis, Nov. 24. |but clicks solidly. Several other 
ol found in this week's clips are the 2 | Band's arrangements are plenty| Featured is Sammy White, in a| Martha Raye, Senor Wences, Jack dancing numbers by the twelve gals 
cerpts from football the okay as is one novelty particularly, |monolog interspersed with several | Williams, Gracella Dancers. (4),,and_ six boys (usually sixteen 
fit couple of war bits distributec xf - ‘The All American Giri’ in which short dance routines, Bit of travesty Lazanders (4) House Orch; ‘On femmes, no males in line) are also 
Nazi government. One of these | paula Kelly with the orch vocals | on Sally Rand is old stuff, but he | press Parade’ (WB). strong. 
nd- (Fox) deals with the Nazi navy’s and leads the band members in a_ 2lso shows some better laugh mate- semtbaeishe | Edgar Hayes’ orch is no important 
i overhauling of merchantmen, while parade about the theatre, each at- | Vial and closes with ‘Where Else But | Martha Raye holds together five asset. either in name value or quality 
se the other (Pathe) shows Nazi planes tired in collegiate dress. Gal a nifty | Here’ ditty for play on patriotic re- | acts with strong finish to bill which |of jive. It's in more or less the 
t r dropping bombs on ships. However, for the orbs, pleases in this and two | sponse. Gals wind up with a fast ‘otherwise moves slowly. With typical |standard idiom for crews of its 
ne s nothing in ‘other numbers for a solid hand. modern tap. Quin. | gyrations and facial contortions, she| type, with presentation sometimes 
target | Another band vocalist Phil Brito, | wi sings ‘I Want Waiter with Water, — 
sells two tunes ‘South of Border’ and | HIPP. BALTO Taree Litte Fishes,’ as baby giri| VE oe 
the Fox also spots Gracie Fields again ‘ast Night’. Aggregation finales in P |might do it, and ‘I Can’t Dance.’ ments are admittedly those of other 
and among the British Tommies as an | the groove with ‘Copenhagen’ a | Some of her gestures are out of place bands. Crew consists of four rhythm 
ch entertainer, a role she filled in the ctandout. Here the drummer Gene Balti Nov. 26 |for a film personage in a family men, six horns and four reeds, with 
; last war, and Universal provides an- Krupas to good returns _ Baltimore, Nov. 26. theatre, but her vigorous song inter-| Hayes at the piano. Better setup 
wl | other idyllic touch from the front as aw ; sae , Toy and Wing, Ben Yost’s New | pretations, however, win heavy mitt- | would be to get the leader into the 
hat it pictures Tommies jovially camou- | to — out - Ross and sco Yorkers (12), Jack Deven, ie slaps. middle instead of off at the side. 
eS- 3 ad mixe eam. air go over wi Herth Trio, Phil Lampkin ouse Couple of solo instrumentalists, par- 
ing reg songs and patter. Male does a bang- Orch (12): ‘That’s Right, You're | ticularly Larney Simmons te 
"re : : : up job with nostril imitations of vari- Wrong’ (RKO). | give thinly peopled bill weight, but tenor sax, show neat form. 


war department with a clip demon- 


Os- strating how the British censor ex- | 0US instruments. Should freshen Booked separately by the house is 
: amines letters and packages. his patter. Current four acts hold nice pace, | ‘Copenhagen’ poorly » bee’”™’® | Claudia MeNeil, chirper. She’s a 
The secti tters incidental | The Three Arnolds, two men and | srecsing talent and variety. tall, cold-looking femme with little 
oe to the war includes a scene (Pathe) | al, cash in on their pyramid build- | “Fast opening by Toy and Wing,| The Lazanders open with neat personality or salesmanship, al- 
ard of the lle de Fr: ar eer harsett ing and hand-balancing. Work with | mixed chinese duo, in American |COMEGY Acros. Three men do tumbling though she has a torchy voice that is 
expert timing easily rate their top hoofery, is sock. Nice-appearing pair, somewhat reminiscent of Ethel 
ati whe applause, dressed in modish evening wear, | calistnenics. Waters, Three Little Words are a 
and Despite the off color asides, the | then whack out two more routines, trio of femme warblers billed as 
the company of the United States’ am- Dead Enders, Leo (Spit) Gorcey,| followed by some jitierbugging that Hy | Juveniles and appropriately so in 
rol- bassadress to Norway and some-| Huntz (Dippy) Hall, Gabriel (TB) | scores strongly. Closing number by | ce pag gar eel ee ee a cvery sense of the word. One fiddles ' 
in- thing about lots of scrapiron being Dell and Bernard (Milty) Punsley | femme, on toes, and lad in okay acro | alisted pr ot ik ke tovelan ,as they harmonize, none of it count- ; 
ud- shipped to England. Pathe is re- | do a neat job, playing characters | stuff earn series of bends. is confusing ing for much, 
ach sponsible for the latter two clips. during a sketch. Sam (Schlepper- | Ben Yost’s New Yorker's, deuced, | @nces. Also works in a few moor | Gente white acts are included in the 
ver Topping the disaster division is man) assists as does Gorcey’s neéat- | are 12 boy and girl harmonizers | jys¢ling tricks which could be elimi- | teen’ single, Isabel Brown, 
hy, Pathe’s reelage on the charred re- | looking blonde wife, who’s unbilled.| who ‘well and produce ade- _the other a femme quartet, the Four 
mains of what was a town on stilts Continual playing time has improved | quately. Open with medley from whith is all te ae cond » Co-eds. This is poor booking, inas- i 
; is in the Venezuela oil fields and Uni- | the act during the past few weeks, | ‘Babes in Arms’ and follow with ar- |". eke : & : much as both acts do acrobatic work. 
of versal comes through with a glimpse but it’s still far from sock. |rangements of ‘Day In, Day Out,’ | Gracella Dancers (4) win nice does 
ird, of the Esso oil-tanker whose explo-| Skit opens with the kids running | ‘South American Way’ and ‘Beguine.’ | hand with adagio work. Start slowly Ata — 1S pan = ae y blue ‘ 
ina, sion in Bayonne, N. J., evoked the away from the cops and follows with | Supply good flash but fall a bit short | and finally work up to the applause t oug p enty powerful for this ti 
ing Suspicion of sabotage. their attempts to get into the army. /on punch. | with daring tossing of diminutive — It sa cooch in a, dark- ang 
re’s Paramount links a_ glasshouse Hearn is the enlistment officer and| Jack Durant’s comedy follows and | femme. /ened ouse, with the femme's sole 4 
ers, wedding to the funeral of Supreme | tells them they're too young, but that | goes over big. He opens with a vocal,| Acts. suffered from lack of co- | accoutrements consisting of phos- : 
ud- Court Justice Butler. The principals they might join the entertainment; then does strenuous tumbling fol- | operation booth at _show ba = 
ital in the latter part of this specimen | division. Has them rehearse a bit lowed by impressions of Gable, caught, with performers working in arou “a von » phe lorescent HanGs 
ttle of Americana are Joe DiMaggio and | dealing with the farmer-unable-to- | Herbert Marshall and Tibbett, — number, | Effect is 
i ; -the- lso does a/|terspersed with acro stuff, good for show runs abou minutes. $a} past. 
ait Celene of Aédling when the kids go off- | a bendie of laughs. Some gagging, Biz faim at fourth show Friday| Co-eds suffer on looks. Their ses- 
. Mobbed by their San Francisco well- | stage to make a change. Eck. ‘a trifle blue for this audience, but (24). Kiley. (Continued on page 39) 
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VARIETY 


DuPour & Renee Red Lion Inn Bobbie Rae State Gardens Brooks Twins Remos 
pegsy Eames— Al Streit Ore Tommy ONeal Earl Rigg Ore ? en Conroy Pal Mars (6) 
Josephine Boyle Kitty Smith Patsy Mack Irene Schrank Geo Kavanagh Ore 
Jeanette Idler Julia Garrett Sandra Lynn Anita Allen Palm Beach San Diego 
Paul mene Frank Dumont Ray Van Day Eddie Kube De Sylvas (4 
Geo Altmiter Sansom House Paris Flo Bell ae B K 
Latimer Club Richerd Bach Joe Gumin Cre peels Jane pr , an Geo Presnell By Dick Fishell 
Beverly Fisher Joe Dougherty a si Don Pablo Oro Al Alexander Ore 
‘Tommy Monroe Buddy Nugent i” a : Statler Hotel WHN Sports Comm r 
perbare, Bill Donahue House Steuben Inn (Terrace Room) ( entator) 
Lynwood Barnes Rendezvous ( Room) Marty Hoff Xavier Cu Or 
Joseph Hayes Ore Marlow Sis Al Gullickson Galente & Leonardo | Ray @ Eva Reyes Auburn—Florida 


Lexington Casino 


Jewel Ello 

Bob White 

urns & Burnachi 
Artie Nelson 

Mike Jaffree 
Lexington 3 

Rube. Johnny & E 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Cashie Costello 


Lido Venice 


Danny Montgomery 
June Corav 

Penny Weber 
Katherine King 
Jamboree Ore 


Little Rathskeller 
Andrews Sis 
Gaye Dixon 
Musie Hall Boys 
Peter Sis 
Winton & Dian 
Phyllis Merrill 
4 Ink Spots 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Melba 

Manca Inna 
Rob Ridley 
Edyth Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Oro 
PDianni Rochelle 
3 Debs 
Dobs & Clark 
Miller & Millard 
Dee Doree 
New Fireside Cafe 
Andy Russell 
Buck Calhoun 
3 Juyettes 
Jean O'Neill 
New Leader Cafe 
Eddie Jarvis Oro 
Davie Steiner 
Lola 

Open Door 
Leonard Cooke 
Marcellus Trio 
Ethel Mader 
Bill Lynn 
Jimmy Ross! 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Paul Lynch 
Don Anton Ore 
Pegey Martin 
Peacock Gardens 


Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 


Palumbo’s 
Louls Armstrong 


Kathleen Maye 
Barr Sis 
Herbert Dexter 


Jerry Delmar Oro 
Evelyn Regan 
Smythe & White 
Howard Reynold O 
Johnny Leary 
Jean Starr 
Philadelphian Room 
Martha Perry 
Ann Falvo 
Rosemary Shawn 
Daryl & Dane 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Katherine Smith 
Gretchen Hav’mann 
6 Graces 
Cassandra Kowall 
Alice Anderson 
Divie Quentin 
Purple Derby 


Bella Belmont 
Betty Mealy 
Mary Fitzgerald 
Billy Hughes 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Ellen Lundy 
Norton Bros 
Margie Mealy 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 


(Hotel Senator) 
Slim Gaillard 
Southland Rhythm 
Pearl Williams 
Slim Gaillard Ore 

Roman Grill 
Bob Wilson 
Katherine Martin 

Stork Club 


Corday & Triano 


Judy Cummings 
Gloria Ray 
Henry Patrick 


Margie Smith 
Jean Starr 
Louis Armstrong 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Alan Gale 
Stamp's Cafe 
Murray Parker 
Bert Lemish Ore 
4 Golden Gate Gls 
Lillian Morton 
Grace O'Hara 
Al Moore 
Derby Wilson 
Jack & Johnny 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
Georgianna Lee 
Alice Lucey 
Warner & Valerte 
Jimmy Fitzgerald 
Oscar 

Marie Holz 
George Reed 

Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 


20th Century 


Don Juan 

Clarisa Ellis 

Rita Del Rio 

Cosmo & Anita 

Hal Thompson Orc 
Venice Grille 

Fay Ray 

Shandor & Margo 

Tanya Garth 

Geo Marchetti! Ore 

Mystic Jack Smith 
Viking Cafe 

Cliff Conrad 

3 Gaylords 

Jimmy Naegra Ore 

Stephanie & Craig 

Jerrie Vance 

Bobby Breen 

Serlin 

Grace O'Hara 
Wagon Wheel 

Lorraine Wiley 

Al Wilson 

Joe O'Shea me 

Al Bastian Ore 

Barnes Sis 

Al Adams 
Warwick Hotel 

Herb Hagenor Ore 

Weber's Hof Brau 

(Cumden) 


Rudy Bruder 

Jules Flacco Ore 

6 Ambassadors 

JacK Lane 

3 Olympics 

Jack Moss 

Golden 

Elsie Hart 

Ted & Julia 

Raths'’r Eldoradians 

Pat Sullivan 
Wilson's 


Joe Hough, MC 

8 Guardsmen 
Marion 

Maurice & Rodell 
Cornish & Dean 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 


Yacht Club 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 


Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 
Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Eddie South Ore 
Lorna Lane 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 


Chateau Club 


Stan Jacobson Ore 
Magley Gls 
Johnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zang & Toda 
Andre & Deiphine 
Chez Paree 


Wally Valentine 
Ore 
Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helem Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding O» 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Ellen Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
Sally Joyce 
Wally 
Arnold Stein 
Kay & Wally 
Club Milwankean 
Otto Richter Ore 
Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Rendolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 


Dotty Brennan 
Marilyn Maine 
Ruth Martin 
Harry Born Ore 
Irma Wagener 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Kuckner 


Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 

Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Devines Eagtes 
Ted Wayne Orc 
3ob Martin 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Rick & Snyder 
Mamie's Grotto 
Gus Hrhiev Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Steve Swedish Orc 
Tung Pin Soo 
Garron & Bennett 
Karl Ratsch's 
Willie Keller Orc 
Irma Brahn 
Lakota’s 
Bobby Stuart 
Jullianne Desmond 
Billy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred Seelby 
Rernice Barns 
Marie Kecky 
Larsen's 
Rey Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Orc 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Frances Parker 
Gloria Fontaine 
Sylv’ter Stambaugh 
Frances Parker 
Log Cabin 
Bergman Ore 
Miami Clob 
Roberta Baker 
Patsy Rains 
Rose Christofer 
Eddie Curry 
Helen Everett 
Peggy Geary 
Emera!d 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Evidie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louls Streeter 


Carl 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 
la Nore Sis 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Darr 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Flotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona_ Brownvill 
lial White 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O'Bien 
706 Club 


Bobby Maynard Or 
Cab Horvath 
Teddy Capp 


Schwartz 
Dodo Ratchman Or 
Ray Wick 


Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 
Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fenwick & Cook 
Karl & Gretchen 
Dorothy Frank line 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Marlyn Brittain 
Kay Prazis (3) 
George Everett Hale 
Thelma Sloan 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Cluv 
Sherdina Walker 9 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Oro 
Johnny Hudgins 
Fabian & Marie 
Lois Deppe 
Mitzi & Spitzi 
Lillian Young 
Mitzi Mitchell 

Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Roberta Roberts 
Ralph Lewis 
Erma Marsh 
Del Grey Line 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Jockey Wilson 
Ed Mathews 
Esther Jacobs 


Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Peter Higgins 
Speck & Spot 
Mildred & Maurice 
Ryder Sis 
Eddie Barnes 


Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Dunes Boys 
Jules de Vorzon 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Cusino) 

Joe Sudy Ore 

Elaine & Barry 


(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Ore 


Bowery 
Daryl Norman 
Terre 2 & T 
Betty Dudley 
Harvey Stone 
Johnny King 
Zerelle 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 

Blue Lantern 
Lee Walters Orc 
Temple & Marie 
La Comparsita 
Hoffman Sis 
E DeRoy Gls 
Commodore Club 
Lynn & Marianne 
( Sweethearts (5) 
Four Grands 
Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Karen Stephaney 
Orlando 
Ellen Kay 
Burns & Walker 
Les Hunt Co 
Anita James 
Griftith & Wells 
Dick Havilland 
Eddie Bratton Orc 


Frontenac 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Brooks 2 
Danny Brown 


Club Lido 
Zonette Sis 
Doraine & Ellis 
Texas Rockets 
Ralph Fisher Orc 


Claudine Hayes 


Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple Ore 


Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
Harriet Cross 
Martin & Marvel 
Jay Jason 
Jane Mathews 
Jackie Green 


Town and Country 
Club 


Benny Skorch Ore 
Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 
Gail Parker 
Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell] Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Orc 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine HKeguette 
Lee Letghton 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


Jack Webb 
Hatton's Club 
Fred Herkell 
Robbie Collins 
Ruth Parker 
Carmen Jameson 


Hotel Allerton 


Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 


Hotel Cleveland 
Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Ore 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
tayle Gaylord 
Deane Sis 

flotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Una Wyte 
Noll & Nolan 
Cappy Barra Boys 
Romany Three 

Hotel Statler 
Richard Bone Ore 
Milton Douglas 
Grace & Niko 
Frances Ernst 
Sam Costello 

Jack & Eddie's 
Freda MacRonald 
Henry Rubertino 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco's Cafe 
Fonda & St Clair 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude “Hoagiand O 

Ohio Villa 


Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Sammy Walsh 


Shayne & Armstr’g 
Houston & Harden 
Lytle Sis 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 
Famous Door 
Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 
Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


Club Morocco 


Harry Jarkey 

Earl Bammell 
Elsie Hennigen 
Dane Darlings 


Ore 
(6) 
London Chop House 
Jolly Friars Orc 
Haverno 4 

Pura Reyes 

Larry Vincent 

Jo Ann Maylin 


Main Street Club 
Frank Sidney Ore 


Mayfair 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Smitty 
Jack Russell 
Frances & Day 
Billy Ware 
Tommy Chales 


Morocco 


Earl Bammell 

Harry Jarkey 

3 Old Timers 

Elsie Hlennigen 

Thelma Roland 

Di Sarro Dane (5) 
Nebiolo’s 

Carmen di Giovanni 

Margaretta Hudson 

Elton & Rita 

JI & T Roland 

Ray Carlin Ore 


Ore 


Northwood Inn 
Frankie Connors 
Jack Campbell 
Modie & Lemaux 
Clyde Monroe 
Helene Carol 


Oasis 
Lou Corsini Ore 
Buddy Lester 
Starr & Maxine 
Lee Fox 
Kay Barrett 


Giovanni 

Redford Inn 
Don Miller 
Vocalians 

Ciub Royale 
Danny Demetre Ore 
Steve Evans 
Parker & Freder’ks 
H' wood Coeds 
Ray Wilbert 
Royalettes 

Saks 

Cliff Winehill 
Velva Nally 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Anglesey 
Eddie LaRue B (5) 
Pearson Bros 
3 La Grandeur Sis 

Bowery 
Sammy Sway Ore 
Gene & Pat Patton 
Ted Brown 
Jackie Starr 

Coliseum 
Jack Kane Ore 

Commodore 
Ken Davenport Ore 
A. Murray Dancers 

Curly’s 
Toren McNabb Ore 
Jimmy Hegg 
Jackie Cornell 
Cleo & Harold 
Henry Gordien 

Golden's 
Jean Sartell 
Golden Boys Ore 

Happy Heur 
Gordie Bowen Ore 
Madelyn Joyce 
Drake & Marche 
Balladores 
Worthy Turner 
Rollerettes 
Drake & Marche 

Lounge Pierre 
Sev Olsen Ore 
Betty LeMar 

Marigold 
Cee Hurst Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 
Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Oro 
Bill Green's 
Dick Barrie Oro 
Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 
Nell Brant 
lai Curmo 
Nita Norman 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Oro 
Aloha Dean 
Flo Parker 
Sylvia Hart 
Eddie Morris 
Rernie T.ambert 
Tubby Rives 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Goodman 
Entertainers Club 
Danny Mason Ore 
Evergreen Gardens 
Joe Cole Ore 
Don Venture 
Lenka Toldl 
Harlem Casino 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Froshine 
Jellia Smith 
Ralph Brown 
Madeline Jones 
Carolyn Williams 
Turner & Burnelle 
Myrtle Wilson 
Dewey Taylor 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Pedro Tovaro Ore 
Peg Carter 
Stanley Rucker 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
Joe Bilotto 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Jack Edmundson 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 


Club Candee 
toyky Ore 
Irving Jacobs 
Northern Flashes 
Mary Dorn 

Madge Payne 
Marge & Cunn’ham 


Club Irving 
Pieri’s Ore 
Antoine & DuBarry 
Bonita 
Jerry Dale 
Rita Delano 
Greenwich Village 
Anton Cotton Ore 
Phida Loy 
Tvena Hall 
Vera Burnett 
Arlene Guest 
Kay Hansen 


Leon 


Verne’'s 
Harvey Stone 
Donna Reece 
Marna 
Les Hunt 
Healy & Clifford 
Golden Gate 3 
Chet Jans 
Lee Gordon 

Whittter Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Guy Welch 
Jim Deland 
Harry Jenkins 
Byron Richards 


AND ST. PAUL 


Minnesota Terrace 
Bob Chester Ore 
Edna Torrence 
Dolores O'Neill 
Johnn Torrence 

Al Stuart 

A Murray Dancers 
Monte Cuthbert 


Post Cafe 
Ted Ryan Orc 


manpower. 
; should have enough to win. 


Detroit still has a good game in their 


Florida has sunshine and cocoa- | system. With everything to gain and 


nuts, but no football team. 


Auburn, nothing to lose, Detroit upsets the 


if it’s right, should win as it pleases. dope. 


Vanderbilt—Alabama 


This is a tossup, with Vandy play- | . 
'ing headsup ball, while Alabama has neither team showing any consistent 
The Crimson Tide strength throughout the year. 


Texas A. & M.—Texas 


Texas Aggies must stop Jack Passer in long John Hatch, 
Crain, and if they do, the ball game ‘Soldiers. 

‘is in the bag. The Aggies versatile 
should give them a com- 


attack 
fortable margin. 


U. C. L. A.—Washington State 
Wash. State’s been the doormat of | estimate the Violets, as they are well 


Army—Navy 
This is a battle of losers, with 


Navy 
has no offense and can be passed to 
death. Army has an outstanding 
The 


| Fordham—N. Y. U. 

| This will be a dogfight from the 
word go, with the Fordham Rams as 
tremendous favorites. Don’t under- 


President 
Al Wehte Orc 
Tom Allen 
Sheldon Gray 
Joy Bennett 
Tiny Crawtord 
Silver Tray 
Oscar Bellman Ore 
Sloppy Joe's 
Red Maddock Ore 
Dave DeVore 
Terrace Cafe 
Geo King Ore 
Bud. Dowling 
Billy MeKay 
Harry Howard 
Don Cronin 
Stuart & Lee 
Town & Country 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
Dave Ackerman 
Craig: Buie 
Zephyr 
Bob Warner's O (8) | 
Pearl Fern Co 
Duke Kimball 
Bennie Milton 


Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al DiLernia 


New 


Lee Barrett Ore 
Russ Romero 
Gene Navarre 
Harlem Leon 
Bonnie Boyle 
Kkaitis & Ranesse 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Nitza & Ravel 
Clair Ray Gls 
Margie Noble 
Angelo Di Palma 
DeQuinley & Givens 
Nut House 


Ted Blake Ore 
Boogy-Woogy 
Charlie Gosnell 
Dave Gifford 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Joe Klein 
Dale Harkness 
Old Shay Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
B & B Johnson 
Ellen Vargo 
Betty Nylander 
Mary Lou Savage 
Mabel Harold 
Dance Darlings 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 


| 
Nelson Maples Ore | 
Ray Catizone | 


Billy Rizzo 
Sam Shomberger 
Plaza Cufe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon | 
Marion Rohrkaste 
Marion Mason | 
Delmonico & Rich'd 
Riviera 
Smith Ore 
Sky-Vue 
Fran Eichler Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello | 
Frank Natale | 
Mike Sandrettno 
Webster Hall 
Michele Bertoia i 


Billy 


SYRACUSE | 


Cathertne Brent 
Kay's 
Geo Wilman 
Peggy Jacobs 
Clarence Marcely 
Chicki LaBelle 
Gladys Martin 
Bianca | 
Lincoln Inn 
Jack's Swingsters | 
Prison Inn 
Mal Noble Ore 
Geo & B Garden 
Dan Kellaney 
Town Club | 
Don Smith Ore | 


Ore 


Parisian Divorcees 
Tommy Regis 

Silvia Brown | 
Vera Francouer } 


St. L. Opera Drops 5G | 


St. 


Louis, Nov. 28. 


The curtain of the St. Louis Grand 
Opera Association fall season was 
run down last week with the pres- | 
entation of ‘Siegfried,’ and it’s re- | 
ported that a $5,000 loss was in- 


curred. 


Added to the red ink acquired for 
season, 
sustained by 


the spring 
$7,000 the 
backers. 


loss 


this brings to 
the 


| 


GAMES 
Auburn—Florida 


Boston College—Holy Cross 
Dartmouth—Stanford ........ 
Duquesne—Detroit ........... 
ArMy—NAVY 
Fordham—N. Y. U.........++. 
Texas Christian—S. M. U...... 
U. S. C.—Washington......... 
Rice—Baylor 


. 


Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


By DICK FISHELL 


(November 30) 


WINNERS 


(December 2) 


..-Detroit 
Georgia Tech—Georgia ..........Georgia Tech, 


ODDS 


= 
' 


1 


the Coast while U. C. L. A. is still; coached and have plenty of power. 
The 
Uclans should trample over State. 


in the running for the title. 


Kentucky—Tennessee 


Kentucky is a good team, but Ten- 


nessee is Rose Bowl-minded. 


The 


Volunteers must win this to play in 
the Tournament of Roses game, and 
they should have no trouble in do- 


ing so. 
Boston College—Holy Cross 


This is going to be a killer-diller. 


way. 
Dartmouth—Stanford 


This is a no-reason game, with | 
Stan- 
season 


little reward for the winner. 
ford has had a disastrous 


|The only edge is Holy Cross, because 
of the accurate tossing of Ronny | 
'Cahill, The Crusaders will win that | 


N. Y¥. U. to outpass and outscore 
Fordham, 
Tulane—L. S. U. 

L. S. U. nas only an aerial game 
| while Tulane is power personified. 
The Tulane Green Wave marches on 
to another victory. 
| Texas Christian—S. M. U. 

T. C. U. has started to find itself, 
but Methodist has been a first-class 
|outfit throughout the campaign. In 
a dingdong battle, Methodist will 
grab the decision. 

U. S. C.—Washington 

Washington might be difficult at 
| first, but U. S. C. should wear it 
|down and win decisively. 

Rice—Baylor 

Rice was washed up long ago. The 

Baylor Bears must win this to finish 


while Dartmouth has only had a fair | second in the southwest, and that’s 


one. 


Duquesne—Detroit 


More incentive and more ag- 
gressiveness will win for Dartmouth. | 


just what they’ll do. 


George Tech—Georgia 
Georgia is just fair while Tech on 


Duguesne’s undefeated while De- its season's performance is better 


troit has been battered around. The than average. 


Tech will come home 


Dugues have hit their peak while | to roost, 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 37 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


sion is fast and flashy, however, and | 


they get off some fair acro-tapping 
is 


and __stair-tapping. Response 


rather limited. Another terper, col- 


better. His 


tertainment value of which 
marred only by its overlength. 


lored Walter Green, is considerably 
extreme Harlemesque 
|tailoring make for good comic ap- 
| pearance and he shows subtle con- 
ltrol of his brogues in a turn the en- 


is 


Other comedy portions of the bill 


Baskette. Work 
the Harlem standard. 


Playhouse, Winnipeg 


Winnipeg, Nov. 26. 


‘are handled by the regular Apollo 
'trio, John Mason, Sandy Burns and 
is satisfactory on 
Herb. 


Smith, Rogers and Eddy (3), Lew 


‘Highway Patrol (Col). 


This is the opening bill of a new 


Hoffman, Rexola Trio (3); Frank 
' Conville and Sunny Dale (2); Allen 
Rogers, Don Wright House Band; 


season for the Playhouse, latter hav- | 


ing been shuttered all summer. 


customers seemingly liking it. 


Bill 
goes slapstick with a vengeance, with 


Allen Rogers opens show by telling | 
‘em about the ‘strawberry festival’ to | 
follow, etc., and then goes into arave 


about the price scale. During his 
own spot he gets off a trio of pops 
from ‘Roberta’ that register fairly 
well, following which he goes Irish 
for another three. He has a nice 
m.c. style, but would probably help 
his act plenty if he shaved a couple 
of songs from his turn, since it runs 
overboard. 

The Rexola Trio, two men and girl, 
do skating, dancing, hand-balancing 
and bar work. Act is well rehearsed 
and locks neat throughout. Smith, 
Rogers and Eddy, top billed, are a 
poker-faced, tumbling and slapstick 
act, plus a girl who helps the act on 
her looks. Her dancing is ordinary, 
but that doesn’t matter; she just has 
to walk around to knock out the 
boys in the first 10 rows. The two 
men handle their work well and reg- 
ister solidly. 

‘The Mad Hatter,’ Lew Hoffman, at 
least looks the part. He utilizes all 
manner of hats for laughs. His ma- 
terial isn’t narticularly new or clever, 
but he manages to garner plenty of 
plaudits. 

Frank Conville and Sunny Dale, 
mixed slapstick act, close. Conville, 
dressed in a trick suit, keeps the act 
at good speed. Gal is a tall, blonde 
looker and makes an_e effective 
straight for Conville’s comedy. 

Stage band, under Don Wright, 
makes its initial appearance and ably 
accounts for itself. Band works be- 
hind all acts, this marking a change 
from last vear when the musikers 
stayed in the pit. New scenery and 
Saeees dressing of stage polish the 
snow. 

Feature pix policy has been 
dropped, and from now on house 
plays shorts and vaude only. Norm. 
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VARIETY 


_ REVIEWS 


Wednesday, November 29, 1939 


| 


New 


Acts 


ELSIE JANIS 
Comedienne 

12. Mins. 

Club Versailles, N. ¥. 


Here’s what Sime in Variety first 
said about Elsie Janis back in 1916: 


(From ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7, 1916) 
ELSIE JANIS 
Imitations 

22 Mins.; Full 

(21); One (1). 
Palace, N. Y. 

‘Elsie Janis in Vaudeville’ evi- 
dently means something substan- 
tial. at the boxoffice and on the 
stage. according to this same 
Elsie Janis, returning to vaude- 
ville. Opening at the Palace, 
New York, Monday afternoon, 
Miss Janis drew two capacity 
houses. It was the first capacity 
Monday night audience the 
Palace has held in weeks, maybe 
months. The matinee attendance 
broke the house record. And 
made as good upon the stage as 
she made as good upon the siage 
as she had in the lobby. 

Miss Janis has left the much 
betrodden imitator’s path, and 
though other imitators or imper- 
sonators will raise their hands to 
signify they did it first, they 
didn’t do it just like Miss Janis 
has. For instance, she gave her 
idea of Harry Lauder playing the 
Balcony Scene from ‘Romeo and 
Juliet, and Ethel Barrymore 
singing ‘Hello Frisco’ to her son, 
besides coupling George Cohan 
and Eddie Foy as an imitation | 
duet in ‘I'm Here,’ Miss Janis | 
singing one line as Cohan, the 
next as Foy, and alternating in | 
that manner through the num- 
ber. 

She did 10 numbers, conclud- 
ing with Laurette Taylor's 
speech as ‘Peg,’ encoring in ‘one’ 
for a minute with ‘Fred Stone.’ 
Others were Ethel Levey singing 
a rag ballad, Bernhardt doing a | 
song, and Nazimova singing ‘I | 
Didn’t Raise My Son To Be a | 
Soldier. Her Frank Tinney was 
a model of mimicry. 

Just as an act, Miss Janis has a 
real good one, nicely and neatly 
pieced together, carrying iis own 
Ivric for general introduction, 
and about the only thing that 
could be said against Miss Janis is 
the program terming her ‘Amer- 
ica’s Wonder Child—Cleverest 
Girl in the World.’ 

That Elsie Janis could shoulder 
billing like that and still walk 
away with the load speaks un- 
mistakably for her—and the girl 
is clever. No one will take that 
away from her. 

Her imitations of men, as ever, 
are superior to those of women, 
but remembering she did 10 and 
also recalling those she could 
have done and didn’t, the return 
of Elsie Janis to vaudeville Mon- 
day was something in the nature 
of a triumph, for Elsie Janis and 
imitations. 

One of Miss Janis’ numbers 
was a dance. The rail holders 
said it was an imitation of Gaby 
Deslys. If Miss Janis ever an- 
nounces it as that, Gaby can 
commence raising her salary. 

Sime. 


Almost a quarter of a century later 
the same holds true, as to her talents 
as a mimic and entertainer, 
more importantly, Miss Janis 
achieves something in American 
show annals that few can claim. 
Working in a completely new idiom, 
perhaps the most difficult in-person 
entertainment extant—the intime 
night club floor—the comedienne 
gives lie to a long-lingering criticism 
that American audiences are cruelly 
fickle; that unlike the British public’s 
long-lingering regard for its Marie 
Lloyds, Will Fyffes, Gracie Fields, et 
al.. the Americans look upon its 
once-favorite entertainers in the 
same light that Hollywood regards 
its people: to wit, ‘you’re as good as 
your last picture.’ 

Unfortunately, this swift public 
flight of fancy and their quickly 
shifting standards are too true to re- 
fute. But the exception appears to 
be an Elsie Janis who seem- 
ingly a tradition even to the present- 
generation kiddies, and (2), even if 
she is only vaguely known, soon 
percolates the that 
made her such a favorite in the past 

Unquestionably a _ time-honored 
name. the no longer elfin Miss Janis 
shows her mettle to excellent results 
with her cavalcade of impressions 
revolving about ‘The Good Old Days’ 
as a central theme. She does Ethel 
and John Barrymore, Cohan, Lillie, 
Brice and Will Rogers. 

She quickly establishes herself by 
an ease and charm that’s undeniable. 
She confesses she is not sure of this 
or that type of routine; she ad libs 
about this new close-up relationship 
between customer and artist, but at 
the same brushes aside the ‘good old 
days’ nostalgia to readjust herself to 
her present field of endeavor. She 
even'tears off a snatch of dance, with 


Stage (Parlor) 


| 


| attracting a solid socialite and sub- 


the past. 


' Savitt bunch 


, leaned ultra-heavily to jive. 


but, ! 


‘ing publie sentiment about keeping 
out of it on the other side, should be 
re-edited a bit. 

_ It's a certainty, anyway, that Elsie , 
Janis is not of the same timber that) 
makes possible the nostalgic niteries | 
such as Billy’s Gay Nineties, the) 
Brown Derby, and the like. She) 
needn't battle any ‘comeback’ trail, | 
because Miss Janis’ artistry proves 
she has never been away, excepting | 
to her California patio, to which she | 
makes occasional reference. Last! 

season, as part of Frank Fay’s! 

Vaudeville, she was the individual, 

highlight. Today, working in aj} 


enough room, she evidences plenty 
of sock for the 1939-40 type custom- 
ers. No kia, she wisely eschews coy- 
ness. She looks trim and fit in her 
bovish bob and a dinner gown, 
which, however, might stand a little 
modishness. She knows her audi- 
ence values and caters to them | 
effectively. 

Most importantly, she is already | 


stantial patronage to the Versailles 
that best answers anything that) 
might be said anent Elsie Janis, the} 


AEF pet. and Elsie Janis in the! 

present-day show biz sweepstakes. | 
She holds her own now as she did} 


Abel. | 


JAN SAVITT and ORCH (14) 
With Bon Bon, Peggy Hope 
Paramount, N. Y. 

After 10 months at the Hotel Lin- 
coln around the corner, Jan Savitt 
and his crew are getting their first 
Broadway theatre showing in the 
current engagement. They've played 


several previous stage dates, how- | 


ever, two of them in quick succes- | and tricks are good enough to stand | traction.’ 
sion at 
' was once a fiddler with Stokowski's 


the Earle, Philly. Savitt 


Philadelphia Symph. From _re- 
sponse of the jitterbugs here just | 
specialists, it’s evident that the) 
is familiar fare to the, 
alligator trade via ether and the) 
lengthy hotel date. 

Savitt’s outfit. augmented by two, 
men for this date, consists of four 
rhyihm men, five horns and five! 
reeds. It gets away slightly from | 
the earlier style of the leader, which 
In line 
with current trend, present stuff is 
a bit sweeter, but still plenty solid. 
Arrangements are strong. 

As m.c., Savitt shows considerable | 
improvement over his former efforts 
in this line. His lengthy reign in 
the jitterbug-infested Blue Room of | 
the Lincoln seems to have given him | 


ia feeling for the jivesters and he 


consequently gets along with ’em. 
Bon Bon, his male vocalist, is a 
colored lad who easily scores top| 


mount layout. His singing is in an 
appealing jive style, much of it in 
double-talk. Neat pronunciation on 
the straight lyrics also helps get 
him over big. Peggy Hope is new! 
i femme chirper with Savitt. She's 
given only one number, ‘Oh Johnny,’ | 
showing nothing much. Herb. | 
BEVERLY ROBERTS 

With Al Siegal 

i5 Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

| Beverly Roberts returns to the va- 
rieties with a Hollywood rep, having 


done a number of pictures although | 


originally a Broadway product. She 
also comes back a bit of a pleasant 
surprise, evidencing an_ intensive 
tutelege under Al Siegal’s expert 
vocal direction. 
presides modestly at the ivories and 
takes a bow for the finale after Miss 
Roberts, now a shapely blonde, with 
her weight down trim, begs off with 
a speechlet. When at the State some 
18 months ago she was almost com- 
pletely lacking in stage presence. 


She does ‘South of the Border’ for | 
‘You Don’t Know | 


the opener, then 
Paree.’ intertwining Lucienne Boyer, 
Chevalier, Raquel Meller and Jose- 
phine Baker impressions. Then ‘A]l 
in Favor,’ and the finale is a travelog 
routine plugging the see-America- 
first idea, discoursing on the present- 
day hazards of European travel. Both 
her ‘Paree’ and concluding numbers 
form the bulwark of her routine, and 
lifts her above the ordinary. 
Fortified by a screen buildup, plus 
her basie ability. Miss Roberts should 
ave no difficulties on or off a ros- 


trum. meaning that she’s a cinch for 
nitery work. Abel. 
LOIS JANUARY 
Songs 
Mins. 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Ingenue from ‘Yokel Boy’ is 


| doubling into the Rainbow Room at 
the midnight show only, unable to 
break away for the dinner session, 
and presents herself advantageously 
for cafe work. A nice looking gal 
| from the west coast, where she also 
|; has had some parts in pictures, the 
' combination of her run in the Lew 
; Brown musical and her own per- 
/sonal performance commend her 
| favorably for intime engagements on 
a nitery floor. 

She only does three numbers, 


'with the sweeter numbers. 


The pianist-arranger | 


very creditable high-kicks, etc., ob-| which is about right, including ‘Lilacs 
serving that ‘If we ever have to go! in the Rain.’ ‘I Like to Make Music’ 
over there, I can still do my dance.’| and an aria from ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 
However, that line, in view of exist-' Works with a mike in accepted 


but doesn’t permit it to 
' eclipse her personality or charm. 
Last season Mary Martin essayed 
a similar stint of doubling from a 
musical (‘Leave It to Me’) into the 
-R.R. which did much to advance 
that ingenue. It should work as 
well for Miss January. Abel. 


CRACRAFT ELECTRIC ORCH 
With Paul Sabin, Donna Lee 
Century, N. ¥. 


(12) 


NBC  sustainer, electrically oper- | 


ated with men at the controls of the 


various instruments, is now being | 
conducted by Paul Sabin. During 


its two-day date at the Century last | 
week, it was given a colorful, blue | 


spotlighting and showed to advantage 
This is 
its iirst theatre date. Finale, ‘Lime- 
house Blues,’ is its best contribution. 
Tom Adrian Cracraft is 


‘glorified saloon, although a classy | with developing the setup. 


Sabin is a somewhat toothy m.c., 
lacking in personality, while Donna 


Lee, songstress with the outfit, re- 
deems her weak voice to some ex- 


tent with her looks. She shows in- 
experience, but, despite vocal medi- 
ocrity, was called back for an encore 
at show caught. 

Orch ineludes’ four 
trumpets, trombone a 
organ, piano, bass, guitar and drums, 
with the saxes alternating on fiddles. 
Instruments have a pleasing tonal 
effect on the soft numbers. Its 
novelty is one of its best stocks in 
trade for stage purposes. 


saxes, two 


MARGIE NOBLE 
Acrobatic Dancer 


(3 Mins. 


Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Cute blonde is an okay filler for 
any floor show. Nothing exactly 
unusual about her stuff, but tor a 
gal who's just stepping out of the 
chorus here to do her own specialty, 
she looks promising and has possi- 
bilities. Face and figure are in her 
favor to begin with, and her stunts 


up in most company. What she 
needs is a little flashier presenta- 
tion. 


All-revealing costume is an imme- 


sight of the maestro and his | diate help and her cart-wheels, splits 


from a running jump-start and high- 


kicking all have polish and evye- 
appeal. Her brief routine is fast 
and finished. Cohen. 


ROBINSON and MARTIN 
Taps 

6 Mins.; Band Set 

State, N. Y. 

Bob Robinson and Virginia Martin 
are youngsters whose specialty is 
concerted taps and, because they do 
their stuff considerably in hand-to- 
hand style, appear proficient 
than they really are. If doing their 
unison terping apart, or in accepted 
standards, they’d remove that semi- 
pro stance. 

She has an unusual high kick and, 
what's more, a pair of fetching gams 
to make the kick quite justifiable. 
He’s in tails. Both look neat. Their 


personal click in the current Para-| forte is acro and rhythmic stepping, 


concluding with a carioca touch to 
their ‘South American Joe’ routine. 


Abel. 
RUTH BARNES 
Dancer 
8 Mins. 


| Paramount, N. Y. 


Ruth Barnes is not entirely a new- 
comer, having played numerous 
vaude dates. She’s a comely blonde 
and exhibits smart footwork, her 
costuming being the only item that 
might be given more attention for 
stage work. 

Miss Barnes’ tapping excels in the 
rhythm department, where she 
works at length without music. She 
has several unique routines, all fast, 
and gets in clear-cut taps with a 
minimum of motion. Reception at 
the Paramount when caught was 
solid. Herb. 


Burlesk Reviews 


| REPUBLIC, N. Y. 


Charles McNally. Irving Selig, 
|'Charles Kane, Phil Stone, Eddie 
| Innes, Douglas Lloyd, Annette Ross, 
Irene Austin, Diane Raye, Toni Mit- 
| chell, Roxanne. 


| The Republic is in the same boat | 
| with the rest of the Times Square | 


| burley spots as far as business goes. 
It’s been just fair 
| stage when caught. Good reason for 
the lull can be seen in the current 
layout, which consumes almost 90 
minutes. 

From any angle the setup is rou- 
tine burley. 
among the femme contingent and 
none of ’em gets away from the time- 
worn method of doffing. The com- 
edy, headed by Charles McNally, is 
ineffective even with McNally’s es- 
tablished ability. Judging from the 
response to laugh attempts here, bur- 
ley customers are now at the point 
where they endure the at-bats of the 
comediants as something necessary In 
order to grab a peek at the undrap- 
ing. 

McNally and his cohort, Irving 
Selig. straighted by Phil Stone and 
Charles Kane, go through the mo- 
tions of reprising old skits to few real 
laughs. Several of these dip into of- 
fensive double entendre. Fact that 
McNally and Selig ably handle their 


credited | 


Hammond | 


and was at that } 


There’s no real names | 


| lines doesn’t put it over. Healthiest 
giggles pulled are with a shell-game 
' bit near the finale, wherein McNally 
|and Selig seem to toss away the 
script and go adlib. Eddie Innes 
jhas a couple of comedy spots, one 
;resurrecting the farmer's daughter 
bit, but he’s in mainly for an eccen- 
| trie softshoe tap which isn’t bad. 
Peeling is under wraps, none of 
(the girls going further than a quick 
‘glimpse from the waist up. About 


| the only distinction among this 
/group costuming. Diane Raye 
gets the biggest palm for that. She 


it more difficult to get to the bottom 
of things, but it lends a nice touch 
/to her smoothly-done turn. Toni 
| Mitchell, Annette Ross, and Roxanne 
use varied struts to get the same re- 
sults. Otherwise, thev’re akin to 
| peas in a pod. Miss Ross starts hers 
'with a voeal she could best forget. 
Irene Austin is confined to working 
in comedy. 

| Production is conspicuous by its 
"absence in most of the skits and 


dances. Best is an Arabian setting 
l to ‘Strange Enchantment,’ using 
|showgirls and line in diaphanous 


veils and Douglas Lloyd, singer, atop 
a tower. Lloyd is new to burley. 
| Voice is better than most such sing- 
fers, but his diction is very poor. 
| Line of eight ponies and six show- 
|girls have the required animation 
but little else. 


uses southern belle dressing, includ- | 
ing hoop skirt and pantaloons. Makes 


| CASINO, PITT | 


| Pittsburgh, Nov. 24. | 
i ‘Rosebuds’ unit with Reggie White, | 
| Marie Cord, Manny King, Stanley 

| Bros. (2), Harry (Boob) Myers, Ann 
| Smith, Maxine, Irving Karo, Joy- | 
| zelle, Screen and Johnson, Line (16), | 


| It’s not the unit itself that counts | 
j this week, but the ‘extra added at- | 
She’s Reggie White, of the | 
twisting tassels, who is coming out of | 
'a five-vear retirement this season to 
/re-establish herself as one of the | 
‘most unusual strip-tease specialists 
in the biz. Gal's always been a fave 
around here; she used to come in for 
,one week and stay five or six. This 
time, manager George Jaffe has 
brought her in for two but may ex- 
tend that. He should, anyway, be- 
cause biz this stanza has been big- 
gest of season, and it can be traced 
directly to Miss White 

For the rest, ‘Rosebuds’ remains 
just another so-so unit. Manny 
King. one of the best comics on the | 
wheel, is the head man in the funny 


department but he’s working this 
time with pretty thin material. 


Crocks ‘em with his box bit next toa 
frozen-pan accomplice even if it’s 
the same bit Happy Hyatt did at 
Casino just two weeks before him, 
but his other items don’t come off. 
Subway sketch has nothing to rec- 
ommend it and the radio amateur 
hour scene is just a drab filler. Next | 
to Miss White, standout here are 
Stanley Bros., whose acrobatic dance 
‘session could stand up in any com- 
pany. At Casino particularly, how- 
ever, it’s manna from above and mob 
practically wouldn't let the boys get 
away. 

Featured stripper is Marie Cord, 
who resembles Gypsy Rose Lee. Her 
peel is conventional and so is that | 
of Maxine, who almost starts going 
to town midway and then thinks bet- 
ter of it. Second comic is Harry 
(Boob) Myers, who works too hard 
and has no material to speak of any- 
way, while unit calls on Irving Karo | 
to warble too often. Couple of times 
| would have been enough since he’s 
{not particularly strong vocally at 
best. 

Joyzelle has a brace of ballet in- 
terludes and she’s not a bad dancer 
{either but should scissor her num- 
bers to increase their effectiveness. 
‘Sepia hoofing team. Screen and | 
| Johnson, fill a spot satisfactorily with 
some typical chocolate-style hoofing, | 
which means it’s” neither’ dis- 
tinguished nor third-rate, and Ann 
| Smith's around to help out in the! 
| Sketches. Not much production and | 
chorus looks divided into enemy | 
camps. At least half of 'em seem to | 
be trying to pull apart from the 
other half most of time and it’s a 
draw. Cohen. 


Clamping Burlesk 


Bridgeport, Nov. 28. | 
Burley at Lyric, a Rudnick-Leven- | 
| thal operation, is tagged ‘Follies,’ | 
| according to police mandate within | 


| Bridgeport limits, but is labeled | 
| ‘Burlesque’ out of town. | 
| Censor tightened last week and | 
|Zorita, top-billed stripper, was 


| scratched. 
| substitution. 


Show got along without | 


Burley Back in Canton 


Canton, O., Nov. 28. 

Burlesque is slated to return to 
the Grand here Dec. 1 after an ab- 
sence of a year. A stock company | 
is being assembled by local inbere | 
ests. Shows will be changed once 
a week, 

Burley policy will replace the rep- | 


| 


ertoire troupe which has been at aa 


house since Oct. 7. 


-reading the letter, 


| audience 


| boxoffice 


| Fox) 
|matic sketch and Harry Fox sells a 


Unit Reviews 


Lum and Abner Revue 
(COLONIAL, DAYTON) 


Dayton, O., Nov. 25. 

Lum and Abner Radio Revue, with 
Roscoe Ails and Betty Lewis, Ross 
Sisters, Phil Bernard, Myers and St. 
Jonn, Lee Mason; Brings 
Up Baby’ (Col). 

How radio popularity can boost 
the stock of performers is illustrated 
in the case of Lum and Abner in 
their personal here. For the first 
time since vaudeville was resumed 
here early in the fall, there wasn't 
an empty seat in the house at their 
first show, and standees were plenti- 
ful. 

Their presentation is nothing more 
than one of their radio broadcasts 
done in person. Discovered in their 
grocery store playing checkers, the 
phone rings to disturb their tran- 
quillity. Lum finally answers it and 
finds Sister Simpson is at the other 
end ready to place an order. After 
considerable pursuasion, Lum is in- 
duced to take the order, Abner 
writing the items down On the face 
of a letter he pulls from his pocket. 

The humor thereafter comes from 
its various lines 
interlarded with the items on Sister 
Simpson’s order, a device that has 
brought laughs since time’ im- 
memorial. Now that Lum has done 
the callin’ of the order, they argue 
as to who is going to do the footin’ 
to fill it, Abner declaring that he’s 
way behind on his settin’ and is go- 
ing to catch up even if they have to 
cancel the order. Sudden appearance 
of a dazzling femme who walks 
through the store causes them to 
hang out a closed-for-the day sign 
and they exit. 

The boys, 
Chester Lauch 
Gort (Abner), 


who in real life are 
(Lum) and Norris 
then appear without 
makeup and reveal themselves as 
very personable. Most interesting 
part of their act comes when they 


| give bits from their other radio im- 
personations. 


Roscoe Ails energetically m.c.s, but 
much of his stuff is either time-worn 
or pretty blue for the family type of 
audiences drawn by Lum and Abner, 
He teams with Betty Lewis, an eye- 
ful who can tap niftily. 

Myers and St. John are responsible 
for a lot of laughs with dancing and 
comedy acrobatics, highlighted by a 
comedy adagio and the male mem- 
ber’s adept manner of flinging his 
limbs about. Lee Mason sings ‘Chloe,’ 


‘South of Border’ and ‘My Prayer.’ 
Billed as a romantic baritone, his 
| looks fill the term romantic, while 
his voice is excellent. 

Phil Bernard brings on a= half 
dozen or more impersonations, the 
best of which are Charlie Chaplin, 


| Jimmy Durante and Groucho Marx. 


He evidently thinks so well of the 
latter that he keeps running it into 
other acts throughout the balance of 
the bill. 

Three years do 


girls of tender 


some remarkable backbending, one 
tipping back to pick up a_hand- 
kerchief with her teeth. They're 


billed as the Ross Sisters. There is a 
line chorus of 10 appearing in radium 
and Hawalian numbers. 

A novelty is Dayton’s first public 
demonstration of television, with the 


transmitting outfit in the pit and 
the reflection thrown on a small 
screen on stage. Members of the 


are allowed to. televise 
The thing works but the 
dim Kany. 


themselves. 
images are very 


STREETS DE PAREE 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, Now. 22. 

Evelyn Brent, Harry Fox, Jack 
Greenman and Johnny D’Arca, Mlle. 
Charie, Chisholm and Lampe, Gene 
Fields, Hollywood Models (8), ‘Pride 


| of the Bluegrass’ (WB). 


Although this show is sold at the 
through the names of 
Evelyn Brent and Harry Fox, acts 
buried in the billing are responsible 
for its sock effect. Miss Brent (Mrs 
delivers acceptably in a dra- 


rendition of ‘Ida’ with pleasing effect, 
but scoring best with the customers 
are Jack Greenman and Johnny 
D’Arca, comedians, and Chisholm 
and Lampe, hand-balancing turn. 

Greenman in a ‘dumb bloke’ char- 
acterization, walks off with a dra- 
matic skit about Niagara Falls in 
which he assists Miss Brent, while 
D’Arca scores with slobbery vocal 
efforts. Greenman and D’Arca also 
register in another appearance with 
comic singing, in which they wind 
up playing in the band. Greenmans 
comedy drum-beating is socko. 

Line of eight girls dances passably 
in three appearances, best bit with 
‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ Mlle. Cherie 
does a can-can and acrobatic routine 
with the line, to so-so reception. | 

Gene Fields’ impersonations 
only about one-third of his charac- 
terizations clicking. His sound effects 
are better. Ten-piece band plays 
from stage. Biz good.on show caught. 

Just. 
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New Thanksgiving No Help to B way, 
Which Tries Again Tomorrow (Thurs.) 


Dual Thanksgiving occasioned by 
President Roosevelt moving up the 
date one week, and a number of 
state governors declining to change 
the custom of celebrating on the 
final Thursday of November, did 
not benefit legit business. Several 
plays essayed an extra matinee 
Thursday (23), but, in total, business 
was not up to expectations. It is 
believed, however, that attendance 
this week, when nearby states ob- 
serve the holiday, will approximate 
the usual upbeat. 


Only one show (‘Skylark’, Mor- 
osco) scheduled three matinees last 
and this week, the other new hits 
playing the usual eight perform- 
ances. Broadway was puzzled on 
what to do about the two holidays, 
but on the hunch that there will be 
a visitor influx tomorrow (Thurs- 
day ), no less than 17 attractions have 
scheduled matinees. 


Indicated, too, that a goodly per- 
centage of New Yorkers will par- 
ticipate in a second turkey day. In- 
flux means that any number of resi- 
dents will host the visitors and will 
have to celebrate, whether they fig- 
ured that way or not. Business, how- 
ever, is expected to slow up, as usual 
since the Christmas shopping rush 
is already taking form. 


There seemed to be plenty of 
youngsters on Broadway for the first 
Thanksgiving and for the balance of 
the week. Such states as Connecti- 
cut and Massachusetts are on the old 
schedule, with turkey day this week, 
and there were no school vacations 
therefore. It is from these points 
that the amusements anticipate more 
than average patronage this week. 


‘Kiss’ Misses 


A peculiar result came when an 
attempt was made to book ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye’ in stands so that it 
could get the benefit of the two 
Thanksgivings, but the stunt missed 
fire. Last week ‘Kiss’ was in Hart- 
ford, which celebrates this week, 
and currently it is in Washington, 
D. C., where turkey day was last 
Thursday (23). 


Showmen are still trying to ex- 
plain why October was much better 
for show business than this month 
and have figured out fresh ideas. 
Pointed out that several big football 
games, such as Army-Notre Dame, 
which invariably brings an influx, 
were moved up, and the same ap- 
plied to the auto show. Latter event 
formerly was hailed as a sure thing 
for better business, but in recent 
years it has not seemed to be of 
much benefit. Exhibits have be- 
come so elaborated that visitors’ time 
is taken up thereby, and special ex- 
hibitions were spotted away from the 
main show. 


Despite the variance in grosses of 
some attractions, highly favored in 
the past, the new clicks are drawing 
great attendance and last week saw 
one or two of the moderate successes 
climbing. Occupancy in the major 
hotels is still considerably under 


How? 


Now it's auditions by tele- 
phone. 

Walter Greaza, legit player, 
tells about being called regard- 
ing a radio assignment. He was 
told the part was that of an 
older man and was asked if he 
could handle it. Somewhat 
daunted by the approach but 
still game, Greaza answered that 
he’d played numerous. older 
parts on the stage. 

Thereupon the agency execu- 
tive came back with the payoff. 
‘Well, what we have in mind, 
he explained, ‘is an army offi- 
cer—a colonel, say. How would 
you play that?’ 


normal for this period and this is be- | 
lieved to be a reasonable explana- | 


tion why some successes have de- 
clined. 


Massey Says He’li Quit 


“Abe Lincoln’ in Spring 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 
If Playwrights’ Co. expects to keep 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ on road for 


two seasons, it'll have to tour next ! 


year without Raymond Massey. Star 


of Pulitzer Prize winner said here | 
last week he expected to remain with | 


show only until spring, and had no 
intention of continuing for another 
season. 

Massey has been optioned by Max 
Gordon and Harry Goetz for another 
RKO picture, but so far neither he 
nor producers have found suitable 
story material. Expects to return to 
Hollywood early next summer, when 
‘Lincoln’ tour ends, and will stay 
there for several months, by which 
time he hopes Playwrights’ will have 
found a new play for him. 


Ruth Gordon East For 


Max Gordon’s ‘Today’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Ruth Gordon, currently under 


contract to play Queen Victoria in 
the Warner picture, ‘Disraeli,’ was 
signed by Max Gordon to star in the 
Broadway legit play, ‘Here Today.’ 

Stage drama is slated for late 
Winter, 


Philip Barry, Rice Give 
‘Rock’ Unexpected Help; 
Equity Grants Wage Cut 


Unusual support from unsolicited 
sources is being given ‘Thunder 
Rock,’ Mansfield, N. Y., which is the 
Group Theatre’s first presentation 
this season. Drama by Robert Ar- 
drey was not well received by the 
press and it was planned to close at 
the end of the first week. It was 
then announced that the play would 
continue and the Group sought a 
concession from Equity, which was 
granted. 


Sunday (26), in the N. Y. Times, 
two letters from -prominent play- 
wrights lauded ‘Rock.’ The unpre- 
cedented encouragement to a young 
author came from Philip Barry and 
Elmer Rice. Understood that neither 
of the latter are acquainted with 
Ardrey, but the impression the play 
registered on both is undoubted, 
judging from the tenor of their com- 
ments. Both were brief and both 
were pointed in declaring ‘Rock’ 
(first known as “Tower of Light’) to 
be unusual drama. In addition, Rice 
expressed satisfaction that such new 
authors as Ardrey have entered the 
theatre. Previously his ‘Casey Jones,’ 
also produced by the Group, was 
regarded as just having missed, 
same going for another of Ardrey’s 
plays. 
not in the 
also lauded ‘Rock.’ 


weekly last week, doing the same 
currently, and by the end of the 
week it is expected that the show’s 
chances will be more clearly indi- 
cated. Equity council conceded the 
change in salary arrangements, it 
being stipulated that the players re- 
ceive a percentage if the gross ex- 
ceeds operating expenses. 


Excellent judges of plays, | 
newspaper field, have! ever. 


| 


| 


Charles Allen Producing 
Musical on Broadway 


Charles H. Allen, New York agent, 
has acquired William Dugan’s 
‘Frenchy,’ a musical play, and will 
present it on Broadway, possibly in 
the early spring. He’s engaged Lily 
Lanvin, French actress who starred 
in ‘By Candlelight’ in London, to 
topline the show. Dugan is a Coast 
writer. 

This will be Allen’s first solo legit 
production. He was formerly in 
partnership with Jack Curtis, who, 
now again an agent, presented two 
or three plays and was interested in 
several others, 


TWO 
TAY OFF 


Two of the four attractions being 
toured by the Legitimate Theatre 
Corp. are coming in from the road 
and will lay off temporarily, at least, 
although it is expected they will tour 
again after the first of the year. 
‘What a Life’ comes in from Syra- 
cuse after Saturday (Dec. 2), while 
‘On Borrowed Time’ will stop after 
playing Syracuse Dec. 16. ‘Golden 
Boy’ is on the Coast, doing fairly 
well, while Eva Le Gallienne, with 
Ibsen repertory, is easily the most 
successful of the LTC quartet. 

The road shows encountered con- 
siderable difficulty in being opposed 
by the film versions, 


viously. 
off, but some of the organizations, 
which were in the guise of guaran- 
tors, sent in cancellations. 


celled. 


Fortune Gallo, who, with Arthur! on 
is operating LTC, ap-/ rule. 
plied to Equity for concessions in an | require pro-rata extra pay. 
effort to keep the shows lighted. | 
Ordinarily the rules allow a four- | i : L 
day lay-off, or the equivalent, for|in the possible financing of ‘Pin- 
shows which are routed to the Coast | occhio.’ j . 
to equalize time lost in travel. Gallo | Tepresent Jock Whitney in making 
resulting stage investments. 

from the cancelled time, also the | 
difficulty in booking fill-in dates be- | 


Oberfelder, 


explained situation 


tween the guaranteed appearances. 
Concession was not granted, how- 
Showman did win a point in 


which ap-| siderable critical commendation. | 
peared to have affected ‘Time’ andj; 
‘Life’ especially, Pictures were re- | o¢chio,’ has been active in reviving 
leased day and date with the stage! the show. 
showings, or were exhibited just pre- | it as a regular legiter, but wanted to 
Not only was attendance | play twice daily, expecting to use 


‘ Around | js virtually double that paid by FTP. 
20 such dates out of 150 were can- | Equity nixed the twice-daily idea on 


respect to the presentation of op-| 
Cast worked on a minimum of $40| eretta revivals at Miami this winter. 


He may engage local girls from the 
chorus, but agrees to use Equity 
members as principals, they to be 
transported to and from New York. 
Fact that the LTC shows average 
five performances weekly, and none 
play more than six, 
fluence the council. 

‘Boy’ was slated 


‘that $250, which was the company 


Revised Ticket Code Will Start 
Working Soon; Brokers to Abide, 
But Suggest Old Control System’ 


Doubling Cousin 


After an all-day session Monday 
(27) between managers, an Equity 
delegation and ticket brokers in the 


‘offices of the League of New York 
Theatres, it was virtually assured 
that the strengthened code designed 
to abate ticket abuses would soon 
start functioning. Accredited agen- 
cy people gave indications that they 
| would abide by the regulations. Con- 
|ferees went over the code thorough- 
lly from 10 a. m. until 5 in the after- 
| noon, stopping only for coffee and 
sandwiches. 

| Yesterday Equity’s council okayed 
nia for a vacation and the youth | the changed code, provided certain 
is out of ‘Time’ to handle the final revisions are written in. Fri- 
when. day (1) is expected to see the regu- 
| Jations in final form, 

It was the most peaceable session 
since the code meetings started. 
Brokers made a number of sugges- 
| tions which probably will be written 
into the regulations, and their criti- 
cism of certain restrictions was con- 
sidered, Ticket men sought infor- 


Plans Still Underway; 
Equity Nixes 2-a-Day mation as to penalties, but that an- 
| gle has been put up to the enforce- 


Efforts have been made for some Ment board of four. One of the knot- 
time to place ‘Pinocchio’ on the ‘tiest problems still facing the code’s 
Broadway boards again. Show was €fficiency is a solution of how to 
one of the Federal Theatre Project keep a reasonable percentage of 
attractions, forced off when Con- | tickets, held for direct boxoffice 
gress ruled out the WPA relief the- | sale, out of the hands of gyps. That 
atre. While the attraction was de- puzzle applies principally to the big 
| signed for juveniles, it drew con- | hits. 


Ross Bagdasarian, the news- 
boy in ‘Time of Your Life’, Booth, 
N, Y., is the 17-year-old cousin 
of William Saroyan, who wrote 
the play. Kid badgered the 
author into giving him a stage 
chance and the part was written 
into the script. Job, however, 
is contingent that the boy drive 
Saroyan’s big car. 

Saroyan is leaving for Califor- 


‘Pinocchio’ Revival 


‘Control System’ Idea 


Yascha Frank, who staged ‘Pin-| Among the suggestions being 
,mulled is the use of a ‘control sys- 
tem,’ such as formerly used by lead- 
ing agencies, for the sale of not only 
tickets sold at a premium, but also 
those offered by the boxoffices. In- 
, Stead of the actual tickets, patrons 
; would receive an order, not redeem- 
able until performance time. Be- 
lieved that this method would clut- 
ter up lobbies and probably require 
additional boxoffice facilities, but 
would apply only to attractions in 
highest public favor. It is a ques- 
tion whether playgoing would not be 
made more difficult. 

Some showmen often’ express 
themselves as opposed to agencies, 
but the best informed are strongly 
|in favor of accredited brokers as 
| necessary to obtain the best possible 
market for distribution. Leading 
brokers readily admit they can stim- 


He proposed presenting 


| most players at minimum salary, it 
,is understood. That figure, however, 


| the ground that it might be an inroad 
its eight - performance - weekly 
All additional performances 


Understood that Martin Gable and 
(Mrs.) Carly Wharton are interested 


That duo is reputed to 


formances at the Philharmonic au- 
ditorium, Los Angeles, Friday and 


Saturday (24-25). Reports from (Continued on page 44) 
there stated that Merle Armitage, 
who manages the spot, cancelled 


both Saturday performances, also 


LaGUARDIA VETOES 


share for Friday’s performance, had 


‘been withheld. Claimed on this end | THE SPELLMAN BILL 


failed to in-| 
|of the money had been devoted to 
for three per-' 


that Armitage had sold $4,000 in 
subscriptions for the four LTC at- 
tractions, but contended that most 


Mayor La Guardia of New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) vetoed the 
Howard Spellman bill, which would 


1 4; 
expioitation. fix maximum premiums on tickets 


purchased outside the boxoffices. 


== La Guardia declared: ‘I do not be- 
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lieve that the bill as drawn will pro- 
duce the desired results. It surely 
will not correct the vicious practices 
now in existence. I have repeatedly 
stated a great deal of the undesirable 
methods and vicious practices in con- 
nection with the resale of theatre 
tickets could be eliminated by the 
theatres themselves. 

‘This law limits resale premiums, 
at least when printed on tickets, and 
possibly in all cases to a 75-cent 
maximum. I believe it is invalid due 
to the Tyson decision of the supreme 
court.’ 

The bill may be brought up again 
by its sponsor any time in the next 
30 days, and if the council passes it 
with a two-thirds vote over the 
mayor’s veto, it becomes a law. 


‘Heliz’ New Edition 


New edition of ‘Hellzapoppin’ is 
due to go on at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., late this week. Olsen and 
Johnson have been rehearsing new 
skits and dance routines and it is 
claimed that the revue will be 80% 
changed from the original version. 
Original title will be retained, but 
will be billed the ‘1940’ version. 

‘Hellz’ topped Broadway for most 
of last season and through summer, 
no musical since ‘Leave It to Me’ 
getting bigger grosses until the ar- 
rival of ‘Too Many Girls,’ the present 
Broadway leader. ‘Hellz,’ however, 
is still drawing excellent money and 
is slated to go through a second 
season, 
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Plays on Broadway 


KEY LARGO 


Drama in two acts and prolog by Maux- 
well Anderson Presented at the Ethel 
Barrymore. N. Y., Nov. 27, ‘3%, by the 
Playwrights’ Coa. Paul Muni starres 
ataged by Guthrie MecClintic: settings 
Ja Mielziner: $5.50 opening: $3.20 top 
Alfred Etcheverry | 
Alewre Alcala. Uta Hagen 
MUrille. Frederic Tozere | 
Priscilla. Eve Abbott 
Mr. Richard Bishop 
Dive. Sthel Jackson | 
Osceola Hort... William Challee 
Firat Man Tourist. John Fearrley 
First Woman Tourist........ Norma Millay 
Second Weman Tourist......- Helen Carroll | 


Season’s most serious play to date | 
drew a turnout of notables, who wit- 
nessed a splendid performance, and 
the impression is that ‘Key Largo’ 
will be among the season’s successes. 

It took the unusual to bring Paul 
Muni back from Hollywood after a| 
lapse of seven years, and the meter 
of Maxwell Anderson's lines turned 


the trick. Muni dominates the per- 
formance and, while there is perhaps 
too much declamatory philosophy 
during the play's later stretches, it 1s 
the strength of his acting that should 
make it click, even in times when the 
average plavgoer gives preference to 
comedy, rather than dramatics. 
Essentially, ‘Key Largo’ is tragedy. 
It has a strong content of melodra- 
matics, yet there is something of a 
message gleaned from the comments 
on the evil in the world, particularly 
the creatures who have turned Eu- 
rope into a nightmare. There, too, is 
considerable about the conduct of 
men and women who think deeply, 
the author indicating that life is 
empty in the world of today. Ander- 
son also gives a fairly clear insight 
on what happened in Spain, and his 
characters say that, if the country 
suffered before Franco, it could be 
nothing but worse under his rule. 


Rather lengthy, but gripping pro- | 
10g, is a hilltop in Spain, 1939. There 
a band of five American lads, led by 
King McCloud. have been defenders 
on the loyalist side. “ing returns 
from a food foray with the informa- 
tion that the war is virtually over 
and that the lines are falling back. 
That means they are to be wiped out, 
having had no orders to retreat, King 
wants to lead his comrades to safety, 
but they refuse, when Victor D’AI- 
cala, whose people had been proud. 
wealthy Spaniards before going to 
America, resolves to remain on post. 


King goes alone, and the others are 
killed. Returning to America, he is 
a tortured soul, wondering whether 
he, too. should not have remained to 
face the insurgents. He finally | 


reaches the poor home of Victor’s!. 


father, who had been blinded over | 
there during Rivera’s regime, The| 
house is near a wharf on Key Largo, | 
Florida, D’Aleala having only his | 
fine, sensitive daughter, Alegre, to | 
take care of him. 


Though he had hoped to get some 


measure of assurance that his action | 


in leaving Victor and the others was 
not wholly wrong, father and daugh- 
ter bitterly resent King. But they 
have him stay, for the girl has loved 
him from afar. Their later discus- 
sions and declarations on life, wom- 


anhood and courage constitute not a/! 


few very quiet scenes, but first- 
eer remained patient until the 
end. 


Melodramatic thread of the story 


has to do with sure-thing hoodlums | 


who rent a cabin and use the wharf 
for fixed gambling. Murillo, the 


head thug. has designs on the girl. | 
but the old man knows the fellow | 
had killed a road foreman the nicht | 


before and sunk the body. Having 


befriended two Indians, he gets them | 


to float the corpse, and a situation 
arises. 


Sheriff, who has been greased by 
Murillo, seeks an arrest, and the In- 
dians are brought in. King upsets 
that plan by declaring that he was 
the assassin With gun in the belly 


of Murillo, he forces the gambler | 
bac!.ward towards the door, figuring | 


that one of the other thugs would 
shoot, and both are so killed. 
mance can have little part in so dire 
a story, but the love of the girl for 
King is definite. She had decided 
that for him life would be but a 
living hell. 

Muni’s performance has something 
of magic about it, so finished is his 
oes Onstage nearly all the way, 

@ commands attention every time 
he speaks, There are a number of 
other excellent performances also, 
with Uta Hagen, a young actress who 
has come along rapidly, turning in a 
fine showing as Alegre, only femme 
lead in the large cast. Harold Johns- 
rud as the blind father, Frederic To- 
zere as Murillo, Ralph Theodore as 
the Sheriff, Jose Ferrer and Charles 
Ellis as soldiers, and Richard Cow- 


animation. 


} signed by S, 
| opened Nov. Yo, 


|} 


| 


dery as a gangster are players who 
stand out. 


‘Key Largo’ may arouse a differ- 


ence of opinion, but it has plenty of | 


‘drama and theatre, even if — 
ee. 


PINS AND NEEDLES 


(THIRD EDITION) 
teyue in two acts, 17 seenes, presented 
bv the Labor Stage, with members of Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers Union; 
originally opened Nov, 27, 1037; music and 
Harold J. Rome: sketches by Joseph 
staged by Robert H. Gordon; de- 
Syrjala; third edition formally 
"OU; SL.05 top. 
Allan Saxe, Ella Gerber, Ruth Ru- 
Jean Nicita, Fred Schmidt, An- 
Kazio, Moe Schreier, Alma Charmat, 
Paul Seymour, Hy Gardner, Mur- 
ray Modiek, Berni Gould, Sol Israel, Al 
Harry Clark, Millie Weitz, Ruth El- 
boum, Rose Kaufman, Dorothy Harrison, 


Ivrics, 
Schrank; 
Cast: 


thony 
Al Levy, 


| Nina Harary. Ida Mandel, Randolph Saw- 
ver, Jean Nicita, Alice Sands, Dorothy 
Tucker, 


is a comedy without laughter except 
| for a fleeting few moments 

| Story is the love match between 
Sandra Page, a pretty, rich girl, and 
| Karl Hedstrum, an artist whose stu- 
the fringe of Greenwich 


| 


is on 
Village. They meet in an art gallery 
|where his works are on exhibition. 


She likes his paintings, but is seek- | 
ing an old master as a present to her | 
Proprietor of the! 
sum to] 


aunt and uncle. 
shop offers him a goodly 
copy a rare painting known to a few 
experts to have been destroyed. 

Karl first refuses, being an ex- 
ponenent of the modern art, but to 
raise funds that he may buy things 
for Sandra, he finally accepts, not 
‘knowing that the copy is for her. 
She has been in his studio and takes 
lessons in sketching. Her finance, a 
young banker, gets into a dispute 
'with Karl, whose fit of temperament 
|offends Sandra. Banker had called 
| to judge a large statue called ‘Miss 
| Special Delivery’ which a sculptor, 
‘who shares the studio, made for 
|; Upper Sandusky. The statue, by the 
| way. was done by Westbrook Pegler, 
‘the Scripps-Howard syndicated col- 
/umnist. Looked okay, as did the 
|paintings in the gallery. 
| The young artist, on learning of 


‘Pins and Needles’ has been mak- ithe trick to gyp a patron, makes the 


ing revisions here and there for the | 
past year, and now for the second | 
time it has officially adopted the | 
‘new edition’ billing. Actually, only 
nine of the 17 scenes, sketches and 
musical bits are brand new, and how 
much bigger and better it is than the 
original version is naturally open to 
debate, but it remains the _ finest 
show of its type since the first ‘Little 
Show’ and the original ‘Americana.’ 
It has biting satire and broad com- 
edy, good music and, above all, 
astonishingly fine performances all 
rolled in one. 

That it’s a smash can’t be ques- 
tioned now, but it can be prognosti- 
cated that it will be around for more 
editions. Especially if the $1.65 top 
price scale is maintained and Har- 
old J. Rome (songs and lyrics) and 
Joseph Schrank (sketches) continue 
to feed the ILGWU workers the kind 
of material that this ‘new’ edition 
unfolds. 

Of the eight new bits and songs, 
four are of smash calibre; (1) ‘The 
Harmony Boys,’ a caustic, broad and 
belly-laugh takeoff on Fritz Kuhn, 
Father Coughlin and Senator Robert 
Reynolds of North Carolina; (2) 
‘Mene. Mene, Tekel,’ as sung by col- 
ored Dorothy Harrison with rhyth- 
mic choral backgrounding; (3) ‘Para- | 


| 


dise Mislaid,’ satirical study of sev-| 


| eral Clifford Odets plays in one; (4) 


‘Bertha the Sewing Machine Girl’ or 
‘It’s Better With a Union Man,’ which 
pokes fun at the old 10-20-thirt mel- 
lers. A close runner-up is ‘Oh, Give 
Me the Good Old Days,’ which is 
sung by Millie Weitz ‘in one.’ 

In comparison with the above, 
though | still alright, such new 
sketches as ‘Cream of Mush,” which 
pokes fun at commercial radio, and | 
‘What This Party Needs,’ a rib on| 
Republicans, appear to suffer. Some | 
of the older material has been 
brought up to date. notably the ‘Five 
Little Angels of Peace’ scene. For- 
merlv it was four, but now Stalin 
has been added to Hirohito, Cham- 
berlain, Hitler and Mussolini, with 
the Nazi and communist dictators 
knocking each other out at the finish. 


art dealer kick in with most of the 
coin he got. Karl invades Sandra's 
classy home with a grip containing 
all the money in banknotes, which 
he spills on the floor. When the} 
truth comes out he is chagrined, she | 
in tears, but there is the inevitable 
clinch. 

John Beal, as Karl. and Helen 
Claire, as Sandra, are the leads. He 
has the much better chance and turns 
in a good performance. Miss Claire 
is most attractive as the girl. but the 
assignment is a far cry from her 
‘honey chile’ showing in ‘Kiss the 


Boys Goodbye’ last season. Haila 
Stoddard is a standout as a model 
who strips with ease. Others are 
so-so, Ibee. 
Comedy in three acta (five scenes) by 
Caroline North and Earl Blackwell; di- 
rected by HRobert Ross: settings by Yel- 
lenti. Presented by Harry R. Irving and 
Michael Dolan at John Golden, N. Y., Nov. 
21. °39; $3.30 top ($4.40 opening). 
Madame Dernardi........Constance Collier 
Martha Wood Baush........Blanche Sweet 
Mattie Kate Baugh........- ..-Mary Mason 
Gladys Hayes 
SAMMY. Humund Dorsay 
Mise Pritchard .Victoria Horne 
Maxine. Evelyn Barrows 
Nick Mikalos....... Charles Torre 
Aileen Poe 
Shiriey Baxter. Carmina Cansino 
Another Reporter........ Krederick Howard 
Lathrop Mitchell 
Another Le Comte 


Just shrug this off as one of Broad- 
way’'s embarrassing moments. 

Piece is a little something about a 
southern gal who cashes in on a sen- 
sational newspaper story and, with 
the help of an astrologer and a re- 
porter, gets to Hollywood. There 
she abandons a career to marry the 
reporter, while her mother is all set 
to be ‘another Billie B.rke.’ It’s all 
strictly featherweight. 


Besides having more playing pol- 


earthy. There’s more than double 
entendre in Rome’s song, ‘Dear Bea- 
trice Fairfax.’ sung by Miss Weitz. 
Mimics of Kuhn, Coughlin and Rey- 
nolds also go to town, and ‘Bertha’ is 
about an old-fashioned girl fighting 
off the boss’ roue son. 

On the acting side, Al Eben, who 


plays and looks like Kuhn, is a 
|standout as future Broadway ma-| 
| terial. He’s a sterling comic. Close 


| behind him in laugh-getting ability 
| is Harry Clark, who’s the Lord High 
| Executioner in the older. but still 
very excellent. ‘The Red Mikado,’ a 
| elick added for the second edition. 
| Miss Harrison does a bangup job 
| with *‘Mene. Mene. Tekel,’ and this 
| tune annears destined for the hit 
class. She also sings the new, patri- 
| otic ‘Stay Out. Sammy.’ Miss Weitz 
|} is another swell deliverer in a fine 
| aggregation of players. her big click 
coming via ‘Beatrice Fairfax.’ 
There’s no better entertainment 

| buy on Broadway than this group of 

needleworkers with the Rome- 
| Schrank material. Scho. 


I KNOW WHAT I LIKE 


| Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
| Hudson, N. Y., Nov. 24, '39, by T. Edward 
|} Iftambleton and Richard Skinner; written 
by Justin Sturm; settings by Donald Oen- 
slager; staged by Aurol Lee: 83.30 top. 
| Sir Arthur Keswick........Reynolds Evans 
| Karl Hedstrom..... John Beal 
Sandra Page...... Claire 
Harvey Van Kdmund George 
Edward Broadley 


The Westchester and Connecticut 
‘set turned out for this premiere. as 
{the producers are known up in that 
|region for their summer theatre ac- 
| tivities. First-nighters were politely 
responsive, but that won’t help this 
newest in-betweener. 

There are some pretty good actors 
j}and some very nice scenery on the 
|}eredit side, but the script is dull, 
|getting nowhere except detailing a 
‘romance at considerable length. It 


Only thing that dignifies the effort 


this new ‘Pins’ is also plenty | is the presence of Constance Collier 


j}and Blanche Sweet in leading parts. 
| But like the rest of the cast, they're 
helpless. Understood co-producer 
Michael Dolan is actually a fictitious 
person—apparently on the plausible 
theory that no one individual should 
have to take all the blame 

As one of the characters said in 
lthe third act, ‘I feei like running 
away and hiding somewhere.’ That 
sentiment seemed to be pretty gen- 
|eral on both sides of the footlights 


| opening night. Hobe. 
Comedy in three acta by Gladya Hurt- 
but; presented by reorge Abbott; staged 
| by Abbott setting, John Root; at the 
Henry Miller, N. ¥., opening Nov. 22, "30; 

.-Edith Van Cleve 
i Williain Swetlin? 

€ . Maxine Stuart 

Michael Carr. Paul McGrath 
Peggy ene Tierney 
Durward .-Tom Powers 
ESMMA... Marietta Canty 
Martin. James Corner 
| Dopey ..Witliam Blees 
William Stapleton 


| Two Chocolate Drops.? \WWillismae Stapleton 

George Abbott is in high esteem 
with playgoers because of his flair 
for presenting plays that provoke 
mirth. Up to date the manager's 
efforts have been distinctly success- 
ful but ‘Ring Two’ is considerably 
‘below standard. Won't last long. 
| The play’s happenings are feasible, 
| but that does not go towards mak- 
jing the story diverting enough. 
'There are good players in action 
but somehow they seem to miss fire 
most of the time. 

Story is localled in Mary Carr's 
home in the Connecticut hills, she 
having retired from the stage. When 
her colored couple, who are engaged, 
are visited by their son and his 
pickaninnies, the result is certainly 
not as funny as anticipated. 


At the suggestion of Durward 
Nesbitt, her former leading man, 
Mary is inclined to return to the 


footlights, and it’s likely they- wilt 
(Continued on page 44) 


Plays Out of Town 


‘THREE AFTER THREE 


New Haven, Nov, 24. 


Musical comedy in two acts (eight scenes) 
by Guy Bolton, Parke Levy and Alan Lip- 
scott from a play by Bolton; staged by hid- 
bward Clarke Lilley: stars Simone Simon, 
| Mitzi Green, Mary Brian; features Frances 
} William . Art Jarrett, Marty May, Earl 
tOxford, Stepin Fetehit, Dudley and Bostock, 
| the Martins: lyrics, Johnny Mercer; music, 
| Hoagy Carmichael; dances, Boots McKen- 
na: settings, Watson Harratt: eostumes, 
Lucinda Ballard; vocal ararngements, Hugh 
Martin; orchestrations, Don Walker, Joe 
Dubin, Arden Cornwell, Fred Van Epps, 
Ruck Warnick: orchestra conducted by John 
MeManus; presented by Ruth Selwyn in 
association with the Shuberts; at the 
Shubert, New Haven, opening Nov. 24, 'S9; 
ton. 
Fetchit 
Henry Trowhbridge....... Roger Converse 
| § Jo Jean 
Conrad Harrington.............-Marty May 
House Detective........... Barrie O' Daniels 


Whether this new Selwyn-Shubert 
musical becomes a job for the under- 
taker or just the doctor is entirely 
up to its producers. The fotndation 
is there, but it’s going to require 
skill and plugging to build a hit 
show on it. A wise move would be 
to hold the show out of New York 
for several weeks of molding. Mu- 
sical has some exceptionally bright 
highlights and also plenty of dud 
moments. The trick will be to close 
the numerous ennui gaps. Debut 
here was spotty and drew mixed 
audience and press comment. 


Although the book has. several 
punchy bits, it lacks sustained com- 
edy, the fault lying mainly in the 
dull lines. Story sticks closely to 
theme originally seen as the 20th- 
Fox ‘Three Blind Mice’ film, and in 
London as a play. Fact that story 
had been done previously as a pic- 
ture apparently escaped the majority 
who saw opening last weekend. 

Show is done in the _ intimate, 
rather than the extravagant man- 
ner, which accounts for lack of pro- 
duction on. several numbers and 
makes the songs and dances some- 
what incidental. Score is not out- 
standing, but fills the bill adequately, 
while a couple of the better tunes 
are at a disadvantage due to inferior 


rendition. Tendency of the lyries is 
toward a mere rhyming of lines 
rather than inspired wordage. Or- 


chestrations at opener were not all 
they might have been. Best tune 
possibilities look to be ‘Ooh, What 
You Said,’ ‘Way Back in 1939, A. D..,’ 
and ‘Everything Happens to Me’? 
‘The Rhumba Jumps’ is a hot click, 
and ‘Darn Clever These Chinese’ is 
fair enough for comedy. Numbers 
that register better instrumentally 
than vocally are ‘Wait Till You See 
Me in the Morning’ and ‘How Nice 
for Me.” The Martins, ace mixed 
quartet, aid materially in selling sev- 
eral songs. 

Show uses only eight girls for en- 


sembles, best routine being the 
rhumba number. In earlier 
straight tap, line is too long, with 


little variation in steps. Mary Brian 
and four boys give second act a 
pleasing sendoff with some light 
stepping. and Ted Gary is in for a 
couple of good tap bits, one of them 
with Mitzi Green to good results. 
| Dance specialties that click are two 
|routines by Dudley and Bostock, who 
| travesty Chinese and Cuban dances 
‘inh a manner similar to that of the 
Hartmans. 
Opening performanc> belonged to 
| Miss Green and Frances Williams, 
| primarily the former, with a third 
|generous share being copped by 
Stepin Fetchit. Latter part, not in 
original version, was written in for 
the sepian drawler and he went to 
town on every appearance. It’s his 
first crack at this type of work and 
|rates him well for musicals. Miss 
|Green has been given the choicest 
lines and tunes and she certainly 
|knows what to do with them. She 
goes Over in every department and 
halts proceedings with takeoffs on 
Garbo, Hepburn and Fanny Brice. 
Miss Williams scores with ‘repartee 
as a four-time grass widow and puts 
over two highly satisfactory ditties, 
one of them the rhumba standout. 
Ton-billed is Simone Simon, but 
th: French miss fails to land as ex- 
pected. Aside from a pleasing per- 
sonality, Miss Simon offered little at 
the opening show, both her speaking 
anu singing being too weak to regis- 
ter. An attempt to bolster her vocal 
of a torch song by use of a hidden 
mike and amplifiers flopped so badly 
it resultec in the number being sub- 
sequently yanked. Perhaps it's a 
mistake giving Miss Simon so much 
prominence in billing and advance 
publicity, her appearance being con- 
siderable of a letdown from the an- 
ticipation. She has charm, but pres- 
ent role requires more than that. 


Miss Brian pleases as the demure, 
home-loving member of the trium- 
virate, giving an assured perform- 
ance’ _ throughout. In supporting 
roles are Art Jarrett, who clicks his- 
‘trionically as well as vocally; Marty 
Mav. who puts pep in punch lines as 


a middleaged rake; Earl Oxford, love 
interest opposite Miss Simon: Barria 
O’Daniels, Who wrings a flock of 
laughs from a_ house-detective bit 
and Roger Converse, suitor to Miss 
Brian. 

Plot tells of three Gibson girls— 
Vivi, Rhoda and Carrie—who oper- 
ate a chicken farm in New Hamp- 
shire. Left a small legacy, they pool 
their resources and break out in 
Palm Beach as a girl of wealth, her 
maid and chaperone, respectively, 

he idea is to snare a wealthy hus- 
bund, but things become garbled 
when Vivi goes for a penniless ad- 
venturer, Wing D'Hautville, who is 
being stalked by Polly Van Zile, 
four-time matrimonial loser. Wealthy 
Steve Harrington falls for Rhoda 
the maid sister, not knowing her true 
identity, but when tricked into Vivi's 
bedroom he offers to marry latter to 
square things. Vivi really loves 
Wing, so she calls off the Harrington 
engagement by hopping a plane to 
Cuba to look for the former, who hag 
taken a tuba-tooting job there. Steve 
follows and the whole thing is un- 
raveled by having Vivi marry Wing, 
Rhoda wed Steve, and Carrie hitch 
to Henry Trowbridge, struggling 
young lawyer from back home. 

Rating mention are the sets by 
Watson Barratt; quartet arrange- 
ments by Hugh Martin and costumes 
by Lucinda Ballard, who is said to 
have done the trick on very short 


notice. Edward Clarke Lilley’s di- 
rection had opening running 
smoothly. Bone. 


Herself, Mrs. Patrick 
Crowley 


Wilmington, Nov. 25. 
Comeda-drama in threa acts (10) scenes) 
by Doran Hurley. Adapted from his novel; 
presented by llall Shelton; staged by Rob- 
ert Milton; settings, Mugene Dunkle: al the 
Playhouse, Wilmington, opening Nov. 25, 
"Sh; top. 


weary GRAY. Georgia Harvey 
mrs. Patrick Crowley Ruth Amos 
MY, Cone Mortimer Weldon 
Jake Rabinowitz............ lee Kolmar 
Sister Dorothy 


Bernadette O'Brien.... Wyn Cahoon 
Mother St. Bridget of Ireland, 


Hlenrietta Crosman 
Sammy Willens 
TOG Philip Huston 
V.arry Towler...ecee Bernard llughes 
Night Club Singer........ Charles McCarthy 


Doran Hurley’s laudable intentions 
in promoting tolerance and lancing 
at racial prejudice have not served 
to transmute his pleasant novel into 
theatrical material of any particular 
effectiveness. Confused and tedious 
narrative, which often lapses into 
laughably corny theatre, reaches oc- 
casional points of warm humor, but 
the effect is never more than artifi- 
cial. It’s difficult to see any chance 
for it. 

Most regrettable, at this time par- 
ticularly, is that a play which so 
earnestly underscores the blighting 
effect of religious intolerance must 
be so clumsily handled from every 
aspect. An evening with Hurley's 
effort serves only to point up how 
woefully the theatre currently needs 
a play to express his ideas. 

Thematic element of religious tol- 
erance is presented through the cen- 
tral character, Mrs. Crowley, a de- 
vout Catholic widow, played by Ruth 
Amos. Her friend of long standing, 
Jake Rabinowitz, a Jewish tailor, 
portrayed well by T.ee Kolmar, helps 
her outwit a New York syndicate by 
bargaining in her behalf when she 
sells a ticket she has drawn on the 
favorite in the Irish sweepstakes. 
Kolmar, in the bargaining scene, pro- 
vokes nearly all of the play’s laughs, 
but unfortunately fails to appear 
aiter the first act. 

A trip to N. Y., during which Mrs. 
Crowley persuades a young wealthy 
woman not to mortgage her son’s 
future to scandal by deceiving her 
husband, subsequently develops into 
the revelation that the woman is the 
daughter of the magnate responsible 
for the spoiled beef which killed Mrs. 
Crowley’s husband in the Spanish- 
American war. Thus, the first of 
several opportunities is offered for a 
testimonial to tolerance by Mrs. 
Crowley. 

Henrietta Crosman has a role that's 
not commensurate with her ability. 
As the Mother Superior, she gives a 
quiet, charming performance that’s 
utterly wasted. 


Jennie Moscowitz, ably supported 
by Michael Willens, gives a satisfy- 
ing performance. Dorothy Emory, 43 
a nun whose only English is a cute 
‘okay,’ is ingratiating. Fay Courte- 
nay brings a wealth of experience to 
a miserable role, as a friend of Mts. 
Crowley. Others in the cast are not 
given much opportunity, except for 
Miss Amos, whose painstaking atten- 
tion to the character of Mrs. Crow- 
ley endows it with some life. 

Plain and cheap settings, except 
for a well-built jacknife, the convent 
reception room. Robert Milton can- 
not be proud of his direction this 
time, but the script is actually what 
checked his hand. Curt. 
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CENSORS OUT 
ROW 


Nashville, Nov. 28. 


The show goes on—the Board of 
Censors goes out. 

That was the effect of a ‘Tobacco 
Road’ ruling by Special Chancellor 
John Hooker that allowed cussing 
Jeeter Lester to trod Nashville's 
Ryman Auditorium stage Thursday 
(23) for the second successive year. 
Hooker ruled that the 25-year-old 
city ordinance creating the Nash- 
ville Board of Censors is invalid, and 
that although its validity had never 
before been questioned, the city 
never had legally possessed such a 
board. The special chancellor’s rul- 
ing was based on the fact that the 
board was empowered by an ordi- 
nance passed April 21, 1914, but 
amended by a later ordinance passed | 
during the same year. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ regarded by many 
southerners as an insult to the, 
south, was declared banned from | 
Nashville more than three weeks) 
ago by the Board of Censors. Mrs. | 
L. C. Naff, manager of the Audito- | 
rium, who had no trouble with the | 
board when the play staged a one- 
night stand here last year, insti- 
iuted court proceedings which re-| 
sulied in the ruling that the board | 
does not legally exist. 

The special chancellor explained 
that his ruling had no bearing on 
the impropriety, immorality, or ob- 
ecenity of ‘Tobacco Road’ nor on the 
discretion of members of the Board 
of Censors, but only on validity of 
the board’s creation. 


FATHER’ VS. DINNER’ 
FOR B’WAY B.0. GRAVY 


Bit of rivalry has developed be- | 
tween the Music Box and Empire, | 
New York, which respectively house | 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ and | 
‘Life with Father,’ as to which of, 
Broadway's new laugh shows is. 
topping in ticket demand at the} 
agencies. Matter appears to be a 
toss-up, some brokers having a bet- 
ter call for one, while others nom- 
inate the other show for that rating. 
Staffs of both theatres claim they 
are willing to bet they are right, 
without indicating who is to judge 
the ‘photo finish.’ 

At both theatres the problem of 
how to keep tickets from the hands 
of diggers is being considered. Re- 
ported that tickets for ‘Dinner’ and 
‘Father,’ which play to standees at 
all performances, are being offered 
fo agencies by a new crop of gyp- 
pers, who are asking a dollar and 
more premium over the $3.30 box- 
office top. Managements are at- 
tempting to segregate mail orders 
and reject all that are figured to 
come from illegitimate purchasers. | 


B.0. Men Still Huddle 
With Mgrs. for Raises 


Treasurers and Ticket Sellers 
Union, affiliated with the stage hands | 
international, continue to huddle 
with the managers for the purpose | 
of securing a basic contract and an | 
increase in pay. At a recent session, | 
the bargaining committee for the 
bexoffice people reiterated the claim 
that the stagehands_ regulations, 
which bars an affiliate from seeking 
@ wage boost during the first year of 
the charter, does not apply to the 
treasurers. They frankly told the 
showmen’'s committee that it was 
not in their province to attempt an | 
investigation of the  stagehands | 
union by-laws. 

At the same session, the managers 
put forth a proposal to the effect that 
there be no change in the present | 
scale, but an increase of 10% be- | 
comes effective next season, which 
would mean a two-year agreement. | 
Boxoffice people mulled over the | 
proposal and then sent word to the | 
managers that the plan was not sat- | 
icfactory. 

Matter is slated for decision one | 
way or another this week. If the) 
managers stick to their proposal, ac: | 
tion by the b. o. people may follow. | 
Whether that would be in the form | 
of a walkout is up to stagehands’ 
union executives. 

Treasurers receive $75 weekly, 
with assistants getting $50, and a 
boost of $15 is sought for each. 
Under the managerial idea, the in- 
crease would be $7.50 and $5, re- 
spectively, or $82.90 for treasurers. 
und $55 for assistants. 


| 


$60,000—Petty? 


Lionel Stander, who appeared 
in the four-performance run of 
Vicki Baum and Benjamin Gla- 
zer’s $60,000 flop, ‘Summer 
Night, at the St. James, N. Y., 
early this monih, was_ inter- 
viewed on WBNX last week by 
Billy Berns. Latter remarked 
On the air, ‘I hear you stole the 
show.’ 

‘Petty larceny,’ was Stander’s 
reply. 


| well, then ran into difficulties. 


| Knickerbocker 


McCoy-Wee Plan Tour 
Of ‘Boys From Syr.’ 
If Royalties Are Cut 


‘The Boys From Syracuse,’ a mu- | 
sical hit at the Alvin, N. Y., last | 
season, may go on tour under the | 


management of Frank McCoy and| 
O. E. Wee, deal now pending be- 
tween them and George Abboit, who 
produced the show. Understood that 
McCoy & Wee are seeking a down- 
ward revision of royalties from 
Rogers and Hart, who wrote the) 
book and score of ‘Boys,’ otherwise | 
they do not figure to take the show | 
over. 

‘Boys’ virtually spanned the sea- | 
son and was rated well out in front. | 
It fell victim of the slump that | 
scared Broadway during the first, 
month of the World’s Fair and was 
abruptly closed after operating heav- 
ily in the red during that period. 
Ledger showed that after the pro- 
duction nut had been paid off, the | 
black balance was virtually wiped out | 
in the final weeks and Abbott de- 
cided not to send the show out this 
season, 


However, on the basis of the road 
showing of ‘heave It to Me’ and the 
scarcity of musicals out of town, 
McCoy and Wee consider its chances 
okay for touring. Some of the origi- | 
nal cast are otherwise engaged, al- | 
though Jimmy Savo, one of the} 
leads, is available. Comic recently 
returned from a three-month visit to | 
Italy. 


ARREST FRED ELLIS 


|ta (30); Convention Hall, Tulsa (1); 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Nov. 27) 

‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge’— 
Grand, Chicago. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 

Coulbourne - Jones (reperiory)— 
Walker, Winnipeg (28-2). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Ethel Mer- 
man, Bert Lahr—Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

Eva LeGallienne  (repertory)— 
Baylor university, Waco (27); State 
Teachers College, Denton, Tex. (28): 
Musie Hall, Houston (29); Memorial 
Auditorium, Fort Worth (30); Har- 
din-Simmons University, Abilene 
(1); City Auditorium, Amarillo (2). 

‘Folies Bergere’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick Crowley’— 
Ford's, Baltimore. 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill 
Locust, Philadelphia. 

‘I Married An Angel’ (Dennis 
King)—Municipal Auditorium, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. (27-29); Forum, Wichi- 


Robinson)— 


Shrine, Oklahoma City (2). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’— National, 
Washington. 

‘Leave It ta Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker)— 
Auditorium, Chicago. 

*‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters)—English, Indianapolis (27-29); 
Taft, Cincinnati (30-2). 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—American, St. Louis. 

‘Of Mice and Men’ (Guy Robert- 
ertson)—Civic, Portland, Me. 

‘Outward Bound’ 


lor, Florence Reed)—Harris, Chi- 
cago, 
San Carlo Opera—Bositon Opera 


House, Boston. 
‘Springtime fer Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fonianne)—Oakland Au- 


(Laurette Tay- 


WB Topping B’way 


‘The Man Who,’ Etc. 


Ft, Worth, Nov. 28. 


Alexander Woollcott spoke 
here C.O.D, last week under the 
auspices of the Fort Worth Lec- 
ture Foundation. Half way up 
to the lecture platform, he 
turned to the Foundation chair- 
man, Mrs. J. W. Mitchell, and 
said in the full hearing of his 
audience: ‘Do you have my check 
ready?’ 

Startled, she said, ‘Do 
want it right this minute?’ 
said, ‘Yes, before I go on.’ 

The chairman scuttled around 
until she found the treasurer, 
who had a certified check ready, 
and took it to Woollcott. He 
pocketed the check and went on 
to talk of his favorite subject— 
himself. 


| Kentucky to Ease Tax 
On Amusements; Will 
Especially Help Legit 


vou 
He 


Louisville, Nov. 28. 


Mayor's Legislative Committee ap- 
proved modification of Kentucky tax 
on amusements, with support of 
local newspapers and taxation as- 
sociations, as well as Kentucky State 
| Federation of Labor, Musician’s 
Local 11, and local deckhands union, 
all of whom expressed themselves as 
in favor of a reduction in the amuse- 


ditorium, Oakland (27); Alhambra, 
Sacramento (28); White, Fresno (29- 
30): Savoy, San Diego (1-2). 
‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
mon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
Shubert, Boston. 
*‘Tebacce Road’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 


(Slim Timblin).— 


‘Tobaceo Road’ (John Barton)—¥| 


Erlanger, Atlanta. 
‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chatter- | 
ton )—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


| Suggested was a tax of 1c for each 


‘'ment tax, which has kept several 
| road shows from playing in the state. 
Reports of committees expressed 
belief that equalization of the tax 
| would provide more revenue than 
now provided by confiscatory tax. 


25c of the basic price of tickets, be- 
ginning at 39c. State tax ranges from 


Legit; Has Two 


Houses, Backing 6 Shows, 2 Coming 


No longer screening its legit ac- 
tivities, although the revised basic 
pact covering productions backed by 
picture coin has not been okayed by 
the managers, Warners is in front as 
the most prolific of legit showmen so 
far this season. It is operating two 
legit theatres, has already backed six 
shows by three different manage- 
ments, and is in on the operation of 
some others. 


Two productions are yet to come, 
one being in rehearsal, and it is like- 
ly that Warners legit department, 
headed by Jake Wilk and Bernard 
Klawans, will figure in other legits 
as the season progresses. The firm 
took the lead in the movement te 
patch up the differences between the 
authors and Hollywood, and while 
they subscribed to the gentlemen’s 
agreement that kept the Coast away 
from Broadway for nearly three sea- 
sons, Warners bought and has oper- 
ated the Biltmore theatre right along. 
George Abbott, stage producer, hasa 
quarter interest in the house. WB's 
Hollywood is currently tenanted by 
| ‘Scandals.’ 
| Known that ‘under wraps’, Wilk has 
| steadfastly advocated a resumption 
of the liaison between the stage and 
screen, principally for studio ma- 
terial. Yet it is likely that the books 
will show a goodly profit on the 
stage end of WB’s ventures, starting 
notably with ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
and including ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ Com- 
pany’s legit interest actually dates 
back to Doris Warner's (Mrs. Mer- 
vyn LeRoy) cleanup when she fur- 
nished 25% of the financing for ‘Men 
in White,’ the Group Theatre's initial 
click. She is the daughter of H. M. 
Warner. 

Both ‘Girl’ and ‘Horse,’ Jaugh 
shows, drew great grosses. Abbott 
figured in both, having staged the 
former, then directing and producing 
the latter. It was that play that 
cemented the alliance between Ab- 
bott and the firm, and it is believed 
that there was a silent arrangement 


le on admissions of from llc to 18c, 
to 43¢ on an admission totaling $3. | 


between them in the presentation of 
‘Room Service,’ another laugh show 


ON LARCENY CHARGE ‘When We Are Marrier’ (Alison | Of a $3 admission, $2.33 is established | turned out by Abbott. 
| Skipworth) — Grand, London, Ont. | Price, 24c Federal tax, and 43¢ State | Backing Musical 


Fred Ellis, who was business man- | 
ager of the Spa theatre, Saratoga | 
Springs, last summer, was arrested 
in New York Wednesday 
charged with grand larceny of ap- | 
proximately $2,400. He was taken | 
to the resort and arraigned Saturday | 
(25), being held under $2,500 bail | 
by Judge Anthony J. LeBelle after | 
pleading not guilty. Warrant was | 
issued on complaint of Hope Law- | 
der, who, as president of the Sara- 
toga Plavers, operated the house. 

It is alleged that the discrepancy 
in the accounting of the theatre's | 
funds is the difference between the |} 
actual takings and the admission’s | 
taxes, said not to have been paid the | 
Government. Missing money also | 
includes about $300 collected for the 
Actor’s Fund, during a drive for} 
support in summer theatres, 

Spa theatre started the season very 
Be- 
the shortage was discovered | 
resigned, but claims to have | 


fore 
Ellis 
given Miss Lawder a note for share 
of the red. He disclaimed respon- | 
sibility for the tax money and con- 
tended that other officers of the 
project were equally liable. 
Case is carded for trial Jan. 9. 


Repeat Lecturers To 
Appease B.0. Squawks 


Policy followed by many lecture 
halls around the country of selling 
two to seven times more subscrip- 
tions than there are seats, on the ex- 
pectation that the law of average, | 
on any specific night, will work out 
okay, is causing trouble presently for 
the Columbia University series as it 
has for Town Hall, N. Y., the past 
several years. Lecture auspices keep 
having to modify their policy or | 
make special gestures of appease- | 
ment to irate subscribers who can’t) 
get seats when the lecturer is popu- 
lar and the boxoffice calculations go 


cockeyed. 


To mollify the seatless, Columbia | 
University is trying out having lec- | 
turers spiel twice instead of once an 
evening. A 5:30 lecture and an 8:45 
repeat will be given by Maurice 
Hindus, Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt, Eve, 
Curie, Pierre Van Paassen and H. R. | 


in near future j 


(27); His Majesty's, Montreal (28-2). 
White Steed’—Hanna, Cleveland. 


LARRY SCHWAB TOLD 
TO REST INDEFINITELY 


If and when ‘Nice Goin’,’ musical 
‘Sailor Beware,’ which | 
Laurence Schwab ordered off after | 
the Boston try-out, reaches the 
boards again it will not have the 
producer in the managerial set-up. | 
Schwab intended revamping the 
show, but impairment of his health 
led him to decide otherwise. 

Showman, who went to Florida 
under orders to take an indefinite 
rest, is troubled with a cardiac ail- 
ment. Doctors forbid him playing 
tennis, and he was advised not to 
climb stairs. Being comparatively 
young, physicians say that he will be 
completely restored after a term of 
inactivity. 

Producer formerly figured in the 
presentation of smash musicals on 
Broadway, notably ‘Good News’ and 


‘Follow Through,’ teamed with 
Frank Mandel. Some seasons ago 


they split up, Schwab embarking on 
a Hollywood career with the inten- 
tion of not returning to the legit 
stage. His Coast ventures became 
irksome and he tried out ‘Knights of 
Song’ at the St. Louis municipal 
opera plant last year. Musical, 
which was based on the lives of Gil- 
bert and Sullivan, was brought to 
Broadway at Warners’ Hollywood, 
then called the 5lst Street, last fall, 
but it failed. 

‘Goin’’ was not an expensive pro- 
duction, outlay being around $55,000, 
of which the Shuberts were in for 
$20,000. Richard (Dick) Berger, who 
sueceeded Schwab as the managing 
director of the muny opera in St. 
Louis, also has an interest. Shu- 
berts were reported taking the show 
over intact, but J. J. more recently 
was said to have declared himself 


out. Mary Martin and others of the | 
cast have accepted other engage- | 
ments. 


MAKING IT EASIER | 
Robert Ardrey, author of “Thunder , 


doing a screen treatment of the play 
for submission to the Hollywood. 
story eds. 

It’s a simplification of the play’s 
theme. 


tax. William H. Camp, manager of | 
Memorial Aude, said 19 shows can- | 
celled their performances last year, | 
passing up Louisville, but playing 


, Cincinnati and Indianapolis. 
|end’s backing. 


Joint subcommittee report termed 
tax confiscatory and said it forced | 
Louisville patrons to go to other 
cities for cultural entertainment, 
and deprived local stagehands, elec- 
tricians, musicians, and others of a 
livelihood. 

Legit season gets under way here 
Thursday (23), with Oberfelder- 
Gallo ‘What a Life’ at Memorial 
Auditorium. ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
is set for Dec. 14, followed by 
‘Golden Boy,’ March 29, and ‘Hedda 
Gabler,’ with Eva Le Gallienne to 
conclude the series. Season tickets 
are priced at $3 to $7.50, including 
tax. 


Local guarantors also held meeting 
Friday (17) in preparation for third 
summer operetta season at Troquois 
Park. 


Jean Rodney to Wed 
Writer Robert Kentner 


Washington, Nov. 28. 


Jean Rodney, young New York so- 
cialite who is interested in the man- 
agerial end of the stage, will ed 
Robert Kintner, political writer, 
whose articles appear collaboratively 
with Joseph W. Alsop. Miss Rodney 
has an interest in ‘Swingin’ the 
Dream,’ which opens in New York 
tomorrow night (Wed.). She also has 
a piece of the revival, ‘Outward 
Bound,’ now on tour, 

Father of the bride-to-be is a Wall 
Streeter and said to have been 
concerned in the backing of several 
Max Gordon attractions. For the first 
time she gets billing on the Erik 
Charrell ‘Dream’ production. 


Mrs. O’Leary Dies 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Mrs. Kate O'Leary, who worked 
for many years backstage at tne 


V 


is 


‘Rock,’ at the Mansfield, N. Y., is Grand Opera House as wardrobe 


mistress, died Friday (24) in the 
County hospital here of injuries re- 
ceived from a fall. 

She was understood to have been 
85 and retired about two years ago. | 


| bott’s 


Same manager and Warners are 
teamed in “Too Many Girls,’ current- 


| ly leading Broadway’s list, it being 


the first musical to have the picture 
Now believed, how- 
ever, that Warners had more than a 
rooting interest in ‘The Boys from 
Syracuse,’ Abbott’s musical offering 
last season, although this ultimately 
wound up at Universal where it is 
just going into work. The Warners- 
Abbott schedule started this season 
with ‘See My Lawyer,’ which is a 
moderate success. Two of last 
week's premieres were backed by 
the film firm, one being Abbott's 
‘Ring Two,’ which drew a bad press 
and was hastily taken off at the 
Miller, 

The other attraction is “The World 
We Make,’ presented by Sidney 
Kingsley at the Guild with WB's 
backing, show getting a divided 
press. Shows which are due with 
WB financing are ‘We the Living,’ 
about to go into rehearsal under Ab- 
direction, and “The Woman 
Brown,’ ostensibly to be presented 
by Margaret Hewes. Drama was se- 
cured after a summer showing at the 
cuggestion of Warners screen star, 
Bette Davis, who is slated for the 
film version. 

The revised pact slated to be 
dered by the managers at the 

of the New York League of 
Theatres. Showmen have indicated 
little interest one way or another so 
far, although copies of the agreement 
were sent them weeks ago. Same 
till goes for other picture companies, 
none of whom are reported inter- 
ested in new stage productions and 
who expressed disapproval of the 
document because last-minute 
changes were written in by the 
Dramatists Guild without consulting 
them. 


‘Thanks’ Again On Coast 


San Diego, Nov. 28. 

Bobby Crawford is slated to pro- 
duce the Dinehart play, 
‘Thanks For My Wife,’ which opens 
here Christmas week. Piece made 
on the Coast several 
months ago and has been rewritten 
with Broadway in mind. 

William B. Friedlander will direct. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Biographical profile of Kelcey Allen, reviewer for Woman's Wear, New 
York trade daily, appeared in the N. Y. Times drama section Sunday (26). 


Article was written by Jack Gould, who has been writing a series on show 
business personalities, Allen being the second newspaperman to receive | 


such attention. 


Prior to joining the trade paper, Allen was with the Clipper, referred 


to as ‘the Variety of its day.’ 


Gould wrote: ‘For 45 years his avoirdupois 
has jogged through the theatre district until at 65 he is known by more | 


denizens of the mazda midway than any other stalwart of the Drama 


Critics Circle.... 


‘He is the essence of the paradoxical: a gourmet and a guy who eats | 


a holiday dinner at a drugstore counter, a liberal and a frugal, a host and 


a moocher, a gadgeteer from the hinterland general store and a man-about | 


town from the metropolis, a wit of consequence and a connoisseur of the 


unimportant. 


Few are more beloved.’ 


With Ruth Chatterton current in ‘Tonight We Dance’ at Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh, Smoky City columnists have been recalling that it was just 15 years 
ago this week that star last appeared there, at that time making her one 


and only appearance in operetta in ‘The Magnolia Lady.’ 


That was a 


musical version of one of her biggest successes for Henry Miller, ‘Come 


Out of Kitchen,’ but never achieved success of the original. 


‘Dance’ has 


been on road now for more than two months, still warming up for Broad- 
way, although no date has been set yet for a New York opening. Under- 
stood that Miss Chatterton since has been offered lead in new John Van 
Druten play, ‘True Story,’ but turned it down to stick with current vehicle. 


One of Cole Porter’s current assignments is to pen a flock of encore 
verses for the ‘Friendship’ song of Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr in ‘Du- 


Barry Was a Lady.’ 
act duet stopped every show. 


During the two-week tryout in Boston, this second 


Although Merman and Lahr sing their last two encores from a sheet of 
paper, the demand for more was so insistent in Boston that Lahr had to 


apologize to audiences that there were no more stanzas. 


He promised that 


there might be more in Philly this week, where the musical continues its 


pre-Broadway pruning. 


Irene Herman, niece of A. H. Woods and the late Martin Herman, was 


wed to Morton Kenner last Thursday (23). 


Although the couple are non- 


pros, the event attracted persons in show business who attended an elabo- 
rate open house reception in the apartment of the bride’s parents on River- 


side Drive, N. Y. 


Bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I. C. Herman, and it is understood 


her father was a silent partner in Woods’ attractions. 


Among the guests 


was Clara Lipman, who appeared to be in excellent health and reiterated 


her desire to return to the stage. 


John Root, who designed the settings for ‘Ring Two,’ which opened and 
closed last week at the Henry Miller, N. Y., was credited with recapturing 


the proper atmosphere of a Connecticut country house. 


Apparently the 


job satisfied him, too, for after the show closed Root put in an order with 
producer George Abbott to purchase all the furniture and miscellaneous 
fixtures. He’s planning to buy just such a place in Connecticut for sum- 


mer vacations and weekends. 


Although ‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ which will bring Grace George back 
to the stage, was reported in rehearsal several weeks ago, it did not reach 


that stage until Tuesday (28). 


Principal reason for postponement was the 


passing of Alice Brady, Miss George’s step-daughter. 
Miss George will be in on the managerial end of ‘Horse’ along with 


William A. Brady and Lee Shubert. 


Mrs. Maribel Hughston, daughter of the late Dr. S. B. Hartman, now 
of New York, has leased the Hartman theatre, Columbus, O., legitimate 
house, for a period of five and a half years, to Robert F. Boda, manager 


of the house for years. 


RCA-Victor has made recordings of Raymond Massey’s ‘Abe Lincoln in 


Illinois.’ 


In an album of three records selling for $3.50. 


ISAR, Guiids Working 
On Code for Self-Reg. 
Of Drama, Lit. Agents 


Plan for regulating dramatic and | 
literary agents is being worked out | 
by the Dramatists and Authors’ 
Guilds and the Incorporated So- 
ciety of Authors’ Representatives. 
All three groups have recently 
elected new boards of directors, so 
the idea of a code is expected to 
take form in the next few weeks. 

Committee from the ISAR is 
drafting a proposed set of rules, 
which it expects to have approved 
by its membership and then submit 
to the Guilds. After that the or- 
ganizations will huddle to iron out 
any differences. Idea is for the 
agents to regulate themselves, with 
Guild co-operation. Plan had been 
more or less considered for several 
years, 
bezzlement case last sprint brought 
the matter to a head. 


{ 
| 
| 


| spring. 


Florence Reed Mulling 


‘Shanghai Gesture’ Tour 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 
Florence Reed, while here in ‘Out- 
ward Bound,’ stated she’s seriously 
considering a revival of ‘Shanghai 
Gesture,’ her greatest success, this 
‘Bound’ tour is expected to 
last until middle of February, and 


| Miss Reed would take ‘Gesture’ on 
| road 


shortly thereafter. Revival 
wouldn’t be done in New York at 
all, she said. 

Star pointed out that several key 


|spots in the east, including Boston 


and Philadelphia, 


but the Eric S. Pinker em-/| 


New members of the ISAR board | 


include Carl Brandt, 
> dney Sanders and John W. Rum- 
sey, all literary agents. Those re- 
elected were Harold Freedman, 
Richard J. Madden and Thomas F. 
Kane, all play agents. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Harold Ober, | 


had never seen 
‘Gesture.’ Censors at that time 
banned it in those cities. Also re- 
vealed that play on Broadway and 
road grossed over $2,500,000. Actress 
stated that two managements have 
already offered to sponsor ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ tour, which would be for 
only about three months. 


Scripts 


David Howard has gone to his 
place at Jonesville, N. Y., to do a 


,;new play. His ‘Recessional’ is being 


|handled by Brandt & Brandt. 


Arnold Sundgaard has _ nearly 
finished a new drama about a Negro 


‘revolt during the 1800's. 


Howard Lindsay is revising his 


‘and Damon Runyon’s ‘A Slight Case 


The 


of Murder’ for the amateur market. 
Dramatists Play Service will 
handle. 


John Cecil Holm, back at his West- 


‘port, Conn., home, has completed a 


new comedy. 

Susan Glaspell has gone to her 
place in Massachusetts to work on a 
new play. 

Allen Boretz has written the first 
act of a new comedy. 


Dan Totheroh, just in from the 


2 Quick Flops 


Two of last week’s new shows on 
Broadway proved fast casualties. 
‘Ring Two’ opened Wednesday (22) 
lat the Miller and stopped Saturday 
(25), playing but five times. 


| RING TWO 

Opened Nov. 22, '39. George 
Abbott’s third offering of the 
season was greeted tepidly. At- 
kinson (Times) said ‘only the 
working draft of a comedy still 
| to be written.” Variety (Ibee) 
declared ‘it won't last long.’ 


‘Aries Is Rising’ opened at _the 
,Golden last Tuesday (21) and simi- 
‘larly dropped off the list Saturday. 


ARIES IS RISING 


Opened Nov. 21, °S9. Evident 
from critics’ reactions that all 
the roasting wasn’t saved for 
Thanksgiving. Watts (Tribune) 
said ‘most hopeless event of the 
season.’ Mantle (News) re- 
marked ‘amateurishly written, 
ineptly staged.’ Anderson (Jour- 
nal) commented * ... a loud 
clatter of boredom.’ 


College Show 


ANY MOMENT NOW 


(Triangle Players) 
(PRINCETON) 
Princeton, N. J., Nov. 24. 


Fifty-first annual musical, presented by 
Princeton Triangle Players; book, music 
and 'yrics, Henry M. Hughes, Jr., and Carl 
E Davis, with additional dialog by Henry 
Frelinghaus, 3d; additional musical, Mark 
Lawrence; staged by F.. Wesley McKee; 
dances directed by Karl B. Norton; set- 
tings, W. Danford Compton; costumes, 
Simon Hyde. Jr.; presented at the McCar- 
ter theatre, Princeton, N, J., Nov. 24, '39. 


Nassau’s collegiate thespians come 
through with their best undergradu- 
ate antics in years in the 51st annual 
Triangle production, ‘Any Moment 
Now.’ Wealth of intricate ballet 
work and elaborate costuming stand 
out, along with music of Henry M. 
Hughes, Jr., and Carl E. Davis, who 
are also credited with the book and 
lyrics, 

Innovation this year is record low 
number of performers for a Prince- 
ton musical. Only 10 appear in cast, 
lending an ‘intimate’ atmosphere. On 
the other hand, co-authors have 
turned out record number of 13 
songs, two making bid for universal 
prestige, ‘Funny But I Feel’ and 
‘Maiden Fair,’ with Mark Lawrence 
lending an assist in the latter. Both 
numbers are comparable to the late 
Brooks Bowman's arias, which sky- 
rocketed the Triangle Club into emi- 
nence. 

T. Berry Brazelton. as the feminine 
lead, and Tallman Bissell, male lead, 


drew the individual palms at the 
Princeton premiere Friday night 
(24). 


Six chorus routines went off with 
ease at the opening. In comparison 
with dancing lines of past years, cur- 
rent show displays better timing and 
costuming. 


Costumes for dancers lean heavily 
toward the dress-parade type. Audi- 
ence responded with an ovation for 
first-act curtain scene, which filled 
the stage with ‘girls’ attired in for- 
mal red satin evening gowns and 
male partners in tails. 


Dizzy plot brings about a happy 
ending with practically everyone on 
stage getting hitched. Authors re- 
sorted to conventional last-act tricks 
to get their comedy ended, but as 
— it’s handled with extreme 
skill. 

Show opens with cast learning that 
Wendy Sanders, played by Brazelton, 
is to receive $5,000,000 in cash if she 
marries before reaching the age of 
21. Fred Bludge. plaved by Charles 
Neumann, has already presented 26 
candidates for her hand. Knowing 
that he will receive a share of the 
payoff, he is on hand with his 27th 
prospect at the opening curtain. 

Aunt Flora, played by William C. 
Matthews, stands to get the fortune 
if Wendy does not marry on time. 
Plot is woven around this situation. 
with usual attempts to promote and 
foster marriage. Play ends with 
Wendy marrying reporter, played by 
Bissell. just one hour before dead- 
line. To make the best of a vague 
situation, everyone else decides to 
marry as well as curtain falls. 

Brazelton, Bissell and Ben Duffy, 
latter in role of a suitor for the hero- 
ine’s hand, are entrusted with put- 
ting over the score and they come 
through niftily, particularly in the 
‘Maiden Fair’ number. George R. 
Ross’ portrayal of a slightly moronic 
individual lends spice to the dialog 
sequences. Duffy handles’ show’s 
comedy lines effectively. 

Show begins Christmas vacation 
tour of 13 cities on Monday (27). 
New York performances are skedded 


Continued 


stage unions, particularly as applied 
to legit, in last Friday's (24) edition. 
She took as her theme the conten- 
tions made by Assistant Attorney 
General Thurman Arnold who, in 
prosecuting monopolies, places labor 
unions in that classification. 

He defines as an illegitimate prac- 
tice ‘unreasonable restraints designed 
to compel the hiring of useless and 
unnecessary labor.’ Miss Thompson 
maintains that the musicians union 
is a ‘notorious case’ in point, aver- 
ring that producers of shows are be- 
ing constantly ‘held up’ by that 
union. She cites several attractions 
to emphasize the point, such as ‘The 
Cradle Will Rock,’ written so that 
two pianists were to play the score 
but ‘the production had to support 12 
musicians whose contribution to the 
performance consisted in reporting 
at the correct hour and playing cards 
back stage.’ Cited, too, were ‘Time 
of Your Life,’ which, because of a 
one minute number—a_ Salvation 
Army hymn during which one man 
plays cornet and another the drum, 
the show is required to hire four 
musicians. 

‘Pins and Needles’ is also men- 
tioned as having started with two 
pianists, but is now using 12 musi- 
cians. That show is under the man- 
agement of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union. That end 
made no complaint that another 
union aimed to get employment for 
its members. ILGWU explained that 
when the revue played the little 
Labor Stage (formerly the Princess) 
only the pianists were used, but on 
moving to the larger Windsor, where 
the show is now running, it was 
deemed necessary to have men in 
the orchestra pit. 

Stagehands-Musicians’ Hookup 

Columnist hooks up the stage- 
hands with the musicians, who have 
a working agreement to morally 
support each other. She claims that 
the two unions make it impossible 
to produce any theatrical perform- 
ance rationally.” She also believes 


Rakes Stage Unions 


from page 2 


the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union is a hindrance and 
remarks: ‘It costs $500 to get into 
this racket,’ also stating that the same 
amount of coin is required to get into 
the Scenic Designers union, but that 
applicants can’t become members of 
that organization, or the stagehands’ 
union, without being elected. 

Equity comes in for a less severe 
blast for limiting rehearsals and 
other restrictions ‘making it abso- 
lutely impossible to achieve that per- 
fection of performance that is the 
essence of the artistic spirit.’ She 
also questions Equity’s alien actor 
rules, particularly the requirement 
that there must be a lapse of six 
months between engagements. Sum- 
ming up, Miss Thompson wrote: 
‘There can be neither an experimen- 
tal theatre, nor opera, or theatre for 
the people unless the trade unions 
revise their monopolistic, parasitic 
and destructive policies.’ 

‘One-Sided’ 

The article provoked much com- 
ment along Broadway. In man- 
agerial circles there was some satis- 
faction expressed that for the first 
time the various union hurdles had 
been set forth in one article. That 
it will result in a change of atti- 
tude on the union side was doubted, 
however. Union end’s comment was 
to the effect that the contentions set 
forth are one-sided. 

A theatrical union leader voiced 
the opinion that organized labor in 
general is following the lead of the 
Federal Administration’s ideas, em- 
anating from the White House, to 
the effect that workers should get a 
larger share of the profits. 

From the stagehands’ side it was 
pointed out that employment in the 
legit field is casual and for that rea- 
son as much work as possible is the 
only solution of the union's unem- 
ployment problem. Were there more 
consecutive work, it was indicated, 
the allegedly difficult regulation that 


managers complain about would not 
have been demanded. 


Plays on B’way 


Continued from page 


RING TWO 


be wed. But he turns up with Rosa, 
a vibrant young thing who’s strong 
for winter sports. One try at that 
is enough to convince him that that 
sort of exercise is not for men of 
his age. Mary's situation is made 
more complicated when her former 
husband, Michael, arrives with his 
pretty daughter, probably by a pre- 
vious union. 

Most of the guests are off to a 
barn dance in the face of a heavy 
snow storm. Peggy has an idea that 
dad is still in love with Mary and 
that is quite evident when he gets 
lost in the blizzard. Mary goes 
forth to find him but Michael is de- 
livered by the crew of a _ snow 
plough. 

The author contrived some laugh 
lines that are capably handled by 
Edith Van Cleve, as Mary’s agent 
and close friend of the family, but 
there is not enough fun to the per- 
formance, played in one set. As the 
acting strength seems to be present, 
the weakness is apparently in the 
script. 

June Walker appears as Mary and 
stands out, though she has had bet- 
ter assignments. Tom Powers, as 
Nesbitt, is fairly good, but he, too, 
has had more effective parts. Very 
attractive is Gene Tierney, who at- 
tracted attention last season in a 
small part in ‘Mrs. O’Brien Enter- 
tains.” She does well as Peggy. An- 
other decorative young actress is 
Betty Field, appearing as Rosa. 


(Withdrawn Saturday after five 
performance; printed for the record.) 
Ibee. 


Revised Tix Code 


Continued from page 41 


ulate and maintain interest in shows, 
but must have the incentive of co- 
operation from the managements, 
principally in being assured of reg- 
ular allotments so that patrons or- 
dering in advance will be accommo- 
dated. 

In the sessions with Equity, the 
latter was assured that ticket control 
is much to be desired. One line of 
thought advanced was in effect that 
agencies virtually control tickets, 
thereby placing showman under the 
domination of brokers and therefore 
relief would be welcome. This is 
considered a rather extreme view- 
point of what has always been a 
complex situation. 

It has been admitted that last sea- 


Coast, has two new scripts. for Dec. 15 and 16. Rose. _| son there was no real effort to keep 


BUILDING CORNELL UP 
TO FULL PITT WEEK 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23 

Katharine Cornell is trying to re- 
arrange her tour in ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ in order to play a full week 
here at the Nixon. Original itiner- 
ary called for her to do only four 
days here, opening Jan. 24, follow- 
ing Los. Angeles, 

However, Bill Fields, for Play- 
wrights’ Co., is now trying to fill 
in few one-nighters along the route 
in order to bring Cornell here on 
January 29 for a regular eight-per- 
formance stand. Star previously 
played two split-weeks here, one by 
choice and other by necessity. First 
was in ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ the other 
in ‘St. Joan,’ when she fell ill in 
middle of week and had to cancel 
remaining performances. 

Nixon, incidentally, looks set for 
its best season in years, At this time 
in 1938, theatre had already had 
couple of dark weeks. There have 
been none so far since house 
opened late in September and book- 
ings are solid through to middle of 
February. 


ré- 


Lenita Lane to B’way 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Lenita Lane leaves for Broadway 
shortly to play the femme lead in ‘A 
Thousand Times No,’ written by 
Crane Wilbur, her husband. 
Currently Miss Lane is playing In 
‘Rain’ on the local stage. 


tickets out of the hands of gyps. One 
method advanced by the brokers 
Monday was to ‘freeze’ the allot- 
ments. Argued that if the number 
and locations of tickets is so fixed 
for two or three weeks, agencies 
would have a better chance for 
proper distribution and there would 
be less risk of preferred tickets seep- 
ing out of boxoffices to wrong per- 
sons. This is one of the brokers’ sug- 
gestions expected to be used. 

There was considerable discussion 
over the levy per ticket from the 
brokers, who have been protesting 
that 342 cents is too high and not 
necessary. As that factor now stands 
the agencies are accountable for such 
payment at the full rate up to last 
Dec. 31, the levy to be reduced to 2 
cents from then until March 31, pay- 
able in installments. For this season 
3 cents per tickets is to apply. Pro- 
peved that 2 cents be u-able for en- 
forcement purposes, 1 cent beins 
held in escrow, latter balance to Ve 
returned to brokers provided no pe'- 
alties are levied against them. 
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‘Comedy Finale 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Four shows in town last week, and 
all turned in from good to smash 
business. Newcomer was ‘Leave It 


to Me’ musical at the mammoth Aud- | 


jtorium on the start of a three-week 
stay. Going out was ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ which scrammed the 
smallish Harris Saturday (25) after 
three capacity sessions, 
stayed longer. 


Arriving Sunday (26) at the Grand | 


was ‘Night at the Moulin Rouge,’ 
A. B. Marcus and N. S. Barger re- 
vue which has been touring the past 
two months. 


At the Harris last week (Monday) | 


came ‘Outward Bound’ for a limited 
stay, and will be followed in the 
house by the second company of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 

Continuing excellently are ‘Spring- 
time for Henry,’ Erlanger, and ‘My 
Dear Children,’ Selwyn. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leave It to Me,’ Auditorium (st 
week) (4,000; $3.30). Initial session 
solid $26,500. Plenty of capacity at 
lower prices. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (28th 
week (1,000: $2.75). Still consistent 
money-maker; again bright at over 
$11,000. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Harris (3d- 
final week) (1,000; $3.30). Walloping 
three-week stand at complete ca- 
pacity. Smashed through on 
week to wow $23,000 for nine per- 
formances. 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ Erlanger | 
Revival | 


(2d week) (1,400; $2.75). 
turning in strong trade and now set 
until Dee. 16. Took fine $15,000 last 
week, 


206 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 
Action by Judge Curtis Bok in 
common pleas court last week, lift- 
ing the ‘Mulatto’ ban clamped on by 
late Mayor S. Davis Wilson, means 
that the Langston 


nut street theatre next week. Joseph 
Becker is presenting at a $1.50 scale, 
with show in for indefinite stay. 

Next week, the Erlanger 
showing ‘Hitler, Beast of Berlin, but 
film is announcing only one week, 
and can't stay more than two, as the 
new Paul Robeson vehicle, ‘John 
Henry,’ is skedded for a premiere 
ihere on Dec. 11 and plans to stay 
through Christmas week. 

Last week's leader was 
Guns,’ the Univ. of Penn’s Mask and 
Wig show was claimed to have col- 
lected 27,000. 


‘The Hot Mikado’ had some trouble | 


with the top-price seats but did 
robustly anyway. at 
Seven.’ tryout shoved into the For- 
rest for a week on short notice, got 
rave notices and did okay. 


practically a 100°; sellout when th: 
curtain went up last night. 

A switch in bookings moves “To- 
night We Dance’ from the Forrest to 
the Locust starting Monday (4), 
while the Forrest will get George 
White's ‘Scandals’ for two weeks 
starting Dec. 11. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hot Mikado,’ Locust ‘Ist week) 
(1,500: $2.85).—Built to neat $20,000. 

*‘Morning’s at Seven,’ Forrest 
(1,800: $2.85) —Rave notices but lack 


of big names held biz down until 
last half the week; $8.500. ; 
‘Great Guns,’ (Mask and Wig) 


Erlanger ($1,800; $3)—Unusual draw | 


for college show, which claimed a 


week's gross of $27,000. 


‘Farm’ Steady $10,200 


In Week at Baltimore 


‘ Baltimore, Nov. 28. 
Succession of pre-Broadway efforts 
is continuing here currently with 
Hall Shelton’s production of ‘Herself, 


Mrs. Patrick Crowley,’ by Doran 
Hurley, at Ford's. ‘Hot Mikado’ fol- 
lows. 

In as part of the six-week bill, 
promised locally by the American 


Theatre Society and Theatre Guild, | 


Ethel Barrymore. in ‘Farm of 3 
Echoes,’ at Ford’s last week, at- 
tracted a fairish press and commen- 
surate b.o. reaction. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Farm of 3 Echoes,’ Ford’s 
$2.78). Bolstered by good advance 
via ATS-Guild subscription in_ its 
first season here this year, new Ethel 
Barrymore vehicle garnered sieady 
$10,200. 


+ 
| 
| 


Could have | 


final | 


Hughes-Martin | 
Jones shocker will relight the Wal- | 


will be | 


‘Great | 


At the | 
Forrest, ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ was | 


(1,900; | 


236, Henry’ $15,000 


| Not Enough Rehearsal 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 

Raymond Massey, who has 
been playing title role in ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ for a second 
season, was guest of honor here 
last week at a breakfast given 
| by Women’s City Club and Wom- 
en’s Press Club of Pittsburgh. 
Called upon for a talk following 
his introduction by Florence 
Fisher Parry, columnist for the 
Press, he began: 

‘Abe Lincoln got down to fun- 
damentals. He didn’t use cliches. 
For instance, in those lines on 
democracy I use in the play, 
he says, ‘Democracy is—’,’ and 
then stopped dead. 

Massey hesitated. He rubbed 
his cheek with one hand, tee- 
tered on his heels, laughed, and 
| confessed: 

‘S‘thelp me.’ he 
| forgotten the lines.’ 


smiled, ‘I've 


Cohan Popularity 
Carries ‘Madam’ 


To 146 D. C. Finale 


Washington, Nov. 28. 
Advance reports from Baltimore 
| that all was not well with ‘Madam 
| Will You Walk’ put it under han- 
|dicap before it even arrived here, 
| especially report that George M. 


| Cohan was only playing until some- | 
Critics | 


| body else could be found. 
| played ball, keeping rumors quiet 
before opening and doing no more 
| than noting that Sir Cedric Hard- 
| wicke was in the Monday night (20) 
| audience ‘he has been signatured as 
| Cohan’s successor) until handout ar- 
|rived on Tuesday from Playwright 
/Co.’s N.Y. office announcing that 
show would close ‘albeit temporar- 
| ily* on final night (25) of Wash, run. 
That busted it wide open and hurt 
| plenty, but Cohan popularity car- 
week surprisingly. 

Current is return of ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ which premiered here last 
season, at $1.50 top, at the National. 
| Next is ‘The White Steed,’ with ‘Hot 
Mikado’ following, 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Madam, Will You Walk’ Na- 
tional (1,698: $2.75). Approximately 
| $14,000, mostly Cohan draw. 


CHATTERTON-DANCE’ 
POLKA 5G IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 28. 

Ruth Chatterton, in ‘Tonight We 
Dance,’ here at the English for three 
nights and matinee starting Monday 
(20), played to a thin house. 
has been yelling for legit fare for 
years, and with heavy bookings this 
year, customers are picking shows to 


‘Steed’ Disappointing 


Cincinnati, Nov, 28. 

Favorable notices and nine per- 
formances were not enough to over- 
come lack of names and $2.83 high 
for ‘White Steed,’ which did dis- 
appointing biz last week at the Cox. 
It was Cincy’s second legit show of 
the season. 

House is dark this week. During 
the last half the management will 
take occupancy of the _ indie-Taft 
auditorium, 2,500 seater, for four per- 
formances by Ethel Waters in 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ at $2.83 top. 
Advance sale okay. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘White Steed,’ Cox (1,150; $2.83). 
Party-plan tieup for opening night 
and Thanksgiving and Saturday 
matinees drew big, yet gross wound 
up at around $6,500, disappointing. 


$26,000, HUB: 
MUNI 216 


| Boston, Nov. 26. 


‘Key Largo,’ Colonial (2d-final 
week) (1,643; $3.30). Balcony 
| particularly big during 


tryout, 


| ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ continued | ‘Hellzapnppin,’ the 
its smash pace 


in the second 
final frame here 
moving to Philadelphia. 


first of three weeks. 


lated trade Friday 


|day (27). ‘When We Are Married,’ 
| new Priestley comedy, comes 
| Dec. 4. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 


socko $26,000 for closing week. 


for Pau] Muni starrer. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth 
week) (1,480; $1.65). Doing propor- 
tionately better than last time in. 
At the low top, opening week’s take 
of $9,700 was excellent. 


‘HAMLET’ NEAT $17,500 


IN WEEK AT ST. LOUIS (CD-1,059; $3.30). 


St. Louis, Nov. 28. 
Two natives, Maury Tuckerson 
and Jackson Perkins, are members 
of Maurice Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ company 
which closed neat one-week stand 
at the American theatre Saturday 
(25). Tuckerman and Miss Perkins 


'in nine performances: 
| Who Came to Dinner,’ $19,500 ‘no 
,added matinee for Thanksgiving); 
| ‘Skylark,’ over $20,200 (nine times), 


and 
last week before , 
‘Key Largo’ 
took bigger money in its second week | pace of recent weeks. 
than for its opening stanza, “Tobacco | sjcals are faring satisfactorily. Broad- 
Road,’ at $1.65 top, did well on the | way will lose ‘Scandals’ after an- 


Harvard-Yale football mob stimu- 
(24) and Satur- 


day (25) nights. ‘Three After Three,’ 
new Shubert musical, opened Mon-| we Make,’ Guild, drew a divided 


Closing stanza neat $21,000{| In 


(1st | ‘Foreigners, 


$6,500 in Cincy Weer B Way $ New Big 4 


Topped by Gh 


~ $31,000, Father’ 216, Dinner’ $19,500, 


Broadway has a ‘big four’ among 
the new shows but soon that select 
group is likely to be expanded. At 
least one new show, which had been 


jumped materially, while this week’s 
arrivals are looked forward to in 
anticipation. 

card was virtually a dud. 
The quartet consists of ‘Life with 
Father,’ close to $21,000 last week 
‘The Man 


jand ‘Too Many Girls,’ $31,000 ‘eight 
'times), which set a new high for the 


| show. 
| ‘Margin for Error’ registered the 
best improvement last week when' 


| business picked up for most produc- 
tions. Anti-Nazi laugh play rose to 
| $16,800 and will probably reach a 
|higher level. ‘Time of Your Life,’ 
|} another good draw, is sixth among 
| the newer shows. It did around $12,- 
| 000 last week to a sizable profit. 

| ‘Girls’ is the list’s topper with 
runnerup, also 
| doing plenty well. 
| uled a new edition and may climb 
|; upward from the excellent $26,000 
Other mu- 


|other week but the incoming ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady’ is expected to 
be an ample b.o. replacement. 

| Last week’s debuts: “The World 
with first takings 


press, week's 


in ; around $8,000, which indicates mod- 


|}erate chances; ‘Ring Two’ opened 
and closed at the Miller; ditto for 


Shubert | ‘Aries Is Rising,’ Golden; ‘I Knéw 
(2d-final week) (1,590; $3.30). Drew | What I Like,’ Hudson, opened Friday 


(24) to thumbs-down notices. 
ever, a new edition of ‘Pins 


How- 
and 


biz | Needles,’ Windsor, drew strong fa- 
two-week | -orable press comment. 


addition to ‘DuBarry’ at the 
146th Street next week, due in are 
’ Belasco: ‘The Woman 
Brown, Biltmore; ‘Hamlet,’ 44th 
Street. Balance of December's 
schedule is light. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Aries Is Rising,’ Golden. Yanked 
Saturday (25) after seven perform- 
ances; bad press and little coin. 

‘Farm of 3 Echoes,’ Cort (lst week) 
Presented by Vic- 
tor Payne-Jennings and Arthur Hop- 
kins; written by Noel Langley; fairly 
well regarded during tryout; opened 
last night (Tuesday). 
| ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (63d 
week) (R-1,671: $3.30). Bounded 
back to capacity latter part last week 
and should span second season: off 
somewhat early in week, but plenty 


‘received their early training at the | good at $26,000. 


Little Theatre of St. Louis, and this 


'was enough for all daily rags to 
spread themselves with feature 


Town | 


spend their coin on instead of taking | 


them as they come. 
Ethel Waters in ‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
ters’ is playing currently for three 
nights and Wednesday’ matinee, 
starting last night (Monday). 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Tonight We Dance,’ English (1.500; 
$2.75). Attendance light, with top- 
heavy houses accounting for most of 
only fair $5,000. 


‘Mamba’ Disappoints 
In Cleve. With $11,500 


Cleveland, Nov. 28. 

‘Mamba’'s Daughters’ was stumped 
by rival attractions and Community 
Fund campaign during its six-day 
stay at the Hanna last week, but 
drew well enough anyway. 
| ‘White Steed’ here’ currently 
while Play House is filling both its 
theatres with stock ‘Our Town’ and 


new Negro drama, ‘Better Fo’ to 
Sing.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Mamba’s Daughters, Hanna; 
(1,435; $2.50). Okay $11,500 for 


‘eight performances but not up to ex- 
pectations. 


Three’ 9G, N. Haven 


New Haven, Nov. 28. 

Lukewarm press and word-of- 
mouth on premiere of ‘Three After 
Three’ last weekend didn't help any, 
but advance had already piled up a 
nice gross which filled Shubert 
coffers. 

House has only San Carlo Opera 
Co. booked ahead, due Dec. 8-9. 

Estimate for Last Week 

| ‘Three After Three,” Shubert 
(1,600: $3.36). Three performances 
i caught close to healthy $9,000. 


stories and pics. Crix added 100% 


raves. 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ with Kath- | 


arine Cornell and Francis Lederer, 

opened engagement last 

night (Monday) at the American. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Hamlet,’ American (1.707: $2.50). 
Hefty $17,500 for eight perform- 


ances. 


‘Outward’ Only $11,000 In 


Det. Despite Crix Raves 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 
Despite critics’ raves, ‘Outward 
Bound’ did only $11,000 at the Cass 
last week. Seemed slight, what with 


extra holiday matinee, after pre- 
vious smash $26,700 for ‘Leave It 
to Me.’ 

Cass dark here this week. with 
Raymond Massey coming in Dec. 4 


with ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The White Plume’ ‘musical 
‘Cyrano’ )—Shuberts. 


‘The Man Who Came to Din- 


ner’ (Chicago Co.)—Sam_ H. 
Harris. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse’—W. A. 
Brady. 


‘Kindred’'—Edward Choate. 
‘Once Upon a Time’—Hal A. 


Salzman. 

‘Mulatto’ (road) — Jose ph 
Becker. 

‘Foreigners’ — Shuberts, Arch 
Selwyn. 

‘The Woman Brown'—Mer- 


garet Hewes. 
‘John Henry’—Sam Byrec. 
‘Caribbean Cruise’ — Donale 
Heywood. 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (road )—A\ld- 
rich & Myers. 
‘Madam Will 
Playwrights. 


Walk'— 


You 


| ‘I Know What I Like,’ Hudson (2d 
week) (C-1,094; $3.30). 
|last week (24); weak press; doubt- 
ful chances. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore lst week) 
(D-1,096; $3.30). Presented by Play- 
wrights Co.; written by Maxwell An- 
derson; drew excellent business at 
tryout dates; opened Monday (27); 
| moderate press. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck (7th 
week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Still getting 
big money though not selling out in 


fairly Jarge house; rated around 
$19,000 jn nine performances ‘(extra 
matinee Thanksgiving). 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (4th 


week) (C-1,096: $3.30). One of the 
big new four of Broadway: capacity 
draw plus standees claimed for all 
performances; nine times last week, 
with takings close to $21,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (7th week) (C-1,012: $3.30). 
Standees all performances; though no 
extra matinee last week, gross over 
$19,500; another of the socko quartet 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth 


(5th 


week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Has been 
steadily climbing and rated at $16,800 
last week in eight performances: 
would have registered higher but for 


two parties under regular rates 
*‘Morning’s At Seven,’ Longacre (lst 
week) (C-1,019; $3.30). Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman: written by 
Paul Osborn; title based on a Robert 


3rowning poem; opens tomorrow 
Thursday (30). 

‘Ring Two,’ Miller. Taken off 
Saturday (25) after five perform- 


ances; press opinion unsatisfactory. 
| ‘Seandals,’ Hollywood (14th week) 
| (R-1,547: $3.30). Leaves on intended 
{long tour after another week: revue 
has been getting around $20,000 in 
this spot after moving from Alvin; 
better money figured on the road. 
‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (10th 
week) (C-991:; $3.30). Slated to move 
{to another spot when ‘The Woman 
Brown’ arrives next week: business 
moderate and to some profit; up 
somewhat last week; $7,500. 
‘Skylark,’ Morosco (7th week) (C- 
961: $3.30). Extra matinee last week 
‘cent gross over $20,200: 
standee attendance; is of the big four. 
‘Straw Hat Revue,’ Ambassado1 
(10th week) (R-1,156; $3.30). Mild 
; grosser: intimate revue figured to be 


going along to moderate business, | 


Last week’s premiere | 


Latter has sched- | 


Opened Jate | 


meaning | 


‘Skylark’ 206; ‘Margin’ Up to $16,800 


{making slight profit, with indicsied 
| pace around $10,000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (24th 
| week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Laugh revue 
still among favored shows but busi- 
ness off during the month; rated 
' around $22,000, some improvement. 

‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ Center (Ist 
week) (M-3,427; $2.20). Presented 
by Erik Charell and Jean Rodney: 
_score by Jimmy Van Heusen; book 
, by Gilbert Seldes and Charell; opens 
tonight (Wednesday). 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (42d 
week) (D-1,163; $3.30). Picked up 
last week, and without extra matinee, 
the gross went to $12,000; still looks 
set well into new season. 

‘The Philadeiphia Story,’ Shubert 
(36th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Couple 
of new comedies are crowding run 
show for division leadership, but 
holdover still plenty strong; excelient 
$19,000 last week. 

‘The World We Make,’ Guild ‘2d 
week) (D-914; $3.30). After mixed 
press, drew fair business though 
there’s not much agency demand: 
first week estimated around $8.000. 

‘Thunder’ Rock,’ Mansfield (3d 
week) (D-1,097; $3.30). Cast on mini- 
mum salaries, plus percentage: dif- 
ference of press opinion; business 
light to date; quoted better than 
$5.000. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth ‘6th 
week) (CD-704; $3.30). Among the 
new season’s clicks, though not up in 
| big money partly because of limited 
capacity; $12,000. 

‘Tobacco .Road,’ Forrest (312th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Run leader 
slated to stick until after holidays: 


making slender with gross 
slightly over $4,000. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (6th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). New list 


leader in for long siay; not complete 
sellout but great pace since starting; 
$31,000, new high. 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin ‘(3d 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40). Despite so- 
so press first full week, was fairly 
okay with $18,400; at scale, it could 
top $30,000; operating nut revised 
downward. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (22d week) 
(R-1,107; $3.30). Built up wel] late 
last week after slow start like some 
others, and turned in another gross 
better than $20,000. 


ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (104th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). New edition 
Saturday (25) drew distinctly favor- 
able press comment; bettering $7,000 
and may stay through another seéa- 
son, 


FOLIES’ SOCK $18,000 
IN 4TH H’WOOD WEEK 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

With the exception of stock at the 
| Belasco theatre here, legit currently 
continues to be confined to suburban 
Hollywood. ‘Folies Bergere’ re- 
mains at El Capitan, where it’s do- 
ing turnaway biz, and ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ is in third and final stanza 
at Hollywood Playhouse. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
open two-week run at the Biltmore 
Dec. 4 in ‘Taming of the Shrew.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Folies Bergere,’ El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (4th week) (1,560; $1.10). 
Frequent turnaways and extra mati- 
nee Thursday (23) helped pile up 
big $18,000. 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2d week) (1,130; $1.10). 
Winds up Dec. 3 after three stanzas, 
garnering neat $3,600 last week. 
‘Blossom Time’ returns (5) for re- 
peat, to be followed by ‘Vagabond 
King’ Christmas night. 


‘Abe’ OK 226 in Pitt, 
But Under Expectations 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28 

Despite holiday last week, ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ was somewhat 
disappointing at the Nixon, getting 
only around $22,000. While that’s 
not a figure to take lightly any 
time, and represents a_ sizeable 
profit, still more was expected from 
Pulitzer prizewinner, which has 
been cleaning up everywhere. 

That $3.30 top for downstairs seats 
was figured biggest handicap inas- 
much as public hereabouts is seldom 
called upon to shell out that much 
for a straight play, particularly in 
view of fact that ‘Leave It to Me.’ 
a big musical, only got that top a 
fortnight ago. Result was a gener- 
ally weak sale on orchestra ducats, 
with big balcony and gallery call. 

Nixon has ‘Tonight We Dance’ cur- 
rent. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Nixon 
(2.100; $3.30). Around = $22,000, 
plenty all right, but not quite up to 
expectations, 
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Sullivan-Chapman to Swap 

The on-again-off-again switch be- 
tween Ed Sullivan, Hollywood col- 
umnist for the New York News, and 
John Chapman, one of the daily’s 
two Broadway paragraphers, has as- 
sumed a more definite status. The 
two swap jobs, but when is a moot 
question. Sullivan's lease on his 
Bevhills home and Chapman's 
dilemma over what to do about his 
Westport, Conn., house are the tem- 
porary deterrents. Sullivan had 
suggested the switch take place next 
October, when his lease expires, but 
the News management has compro- 
mised with a June 1 suggestion. 
Last week, when the swap deal was 
consummated, April 1 was fixed for 
the change. 

Both are agreeable to the transfer. 
Sullivan has been wanting to get 
back on Broadway for some time, 
while Chapman, who did a six-week 
stint last year in the film capitol, 
then took a liking to it and had ex- 
pressed a desire to work on the 
Coast. 

With Sullivan’s return to the Main 
Stem no indication has been given 
as to the type of column he will do. 
Dan Walker took over Sullivan’s 
gossiping when the latter went to the 
Coast a couple of years ago. 


Tony Sarg Bankrupt 

Anthony Frederick Sarg, known as 
Tony Sarg, filed a voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
last week, listing $6,572 in assets 
and $35,258 in liabilities. Sarg lists 
himself as an artist, lecturer, author, 
illustrator, painter and industrial de- 
signer. 

The largest liability is $25,000 owed 
for rent on a lease“expiring May 1, 
1946. Other liabilities are $639 owed 
to Madeline B. Brown for wages, 
$454 to Tony Sarg Publishers, and 
$1,750 to Air-Cruisers of Rutherford, 
N. J., for balloon work. Assets in- 
clude $5,662 for debts on open ac- 
counts. 


Claire Trask’s Gestapo Setto 

Mrs. Claire Trask, an American 
citizen, is back 1n New York from 
Berlin, where she was born, with a 
convalescent kneecap which 
fractured in a suicide try, says the 
nev'spaperwoman, following compli- 
cations with the Gestapo. What 
looked like a hopeless situation for 
her, after denying any alleged es- 
pionage charges, caused her to at- 
tempt taking her life, 

The widow of C. Hooper Trask, 
she took over the N. Y. Times and 
VARIETY correspondence in Berlin | 
upon the death of her husband. Their | 
Traskplays was an established dra- 
matic brokerage in Germany, coin- 
cidental with her journalistic work. 

She had left Berlin for a visit 
when she was arrested at the border 
by a Gestapo agent, who alleged in- 
telligence violations. Only after get- 
ting back to the capital was she ex- 


| 


at all the case and the assertion has 
no doubt damaged the sale of the 
book. It got off to a slow start but) 
it is now selling an average of 500) 
copies a week, and is in its fifth | 
printing. This does not compare 
with ‘Gone With the Wind,’ of 
course, but since the average book | 
sale is probably in the neighbor- | 
hood of 1,500 copies, ‘Johnny Got His 
Gun’ has done exceedingly well and 
promises to do better.’ 

A publisher can boost his own 
books, but when his remarks take 
in other trade territory it becomes a 
battle of the publishers. Remarks, 
Frank Frazier: ‘Things come to aj 
pretty pass when a publisher be- 
comes articulate about another pub- 
lisher’s output. He hasn't the data 
to go on. He shoula confine him- 
self to his own catalog, stick to 
what he is sure about. In any case 
he should refrain from remarks out 
of his field that might prove of a 
damaging character. It isn’t cricket.’ 


L. A. Examiner’s 3 Pix Cols. 

With switch of E. V. Durling’s 
column to the Los Angeles Exam- 
iner, sheet has transferred Harry 
Crocker’s pillar to the film section, 
giving the paper three motion pic- 
ture columns. The other is Louella 
O. Parsons. 

Durling’s scribbling used to ap- 
pear in the L. A. Times but was re- 
cently accepted by a syndicate for 
national distribution, the Examiner 
being a client of the syndicate. 


N. Y. Herald-Trib Changes 
Return to duty of Grafton S. Wil- | 
cox, managing editor of the New 
York Herald Tribune, after an ex- 
tended illness, has been followed by 
a number of top staff changes. 
Charles McLendon has resigned as 
day city editor, with Lessing L. 
Engelking, formerly assistant night 


Davies has Engelking’s former spot. 
George E. Cornish and Everett M. 
Walker named aides to Wilcox. 


Bill Spillane a V.P. 

Four new vice-presidents have 
been elected by the American News 
Co., among them William J. Spil- 
lane, its general manager. 

The other new v.p.s are Joseph A. 
Sheeran, Harold E. Williams and 
Percy D. O'Connell, 


San Diego Daily Folds 

The San Diego (Cal.) Sun, Scripps- 
Howard afternoon paper, suspended 
publication Saturday (25) after 59 
years of publication. Claiming to} 
have been operating the past few 
years at a loss, the Sun faced a 
deeper dip into the red as a result 
of Newspaper Guild demands for 
pay hikes as part of a new contract. | 
Unable to see its way clear, the| 
management threw in the towel. 


onerated, but during her detention, 
when the officials made references to 
‘you know what usually happens to 
spies,’ etc., she figured she might as 
well outsmart them her own way. 

Mrs. Trask plans going to Holly- 
wood around Jan. 1. 


Street & Smith Sued for 25G 
Street & Smith publications of 


New York, publishers of Western | 


Stores mag, must stand trial in a 
$25,000 libel suit filed against them 


by Fred Spikes, Lubbock, Texas, the | 


U. S. fifth circuit court of appeals, 
New Orleans, ruled Saturday (25). 
The Texan sued the firm on the 
grounds that a reference to cattle 
rustling in the publication involved 
him and his brothers. 


The firm had sought to quash the | 


serving of subpoenas on the grounds 
that the person served was not an 
agent of the firm. The North Texas 


district federal court overruled the | 


motion and the firm appealed to the 
higher court. 


‘It Isn’t Cricket’ 

A new trade angle, the question 
of professional ethics as regards 
book publishers, involves: Shall one 
firm head comment in print on a 
book put out by another? Point 
raised by remark of Thayer Hob- 
son, pres. William Morrow, in an 
article in current number of a trade 
magazine, in which, speaking of war 
books, Hobson states that ‘Johnny 
Got His Gun,’ by Dalton Trumbo, 
was a ‘stillbirth.’ 

J. B. Lippincott, publisher of 
novel, protested via its Frank 
Frazier, advertising manager: 

‘I was amazed to read a State- 
ment in an article by Thayer Hob- 
son, entitled ‘The Battle and the 
Books,’ that ‘Johnny Got His Gun’ 


Paper is giving severance pay to | 


employes, and additionally trying to| 


find jobs for all made idle. 


has been a ‘stillbirth.’ This is iat 


editor, named as his successor. Al): 


| burley 


| ness. 
nearly 15 years, starting as a re- 
porter. 


CHATTER 

Bertram D. Wolfe pacted by Stokes 
for a new novel. 

Alvin Johnston finished three-part 
serial on Orson Welles for Sateve- 
post. 

Rupert Hughes pacted by Hough- 
ton Mifflin for a biog of Thomas E. 
Dewey. 

Edwin Grohl going to the Orient 
to do a series of mag pieces on that 
part of the world. 

Roland R. Harrison is the new 
administrative editor of the Christian 
Science Monitor. 

Eldridge Haynes has resigned as 
v.p. and a director of the McGraw- 
Hill Publishing Co. 

New York Newspaper Guild or- 
ganizing a femme auxiliary, with 47 
as charter members. 

Joan Durham, feature writer with 
Associated Press, the bride of Wil- 
liam H. T. McGaughey. 

Fawcett has sent two new comic 
books to the printers, Whiz Comics 
and Slam-Bang C)mics. 

Marlynn and Michael, the ball- 
room dancers, at work on a book on 
modern ballroom dancing. 

Edward Paxton preparing a profile 
on Jules J. Leventhal, the show- 
man, for The New Yorker. 

Sinclair Lewis’ boy, Wells Lewis, 
has gotten himself a job as a re- 
porter on a Southern newspaper. 

Arthur H. Motley named exec as- 
sistant to Thomas H. Beck, prez of 
the Crowell-Collier Publishing Co. 

Roger Martin de Gard, the French 
scribler, in the U. S. from Central 
America. Proceeds to France soon. 

American Society of Newspaper 
Editors will hold its 1940 conven- 
tion April 25-26 in Washnigton, D.C. 

The East St. Louis, Il, library 
board last week rescinded its ban 
on John Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of 
Wrath.’ 


MARRIAGES 


Evelyn Bassett to Jack Ellis in 
White Plains, N. Y., Nov. 26. Groom 
is RKO film salesman; bride a model. 


Dorothy Jeakins to Ray Dannen- | 


baum, in Wickenburg, Ariz., Nov. 20. 
Both work at 20th-Fox, she as a 


studio wardrobe sketch artist, he as 


a publicist. 
Charlotte Wynters to Barton Mac- 


Lane, in Beverly Hills, Nov. 23. Both | 


a‘e film players. 

Carmen Trudeau to Joseph Grant, 
in Salem, Mass. Bride is singer, for- 
merly with Frank Ward's ork. 
Groom, staff announcer at WMEX, 
Boston. 

Dorothy Wahl to Al Rio, in Mil- 
waukee, Nov. 21. Bride is dancer; 
he’s member of Three Lunatrix, 
vaude-nitery act. 

Maisie Sharpe to Lou Debney, in 
Yuma, Ariz., Nov. 18. Eride is a 
singer; he’s an assistan‘ director for 
Walt Disney. 

Helen Goodwin to Ted Reams, in 
Williamsburg, Va., Nov. 21, 
non-pro; he’s CBS announcer in N.Y. 

Patricia Perry to George Corwin, 
in Minneapolis, last week. Bride is 
stripper; he’s burley 


Dimming of the Sun leaves the | straight. 


| 

| San Diego newspaper field under the 

| control of Ira Copley, who owns that 

| city’s two remaining papers, the 
Union, morning, and Tribune, after- 
noon, 


} LITERATI OBITS 

Felix Reisenberg, 60, author of sea 
stories, died Nov. 18 in Bronxville, 
N. Y. A master mariner, he became 
noted as a scribbler of tales based 
on his own experiences. 

Dr. Minoru Oka, former managing 
director of the Tokyo Nichi Nichi 


and Osaka Mainichi, leading newspa- | 


pers in Japan, died Nov. 20 in Tokyo 
after a long illness. 

William A. Dailey, 68, manager of 
the Philadelphia News Bureau since 
1918, died Nov. 20. He served on the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger before 
joining the News Bureau in 1910. 

Moissay Olgin, 61, editor of the 
N.Y.  Freiheit, Yiddish-language 
daily, died Nov. 22. One of the 
founders of the Freiheit, in 1922, he 
was an influential writer on com- 
munism. He also served for years 
as American correspondent for the 
official Soviet newspaper, Pravda. 

Walter C. Hoban, 49, newspaper 
cartoonist, creator of the comic 
strips, ‘Jerry on the Job’ and 
‘Needle-Nose Noonan,’ died Nov. 22 
in New York. He began ‘Jerry on 
the Job’ after returning from World 
War service, and the strip was 
widely syndicated by King Features. 
His recent ‘Needle-Nose 
Noonan’ was also syndicated. His 
father, Peter J. Hoban, was one of 
the founders of the Philadelphia 
Catholic Standard and Times. 

Nissan Wiesen, 42, assistant city 
editor of the Bronx (N.Y.) Home 


| Dorothy Dayton to Dave Franklin, 
jin Las Vegas, Nev., Nov. 24. Bride 
jis a Paramount stock player; he’s a 
song-writer. 

Louise Blatherwick to Wolf 
Reade, in Los Angeles, Nov, 24. He’s 
Universal studio publicist. 
| Ethel Gumm to William P. Gil- 
more, in Yuma, Arfriz., Nov. 17. 
Bride is mother of Judy Garland; 
| he’s a salesman. 
| Miriam F. Brandon to Vivian 
Moses, Nov. 24, in Newark, N. J. 


Groom is of RKO exploitation staff, | 


New York. Bride is daughter of for- 
|mer filmite and theatre manager. 
Lorraine Elizabeth Swec to Bernie 


Woods, Jr., in New York, Dec, 3.! 


|He’s a Variety mugg. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barnes (Mar- 
jory Fielding), son, New York, Nov. 
6. Parents write and stage nitery 
shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Kern, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Nov. 21. Father is 
a screen writer and formerly one of 
the Yacht Club Boys. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kerby Kushing, 
| daughter, in Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 
Father is sports announcer on KYW, 
| Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brown, son, 
Nov, 27, in Hollywood. Father a 
screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonie Taps, daughter, 
in N. Y., Nov. 28. Mother is Doris 
Rhodes, CBS staff vocalist; father is 
general manager of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Magee, son, 
in Philadelphia, Nov. 25. Father is 
bandleader. 


She’s | 


| News, died Nov. 23 after a long in- | 
He had served the paper for | 


ARTUR BODANZKY 


Artur Bodanzky, 61, senior con- 
ductor of the Met, who for 24 years 
was deemed the outstanding conduc- 
tor of Wagnerian operas in Amer- 
ica, died Nov. 23 in a N.Y. hospital 
of a heart attack which developed 
from a severe case of arthritis. 


comparatively good health, 
Bodanzky had returned from a Ver- 
mont vacation late this summer 
looking forward to his 25th season 
at the Met. However, before he 
could shape his plans he was 
stricken with arthritis and removed 
to a hospital. 

He had studied in his youth at 
the Vienna Conservatory of Music, 
seeking to gratify a childhood ambi- 
tion to become a conductor. He 
went to Budweiz, Bohemia, in 1900 
as a leader of operettas at the 
Stadttheatre and four years later 
was chosen to direct the _ initial 
Parisian performance of ‘Die Fleder- 
maus.”’ Following this, his career as 
a conductor seemed insured. 


Lacking a conductor of sufficient 
brilliance to replace Alfred Hertz as 
senior conductor of the Met in 1914 
Giulio Gatti-Casazza, Met manager, 
sought Bodanzky’s services, and he 
made his N.Y. debut as conductor of 


‘Goetterdaemmerung’ on Nov. 117, 
1915. 
Funeral services were private. 


Burial took place in Tarrytown, 
N. Y., Saturday (25). 

Ettore Panizza conducted the Met's 
opening production of the sea- 
son, ‘Simon Boccanegra,’ Monday 
3. 

Surviving are the widow, Ada, and 
a daughter, Mrs. William Muschen- 
heim. 


FANNY HATTON 


Fanny Hatton, 69, prominent for | 
years with her husband as a play- | 
wrighting team on Broadway, died 
in the New York home of a son, Dr. 
Locke L. MacKenzie, Nov. 27, after 
a long illness. 

The slaying of her first husband, 
| John Kenneth MacKenzie, by Yaqui 
|Indians in Mexico, precipitated a 

S. Government investigation | 
|shortly after the turn of the cen- | 
tury. Her playwriting career started 
with her marriage to Frederic Hat- | 
ton, then drama crick on the Chicago 
|Evening Post. Their initial ‘Years | 
|of Collaboration’ was a hit David 
| Belasco production in 1912 on Broad- 
way, and the first of a long soetes | 
| of successful plays to be written by | 
the pair. 
| Other plays by the Hattons: ‘The | 
| Song Bird,’ ‘Squab Farm,’ ‘Upstairs | 
and Down,’ ‘Lombardi, Ltd.,’ ‘The 
| Indestructible Wife,’ ‘The Walkoffs,’ 
‘The Checkerboard,’ ‘We Girls,’ | 
‘Playthings,’ ‘Treat ’em Rough,’ | 
| ‘Synthetic Sin.’ They did several 
adaptations and also film writing for 
almost all the major filmers. 

Surviving, beside her husband, 
is the son by her first husband, Dr. 
| John D. MacKenzie. 


MABEL ROEBUCK WASHINGTON | 


Mrs. Mabel Roebuck Washington, 
63, who, as a girl, was a protege of 
Augustin Daly and appeared in many 
Shakespearean roles at the turn of 
the century, was burned to death 
Nov. 11 in a fire which razed her | 
home in Longwood, Fla. 

Born in New York, she received | 
her early theatrical training at Sar- | 
| gent’s dramatic school, where she 
was ‘discovered’ by Daly. Joining 
his company, she was seen in scores | 
of plays, and played with James K. | 
| Hackett, Ada Rehan, John Drew and 
others. She retired at the peak of 
| her career, in 1910, to marry Pope! 
Washington, a naval officer. | 

Funeral services were held Nov. 
25 at Arlington National Cemetery, | 
Washington, where burial was made 
adjacent to the grave of her hus- 
band who died in 1935. 


FLORENCE COVENTRY 


Florence Coventry, 65, actress who 
| appeared in stock, on Broadway and 
/toured in vaudeville, died Nov. 22 
in New York. 

Born in New Brunswick, Canada, 
she debuted with Viola Allen in ‘The 
Palace of the King.’ For a time 
she played the ‘Dream Girl’ in 
vaudeville and later was in a num- 
ber of farces. More recently she 
was in support of such stars at Guy 
Bates Post and Bertha Kalich on 
Broadway. 


ANDY ANDERSON 


Andy (Walter C.) Anderson, 41, 
orchestra leader at the Show Bar, 
Forest Hills, N..Y., died Nov. 24 at 


his home in Far Rockaway, N. Y., 


—= 


OBITUARIES 


following a heart attack. At the 
Hammond organ, he conducted a 
seven-piece combination. 

He was pianist and sole organist 
with RKO theatres for 15 years, be- 
fore becoming musical director of 
Fox-Educational Pictures and later, 
Grand National. Last year he toured 
with a tent show, ‘Here’s to You.’ 

He is survived by his parents and 
two children. He had been a wid- 
ower for 10 years. 

The band will continue under Jerry 
Brainin’s direction. He was featured 
in the outfit. 


EMIL UMANN 


Emil Umann, 37, owner of Regina 
theatre, Beverly Hills, died Nov. 21 
in Hollywood after a month’s illness, 
Starting his theatrical career as an 
usher in Minneapolis, Umann han- 
dled publicity and advertising for 
film houses in Kansas City, San 
Francisco and Hollywood, and at one 
time was personal rep for Edna 
Wallace Hopper. He opened the Re- 
gina in 1937. 

Surviving are his widow, mother, 
three brothers and two sisters, 


DR. HANS S. LINNE 


Dr. Hans S. Linne, 76, Viennese 
conductor and composer, best known 
for his works during the reign of 
Emperor Franz Josef, died in strait- 
ened circumstances Nov. 22 in San 
Francisco. 

Coming to America in 1896, he 
toured with orchestras, finally re- 
maining in Frisco as conductor of 
the People’s Symph. 


ROBERT A. McDONALD 


Robert A. McDonald, 79, former 
president and manager of the Palace 
Theatre Co., Wisconsin’ Rapids, 
Wis., died in that city Nov. 21. He 
retired from the theatre business in 
1920. 

Survived by his widow and two 
sons. 


JOHN HARRON 

John Harron, 36, film actor, died 
unexpectedly Nov. 24 in Seattle. He 
started in pictures in 1921 with Mary 
Pickford and at the time of his death 
was under stock contract at War- 
ners. 

Leaves his widow, the former 
Betty Egan, film player. 


AGATA BARSESCU 


Agata Barsescu, 85, Rumanian ac- 
tress, died in Bucharest Nov. 21. 

Launching her career with the 
Burg theatre, Vienna, at 16, she later 
appeared in leading European cap- 
itals and came to America in 1915 to 
star in ‘Medea,’ in Yiddish, at Jacob 
Adler’s Peoples theatre on New 
York's lower east side. 


Max Krofta, Sr., father of Max 
Krofta, manager of the Capitol thea- 
tre, Racine, Wis., the Abbey, Mil- 
waukee, and secretary of the In- 
dependent Theatres’ Protective Asso- 
ciation of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, died Nov. 21 in Milwau- 
kee. Survived by two other sons 
and four daughters. 

Pauline E. Heckman, 40, pianist 
and songwriter, died Nov. 21 in 
Cleveland after a brief illness. She 
collaborated with Cleveland band- 
masters and Orpha Towl, singer, on 
60 songs. Latest one was ‘With a 
Kiss.’ Survived by husband, Sher- 
man L. Heckman, and a daughter. 


Constantine Wowra, 79, theatre 
operator in Barberton, O., for years, 


| died Nov. 16 in St. Petersburg, Fla., 


where he was spending the winter. 
Owner of the Pastime, Barberton, he 
retired as its manager four years 
ago. Widow, five daughters and three 
sons survive. 


Sam W. Harry, 36, WRR, Dallas, 
technician, was killed in Dallas last 
week when police motorcycle on 
which he was experimenting with 
new radio aerial, crashed. Bride of 
three months and mother and brother 
survive, 


Charles FE. Miles, 74, retired 
amusement park and ballroom op- 
erator, died in Columbus Nov. 22. 
He built and had operated Indianola 
Park, Columbus, until his retirement 
in 1938. Mr. Miles is survived by @ 
sister. 


Samuel X. Gaylord, identified with 
the earliest department store activi- 
ties of Detroit and later president of 
the Miles Theatre Co. there, died in 
Detroit last week. Survived by 


(Continued on page 47) 
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= 
Summerhill exhib partners, named 
Broadway to the town council there, 
Anita Boyer planed in from Chi 
for opening of her husband's (Dick 
Gus Eyssell now going in for | Barrie) band at Bill Green’s. 


gym workouts. 

Eunice Northup singing on Kung- 
gholm cruise. 

Ken Dolan is on from the Coast 
for couple weeks. 

Agent John Hickey building a 
home in Harrison, N. Y. 

lLawyer-producer Jack Bonney has 
seriously become an aviator. 

M. L. Van Slyke in a Mineola, L.1., 
hospital following an emergency op- 
eration, 


Jack Webb’s back on Broadway | 
after touring the south with Ethel | 


Barrymore Colt. 

Jack 
end of this week for three weeks of 
special recordings. 

Eddie Cook, manager of ‘Skylark,’ 
Morosco, N. Y., celebrated 70th 
pirthday Sunday (26). 

Sonny Werblin, of MCA New York 
office, home from hospital and on 
way to recovery after flu. 

Ross Snow, old-time musical com- 
edy funnyman, seriously ill in the 
French hospital. He’s 74. 

Ben Blue says he’ll take over the 
shuttered Dave’s Blue Room and re- 
light it as Blue’s Dave Room. 

Ernest McCauley manager of 46th 
St. theatre which relights with ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady’ next week. 

Dave Gould, manager 
Rico for Metro, recuperating from an 
illness in the French hospital, N. Y. 

The Algonquin opens a Supper 
Room tonight (Wed.) with Greta 
Keller, Cy Walter and Norbert Fa- 
con), 

Charles Curran has completed a 
farce, ‘The Panic Is On,’ which is 
making the Broadway producer 
rounds, 

Fred Mevers, in charge of film 
buving for the RKO circuit, left Fri- 
day (24) for Hollywood to ogle new 
product, 

After 10 years with Paramount in 
the editorial department, Paula 
Seligman may hook up with an in- 
dependent outfit. 


William Fields back at_ Play- 
wrights press department. Francis 
Robinson now in advance of ‘No 


Time for Comedy.’ 
Vinni (Lawrence) Likely, tap 
dancer with ‘Three After Three,’ is 


daughter of J. Parker Likely, of 
Editor and Publisher. ; 
Tom Fadden sent a rattlesnake’s | 


rattle, a trophy from a hunting ex- 
pedition in his Coast backyard, to his 
cronies at Sardi’s bar. 

It was wife of Nino Ghezzi, not 
Paul, who died two weeks ago. The 
Ghezzis, hand-balancing turn, cur- 
rently plaving Brandt circuit. 

Cutting has been finished on the 
official New York World’s Fair two- 
reel feature. More than 32,000 feet 
of film was boiled down to 2,200 feet. 


Bill Halligan and Charlie Williams | 


have turned out ‘Reunion in Miami,’ 
dealing with Capone’s release, and 
several of the Coast studios are flirt- 
ing. 

Edmund Mori, operator of the fa- 
mous old restaurant on Bleecker 
street, in the Village, now closed, is 
new restaurant manager of Leon & 

Henry Senber, who handled pub- 
licity for telephone exhibit at the 
N. Y. World's Fair, has rejoined Dick 
Maney’s office along with Jack 
Toohey. 

Leonard Goldenson and Leon Net- 
ter to Detroit to confer with Earl! 
Hudson and others in the United 
Detroit Theatre setup on local prob- 
lems. Chrysler strike, ete. 

N. Y. Financial Writers’ Assn. show 
Dec. 15 a complete sellout already, 
nearly 1,000 tickets having been sold. 
Georgie Price, former comedian, now 
a Wall St. broker, again staging. 

The Ira Genets (Georgette Car- 
neal) to the Coast this week, more 
or less permanently. He’s a WB 
writer and just finished a documen- 
tary film on Alaska for Warners in 
collaboration with the U.S. Govt. 

Louis Armstrong on_ successive 
nights, Wednesday (29) and tomor- 
row (Thursday), makes his bow in 
two Broadway opuses—‘Swingin’ the 
Dream.” at the Center, and as head- 
liner of the new Cotton Club revue. 


Pittsburgh 


‘Hot Mikado pencilled into the 
Nixon for Xmas week. 
New ‘Ice Follies’ opens week’s en- 
gage ment at Duquesne Garden, Dec. 
Variety Club will hold formal in- 
of 1940 officers on Monday 


Jack Lear, of MCA in New York, 


flew in for Johnny Long’s opening at 


the Chatterbox. 

Local musicians Sally LaPerch and 
Tommy Noll have given Happy Fel- 
ton their notice. 

Helene Ward has gone to Miami to 
rejoin her sister and dancing part- 
ner, Betty Ward. 

Trumpet player Red Borland quit- 


ting Eddy Brandt’s outfit to join) 


Henry Busse’s band, 


in Puerto | 


| 


(Decca) Kapp to the Coast. 


George Bauer and his Debonaires 
wind up 10-month run at Evergreen 
Gardens tonight (Wednesday). 

Three Pittsburghers in cast of 
‘Time of Your Life,’ Gene Kelly, Ed- 
ward Andrews and Mary Cheffey. 

Jeanne Blanche left Hal Kemp unit 
here for Bevhills Country Club, New 
port, Ky., with Gray Gordon band. 

Irene Lee flew back to the Coast 
and story-editor post at WB on Sun- 
;day (26) after weekending with her 
'family here. 


London 


Henry Sherek has shed 30 pounds. 

Gabriel Pascal applying for British 
citizenship. 

Hermione Baddeley out of cast of 
Herbert Farjeon’s ‘Little Revue’ at 
Little theatre, owing to minor opera- 


tion. 
Karen Petersen (Mrs. Mark Ost- 
rer), who played lead in ‘The 


Women,’ signed for couple of Gains- 
borough films. 

Will Hay departing from his usual 
activities by appearing in a musical 
show, ‘Lights Up,’ which opens at the 
Lyric Dec. 26. 

Elsa Veroe, daughter of late Max 
Fullner, off to Budapest to join her 
husband, who owns small chain of 


cinemas there. 

P. Alliata, English rep of ENIC, 
Italian government’s monopoly 
group, back from Italv after three 
months and has reopened offices in 
London. 


Patricia Hulbert, daughter of 
Cicely Courtneidge (Hulbert) and 
Jack Hulbert, celebrated her 21st 


birthday with a party at Cafe An- 
glais, with her parents hosting. 


| Zood 


‘The Lion Has Wings,’ the Alexan- 
der Korda film, which he made in 
conjunction with the British govern- 
ment. was put in at the Leicester 
Square theatre bv Charles Woolf for 
| two weeks. But business was so 

it was held over there even 
after its general release. 

Jack Buchanan to star in 


‘Alias 


| Drummond’ for Associated British as 
| 


soon as he’s finished with ‘The Mid- 
dle Watch’ for same outfit. Also go- 
ing into production for Associated 
British is ‘My Wife’s Family.’ made 
10 years ago by Monty Banks with 
| Gene Gerrard in stellar role. Rex 
| Harrison will star in the remake. 


Exchanges 


Continued from page 16 


pany in Cleveland. 
|} has joined booking staff of Universal 
|} as assistant to Francis Guehl 
| Peter Quiter. 

Harry Roney, former head booker 
for Columbia, will manage 
Gerard, West View, for Alpine cir- 
cuit. Spot opens in about three 
weeks. Of late, Roney has been 
employed by Col as a checker fol- 
lowing serious illness which con- 
fined him to a local hospital for 
more than a year. Alpine outfit, 
which now controls 30 spots in this 
district, opening another house soon 
in suburban Sheraden. Company has 
taken long-term lease on old 
Sharadd Temple dance auditorium 
and will remodel it into a modern 
650-seater. Should be ready for oc- 
cupaney by March 1. 

Other new _— spots 
opened in territory 
clude Opera House, Waynesburg, 
which Larry Puglia and his 
Mrs. Rose Pishionery, are operating: 


which have 
this month in- 


sister, 


Arco in Burgettstown, which has a 
new name, the Keith, and a new 
owner, R. Keith Chambers: and the 
New Ligonier by Alex Alexas. Lat- 


ter is a 700-seater made over from 
an old garage building. 


Chambers’ Addition 
Canton, O., Nov. 28. 

Keith Chambers. formerly man- 
ager of the Palace here, and prior to 
that manager of the State, East 
Liverpool, has reopened the former 
Arco, Burgettsiown, Pa., the 
Keith. House has been modernized 
and newly equipped. It was for- 
merly operated by George Clair, 
who withdrew some weeks ago. 


as 


Reynolds Resigns 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 28. 
L. W. (Pree) Reynolds, manager 
of the Colonial, Kannapolis, resigned 
to enter auto business at Charleston, 
S. Cc. S. D. Trincher, supervisor of 
Legendre chain, operating in the 
Carolinas, in charge temporarily. 
Rebuilding 2 Razed Cinemas 
Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 28. 
Rialto, recently burned in Union, 


S. C., fire, will be rebuilt, owners 
announce, House loss estimated at 
| $60,000.. Florence, also recently | 


‘burned with $30,000 loss, will be re- | 


built. 

R. B. Talbert, Wilby-Kincey’s city 
manager, 
vaudeville and tab shows to name 
orchestras. Recent bookings include 


Fred Spooner back in town again, |Clyde McCoy, Russ Morgan, Isham 


this 


“Mamba’s Daughters. 
Hal Kemp auditioned more than | has 
100 femme singers here but couldn’t ; Princess 
find a single prospect. 
John W. McCall and John Hoover, 


time ahead of Ethel Waters’ | Jones and others. 


Cherokee Amus. Co., Tennessee, 


purchased New 


theatres, Marshall, N. C. 


| Both are dark, pending- mederniza- 
l tion, 


M. Silverberg | 


and | 


new 


has announced shift from | 


Madison and) 


Paris 


By Joe Ravotto 
Gilbert Miller in from New York. 
Morlay belatedly given Le- 
| gion of Honor. 


| Alvin after trying unsuccessfully to 


| put over oldtime mellers. 
Harry Hirsch’s roadshow 

lesque Gayety closing first hah of 

season Nov. 30, same as last year, 


'but may reopen New Year's week | 


instead of in April. 


| 


| Bill Miggins, 20th-Fox Paris head, | 


back from Spain. 

| Lucienne Boyer considering open- 
'ing new cabaret in Paris. 

| Mme. Hakim, mother of Robert 
'and Raymond Hakim, is dead. 

| Gluck’s ‘Orpheo’ to be given for 
| first time in years at the Opera. 

| Susy Solidor’s La Vie Parisienne 
}and Mimi Pinson’s open for biz. 

| Jack Plunkett, Paramount pub- 


licity head, recovering from opera- | 


tion. 

Henry Bernstein now full-fledged 
reporter for Paris-Soir in Switzer- 
land. 

Bob Lowe, 20th-Fox, off for swing 
of European capitals to visit local 
talent scouts. 

Jack Forrester has no production 
plans, although presently busy dis- 
tributing 75 picts. 

Odette Dulac, 72, 
cabaret singer at the turn of the 
century, died after long illness. 

Maurice Chevalier’s next pic ap- 
pearance may be in 


Berger. 

Another sign of the times is the 
reopening of a new music-hall 
called Theatre de l’Abri (‘The Shel- 
ter theatre’). 

Cardinal Verdier, archbishop of 
Paris, has short spot in ‘After Mein 


newspaper correspondent, 


ceremony due to war. 

Albert Fua, French writer of 
Turkish origin, whose ‘La Jeunesse 
de Luther’ was given on Paris stage 
in 1895, scoring biggest hit of that 
season, is dead, 

Roger Capgras, who backed Jean 
Cocteau’s ‘Les Parents 
announced that censor’s action 
play ‘has delayed execution of my 
plans for the new season.’ 


With mobilization taking away 
some of the Comedie Francaise’ 
leading actors, director Edouard 


school, the Conservatoire. 

Bouffes Parisiens to reopen next 
'month with novel tea-time variety 
|show for women to be known as 
‘The Knitting Club,’ where women 
may see the show and do 
knitting for the boys at the front. 


leine shuttered to make way for 
‘Florence,’ three-act play with pro- 
log, opening with himself, Elvire 


(Mrs.) Guitry, Jean Fusier and Bob 
Seller. 

Irving Marks negotiating with 
H. G. Wells to sell film rights, to his 
‘Kipp’ and to go to Hollywood to 
|; supervise its making. AJso talking 
with Ward Price, British corre- 
spondent, to adapt his ‘In Morocco 
with the Foreign Legion’ for Holly- 
wood firm. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Lyric, downtown, shuttered for 
several years, reopened, 

Karl P. Auer, tooter with the St. 
Louis symph, suffered fractured hip 
in fall. 

David Greenman, 
Greenman, manager of the Esquire, 
learning the biz. Has started as 
usher in the new deluxe nabe. 

Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox exec, 
stopped here for huddle with W. J. 
‘Rupper, divisional manager, and 
Benny Reingold, local branch man- 
ager. 

Rita Rio, Marie Wilson and Toby 
Wing personaled at opening of the 
Rio, $150,000 deluxe nabe in North 
St. Louis. This is the second deluxe 
nabe to be opened in a month here. 

William C. assistant 


son of Harry 


Murphy, su- 
perintendent of Municipal Auditor- 
ium, suffered fractures of right leg 
and left wrist when hit by auto. He 


is in City hospital. 


Hugo Schick, who thumped a 
piano at the old Delmonte and Lib- 
erty theatres here, and also was a 


member of the Municipal Opera na- 
tive cast, is directing the orch at the 
Grand, a burlesk house downtown. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Gordon Greene, Minnesota theatre 
head, recovered from flu. 

Orrin Tucker orch pencilled 
Orpheum week of Dec. 29. 

Sylvan Leff, Universal 


into 
salesman, 


| ‘Murder in Old Red Barn’ in 13th 
week in West Hotel Moorish Room. 

Katharine Cornell, in ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ scheduled for Lyceum Dec. 
15-16. 

Gene Meredith, of Warners, at- 
| tended two turkey raffles and won 
both. 

Bob Chester’s 
‘Lawrence Welk at 
| Terrace. 

Auger Bros. repertory out of the 


supplanting 
Minnesota 


orch 
the 


Montmartre | 


‘The Radio| 
War,’ produced by Henri Diamant- | 


Kampf, My Crimes,’ French war) 
propaganda film. 
American dance team, Aurette 
Sisters, will be in next Casino 
Show, together with Josephine 
Baker and Chevalier. 

Jerome Tharaud, novelist and 


r received | 
into French Academy minus usual | 


Terribles,’ | 
on! 


Bourdet has been obliged to dig in| 
among the talent at“the Comedie's 


some | 


| 
| Sacha Guitry’s show at the Made- 


Popseco, Helen Perdriere, Genevieve | 


fin’ 


wed to Evelyn Shapiro of Montreal. | 


Rome 


Beniamino Gigli a grandfather. 
Poet and playwright Ernesto Mu- 
rolo dead at 58. 
| Dancer Gilda Roosevelt’s com- 
| plete wardrobe stolen from Naples 
| hotel. 


,ian studios, seven more ready for 
| shooting. 
| ‘Vent’Anni’ (‘20 Years’), new play 


| by Sergio Pugliese, opened at Qui- | 


| rino theatre. 


| State taxes on cinema admissions | 


, been upped by a new decree. Hike 


ranges from 10 to 25% of the previ- 


| ous tax, 

| Grover Whalen in and out again 
after thanking Foreign Minister 
'Ciano fer Italy’s participation in 
' New York World’s Fair next year. 


| Obituaries 


| | Continued from page 46 


| brother, two sisters and two grand- 
Sons, 


Gerald P. (Jerry) Schneider, 41, 
| manager of Detroit’s Stratford thea- 
| tre, died of a heart attack following 
his attendance at a football game in 
that city Nov. 18. 
| widow, son, father and two sisters. 


| Wife of Ralph Harrison, onetime 
|/name Pittsburgh bandsman, but now 
i|handling oreh agency biz _ there, 
|died in hospital in that city last 
| week. Death due to heart ailment 
| Daughter also survives, 


Russel Koch, 41, vet former mem- 
ber of WFAA, Dallas, staff orchestra 
and more recently with Dallas 


'Symph, died in Dallas of ruptured | 
Survived by | 


|appendix last week. 
two daughters, brother and mother. 

Kate O’Leary, 85, for years a dress- 
er backstage at the Grand Opera 


House, Chicago, died there Nov. 24} 


lof injuries received in a fall. She 


had retired about two years ago. 


Frances Tubbert, wife of William 


J., upstate N. Y. district manager 
Schine Enterprises, Inc., died 


Nov. 24, in Watertown, N. Y. 


Mother of Martha Sleeper, stage 
and screen actress, died in Los An- 
geles Nov. 17. She's the sister of 
Mrs. J. J. Murdock. 

Henrietta A. Dorner, of Robert 
Telier Sons & Dorner, music print- 
ers, died Nov. 19 in Atlantic High- 
lands, N. J. 

Joseph Popkin, 65, father of Henry 
M. Popkin, Los Angeles theatre op- 
erator, died there Noy. 19. 

Robert D. Garden, 88, father of 
Mary Garden, former operatic diva, 
died in Aberdeen, Scotland, Nov. 19. 


40c ‘Ceiling’ 
Continued from page 3____J 


marcation against higher admissions. 
Exhibs also charge that it holds back 
theatres, charging 35c, and all down 
the line; consequently, not just pre- 
venting the 40c house from raising 
its admittance fee. 

Even a 5c tilt in admissions for 
subsequent run theatres would mean 
much to the industry because spread 
out over 10,000 or more houses. Thus, 
it becomes a real talking point in 
any move to better the 
film business. 

Present tax is listed as a war 
which brings up the point that thea- 
tres now have many additional taxe 
that the present European war 
is responsible for any urge to make 
the 10% tax more lenient. 

Strong angle, which has been over- 
looked in past discussion of the ad- 
mission tax, is that lifting the start- 
level for the 10°; sock would 
mean better business in every di- 
vision of the trade. This in turn 
would be reflected in income taxes 
paid by individual officials in the 
business, higher surtaxes, taxation 
or undistributed profiits and others. 

The old plea of those who would 
not alter the tax is that it would 
cut off a heavy portion of the in- 
take from this taxation. However, 


returns In 


levy 


and 


| it is dubious if this would be mate- | 


rially lower because it is generally 
recognized that exhibitors have 
fought shy of raising their scale 
above the 40c taxable Jevel because 


| of handicap on their operating over- 


head. 


bur- | 


Twelve films in the making in Ital- | 


He leaves his | 


jers there 


Hollywood 


| Al Lichtman to Chicago on biz. 
Al Johnson to hospital to cure a 
cold. 
Will Hays in for his annual winter 
| visit. 
| Mary Boland back to work after 
| illness, 
Lynne 
neuritis. 
| Alexander Korda sunning at Palm 
Springs. 
| Edward G. Robinson back to work 
| after flu. 
Adolph Zukor to Havana on good- 
' will tour. 


Overman laid with 


up 


Susanna Foster to hospital with 
| bronchitis. 
Margaret Sullavan laid up with 


| eye trouble. 

Paul Harrison 
throat ailment, 
| William Pine on crutches, nursing 
a torn tendon. 
| Lin Yutang getting an eyeful of 
| picture making. 
| Jack Cohn in for studio huddles 
| with brother Harry. 
| Dick Powell bought a_ business 
block in Long Bé@&ch. 

Billy Platt (Little Billy) 
| cuperating in hospital. 

Frank Capra returned to his desk 
after a week of ranching. 

Dave Hempstead checked in 
RKO as associate producer. 

Dan Kelly returned from ogling 
tour of Broadway playhouses. 

Alice Faye’s illness holding up re- 
takes on ‘Little Old New York. 

James Stewart to spend holidays 
with his parents in Pennsylvania. 

Felix Young readying to open new 
Hollywood restaurant, the Mayfair. 

Edward Arnold functioned as sei- 
delmeister at the Masquers’ blowout. 

Frank Capra and associates grant- 
ed a patent on a radio device to re- 
lease aerial bombs. 

Lou Anger resigned as president 
and general manager of the Agua 
Caliente race track. 

Howard Jackson to San Francisco 
to accept an American Legion award 
ifor his music scores in Warners’ his- 


recovering from 


re- 


at 


torical shorts. 
| Philadelphia 
Cy Cohen now managing the 


| Frolic, of the Affiliated chain. 

| Jim Begley, KYW program man- 
| ager, recuperating in hospital after 
| two blood transfusions. 

Hoot Gibson and George Hall were 
| interviewed via WDAS by Harold 
| (Buzz) Davis last week. 

Maurice Gable readying Xmas 

party for Warner employes with 
| band, tree and all the trimmings. 
| Metro chiefs Bob Lynch and A. E. 
| Applegates off to Chicago for a sales 
| meeting for ‘Gone with the Wind.’ 

Variety Club held a_ benefit at 

Fay’s theatre Sundav night (26) for 


the family of a former well-to-do 
| Vine streeter. 
Governor Arthur H. James and 


|Mayor-elect Robert E. Lamberton 
are the latest to accept invitations 
for the Variety Club’s shindig, 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 


Louis Adamic lectured here Mon- 
day night (27). 

Little Theatre preems ‘Susan and 
God’ next Monday (4). 

Memphis Symph lured 2,000 for its 


debut concert of season, with Eu- 
'genia Buxton, pianist, guesting. 
Mid-South Fair’s official report 


lists profit for annual expo at $7,937. 

Ted Shawn’s male terpers booked 
for Dec. 16 under auspices of Tri- 
State Dancing Teachers Association. 

Ella Fitzgerald renewing acquain- 
tances on Beale street in one-night 
stand at Church Park auditorium. 


Chick Webb fronted band last time 
it was here. 
Town has gone nuts over bingo. 


Rig games on tap at local clubs and 
several churches nearly every night 


in week. Attendanc- ranges up to 
2.000 and the theatres are baffled. 
Variety Club finally got its main 


charity hospital 


project opened. A 


tation preserving and distributing 
mother’s milk to needy brats. 
Medicos predict saving of 100 lives 


first vear, 


Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 


Pat Rooney. Jr.. and Herman Tim- 
berg, Jr., to Florida after their week 
at the Tower. 

Katharine Cornell skedded for a 
one-nighter of ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
in the Music Hall, Dec. 6. 

Resident theatre readying ‘Of Mice 
and Men,’ with Grayson Enloe as 
Lennie, beginning Dec. 4. 

Philharmonic orch patrons treated 
to performance of Bali and Java bal- 
|let dancers as a bonus concert. 

Les Durland, formerly with Mono- 
gram exchange, on the booking desk 
at Universal, replacing Charles 
Oliver. 

Little Joe Hart band held over at 
the Pla-Mor ballroom. Orrin Tucker 
and Russ Morgan set for one-night- 
soon. 


| 
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Wednesday, November 


THANKS: 


Boys and Girls you've been swell to us. 


THANKS: 


Harry Kalcheim, Bob Weitman and the 
entire staff of the Paramount Theatre, 
New York .. . Especially you people 
back stage. 


THANKS: 


Mrs. Maria Kramer for my nine months’ 
engagement at the Lincoln Hotel, New 
York. 


THANKS: 
NBC. 


THANKS: 
Mr. Charles E. Green of CRA for mak- 
ing our breaks possible. 


THANKS: 
Mr. Charles V. Yates of CRA for our 
theatre bookings. 


THANKS: 


Decca Records for numbers like 
Rancho Grande. 


— AND CELEBRATING TWO THANKSGIVINGS 
THIS YEAR 


eo. 


S GREEN, PRESI 
New York. N.Y. 
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